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Faculty Survey at UCI

Faculty Assessment of the State of 

Research Computing: Initial findings by 

UCI OIT as of November 2012
http://sites.uci.edu/fasrc/files/2012/11/Preliminary-Analysis-of-FASRC-Survey-

Responses.pdf

• 121 respondents 

• 63% representing self 

• 42% representing 302 people 

(self and others in group) 



Q8: Data Management



Q19.2: Centralized Storage



Other Findings

• Q18. …if you agree that UCI should 

have more data management services, 

what should they provide? 

• More data analysis & visualization (47% 

- 35 of 74)

• More data curation (46% agree or 

strongly agree – 33 of 71)

• More data discovery & integration (35% 

- 25 of 71)



Research Data Management

Many academic libraries worldwide are now 
helping manage and provide stewardship for  
research data generated by faculty:

• Data are organized, elements identified, 
and the dataset is made retrievable

• Allows eventual deposit in secure 
repositories

• Facilitates subsequent data sharing



Data Sharing 

Data Sharing occurs when, upon the 

agreement of a researcher, research data 

are made available to the research 

community for further, secondary 

analysis.   Potential benefits include:

• Greater impact on the field 

• Credit and citations



Data Sharing Mandates

Participation in data sharing varies by 

discipline but recent federal mandates 

have placed the onus on researchers to 

come up with Data Management Plans 

indicating how one would manage 

research data during a research project 

and beyond.  



Finding Repositories

At UCI Libraries, we have created a subject 

guide that not only links to California Digital 

Library (CDL) tools and services but also to 

discipline-based subject repositories such as 

those for digital humanities, social sciences and 

the sciences.  

This resource will help researchers locate 

appropriate subject repositories as they develop 

their  data management plans.



Subject Guide

.



Soc Sci Repositories



UCISpace @ the Libraries

Captures
+ 

Stores 
+ 

Indexes
+

Preserves
+

Redistributes 

research material



UCISpace

UCISpace is UC Irvine Libraries’ digital 

repository for a variety of digital content 

including digital files, videos, audio 

recordings, photographs, text and other 

digitized content.  

A current project: Collaborating with the 

School of Humanities to archive 

Vietnamese American oral histories.



VAOHP

 300 interviews

by 2014 

 Includes:

• Audio/Video

• Transcripts

• Images of 

interviewees



Capture and describe

Metadata

(Title, Date, etc.)

Documents, 

Media, Datasets



Browse and Search

 Granular

Browse and search 

across all UCISpace 

or within a single 

collection or sub-

collection

 Full Text Search

Every word of your 

text-based content 

is searchable



Preserve and Access

 Preservation

UCISpace items are backed-up in CDL’s Merritt

service

 Permanent Link

Each UCISpace item is assigned a permanent URL as 

a perpetual link to the item 

 Restricted Access option

Limited access via Virtual Reading Room. Embargo

date.



UCI Libraries 



A Discovery Tool: SDA



Table from UCI Research 



Faculty Metadata Site

Faculty have utilized the Web to post 

information about how to locate research-

generated datasets from fellow 

researchers.

One excellent example is the Ecological 

Data Portal [http://ecodataportal.org/]

based at the Center for Ecological Biology 

at UC Irvine.



Ecological Data Portal



Portal’s Irvine Data Sources 



Data Management Plans

With the current mandates from funding 

agencies such as NSF, researchers are 

struggling to find places to archive their 

datasets.

Libraries can help researchers find 

discipline-based repositories to archive 

their datasets.



Role for Libraries 

For example, as funding agencies begin 

to enforce the archiving of research data, 

researchers will need to find ways to 

permanently archive their datasets now 

stored on Dropbox or Google docs, 

departmental or networked servers, or on 

the Web.  Libraries need to be well-

positioned to perform that role.



Documenting Research 

Software that can help in documenting the 

life cycle of a research dataset includes 

Colectica, which seeks to “[p]rovide your 

researchers with rich information about 

your data, with details about everything 

from the study concept to data collection 

and data processing.”  It is especially  

helpful for survey data.



Univ of Edinburgh Policy 2011

• Research data will be managed to the highest 

standards throughout the research data lifecycle as 

part of the University’s commitment to research 

excellence. 

• Responsibility for research data management 

through a sound research data management plan 

during any research project or programme lies 

primarily with Principal Investigators (PIs). 

• All new research proposals [from date of adoption] 

must include research data management plans or 

protocols that explicitly address data capture, 

management, integrity, confidentiality, retention, 

sharing and publication. 



Univ of Wisconsin Policy 2011

• UW-Madison must retain research Data 

in sufficient detail and for an adequate 

period of time to enable appropriate 

responses to questions about accuracy, 

authenticity, primacy and compliance 

with laws and regulations governing the 

conduct of the research. It is the 

responsibility of the Principal 

Investigator to determine what needs to 

be retained under this policy. 



Grant Opportunity



Grant Suggestions

• Training researchers in better data 

management practices

• Development of editorial workflows to 

manage & verify access to data 

underlying articles

…

URL: http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/files/datamanagement/sloan-challenge-2013.pdf



Local Collaboration 



Future Steps for PI’s

• Incorporate research data management 

as a budgetary expense in grant 

proposals

• Collaborate with campus library or CDL 

on archiving research data 

• Share completed DMPs with campus 

library



Future BIG Step for UCs

Adopt a system-wide policy on Research 

Data Management that incorporates open 

access principles of data sharing and 

public dissemination, with mandated 

protection for research subjects, in trusted 

archives.



E-mail: dtsang@uci.edu
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Resources 

• U of Edinburgh Research Data Management Policy
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/information-services/about/policies-and-

regulations/research-data-policy

• U of Wisconsin Data Stewardship Policy
http://www.grad.wisc.edu/research/policyrp/rpac/documents/PolicyDataStewardship.pdf

• UCI Libraries Social Science Data Archives
http://data.lib.uci.edu

• UCI Libraries Research Data Management Subject Guide
http://libguides.lib.uci.edu/datamanagement

• UCI Libraries NSF Data Management Plan Web Page
http://nsfdmp.lib.uci.edu/

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/information-services/about/policies-and-regulations/research-data-policy
http://www.grad.wisc.edu/research/policyrp/rpac/documents/PolicyDataStewardship.pdf
http://data.lib.uci.edu/
http://libguides.lib.uci.edu/datamanagement
http://nsfdmp.lib.uci.edu/


THANK YOU!

Questions?




