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THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE ll BEAATlON OF MOZAMBIQUE*

by

Allen Isaaonan and Barbara Isaaonan

"1'h8 antagoni8tic C01ltm ditiorz i s not b8t1o.le~ women
and 1IIIm~ but b.tIo.letm IolOfrllm and t hs sociat 0l'd41'. b8­
twPl aU ezp l.oited ".opte. both~ and /WPl. ami
t hs sociat order, na. fact that :.My (IN up'Loitsd
ezp ta inB wJIy t hey (IN not iJn",Z~d in aU pZanrling
and dBcisicn~ing tasks i ", society . '"'~ tMlI aN
ezc Z&tdsd fro«ll.lOrkiPlg O'I4t tn. ~ta IoJhich g<WeJ"l'l
8cemomic. sociaZ . cuZtwoaZ and politicaZ Zit8. et'lln
when thlli r i"teresta are directly af f8et8d. This
is tn. lItlin f 8af:w08 of tM C01ltradiction.; tMir u ­
elwJion. j'roIfl t he sphs1'fJ of dBeisio'l-:v<V!g in
socistll' Thi e eont radictio'l e<l7I oPIZII btl aoZV«l b!f
1'fJVOZutiol'l. btJcaus. emZy N VOZloItion dBe t rolle tJw
f oundat iornJ of upz.oitati~ society and NbldZds
society 01'1 nA1 foundatiCWIs. [Nsing tJw initiatilJ8
of lJI;?mIm. intsgroting them in socUtli as l'Bsporlsi ­
bZe ItIlUIiwr8 and involving th8m in dBcision- lItlking. "

-sarrora ~el, -The li beration of VOlII('n 15 a
Necessity of the Revolution. a Guarantee of i ts
Trl ~ph . - (Openfng Address to t he Con ference of
Qrgan1zaj io de ~ulher Hosa.blca na , O.H.H. , (Organi ­
zation 0 "'Iozamblcan WOlllen) , 1973.

Despi te the expressio n of such lofty sent i ments by t he
President of FREl lHO, merely becoming i nvolved In the revolu­
tionary struggle against colonia l capi talis t oppression did not
aut~ti cally liberate wanen f~ exploi ta tive ~lati onshi ps .

Rather , t hose W()IJeI1 who chose to join the li bera tlon IlOve. nt ,
found themselves having to combat not only an external enemy
but also t he prevai li ng sexis t attitudes and discr imi nat ion

*Thls i s a condensed version of a paper origi nally ent itled :
-Nation al libe ration and Women's liberation: Moza.b i can Women
in t he Anned Struggle . 1962-1975.- The pape r was presented
at UNESCO Expert s meeting on the subject : -The Role of W~n

in Angola , Gu inea Bissau, Mozamb ique and Zimbabwe , - in Septem­
ber, 1983.
The ori glnal article i s copy-r ighted t o Al le n Isaaoman and
Barbara tseeceen . This version is PU blished with the ceret s­
slon of the aut hors, to w~ Ufahamu is profoundly grate ful .
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with in FREllHO. Ini tial ly ma le leadership di d l i t t le more than
issue proscrip tive decl arat ions st ress ing the i mportance of
t he emancipa tion of women. It was not until women ga i ned enough
self-confidence and began to make thei r own demands did t he
issue of their l i berat i on become an explicit and integral par t
of the revol ution . The gradual recognition of t he connection
between the revolutiona ry process and t he l i beration of women
const i tut ed a fundamenta l par t of the radical transfonmatl on
of FREllHO. The i ncreas ing militancy of women. symbol i zed by
their dema nd t o bear anns . set in mot ion a process which , how­
ever unevenly, has altered relat ions of power between the sexes
and compel led the FREL IMO leade rship to t rea t t he emanc1~tton

of WOMen as an integral part of lts post -independent socialist
agenda . Before exa.lning the role of wo.en in the armed st rug-

11e and t heir efforts to shape t hei r own history, a br ief out ­
lne of t he si tuation of women in col onial ~lambl que and the

emergence of FREllHO Is a necessary point of departure .

WCHN IN COlllHAl HOZAMBI QUE

Ouring the twentieth century , the Mol~ican people, w0­
men and ~n alike, suffered f~ the oppressive nature of the
colonial capitalist regime. They were recruited as chl balO
laborersl and forced to work for the Por tuguese bui ldi ng roads,
houses and pub lic bui ldi ngs. They labored long hours on Por­
tuguese planta tions for l i t tl e or no sala ries, culti vat i ng
agrlcul t ural crops , such as cot t on or ri ce , introduced by t he
colonial reg ime to serve the interests of t he ruling class in
Port ugal. They were subjected to ever increasing levels of
taxati on as Portugue se settlers grabbed the best land in the
rural area s for t hemselves, which led t o progress ively greater
impove rishment of the people and all the at tendant social and
cultural evi ls and humil iation of colonia lism. They were also
regular ly beaten by colonial officials when they fa il ed to
behave in ~ays expected of the. by the col onialists.Z

WOlIlen, however, suffered even IIOre deeply than lien . This
wa s partly due t o the mere fact of being women in the context
of colonial practi ces . Prior t o t he imposition of colonia l
rule a woman general ly had two major t asks -- t o grow food to
feed her family and to give birth to and rai se her chi ldren. *
Among other domestic chores . such as prepari ng t he famil y' s

·Th1s 1S what Is referred to as the sexual divisi on of labour
historically di scernible in al l socie ties at the same st age
of development . I t is nei t her an excl usive charact eris tic of
African societ ies nor a conscio us social act, as ant hropolo ­
gical st udies tend t o lllllly . (Ed . K.M.)

129



COLONI AL WOMA N
Fig. 1

130



food and fetc hing f i rewood and water, t hese ' dut ies ' took up
all of her t ime. To these tradi tional tasks, the colonial re­
gime added an addi t ional burden - - namely, forced l abor re­
qui site for t he cultivation of cotton or ri ce. Thus, when
she wa s rounded up to perform chibalo labor , there wa s no one
to work on the family plo t , prepare the food and care for t he
children. Simi l arly , i f she l i ved in an area where t he peasant s
were requi red t o cultiva te cot ton or rice , all of her t ime had
to be spent tending the crop, and there was littl e left over
to cul t ivate food for her family 's subsis tence. In order to
avoid starvation , women could only work on t heir own f iel ds
when they were not engaged i n forced la bor on t he settler 's
plantati ons. This meant having to devote t he ear ly hours of
the morning to thei r own fie lds between 4 and 6 a.m. -- and
again l at e at night , by the moonlight. If a women ' s cot ton
fi elds were not kept suffic ie nt ly clean , if she was not seen
working there often enough or if her yields were too l ow, she
wa s beaten by the African agents of the cotton concessionary
companies or by the Afr iJan police attached to t he Portuguese
colonial admin istration .

Her problems were compounded by t he fact t hat her hu sband
was not usuall y around to assist her in food prodijction . Men
were the first to be rounded up for chibalo l abor . To avoid
the chibal o system or the requirement of forced cotton culti ­
vation, many adult men mig rated to neighboring colonies where
t hey would at l east be paid for t heir labor . Th i s migration
notw i t hst anding, labor recr ui ti ng was i nsti tu ti onal ized i n t he
sout h to provide workers for t he South Afr ican mi nesSand in t he
center to procure cheap l abor for southern Rhodesia. There
was al so some i nte rnal labor recrui ti ng done by the large cap­
ita list companies l ike Sena Sugar Estates. Those men who were
recruited to work out si de Mozambique usuall y returned home for
a few months between contracts to see t hei r families, but t hey
left6Quickly in order to avoid being forc ed into chibalo la ­
bor . They usually stayed at home just long enough to buy and
impreg~ate a new wi fe or get their existi ng wife pregnant
again, leaVing the women with large broods of childrE n t ?
rai se and feed.

The effect of large -sca le ma le migration on the women
le ft behind was devastat ing . If the absence of men provided
women with grea ter economic opport unit ies and increased econo­
mic i ndependence, it res ulted nevertheless i n addi t i onal tas ks
imposed on the African populat ion in t he rura l areas . For
example. const ruct ion projects and forced product ion fe ll al ­
mos t enti re ly on the women ' s shoulders. Furthermore , t his
perpetual absence of men l ef t women with even greater res pon­
si bi l i ty for dome stic and agri cultural activities. As a re­
sul t , women ' s l ives worsened appreciably duri ng t he colonial
period and the nutri tional inta ke of the fami ly decli ned
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dramatica1ly.S

SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

Another form of oppressio n of women duri ng the colonial
period was their sexual exploitation by the colonia lists .
Pretty women, who in the traditiona l society suffered the in­
dignity of forced marriage as ·co-wives· of local chiefs , found
their problems worsened during the colonia l period with the
arrival of large n~rs of European men . Married or not, it
was unsafe for young ~n to wa lk on the roads. Our infor­
mants recounted numerous instances in which such women were
taken by the colonialists. 9 The colonialis ts also permitted
their African police tbe SaJJll! privileges. In fact , one of the
causes of the 1917 Barue Rebellion, in what is now Manica pro­
vince , was the widespread raping by the African police of girls
as young as seven or eight who had been forced to work on the
road building projects of the Mozambique Company.lO

The situation worsened with the arrival of large numbers
of Portuguese troops. Women in Beira recounted stories of
soldiers who roamed the African suburbs at ni9ht looking for
African ~n, and, if one struck their fancy, i t didn't -at­
ter that she was out with her husband . They simply took her
off , and her husband was helpless . II European ~ believed
that any African wo-an would be pleased to sleep with the.
mere ly because they are white.

This attitude created serious problems for Mozambican
wanen. In the urban areas , wanen began to consider themselves
super ior to others if European IIlen expressed a desire to sleep
with t~.12 The result was a form of 'racism' among women
against wh1ch the Organization of Mozambican Women (O .H.W .) is
still battling.

One outgrowth of the sexual exploitation of women by t he
colonial regine was the widespread prostitution it generated.
Initial ly, prostitution flou rished in the major urban areas in
which the colonialists l ived and to which tourists from South
Africa and Rhodesia floc ked to sleep with women who were taboo
in t heir own countries. With the ar rival of la rge numbers of
Portuguese troops and thei r deployment throughout Mozambique ,
the evils of prostitution spread as a consequence. Prosti tu­
tion also prospered in way-stat ions for t he miners re t urni ng
from South Africa, such as Ressano Garcia and Si navane, where
they were deluged by women eager to reli eve them of thei r
earnings . 13
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During the colonial period prostitution was probably t he
major means an African woman could earn a l i vi ng. Thi s was
the case especially in southern Mozambique . Owi ng to t he a­
buse of women by their husband's families , and the difficulty
of obtaining divorce. many women ran away to t he cities to
try to earn enough money to pay back t he lobol o. 14 There were
few jobs avai lable for women wit h no skil~d any that ex­
isted paid little and forced women to work under brutal condi ­
tions.IS Thus prostitution offered them almost the only op-­
portunity to sustain themselves and their chi ldren. Additional
urban factors, such as the pressure to live l ike t he European
bourgeoisie and to have nice clothes, also encouraged prosti ­
tution si nce that was the only way such aspirations could be
acnteved .fe

It is , therefore, safe to say that the oppression of women
increased during t he colonial periOd. By forc ing women to
work harder and l onger, as well as exploiting t hem sexually ,
Portuguese colonial policy permitted the t radi t i onal systems
of oppression to f lourish and even to become st ronger. The
presupposed inferiority of women , in traditional society, was
there by reinforced by colonial legis lation and Christian doc­
trines as superimpositions on the pre-existing social systems.

THE 'LAW' OF LABOUR

Portuguese law divided the population of its colonies in to
two groups -- "civilized" and "primitive ," corresponding to
"non-native" and "native" respectively. The "civili zed,"
"non-native" population was regulated by PortuguesY7law , itself
very patriarchal and discrimi natory towards women. The
"native" population was expected to continue to live according
to the rules of their traditiona l legal systems, as interpre­
ted and applied by the local Portuguese colonial administra ­
tors . IS Unde r the latter approach the local administrator
decided questions brought before him wi th the assistance of
the "native" chiefs and other old men conversant with the oper­
ation of t he traditional system. Since the administrator could
decide cases at his discretion - - there being no effective way
his decisions could be chal lenged -- assumptions about women' s
inferiority prevalent in the Portuguese legal system often
found their way into hi s decisions.

Most of the Portuguese law was applied to Africans to re­
gulate the use of thei r l abor , because the exploi tation of
cheap, African labor underl ay the entire colonial system.19
To the extent that women worked as chibalo laborers or later
as contract or domestic l aborers, they were af fected by these
native labor codes. 20
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But t he paternalism of employers permitted women to work
only in cer tai n jobs, primar i ly in the cashew and clothing
industries, where they earned almost nothing . Treat i ng women
as inferior even to African men , Por tuguese colonialists un­
dervalued women 's work, such that t hose sectors which hi red
African women workers paid the 1 ~i5 t salaries. Despite a
provision in the Ru ra l l abor Code requir ing equal pay for
equal work .22 women were consistently paid l ess, and t he Pro­
tuguese admi ni st rat ion closed its eyes.23

Finally , the alien religious systems imported i nto Mozam­
bique both before and during the colonial period re inforced
women' s position of inferiority . This was the case wi th the
penetration of Islam, especia lly in t he coastal areas of Mo­
zambique. It introduced bride purchase i nto areas t hat had
not preViously practiced it ,24 reinforced tendencies toward
polygamy and even younge r chi ld marriages , forced women to
cover t hemse lves and become even more subservient, and wrested
women away from whatever protection they had received livi ng
in t heir family' s vil lage with their 'outsider ' husbands .
Moreover , the Muslim divorce system permi tted men to discard
the ir wives at wil l, without giving women the r ight to di vorce
their husbands .25

Christianity also arrived in Mozamb ique full of patriar­
chal ideas about t he inferiority of women. The penet ration of
Christ ian missionaries was le ss extensive i n Mozambique than
in most African countries; 26 neverthele ss , Christian mission­
ar ies control led al l t he fOrmal education available to African
children. In these inst i t ut ions they insti l led t hei r students
with the patriarchal and di scriminatory ideology of the Chri s­
tian religion. Moreover , the student body of mission schools
wa s overwhelmi ngly ma le . This was partly due to t raditional
at t itudes against girl s recei ving schooling, but these were
certainly re inforced by the missi onarie s ' position that school­
ing was more impor ta nt to boys. The legacy of this policy
of educating only boys has made it diffic ult for women to en­
t er the l abor market and t o assume positions of impo rtance in
an independent Mozambique .

FRElIMO'S FORMATIVE PHASE . 1962-1964

As early as 1960 the nat ional i st fervor sweepi ng t hrough
Africa had captured the imagination of a sma l l , but growing
number of Mozambican men and women . It first manifested i t­
sel f in the es t abl i shment of UDENAMQ (Uni ao Democratica de
Mo~ambique ), MANU (the Mozambican-Makonde Un ion), and UNAMI
(Uni t o Africana de Mo>ambique Independente). t hree exi le or­
ganizati ons wit h narrow regional and ethnic appeal.
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Their one effort at pol i t ical mobil ization proved disas­
trou s . In J une 1961, f ive months after the bi rth of their
organizat ion, several t housand MANU supporte rs, recruited from
the network of northern agri cultural cooperatives, staged a
l arge peaceful demonst ra t ion in front of the Portuguese admin­
i strat i ve cente r at Mueda. Teresinha Mblal e, who subsequently
fought in the WOllen's detadment of FRElIMJ, recalled the car ­
nage that fol lowed :

I 8alol~ tJw coloniali8t 8 1lla88acNd tM~z.. at
MJ.6da. That 1oU8 l,lMn I lo 8t IIl!/ WlCZ. . Ow- E'fIopl4I
INN IClaJ'IIl9d l,lhe7! thsy began to shoot . 'lo dsfilnd
OWl'stJlVil8 WiI pickild up sticks and s torl4IS. II. had
fJ01U1 to as k f or f1'i14Idom~ f or . z..c t iorle . 27

Another survivor echoed her account of the blood-bath :

• • • t hs (JOVilnfQ1' i nvit4 d 0Ul'" z..ads l'lJ into t1w a.d­
IlrinistNt01"1J Of ficii . I loIa8 witing owtlJidiI . 'l'1ai1y
lJiIN in t hil1'i1 for fOW' hour8. When t M II o.:vrw owt
OJ'I the verandah, thil golJel'l'lOl' asked ths cNNd lrIho
lJal'Iud to epeak . 1Wly IJal'IUd to lfPf'4k, and thi1
got'iInfQ1' to ld t 1wwl all to 1Jt4>1d OJ'I 0J'I4J lJidiI.

Then, wi t hout a>'IOt hsl' WJ'd, 1w ol'dit,..d tM
police to bi1Id ths 1tands of t ho.. who had stood ""
0J'I4J sic:UI, and ths polie. b4Jgcm b4Jating tn-. I
loIa8 e los. by. I iIaJo,l i t a ll . rrMn eM E'fIopz. eaw
L1hat ws kappilning, thily b4Jgcm to ~StNt4
agai ns t the Pc1~".. , and a.. Portugu.4II(1 4IIi1rpl y
ol'dBN d the pol ice trucks to 0017II1 and col14ot
tho8e~8t4Jd pBl'800'18 . So tMN WilN IlION a....:m­
IJtl"Qtions against thi4ll . At that IIlOI/WI'lt tM t~
WilN dill hidden, and eM ~z.. w4Jr'lt up c lo.. to
tM polie. to . top t M ~1Jt4Jd pi11'fJOO'11J /1'OWI blring
taktm aw:1I ' So tJut (JOV tJl'1IC1' ca ll8d tJw tl'OOp8,
ami lJhIm tMy <2pp4JaNd M told tn- to op.n: fiN .
Thsy kil z..d about 600 E'fIop z.. . NoIJ thil f\:)J"tugUtJ4II.
8ay t hey haw puni8Md tM gov.l'I'IOl'. klt . of
COW-Be, t My have OJ'Ily 8ent hill! lfClfll9101MN .lse ,
I IIT!JsBl f IIIJ~ Noause I lJa8 OW 811 to a graVoll­
yCU'd IolMN 1 cowld takII COtJ4Jl'~ and th..., I l'I1l1
awy. 28

Immediately thereafter the colonia l sta te out l awed all African
organi zat ions wi th more than thirty members.

138



The Hueda massacre revealed MANU's lack of a coherent
strategy for gaining independence, a problem sha~ by all the
exile organizations . Influenced by nat10nal1st gains 1n the
neighboring British colonies, they believed 1n the efficacy of
petitions, protest letters and non-vIolent demonstrations and
fatled to anticipate the inflexibility of the regime they con­
fronted. In an effort to overcome the mutual suspicion which
divided them, President Hyerere of Tanzania invited the three
1n 1962 to establish thetr headquarters 1n Dar-es-Salaam and
to work toward the creation of a untfied movement . Prodded by
~erere. Kwame Nkrumah, the President of Ghana, and CONCP (the
Conference of Nationalist Organizations of the Portuguese Col­
onfes), the three movements -- UNAMI. MANU and UDENAMO -- re­
luctantly agreed to merge into Frente de liberta~to de Mo~am­
blque (FRElIMO) under the leadership of Or. Eduardo Mondlane. 29

Mondlane. protected by diplomatic immunity as a United
Nations employee. had recently visited Mozambique . In shanty
towns on the outskirts of loure~o ~rques and in his rural
Gaza homeland. he had .et secretly with dissidents. both women
and .en. who had urged hi. to organize a nationalist movement .
His presence particularly inspi~ the young. Recalled Esper­
anca Muthe-ba. a seventeen-year old 9'rl in high school who ~s

to become one of the first women to participate in the clandes­
tfne struggle:

In 1961 loIlf Md an 0pp01"twl'tt' to _t with Eduazodu
Mmdl.mw ill lUJIj(UJan. 86 fPIIPhaeiud to itS (a group
of high sohool stuiUnu) tM l'I(Ied to study in ol'tUr
tb S8JOW! tM p6op'LB. This phloass rentJil'l8 in my Mad
until today, although at the time I did I'IOt fiiUy
OOtIIpNhend what he !oW' lJalIing. .son.tinte thsl"6aj'Ur
I disarased it »ith "W fatMr 101110 uptai1Wd that
N:mdJ,an,e loW signaUing I/.S to gst~ foro thB tong
st7"Wgg14 for indg~anda . eubseqll.0lt task of
fl".XNIrrt1.ng a /Y'H nation.

Mondlane's imediate objective was to forge a broad-based
'nsurgent coalition which could effectively challenge the co­
lontal regbMl. This eeent not only unifying the three opposi­
tion groups but drawing into FR£LI~ those who had recently
fled Mozambique and either were unattached to any of the older
exile groups or opposed them because of their narrow regional
and ethnic character. Ayounger generation of Portuguese­
trafned. Marxist-oriented intellectuals also demanded to be
heard. At FRElIHO's Ffrst Congress in September 1962 a plat­
form designed to be acceptable to all the diverse fnterests was
adopted. The most urgent concern -- independence -- dictated
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un ity. But , according to FRElIMO documents, unity in 1962 was
ext remely fragile.

The sri.ting~ s:r:tsrnally-bassd organi2aticns which
joined handB to form FRELIHO at that time did so re­
lwatantly~ and largdy at the urging of yOWl(ler~ 101­
attached militants I.1ith more diNot and reaent ee­
perienos of the harsh realities t.Jhioh sristed inside
Mo1Ullllbique itsdf. The causes l<lhich upt these or­
ganiJlat~ separate in the past -- namely. tribal­
ibm, regionalitmr. lack of a olear and dstail.ed set
of goal. and of agreed and relevant stra tegies -­
aontil1W8d to mst. '!'he only thing which ws a"""","
to them wa their opposition to Po~se colonial­
i_. On. all ot1ulr particulars. il1Clwding the actual
aims Of the .trwggls~ the mode of military activity
to be WldeJ"taksl'l or the vary dsfil1ition of the eI18mY.
there w s 110 CQI18enBUB. 31

Unity al so meant incorporat ing int o the movement all Mozambi­
cans of whate ver social class or strata -- peasants, workers ,
merchants, ar t isans and chiefs -- who support ed the common
struggl e. Thus , i t s object ives and composi ti on made FREl IMO
a fai rly typi cal Thi rd World nationali st front uniting ideolo­
gical ly divergent groups on the basi s of pat ri ot ism and oppo­
sition t o foreign domination .

At the Congress ' meeti ng in 1962 FREllMO also t ook the
first t entati ve step toward addressi ng the exploi t ation of wo­
men . Its organizi ng statutes i ncl uded a ccmnitment to "promot e
by all meth~ds t he social and cul t ural devel opment of Mozambi­
can women." 2 FREl lMO resol ved to promote t he involvement of
women i n t he stru9gle and the est abl ishment of a women 's
organization. Yet , for all the rhetor ic , the emancipation of
women did not surface as a cr itica l issue wi t hin t he l iberat ion
movement until 1966.

RURAL WOMEN IN THE EARLY PHASE OF THE STRUGGLE. 1962-1964

For nearly two years before the beginning of t he anned
struggle FRElIMO mflitants worked in smal l groups trying t o mo­
bil i ze the peasants of northern Mozambique. The fr objective
was to galn new recruits and t o forge t he rural support network
necessary for future guerri l la act ivi t ies . Thi s was not an
easy t ask, gi ven the increased colonial survei l lance, t he pre­
sence of coopt ed chief s in almost every vi l l age, and t he fear
and skept icism most communities had absorbed duri ng sixty years
of repress ive colonia l rule.

For those mi l i tant s betrayed. t hei r fat e wa s always t he
same -- inter rogation. impri sonment or summary execution.

141



Those whO escaped detecti on sttll faced fonoidable difficulties .

lr1wm I fiNt began to organi ..~ t he PfIOPl4 did PlO t
Icnou about pol.itic. . ~ onl y .IcMLl tha t t~ had
bell" lfIi4erab14 aU. of tMil" liw. . I had~ tJ'Ol4-
btu in tho• • d:z¥. and I wu.d only~ eM
night becrau• • tM Po~• • 1otst.I "\I I1a"Il1 and 8Q1118-
t iIW. CIa'IW l.ookirtg for _ . 7'My call4fd _ a bcndit.

By day I N>lWrirwd hidd#7t in the Mil a>1d '"Y o.:m­
tact I'I:ZI'I in tM viZz.ag. ftOllWtilllS. gatHl ". faod.
u~z.z.y I lilMd 01'1 ..-ali. and oall.a\la and m..h Nte.
I 1uIl.d _Il t~. at night and t M oPWi'8 w.a joiNld d
loIlmt to tMir Ili ll4g• • to Ol'gWli ... I wrUd a
y~ and a Jul! tile. thu be/ ON eM 10m" f iNAl l"
.ta:Jot8d i n 1964~ and a~. lilHld in eM Mh. 3

Despite these dangers, a number of women joined the ranks
of the f irst FRELIMO cadres. Harcelina Joaquim recounted her
own fears and the diff iculti es whi ch she had to overcome:

My hus band and I had fZ8d to Ta7IlJan ia bfl f oNl tM 10m"
to Bllcap8 t hs b6a tinq8 at t its hands of t he Pol' tugu6IJ11.
TheN I j oiM d FBELINO aJ1d 1'll'~ home to Hooimboa
d6 Prai in 1983 to help ol'f1lV1i u th8 vit'ta!1-,." . Ny
hueband Chell. to . tay i l'l~ia bwt "W~~­

thel' 1lUPP"l"Ud my a.ouit;m and joiruld tM lIlOl.l~t.

At t llat tw I did not haw a V8l"Y ctea:r- w.a IJ1lat
FRELIHO .t«Jd f op ot}wp than lw.mt-wm /'r'<JIfI colol'lial ­
ilmr. I IJaS afraid of bfting dltectsd bl.it ~Mz....
1wlp6d b-' Orgatli._ ....d ing. i... t"- L>u-h. ~ ....
di .cu• • ed OW"~ of fN~ and w1lat lif. would
bfI Hke Iori t hout f opc«1 labol" and bfIat~. . I N ­
Cl'Uitsd Nth~ and WOIIWO'i f or FRELIWJ.34

Jul iana Lai s and Hi rondjoa Tonias al so experie nced sel f -doubt
and peasant skept ic is-. ~ Both emphas i zed that the abstract
appeal of f ight i ng against ei ther col on i a lt~ or iMPerialisM
evoked l ittle enthusia sm , but , when they addressed the concret e
condi tions of exp loitation , t he peasants understood and respon­
ded.

We tU ked theor if tMjj had f'rUmd- of / arri l ll ..mo IoWN

lJI:l8eaczoed at Hu#da. What~ i f tM" did not
mellt t he cottars quotas? Raw often the" had to w rlc
Q'l t he Eu!"oPf1a"l .i.a l p la7ltat ions or to bl.iild l'Oa/h?
Jo'ha t they Nlef1iUlld fo r thsil" Uu:sf' ? Bjj ehs f1I1d of
BBuBral J'BWI~B t heN ~ a gB1l8ral undsr .tanding
of holJ comp14tllly t he" had lHlen Brploi t l1d and a 1'8­
coWliti<m that Q'l~ by joi ni11fJ FRELIMO lJOuld thei r
H UB. be a l tsred.
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Female cadres also organized special meetings to recrui t
women. The logic of th is stra tegy was sel f-evident _. every
member of the indigenous socie ty wa s needed against the t remen­
dous power of the col onial regime . When women , historically
oppressed and denied any role i n the worl d of politics, re­
mained silent or responded ti midly, t he cadres reminded t hem
t hat "it is not only the men who suffered from t he exploita tion
of the Portuguese. We are al so exploited and discriminated
against and we cannot sit by idly while the men do the fig ht­
10g."37 Even without using t he issues of women 's l ibera t ion as
the bait -- and t here's no indi cati on that these were explicit­
ly addressed -- women came to understand what was i nvolved i n
their recruitment , as Juliana La is remembered:

• • • IJhen th6 L/GIIIIlm in th6 iJ il.Zags BalJ1 uB speaking
out i n public th6y knet" t hat FRELIMO was good. 38

In short, the i nvolvement of women heightened the consciousness
of their oppression and produced some strong revolutionary wo­
men despite the fact that FREl lMO lacked a coherent ideological
position on gender issues .

Slowly, and not without setbacks , FRElIMOcadres began t o
organize a network of clandestine cells in the two northern
provinces of Cabo Delgado and Niassa. Whereas most party mem­
bers remained in their vi llages , many teenage gi rls and boys
who became member s of FRELIMO's Youth league moved into t he in­
terior where a series of bush bases had been es tabli shed. From
there some went to Tanzania where they eventual ly got mi litary
traini ng, while others, weaned from their hideouts, set out to
mobilize additi onal support for FREllMO. Life for them was
ext remely difficu lt . The cadres lived on hunting and gathering ,
with supplementary manioc which sympathetic villagers clandes­
tinel y provided them, and were constantly on the move to pre­
vent detection . Their relatives suffered as well . "My parents
were beaten and their f ields burned," rejal led Hirondina Tonias,
"when the poli ce dis covered my absence. " 9

Apart from their involvement in polit ica l mobi lization,
the young women and men clandestinely sto red arms and other war
materi el smuggled into the country from Tanzania and elsewhere.
At prearranged sites they also stocked dried manioc donated by
t he peasants so that the guerrilla for ces would have a food
supply when the struggle began. ,Ot her members of t he Youth
League kept Portuguese troop movements under surveil lance and
mapped our enemy bases . Pau lina Matues remembered how:

•.. in 1963~ u.l'l.Z before t ho anII9d' Bt -ruggte began~

I participat~ in Cl.andsBtine act i vi ty • • . I Bpied
on the PortugueBe soldier s and becauBe I ws a Uttle
girl Of tlJelve l/eazo8 of rzge~ 1l() one paid any at ten-
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tion to me. 40

Ayear later, after the f irs t cont i ngent of FREL IHO sol d·
iers had completed t heir military trai ning i n Algeria, prepara­
tions were made to l aunch the first phase of t he armed struggle.
Just prior to the attacks t he covert FRELIHO network was acti ­
vated . One young gi rl , who later fought in t he women 's det ach­
ment, recall ed t hat

The FRELIHO Ol"ganillisrs t old us that r.l6 shbuld prepare
6Vel"'!l t hing to go to tile bush becauss soon the Ponu­
(JU8ss rJCUld start CZl"'l"6sting and MUlsamoing the people
<Ni.rIg to 01a' support fOl'" FRELINO. nx. days 'Later w
went to ths bush. And SomB days l.ater~ on ths 2Sth
of SsptBnlbftr~ ths loW" started in OW' region. The
peopt.B L)$re gitlfm the task of bz.ocking the roads ""th
big tress and hol.es\ Ws alBo cut tsl.ephonB lori.res and
cut dotJn ths po'LBs .·d

WOMEN IN THE CLANDESTINE STRUGGLE

At the same time t hat Mozambican women were helping to lay
the groundwork for the strugg le in t he north , their counte r­
parts in the south were also engaged i n ant i -colonia l clandes­
tine activities of a slight ly different character . Whereas the
northern support networ k was rural -based, FRELIMO cel ls i n t he
south were located primari ly in t he coastal ci ti es and t owns
-- in the colonia l capital of Louren~o Marques, Joao Belo, and
in 1nhambane. FRELIMO cadres made occasional efforts to re­
cruit members in the rural hi nt erl and, but there is no i ndica­
tion that they created a structure linking mil i t ant s in t he
ci t ies with the rura l areas. From the outset these southern
cells were smal l in number and isolated both from FREL1 MO
bases loca ted 1,000 miles away and from t he overwhelmi ng major­
ity of African peasants .

Just as the terrai n in which the early FRE l1MO cadres or­
ganized differed , so, too , did the social composition of the
membership . This difference lay in the fact that in the north
peasants f i lled the ranks of the movement, whi le in the south,
most of the fewer southern activists were young high school
students who had been actively involved i n NESAH -- the Hozam­
bican student movement . To a large measure they were the
daughters and sons of relat i vely privileged blacks and mu lat­
toes -- state bureaucrats , teachers , nurses and members of t he
petite bourqeots te , In many cases their families had played an
acti ve role in such reformi st organizations as the Afri can
Union (Gremio Africano) or the Instituto Netrofili o.42 In the
privacy of their homes, t heir parents 1nsti l ed i n them a sense
of racial pride and moral outrage at the previous injustices of
Portuguese colonia l rule . "I was particularly fortunate si nce
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that was always very pal­
-In ~ household we al-

I had t he luc l:: of H ving in a faml1y
1tfcal , - remembered Tuftna Huthemba .
ways di scussed political i ssues. -43

A sma l l number of urban workers. 1lI1g rant laborers who
moved between the countryside and the ct ty, and a handful of
disgru ntled traders joi ned FRELIMO 's frai l southern networ k.
Some older relatives of mi l i t ant students were als o drawn i nto
the movement . Typi cal of the l at ter was Adelf na Madzongl. a
seamstress who was forty-five years ol d, when her nephews
joined FRElIMO and convinced her 10 allow them to use her home
to hold secret meeti ngs . A PIDE 4 inftltrator Int onned on
her in 1963, and she spent the next year 1n prison. After her
release she became · /I n ectt ve IIlE!I'lIber attending sec ret lIee tf ngs
and helping to rec rui t young girls to flee the country and Jot n
t he anne<! s t ruggle .· She went on to recount how she -hid t\lllO
young women 1n her house, di sgui sed the- and accompanied them
on the bush to t he Swazi land border, until one day a group of
parents complai ned to PIDE .-4S- Madzonga was arrested and i~
prisoned for thre e years .

Madzonga's ordeal reflects the increasi ng ly repressive
cli mate In which the sout hern militants had to operate . Des·
pite the fact t hat NESAM wa s a legal student organi zation from
wh Ich st udent leaders t ook great care to invite only trusted
NESAM Ill!lDbers to j oin FRELIMO cells which operated independent­
ly of the organization, spies and inf i l t rato rs were everywherP. .
Recall ed Esperanja Muthemba :

au- objsct i"" ~ to m:1btU.. al.l. t M .twllmt. in
za i -.rai and W IollIN ~••tuZ in NC1'l4ltbtg theot
into OW' ol"pQ1llaation. Fl'O/II tlli group w cho••
OI1l.y tho• • mtI11I1xIl'. in w1ulr W had f1ND. t ctm fUUmc.
to Join in thll cZanduti1l.fl anti -co kmiaZ actil1itW8 .
But ftv;ttl t1ul outset 1JlJ had 8lI~ pl'Ob1._ . T1uI
authol'itws hal'ass .a: us and inuM'Ogatt6 118 and in­
fil.trat8d OW' organisation lo'ith spies.

The HESAM branch in Louren,o Marques suffered a si .l1ar fate :

.. \ok%l1t8d to crogani.. OW"• .z""8~ but w ~ r-N8-
euUd by t Jw .~t poZic.. .,.. had (7UZt1oiN1. a1Id
.aueationa Z activitiB• • but~ dwc",..i<mB Iolif

1ui to usp a conBtant Zook out fOJ" tJw Pf?ZiluI • ••
7'h8 police ~l'..eutBd 118. thBlf w.-n banMrd ,n:sAJI.17

Predic tably , the young militants l ived under constant fear
of being discovered . "In our cell were bot h boys and girls ,
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most of whom were in secondary school," noted leono ra secaneve ,
"We met secretly at our homes and we were warned that we must
not discuss politi cal issues outside of these cel l meetings
because we woul d be identified and arrested." 48 As Ruf ina Mu­
themba confessed. such warni ngs heightened thei r anxiety:

It'6 !oleN atwys afr'aid etlen of our otJn shado!Js . We
had to be becaus e of the threat of 'inf U t rati.cn.
and bel;UU./le lJe z.a"ksd any J'eal security strotegy .
we JUllt kept OIU' eyes Opel1 f or s trangers or for
p60ple whom !ole did J10t knou "'ho enthus iast ical.ly
p1'Ofr»ted FRELIHO. 49

Fear created internal suspicions and II re luct ance to recru it
new members , and thereby further iso lated the fra i l FRELIM8
network. whf ch "was based on famil ia l and c1ose frf ends. "5

Despi te increas ingly repressive condi ti ons , the FRELIMO
cel l s not only cont inued t o operate but, in the short-run, were
to some extent successful in two act ivit ies; namely the di s­
semi nat ion of anti-colonial inf orma t ion propaganda beyond their
own narrow networks and the creat ion of an Munderground rail­
road" through whi ch new recruits could escape to FRELIMO bases
in Tanza nia . Women played prominent roles in both count s .

One of the most pressing needs of the l i berat ion movement
was to capture t he hearts and minds of Mozambicans living i n
the south , far f rom their bases. Thi s wa s no easy ta sk given
the di sta nce and the fact that the col onial regime had organ­
ized a massive propaganda effort to discredit the FRELlMO
"te rrorls ts . " To counte r th is campaign and mobilize popular
suppor t , clandesti ne cell s began to print ant i- colonial fliers
and pamphl ets . The literature, based on material smuggled in
from Tanzania, evoked the long tradit ion of resi stance in
sout hern Mozambique. It spoke of heroic efforts of President
Handlane to unify all Mozambican national ists under the banner
of FRELIMO ,and highlighted the liberation movement's commi tment
to freedom and social justice. 51 Al l cel l members participated
1n th fs campai gn.

~ng thi4 Oo:P>lpo2ign both men and uornen, that is to
BaJI. both boys and girb, produced and distributed
the pa>rlphl8tS. ft'8 weN I10t ssparated j'rcm' t hs boys,
we Bhars.d the /JamB jobs and the Sarll9 l'esponsibiZi­
tUB.52

The published material served as the basi s for study sessions
within t he cell s . Such political slogans. as MFRELIMO -­
Vi ctory or Death," were extracted from the documents and tere­
diate1y scribbled on walls i n t he ci ti es and the surrounding
Afri can t ownships .
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The more substantial publications were clandestinely pro­
duced in l ourenfo Marques and distributed throughout the south­
ern part of t he colo~ . Virginia Hathanda, on@ of the princi­
pal organizer s , d@scribed how they avoided detection.

NJJ nu.8band and I had a 8l1U l l letTY . Late at night u"
dropped off pamphlgt 8 at designated w oatwns i n t1wl
shant y tolJns Mar LoUl'"9>'lfo ~es. It ws 11101'6 dif ­
ficu lt di.tPibuting lIUt s rial i n Gaza provi~ and
J1Ol"th to t1ut~ of lai-lai.~ and I nhambamr.
since "it hu.band we a t~l" and 1'6gu'taJoly a.,live"";
goods t o this aNa u" pr.ac.d t1wl lIUt..rial in ..~Ulf­

IJt%1"ksd CNt... and dzooP?f'd t 1w>rl of f at ~Ml .hop.
along ~th ths otJwl"~itiss. AZ1Ilo.t v.".aiatdy
t1ut P'¢"t'huts ....1"'1 di8tJ"ibutsd aMt:JI'/.!l tlw Iffilitants
witing at ths .hopa. 53

On two occasions, at lea st, ~i l i ta nt s mounted effectiv@
pu bli c campa igns. On Christmas Eve in 1964, wtdle parishioners
were attending mass, young women and men s imu l taneously dropped
thousands of FRELIMO pamphl ets throughout much of the southern
part of the colony calling for the immediate independence of
Mozambique . They left the literature on church steps, in town
squares and at other strategic locations. Esperanca Muthemba ,
then a young girl of seventeen. stayed behind to watch th@
commoti on in front of the ~i n cathedral in lnhambane :

~ peopt. 0(lPIIll out of t1ut cluuoch tMy found tM
patrp hu ta and pick8d tn- wp. 2'1utA~ 10181"'1 aU
~ted and a bi t nBJ"VOU' . J.lMN: did thss.. pal'J'h­
uta CO'lW ft'otn. thelf LkUlt..d to ~7 It1Io i a FREUWJ1
What ~ll. t1wl police do1 Sonw chwochgosl"a u"N ar­
1'6ated and intlll"rogated by the SIlCN t policll but
lNN! subsequtmtZy re leaeed f or lack of infoJm:lti<m . 54

Amont h later the much pUbli cized visit of a papa l delegation
in southern Mozambique wa s almost disrupted when mflitants
infi l t ra ted the large crowd and began to distribute FREllHO
pa~hlets . The pamphle ts demanded independenc@and condemned
the a~~hnce between the catholic Church and the colonial re­
gillle .

The cl andestine cel ls also recrui ted young . i l i tant s and
eventually forged an escape route via Swazi land and Rhodesia
t o Tanzania . A number of teenagers were captured on their way
to FREL IHO bases in Rhodesia . The 1964 arrest of Josina Machel,
who was to become a leading member of the women's detachment ,
demon strated the danger posed by the close working relationship
between the Portuguese secret pOl fee and their Rhodesfan and
Sout h African counte rpart s.
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I IoUa arruud at the Vict.,.<.1 Fallw .m the fl"Ontier
b'IltullJen Rht;xhllia and zambia. 'rhe Rhodesian police
arNstsd IIW and SB7It 1IIIlI back to Lu..."'6n.t;o Marques .
TheN USN s i ght in OW" group. boys and girts. The
Pol"tugues9 po l.iae threatened U8. intsrl"Ogatsd us and
b6at up t he boys . I w e i n pm.m for siz months
lori.thout b6ing SS1'I tB71csd or condewnsd. I lJa S in pri­
lWl'I for ""; IrlOJ'It he tJithout then! broingi ng a case a­
gainllt IIW . 6

Haria Hutanda and her I'Iusband were UlOng those lIi1 i t ants
~ Rhodesian security arrested . They were both IlOre fortu­
nete than Josina . Instead of being sent back to Mozamb ique,
t hey spent a month in a Rhodesian jail and then were al lowed
to return to Swazi land where t hey had establis hed legal resi- ~
dence. Short ly after t hei r return. they received a communique
from fREL IHO leaders tell ing them not to t ry to escape again
but to remai n in Swazi land. Their mission was t o organi ze a
net-crk of Mozambican exiles and sympathetic Swazts to ensure
that escapees -culd have a place to hide and -culd be able to
obtain Swaz i passports and travel doc.-ents to pel'1l1t t hl!lll t o
travel undetected through Rhodesia . One ' act ivist ' whose sup­
port proved cr iti cal was a son of the Swazi King Sobhuza.
Acting without his father ' s pe~fssfon, this unl i kely sympathi ­
zer supported the necessary permits and provided the mi litants
with a measure of prot ection. 57

Once they had secured t ravel documen t s and places to hide
t he 1fugi t fve1; Haria and other fRE lIHO members returned to
Moza~ique to recruit prospective freedom f ight ers in t hei r
rural liaza IloIlelands .

I and lIiVWl"al othBl"~ ,..tWOMd to Chibutli to 01"­
pia" thll /foamg IrlIS1'I and IobIIeI1 in OW" ttillagell. We
hIIld .BaNt "."ting. at night and a number of lJOWlg
pciop~ joimul. The Zoool adlrrinu t rator b6tX1Mt1 TJ4l"1J
llullpicicus. Ornl day he called ~ into his office
and beat /PIlI. The chill f . II1!J husband ' . unc l fl. had
informed 071 ""' . I ws dot1tained fo l" several days
and NpotJatsdlll bot1aUn but llot1Ver ~1cn<:xJl&iged II1!J twa
t o FRELI1CJ. In thll s nd I we Nlot1aBsd with a .terrl
~ingrt not b6OOl11ing involusd lorith the tot1l"­
l"Orutll.

Other ai li tant s based in Swazi land dropped off tickets . money
and travel documents at safe houses i n louren~o Marques whi ch
enabled a small nl"lllber to escape without detection.59 At the
same time t he FRELI MO cell s in Inhambane, Xa i -Xai and Louren~o

Marques organized t he escape of several militants from wi t hin
their ranks. Among those who managed to flee was Josin a Machel.
Al most immediately after her release from impr i sonment she
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escaped with a group of young .ilftants to S~zi l a nd . travelled
undetec ted through South Afr ica, and ar r ived in Bechuanaland
There the six young exi les were ar rested by Br i t i sh authori t ies ,
who governed t he crown colo ny , and i t was only after extensive
inte rnational pressure t hat t hey were rel eased. In May 1965,
almost half a year af te r they fled Mozambique, they arr ived i~
Tanzania . 60

But these were among the fortuna te few. In response to
FRELIHO activity the Portuguese intensified frontier survefl ­
lance and effectively infiltrated a number of urban cells.
- In llecember 1964 , - reeeeteree Virginfa Tembe . ·PIDE discovered
our cell fn Inhambane . Those of us who were not arrested fl ed
to t he bush where we hid until we could ~ke our way t o Swazi ­
land, a journey t hat took over a mont h. "61 Among those de- .
ta ined fn Inhambane, Xaf-Xaf and loure n~o Marques were a number
of senior organfzers . In desperation, the rema i ni ng lea dership
agreed that only a ~ss exodus would prevent their incarcera ­
tion , and for three months they carefully developed t hei r plan
of escape.

Early in March 1965 small groups of FREL IHO supporters
slipped out of t hei r hODes . They travelled in twos and t hrees .
makfng their way toward the Swaziland border. Rufina Hut hemba's
account capt ures t he drama of their escape:

A8 I "nUNd tM bus I b4J0Q1fNI UlIl"!I 8CKrl'4Jd. W4J 1018J'4J
atl di.~i.sd. Jill nad 'Lilt OW" hail'~. daI"~

OW" taosll ClI1d IJOJ'4J ~!aooIaB em OW"~. so t kat
1018 1018,." not ~£ 1.4 BWrl to psop%.B IoIho knA' us
IoI8tl. As thB buB seopp.d a'Llmg thB 'Ltmg• .nM1.Itg
n:1IoIt8. othB,.. j'l'otJt OW" fll'014' got em boo:ud. ... PW1/In'

aolosouUdged thBiJo pN.-oc. ... got of! in 8/Ill2ll.
({l'OI4's at IUsi.gPsaUd stops n-.zro Ncn:1oaha (a /l'<m­
tUl' ~). and w hid in a..;.gn.d MnwS . IN H·
~ilWd thB:t'fl tOl' a 'tA) q.s. F£1II2tllf. at 2:00
o 'owole in tM IIt'm£J1g. OW" group of tOW" IolQIrWn
and tLIo mom dipp41d aeros, tkIJ homl' and Joi n4Jd
tM ot"'", ""'" had IU'2"il.led j",st b4JtOH "'s. '52

All in all, seventy-two women and -en and three young chi ldren
had managed to escape.

The -Seventy-Fi ve- as they popul arly became known renained
in two FRElINO-n.m centers in Mbabane. the Swaziland capito l ,
from January to May . The militants held clandestine polf tical
discussions in the evening and pla nned their flight to Tanzanfa
despite t he Swazi government 's restrict ions on thei r movements .
Through intermedia ries they contacted a European trader who had
previously helped to smuggle members to Tanzanfa. On the nfght
of May 9 the militants were picked up at an isolated spot along
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the SOuth African border. The trader had alerted the South
African authorities I He worked for thea! After a brief in­
terrogation. all seve~ty-fiYe were handed over to the Portu­
guese secret police . 53

The fourteen women were incarcerated in Havalane prison
on the outskirts of lOuren\o Marques. They were spared torture
and death, unlike their ma e comrades, but suffered greatly .
They were placed in one small cell without any bathroom facili­
ties and for the first two days they received no food. There­
after they were subjected to the capricious whims of the
guards .

W9 !oleN tNaUd Vtn'j/ badl.y bII tM guards and bII PIDE.
7'hey~ ~ gilt up at 3 o'ol.oclc in ths 1IlO1"l1ir1g IJIwm
it IoUS W1'I( ootd to taks batM. ... r.Jer6 gil"," POl'­
~ that w. UuldibUi .nth bug_ and sand. "J.'hsI1 loW

bilOWlW iU tMIl Hfuaed to giw wa any lItlIdicat. tNat-
lIIIf7l;t. A. a H~tt. t1wN WiJN • .wJ'la~ ~ 1IrIUNJ
babe. who dWd f o'1' Zaak of~t. D4

The women and their ch11dnen were subsequently transferred to
a civilian jail in the capital and ulti.ately to a workhouse
frm which they wert eeteesee in 1968 after three and a half
years in detention. 65 Other women who had helped to organize
the escape of the ·Seventy~Five· were also imprisoned and by
1966 the colonial state had effectively destroyed the last
vestiges of organized FRELlMO support in southern Mozambique. 56

THE ARMED STRUGGLE AND THE ROLE OF WOMEN

It happened in the silence of the night of September 25,
1964. With logistical assistance from the surrounding popula­
tion, FRELIMO fighters attacked the Portuguese administrative
post at Chai fn Cabo Delgado province. The colonial authori­
ties were taken by surprise despite pre-warnings by a lQ,yal1st
chief . The guerrillas were able to d~ge the post and kfll
one policeman and wound several others before melting back into
the forest.

The raid at Chat marked the beginning of the military
campaign against the colonial regime. Employing classic guer­
rilla tactics -- ambushing patrols, sabotaging communication
and railroad lines, and making hit-and-run attacks against
colonfal outposts -- and then rapidly fading into inaccessible
backwater areas, FRELIHO militants were able to evade pursuit
and surveillance . In the two northern orovtnces of xtasse and
Cabo Delgado, FRELlHO's peasant networ k provided cr itical sup-
plies and ammunition.67 .

From the outset of the fighting Mozambican women, Inte-
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grated into FREllHO's rural support network , played an i~or­

tant role in five cr1t1cal support activities . These were :
1) mobilizIng and recruiting new militants; 2) engaging tn es­
pIonage; 3) ca rrying war aa terl el over long and t reacherous
routes; 4} procuri ng food for the guerri l las; and 5) helping
to organize the rudimentary network of soci al serv ices esta b­
l ished In t he li berat ed zones . In all these activities they
worked side by side with t heir male counte rpar ts . Yet , for
all the appearance of sex equality, t hey were 1n1tlal1y barred
from receiving military training and engaging 1n comba t , which
remained the exclusive domain of men . This prohibi tion as well
as women's absence f~ positions of authority is the clearest
Indication that the male leadership was still committed to
pe~tuating historic sex inequality. despi te its revolutiona~

politi cal agenda .

FrCII the bush base wanen cadres , generally working together
with ~le organizers. went to local vil lages each night for
meetings with sympathetic vi llagers . Thei r objectives varied
from recruiting new members to conv incing ent i re communities
to move in the interior where t hey wou ld be under t he protec­
t ion of fRElIMO. After the l arge vi llage"meeting the female
mi li tants would hold a special session for t he peasant women
where they would explain -why the struggle was important not
only in terms of freeing our country but also freeing women
f~ t he abuses both of traditional society and coloniali~ . -68
· We eaphasized, - noted Joaqqjna Tobias. -how women in fRELlMO
were treated equal to .en. -6 A ntllber of new recruits acknow­
ledged that this appeal had a strong i..act on thell. Modesta
Ass1kla. who was twenty-b") when fRELtMO cadres entered her
village. was moved both by the words of the women and "because
she had heard that there were already many women in fREL lHO and
that it was common kn~Oedge that FRELIMO wanted to l ibera te
women as wel l as men .- But female cadres were not employed
only to recruit women. Accordi ng to a Wes te rn journal ist who
accopmanied fRE LIHO forces during t he early phase of t he war,
women -were very useful as politi cal mobilizers and in recrui t ­
ing hesitant ~les as guerrillas. They achieved this by f irst
converting theIr wives who in turn pressured their husbands
into joining . - 1 Pauline Mateos , a . i l i tary commander in the
northern province of Cabo Delgado. explained the use of this
strategy. -sa.e -en have no heart for fighting, - she said .
-They are afraid if they don't want to leave their families
and fields. But once a ~n tells her man t o go and fight,
he feels more inclined . - / Z

Not all women , or men for that matter . who joined t he
l iberati on movement were i nspired by the appeals of t he f REL IMQ
cadres . Some, such as fatima Akidi, who l i ved in Niassa pro­
vince, had thei r lives shattered by t he war and initia l ly had
no other alternative.
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Ol'iginaU-y . I believed that the peopls of t he nuto
(bush) . the 'FRELINOs' ae they w re aal'Led. WreDaa
people si 1lOB they Pl'OlJOked the fury of t he Portuguese
lJho r6taliated against us . .. After one such i nci­
dent PIDE arresud my husband and myseLf and QCl:JUsed
us Of being spies . They beat us . interrogated uS
untiL it lo\:lS "l"4l' that w did not knm.J anything.
yet I lo\:lS kBpt in solitary confirwmt.mt f or f our
nmcths during which time I l6a2'l16d of my husband's
d8ath . After I tJQ:s freed. I decidsd to flee to
HllmJi • • • In the bush I 671COWItered 8 f.lme FRELINOs.
I did not want to go lJith them but I had no choice .
Alnt:Jst itmtediattilly I Salol the difficult o:wnditions
under lJhich they lived and holJ concerned they wre
about holJ the people suffered. I 8 Q!J holJ /1161I and
lo1OlIIEm lJOrked Bids by Bids. So my life~ to
OhangB. with my first husband it ~B only I lJho
CIal"l'Ud the lJOOd. lJith my tools and child on my back
and 116 did nothing. I lo/Ill7l.t to f e tch the wter and he
rema.Wd 8eated~ I thought that W B nol'\'lt1l and that
I 1oU8 inferior. 3

Fatima el ect ed t o rema i n with the guerr illas . Others joined
the ranks of t he l iberation movement even before FRElIHO
cadres reached thei r vi l l ages. Di01inda Simango came from the
cent ral province of Mani ca and Sofa 1a. She travelled 800 miles ,
most of it on foot through a territory under Portuguese con­
trol before she arrived at a FRElIHO base in Tanzania. /4

Ma ny of the new recrui ts , as wel l as the seasoned veter­
ans , were cal led upon t o t ransport wa r mat er ie l without whi ch
FRELIMO coul d not sustai n its military effor t . It was a long
and arduous task car ryi ng the weapons and munitions, character­
istical ly i n crates weighing 50 ki los (110 pounds) , from supply
bases j ust inside Tanzania to t he front l ine .

Everything must be brought in from outsids. on our
hsadt. and IJoj must plan these routes according to
our geographical position. Host nearby cOU7Itnes are
unfriendly to UtI; it takes a nmcth to carry a box of
el1mIWtition i nto Niassa province fr'om the frontur.
for e.=nple. because the distances are eno:rmous.
Since U, cannot rids. IJoj must tJQ:lk. And on the wy
the gutllrriZw and carriers are contending lJith hun­
gIlr. thirst and 3ick7ulss. 75

MI t was very dif f icult. Mconfi nned Rosa Al bi no. "Hy shoulders .
~ back and my legs were always sore. "76

Peasant suppor ters , both women and men. also provided
st rategic infonma t ion to the guer r i l l as.
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'I'M peapls an united and hel p us . {}thsMss . f or
i.rnltanc6 . w oouZdn't go into~ a:nas; it ill ths
ptlOpz. who giWf Ia all OW' inf~ion. about the~­

_u of tn.~. tMi.. strfmgth and thaiI" posititmo
Aue. whom loll' .ean lot:lJO/ci.ng in an aNa uhBN .... haH
no fo<x1. blroaullB loIS ha1Hi PlOt list had ths Oppo7'tWlit/t'
to grow a,% ths people ItUpplll US: and f ll fld us . JIfI
also heZp ths peopu. UntiL militias have b.6lPl

f o:t'mlN1 in a NgWn. W pft:luot the pup:' in thei..
f w'kU agawt tn. act",," a:rtd ~z.. of tJwt ookm:­
w lu"; 10M tn"f/Wli.. 'IA' uilIag._ uIwn .. hatM' to
~U tM ~pl. j'POWl a .-oM~• • of tn. ~;
loIS prouot them again6t the~.

Young girls were parti cularl y effecti ve as spies si nce the
colonial troops viewed t hem as fl irtat ious sex objects .

But for all t he drama of spying and pol i tt cal -ebilt zing
and t he sense of accompl fs hRent wh ich the fi rst FREL lMO .1 11·
tants experienced during t he f irst two years of t he armed
stru ggle , most women in the movement spent almos t all of their
time work ing in the fie lds surrounding the FREllHO bases . They
cultivated maize and ~nioc , wi th the l at ter becomi ng t he st a­
ple food of the guerrillas . It is t rue t hat t hei r IIIle coun­
terparts jo ined theM at strategic IlOaIents ..in t he planting or
harvesting cycle . never t heless the traditional sexual divi sion
of l abor remai ned la rgely unchanged despi te FRElIMO's rhetori c.
Moreover, the women were expected to cook food and provfde other
domestic tasks when guerri l la uni ts returned to the ma fn bases .
In short , they were involved in service ~les . typical ly as­
signed to thelll by virtue of befng women.

By the ~i dd l e of 1966 a contra dictory si tuation had de­
veloped withi n the l i berat ion movement with regard to the eman­
cipat fon of women. As stat ed earlier , sex equali ty wa s on
agenda i n FREl IHO ' s ideology and radical pronouncements . But
at i t s best th is represen ted a vision of t he future rather than
a nom 90veming the behavior of FRElIMO IM!IlOers . We have also
indi cated the sharp distinction between the rheto ric of equal1ty
and the reality of inequality in the struggle over t he r ight of
women to bear arms, In connection with t his i ssue, a 1965
FRElI MO war communi qu~ refe rred t o the heroic effort of twenty-

~~ie~~n~i~:~~~7~~uio~~irt~~v~;~~i ;~~~e:~'; ~j~~n-
traventi on to FRElIHO policy. The leadership , whic h wa s a l~st

ent irely male, was initially strongly opposed to women receiving
guerrilla training or even serving in rural militias . Th is
opposi tion , as we have seen above, had the effect of assi gning
domes ti c chores to women, and t hereby creat ing a second-c lass
status of women within the movement .
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But then as WOlDen increased in n~r. absorbed the
FREll HO rhetori c. and gained greate r self-conf idence. beca.lng
i n t he process more conscious of the gap between theo~ and
real ity , they began to protest the ir subordinate position . By
1966 a number of women were complai ning of discrim ination wit h­
in t he movement and speci fical ly attacking the poli cies which
prohibi t ed t hem from beari ng anms.

"'urn IJe g1.l'la . tazotsd to loIOJ'k~ tMN lola • • tl"Ol'lg oppo­
sition to oW' partioipation. &1aau'8 that ~ agail1. t
OW" tl'adition. IIoiI tJwm .ea:rUd a big CU"P2igrt u­
pz.a~ing why 10M aL.o had eo fight . that eM FRELDI'J
W a ptJOp14. ' loW" in which tlw what. ~z.~t par­
tiMpau. t hat W' WOIIWI'S -WiltN IWHl'I~ oppH. Hd and
that IollI th8,..!o,.. had tM roight a.- ud l (U tM llitl
WId the . tN>lgth to f ight. IIoiI wuUd orI _QW"~
IIfHita1'll tl"aini ng cutd btlirtg giHn~. 80

Rosa Albino described a s imila r situation:

I t w e impaJ'tant fo r us as IolOnI9I1 to oombat tM 1IZZl.8
pl'1lJudi.ces tJhi.ch Nl1 tltJoough t M lPIWe_t. M:tnll ""' '''
did nat WkUl'.tand why t M ll1IUnOipa t iort of lJOmlm ~
a ""OillB.ta!"/f pat't of t he .tn..ggl. against oo1orliali4lrlr.
"'urn thlly jeiMd FRELIM) tNly IolItN teld that tM tIIIUn·

aipatUm of~~ pal"t of t M ONatiors of l2 PIAl
.oowtJ/ but it w. W!'!f diffiAw l t f Or' thtrrrr te undsJ'­
. tand. It IJlU too at.tl"l2Ct. 81

Their demands . ..... ich began a process of changing re lat ions
of power between the sexes. caug ht the leadership by surprise .
Bit ter ly divided over issues of race, class and ethnic ity. and
t ryi ng to devel op an appropriate st rategy for neutra lizing the
technical super iori ty of the Portuguese forces, the l eadership
had given l i t t le attention to sex inequality. Once i t sur­
faced, however, the leadership cou ld no longer ignore t he is­
sue. Presi dent Hondlane and a majority of the Executive cam.
mittee of the Cent ral Committee. includ ing Samora Machel ,
Marcelino dos Sant os and Joaqufm Chi ssano , ·who I'Ild taken a
radical ra t her than a nar row nat ionali st posi t ion, recognized
that the emancipation of women had to becODe a cent ral feature
of the revol ut ion. Afte r a parti cularly acrl MOnious debate.
in whi ch the nat ionali sts sought to blunt a~ ser ious discus­
sion of t he role of women, the Cent ral ~ittee acknowledged
in October 1966 t he serious nature of the problem. For the
fi rs t t ime it Mcondemned the tendency which exists among ma~

male members of FREllHO to systematical ly exclude women from
the discus si on of problems re l aa~d to t he Revolution, and to
limit them to execut ing task s." The document further empha­
si zed that appropriate measures wou ld be taken Mt o assure t he
part icipat ion of women i n the direct ion of work , in the differ-
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ent organs and in all le vels f roG the circle t o the tentra l
CoImIt ttee and the Cong ress. 83

At approx ; ~tely the same t 1~ a women' s organization,
llFEMO (t he lea gue of MozaMbican Wanen) . was organized . The
mai n t hene of its firs t meeti ng , hel d f roM Hay 31 t o June 4,
1966, was t he part ici pat ion of women 1n the actual anned strug­
gle. Sel i na Sfmanqo, president of the organizat ion, set the
tone 1n her opening address whi ch present ed a very romant i ci zed
pIcture :

As I am talking. hw1dNds of (lJOnI(mJ l.1ith guns in
ehsil' hands IaN] rObing the snemy or defending the
papulaticn.. SCnt6 of them have alHady given. thili l'
lilHlS during fi81'rU1 battles . !CJy IIt)N ttiU do the
8Q1W . Fl'OfJI this loI6 cal1 8e8 that thB Ho=rbican IolOrIw1'I
aN playing t1uJil' fu l l skare in e1ul lWeNtUm strug­
gu. SO thB ...,~~ can be~ to
Vwtna1lls•• uha aN annihilating U.S. IJOldws and
doY1ing U.S . plans. . ~ of tMs. 1Ieroines aN

diIad. ~t thnl' MPPWB will liw ~tionattn
~t'Wl'l. 84

t'klre realistically, President Hondlane responded that the two
IIlst llllledtat e u sb were "t be tnt~ration of the WOllen of Mo­
zaMbi que into the actual armed struggle- and the ir - int egr at ion
into the popUlar mi l i tf as.-S5

Several months later , in early 1967, FRElIHO selected the
first group of women from cabo Delgado and Niassa to begin
milita~ and po11tical training at the FRElIMO base in Nachi ng­
wea, Tanzania. To sat isfy conservative male skeptics who argued
that women were Incapable of going through the rigorous mi l i t ary
and ideologi cal tra ining. the divided leadership agreed that
thi s would be done on a provisional basis . Josina Machel . who
wa s in the f i rst group and later became a political commi ssar
in the women's detac~nt, wrote:

At firat thU wa J1WHly Il'J~~t W d~r
jw.at uhat COOItributiort IoloWI'l ocuLi IIt1k6 tl) the NtIOtu­
tUm -. how tMY wouZd "sa their initiati1Hl~ tJMtMl'
t1wy WN in faDt eapabt. of fwlfiUing c.l'tain t.ub .
r1w '~t' PJ"Ol'fkl highly ~aaj'ul <%I1d this
fint gr'01l(' of II/CJ!Im NOO7'lIl tM fotlN1s~rsof tM
~'a datachwolt ... 86

The creat ion of the women' s deta chment (Destacamento Feminino)
i n 1967 ma rked the first full partic ipation of women in the
anned st ruggl e. It also reflected the increasing dominance
within the leadership of the more radical faction, led by Pres­
ident Hendlane, who viewed the strug9le as one to transform
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society and not merely to end colonialism.

Join ing the ranks of the fema le recruits at Nachingwea
were women from all parts of t he colony. It was FRELIMO poli ­
cy to bring together people from diverse backgrounds so that
the recruits woul d real ize the vastness of Mozambique and t hat
everybody regardle ss of ethni c background, was exploited by
colonial i sm. There were Shangaan and Chope women from the
sout h, Ndau and Shona from the central highlands , and women of
Makua, Yao and Makonde descent from the far north. Initially
this posed ser ious problems of communication. At Nachingwea,
noted Joaquina, "we i nitially had great di fficulty understand­
i ng each other. Qui ckly we each learned a bit of Macua , Yao ,
Shona and Ndau as well as Portuguese in formal classes wn~Ch

eventually became the most common mode of communication.

Studying and training toget~,.." _150 crea ted a bond of uni ­
ty which transcended narrow ethnic loyal t ies . Rita Mul umuba
recalled that

In our unit s there are peopl-e from. eV6l'/J region; I am
lX.th the Ajwzs. Nyanjaa. HakQndes. and peopl-e from
Zambellia . I bel.ieve thi8 i s good; befoN lJe did not
think of oursel-ves as a aingle nation; FRELIMO has
s kown us t hat lJe are one peopl.e. We have W1it eggta
destl'OY POl'tuguese colonial-ism and impeJOiaU sm.

At Nachingwea the women's detachment went through the same rig­
orous tra ining as their male counter parts. They woke at between
thre e and four in the morning, exercised , and then had break­
fast . Ea ch morni ng they had mi l i t ary traini ng in which they
learned how to use the full array of light weapons in the FRE­
LIMO arsenal. "We began first with carbines , HNs and then moved
t o bazookas, morta rs and landmines ," recalled Joachina Tobias.
"We not only had to demonstrate that we could operate t hese
weapons, " s~ continued , "but that we could dismantle and main­
ta in t hem . " After lunch the trainees learned Portuguese and
some rudimentary history and geography . Evening sessions were
devoted to politica l educati on. Toward the end of their tra in­
ing, long strenuous marches to test the ir stamina became more
frequent. According to Paul ine Mateos , who was in charge of
200 women guerri llas, the members of her detachment did as wel l
as their ma le comrades .

IN und8rgo the same program as the me:n: because lJe ~ll

1>6 doing me:n: 's wozok. we atay in the same campa and
lJB regard them as OW' brothel'S . We suffel' hungezo and
thir st and heat aa they do. and lJB l-eazon to handle an
kindB of azoms. When lJB [izost begin OW' t ra ining t.le
thi nk t hat lJ(I: r.ritl die of hungezo and fati{JUe . With
the men t.le are marched past lMtezo holes and zoivezos .
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and not pe7'l'litted by OlD' tl"l:Zilwro to dJoink althQugh
Ioll1 nright b.~ COllap 88 IXth tllips t . f'IIu i4 dov
to tQuglurn U8 foro tM t•• iolh8I'l IN flright IottI'1 t to
drink loUts,. f1'ot'r 80W'C6:8 lJU~ct.a of btring poi~
by the~. FVtal'Ly . 1IMJ1 10M' a:zo.- strong 1l7IOU9" to
have OVBl'Cl;)fW all of t hes. trials. IN find that /JII

OCUI Inlff.Y' as IPlWCh and IPIlD'Ch aB UPtg a6 any of tM
11I6I1, stJen r.ti.th OW' packs and roinBS . Somstws iolIf
overpass IIIlll1 tJho have co I 1.apud: 90

At the end of the s 1~-month t raining peri od. t he women's
pla toons sel ected as thei r Mresponsl blesM those 1n whose poli­
tfca1 and leadership qua l ities they had the most confidence
and were dispatched to FRELI HO camps wi t hi n the l iberat ed zones
of Mozambique . A sma l l number of women rema ined in Nachtngwea
for additional training as nurses or to be~ome t he inst ructo rs
of tile next group of rec ruits who arrhed . 91

Back in Mozambique the ~n assumed one or two .11tta~

roles . Host platoons rece ived the task of defending libera ted
erees agai nst the @scalating Port ugu@se attacks. -T~ . n i ta ry
activities of th@ women ,- recall@d one combatant. -ar@ generally
concent rat @d . together with the mili t ia , in the defense of t he
li berat@d zones. In th is way. the ~n are partly fr@@d f~
the task of defense and can concentrate on the offensive i n
t he advance zo~es .92 They also help@d t he peasants to organize
l ocal militias, taught them rudimentary mi lita ry skillS ' and
encouraged women to partici pate 1n these act1vi ti es .

Other women 's briga des under took, side by s1de wit h their
male counterparts . offens1 ve act ions agai nst t he colonial for ­
ces. They laid mines. ambus hed Port uguese convoys, and attac ked
rural bases and. as one combatant proudly proclaimed . -They
proved to be as capable and courageous as thei r ma le comrades .-94
SlIlI'lIa r ized below is the battle record of one woman stationed in
Cabo Delgado:

I have aZ~ taken pcc-e in lIU'Iy battu. . sc- of
the "".t iMport<l7lt 1olIO'N: an a'IIbu.h agawt a oon­
1o'Oli 0"'1 tiler~MAd~ road om 16 Jul fl 1967.
r.ilel"e \olIf de. trolled WQ lc:r'l"i4. <%1Id kiZled IIU"tfI ""N
of the 9l'I8l'IIY. An a:r-tiZl81"!f WId infantrJI attack a­
gaimlt the NangoZoz.:, p.nt; WQ how• • UltN a..tl'O!fed
and t heil' Mlicopul's came fou:t' tinw. to co Zuat t M
dead and tau tM loIOW'lded to tM hospita l at Hu8da.
Dw>i"fJ tM 1970 offlPUJi1Je I participated in ~ alii"'"

bushes. OM on tke Hu9da.-Hoaimboa cia Praia l'Oad.
the other ()7l the Nacatal'-Huflda road, NsuZting N­

sp€ct i ve ZIl in faul' tol'l"i8s disablsd and t Juoes des­
tl'O!led. Last flSal' (1971) my unit de8tl'01Isd Zol"1"'i4ll1
in an ambush ()7l the Nuatids-Hueda road. I alao took.
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part in one big attack against the Mudimbe post in
1971. in ~hich our a~tillery and infantry dest~yed

m::xny houses. The helicoptier came seven times fo~

the dead and IJOwtded. Sho~tly afte~ t~t attack the
enemy elJaCUated the post definitivelY.

White most of these actions were small in scale , the women
fighti ng in Tete province participated in major ~~tacks on
tuguese bases at Chingodzf, Ma loeara and Est1ma .

SELF-LIBERATION IN ACTION

Por-

Like any new recrufts going into battle, many women ini­
tially experienced fear and horror at the brutality of war.
"The first time I shot an enemy soldier I had nightmares,"
recalled Pau line Hateus , "but thereafter I came t o understand
that it was a nonnal part of war.,,97 But women also experienced
a sense of power and dignity . "What I remembered after my
first battle was being freed from my feeling of inferiority,"
said Rosa Albino.9H Another militant described the pride in
fighting to free her country and also her own sense of personal
liberation which accompanied "the realization that I was the
equal of any man. "99 Perhaps Paulina Mateus sumned it up best:

I 110 Z<mge~ f e tt t hat dif fennces eeieted bett.>een men
and nf/;/self since we f ought side by side, we IrtZl'ched
tcge the~. organi2ed ambushes tcgethe~. se fJUffe~d

defeats togethe~ as lJell as t he joys Of victory . 100

Instilled with this new sense of self-confidence many mili-
tants began to take a more actfve role in other aspects of the
strugg le previously reserved for men . President Mondla ne wrote
in 1968:

~h the amy. ~ have s tarted to take l'6spon­
sibi h ty in 1IWIY az'6aS; they /rave l earned t o stand up
and speak at public meetings, to take an ac t ive paM:
in poLitics. The Bi ght of armed~ ~ho get up and
talk in fi'on t of Large audiences caus ed ~it amaze-
ment, ~en i nm-edulity i n the movement .

In addition to combat , members of the women's detachment
continued their previous tasks -~ transporti ng war materie l and
engagfng in clandest i ne activity and politica l mobilization .
Josina Hachel maintained that within the liberation movement
women were recognized as being fa r more successful at recrufting
new militants than male cadres .

It haB been proven that we IJOmel1 can pe~fo1'm thi s tas k
of I1IObiZi2ation and education bette~ than the men for­
~ ~eallonB. Fi~stly. it is eaeier fo~ us to appt'CaCh

165



other' L)(;m€:1l; and. second ty. t he men aN mo-re Bas1.ty con­
virteed of t he important ro te of women when confronted
I.>i. th the WlUsua t s i ght of confident and capabte f erro. t s
miti tan t s who are t hemsetves the best e=rptes of what
they are PropowuIi119' HOlJf1l)er. our actil1ities are di ­
rect ed equaUy at t he men and t he pre eenoe of errnrtei­
pat ed lJOmtm beari119 al'IIIS 8ft611 s hames them il'lt o taking
mo-re positive positions . 1

The women's detachment al so was i nst rumen tal in organizing
a social wel fare network in the l iberated zones . It ran the
FRELIHO orphanage, which took care of chi ldren whose parents
were f ight ing in the war as well as those whose parents had
been ki l led , and played an act ive rol e in the l iteracy cam­
paigns organized by t he Department of Educati on whi ch they re­
cognized were needed 03 increase women' s sel f-est eem and poli­
t i cal consciousness . 1

He-re again IJ6 have to overoo-e the outdated pNjudices
of fathel's and husbands -regarding the idea of sduca­
tion fOl' women. But we are groduaUy l.ri.rmi119 t he bat­
He. fo r they real-i-se tha t a Ziterote and educatsd
r.1OrPUOl caJ1 nt!ke a far more constructivs Cimt roibuti.:m
t o the :relloZ.ution than WI ignoro;nt 01'16 . We 1lOIJ have
ntVl:y girls il'l M echool.e, some of ullom have f erro. le
teachel's . . •

The very vis ibi lity of women exper1enci ng a new sense of
poli ti cal consciousness and personal confi dence , however, not
only heightened sex antagonism, i t posed a t hreat to trad itional
sex rol es . In Vi l lages both i nsi de and outside t he l i berated
zones, women cadres encounte red strong opposition and skepti­
cism from rural ma le elders who resented the loss of authority
and power . Despite officia l pronou ncements that women had t he
ri ght and, indeed , the responsibi lity to bear arms , many nor­
thern men, especial ly in Musl imcommunities , viewed them with
contempt. some men demanded that t hei r daughters and wi ves,
who were in FRELIMO, "return home and do the appropria te jobs
of women . "10S Older women of ten expressed the same sent1ment .106

Even within the l i beration force the position of women
remai ned ambiguous. In the polit ico-mil ita ry sphere , despite
t he fonma ti on of t he women's detachment , there were i ni t ial ly
no women off icers higher t han platoon leaders. At a public
meet ing in 1968 a woma n in one of t he uni ts angr i ly complai ned
to President Mondlane that "women were not bei ng trained as
off icers so that all off icers were men. "107 I'klndlane' s response
"t hat nobody thought of mak ing women officers."108 sugges ts how
far FRElIMO st i l l had t o go.
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PUBLIC EQUALITY. PR IVATE INEQUALITY

It was in the private and domestic spheres, however . that
the cont radic t ions were most obvious. Both men and women mili ­
tants tended t o ent er into social and physical relationships
with their - t radi t ional" values and stereotypes intact. For
example , many men viewed women as sexual objects and refused
to accept re sponsibil ity for their offspring. Reca l led one
mi litant who had joined the women' s detachment in 1967:

OUr NZationship. Iori.th IIIlm WN a~s di f ficult to
f igwN C1I4t ~Sfl IIUl1Y o f thew! Ululd prorrri•• IIW"­

M4ge. but it l'al"Ifllt~. !Wrz lJhsn it~
it did 'lDt /IIlIQI'S tM end of p1'Obz-.. For ~u. I
f iJ1aZZIt stayed wi t h OM /lUI'! fr'ottI~ I~ pNg­
Pl<Mt . but then 1uI Nfuaed to accept th.ir chikl. say­
i ng that t he child we 'lOt hi.. Be even tmg~.Ud

tha t I take IIWldmtic>z to i..auce dbonion. I N ­

fUlIsd and I had the child. I reaUud t1wn hoi.> di f ­
ficult it ws going to be lJi th tl.IO chil.d:Nm . HOLJ
to lJOI'k and tabor oare of tw chi ld1'en a t t h8 Barns
time?109

That her experience was not unique was conf i rmed by Modesta
Assikala who noted, - that while many comrades married during
t he war, ot her j had sexual relati ons (and chi l dren) but never
got ma rried .- l 0 She went on to note that such things were
probably ineyi tab le , given the communal liYing pat t erns for
~il i tants . Moreoyer , ~rri age did not resolve the problems.
On the cont rary, wh il e ~"Y of the ~\ e soldi ers accepted the
fa ct that women had t he r ight to f ight, within the household
-our husbands cont inued to treat us as if they were still petty
chiefs . To fetch water , cl ean the house, prepare dinner and
take care of the chil dren were all our tasks . In general they
did not do anything and we did not demand that they do anythi ng.M1l l

As in the publi c domain, FREllMO policies and the self­
conscious mi l i tancy of the women, began to challenge male hege­
mony. The expli cit denunci ation at the Second Party Congress
in 1968 of polygamy , bri depr ice and traditional practices whi ch
exploited women and t he presence of women sol diers and fema le
off ice rs forced a nllllber of IIlE'n as well as wcmen to begin to
reconside r deeply-held assumptions about sex relations . - It
was a jol t t o have women inst ructors at Nachingwea, - recalled
one militant. "Here we re young IIlE'n learning t o be fighters re­
ceiYi ng inst ructi on f rom fema le officers and we soon learned
that t hey were as tough as nails . And we begrudgingly gave
them our rei~2ct . My world of male super ior i ty was turned up-
side down ." On the other hand, a female freedom fighter
remembered that
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It !.US e6V8N~ yiJ<1l"e after the loW" began lHIfo:f'6 thinge
etart~d t o change. Ths. Q:1'fIIlld etrugg'UJ MC~..i.tated
that I'I'IllI'I cvtd lo/()PlHJJ'I p~rfol'Wl the e(1T1lB taelca l>ri-thout di e ­
t wtion. 419 began to oombat lrrid6proi.ce. I'I'IllI'I begwt to
lolOrk il'l t he rwrs~roiee aI'Id iPl t he kitchena~ aI'Id lolO­

men both began to cook . II. lo\?IIIBI'I a~eo lHIgan to lHI
CUllbatante .,hich radi.t;JQ ~ ~y tl"Cmsforme4 OW" lives aI'Id
t Jut of men. I n t he _st~s ~ as wZZ as .own
spoka up about if pl'Obt.- aI'Id pmoticipaUd U! poli­
tica~ iUbates. 1

Her account summarises t he obstac les women had to overcome and
shows t he time factor i nvolved in t he process of women's eman­
cipation . It also demons trates that t he emancipation had be­
come an i~rtant issue of debate within FRELIHO. In short ,
by t he early 1970's the army had become a school in wh ich pre­
blems of t r ibal i sm, raci s- and sexi~ were expli citly addressed,
if not complet ely overcome .

WOMEN IN THE LIBERATED ZONES

These women in the armed strugg le , for all the progress
they made, represented an insignif icant fra ction of the t otal
fema l e population. Throughout the first decade of the armed
st rugg le , most women , includin9 those l iving in the liberated
zones, did not experience a profound transfonnation in sex
equal ity .

To win popular suppor t for the revoluti onary struggle the
FRELIMO leadership recognized t hat it had to integrate t he pea­
sant s into the politi cal process, end exploitative economic
practi ces, improve the quality of their lives , and provide them
wi th a hope and a vis ion of a new and j ust society . Because
women represented well over half of the populati on in nort hern
Mozambique , whatever changes resulted f~ thi s politi cal agen­
da necessar il y affected th~ in sone form. Thus , the public
posi tion of women l iving in t he regi ons FRELI HO cont rol led was
appreciably bet te r t han it had been under colonial capitalism.
As in the liberation movement itself, however , worki ng towards
women ' s emancipation was not initially a centra l feature of the
st ruggle.

Despite FRELIHO 's emphasis on poli tical education, inte­
grating the peasants into the poli tical process and inst i t ut ion­
al izing the pri nciples of -ass participa t ion and popular demo­
cracy proved to be difficult , especial ly with regard to women.
Host peasants , intimidated by the colonial regime , were ini­
ti all y rel uctant to part icipate in the weekly public meeti ngs
wh ich became t he hallma rk of FREL IHQ efforts to stimulate di­
rect popular decis ion-mak ing. Women, his tor ical ly frozen out
of the political process , were skept ical of FRElIHO' s partf ci -
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patory rhetor ic, especially when they were shunted to the side
during reYni~es and silenced by men who viewed their partici ­
pation as an ulbla rrant ed intrus lon. 114 As Marcelino dos Santos
noted, -Even now for us the basi c proble. is not guns; the Por­
t uguese have guns, too , but that does not lMk:e a revolution .
The problem is IMn. It is not because you give a Mozambican a
ri fle that he becomes a reVOlutionary , the probl~ is a poli ti ­
cal one. Pol i t ical consciousness i s the base. -

Women were encouraged to express their ideas, bu t few i ni­
t ially did . Those who garnered up enough courage to do so were
ei t her inspired by the presence of armed women cadres or respon­
ded t o t he admoni ti ons f rom members of the women'j detachment
to become more actively involved 1n the struggle. 16

The elected committees , which ultima tely replaced chfefs
in the liberated zones , contained a token nl.lllber of~n.

These new leaders organized col lect ive production , presided
over publi c meet ings , sat as l ocal courts which helped to es­
tablis h new guidel ines of sanct ioned behavior, participated in
di st r ict and provincial assemblies , and helped to organize peo­
ple's mi l i tf as . For ~n the local tribunals were particularly
flllpO rta nt . These provided equal legal protection for the people
l iving in t he liberated zones . Eventually they were also to be
COdpOsed of lay j udges of both sexes charged with the duty to
adjud fcate and to educate . In IMny villages these trfbu"lls
became a forum, albeit tentative , within which to cr1ticf ze
those tradit ional practices exploitative of women, and to di s­
cuss t he need for sex equality . I l7

Popular democracy al so required that the tyranny of i l l i ­
teracy and supersti t ion be destroyed . -We have always attached
such great Importance to education, - noted President Mondlane,
-because in the f i rst place, it i s essential for the development
of our struggl e , since the involv~nt and support of the popu·
lation increases as t heir understanding of the si t uat ion grows;
and in t he second place, a future independent Mozambique will
be in very great need of educated cit izens to l ead the way in
development . -118 Through experimentation, FRElIHO . i l l tant s ,
in conjunction with the lotal popul ation, created at lea st an
eobryonic educational fnf rast ruct ure in rura l areas where few
schools had previously existed . With in the l i berated zones
t hose who could read and write, however minima l ly, taught those
who could not. It was not uncommon, for example , for children
who had the equivalent of a third or fourth grade education to
lead kindergarten and first grade cl asses in the day as well
as adult educati on cl asses in the evening . As a resul t , l arge
numbers of chi ldren, especia l ly young gi rl s , previously denied
access t o learning because of thei r subordinati on, race , cl ass
pos1tion and sex disc r iminat ion within the household received
some fonmal educati on. I I9
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At all l evel s the schools along with t eaching basic ski lls
helped to inst ill a new set of values. They attacked t he his­
toric myth of female infer iority as well as the colonial myths
that negated Mozambican cultu re and divorced Mozambicans f rom
their own his tory . In this respect schools became an important
instrument for liberating the past and setting in motion t he
creation of a new cultural identity .

For the l i berat ed zones to be viable it was necessa ry for
FRELlMO to revitalize and restructure agricultu ral production
which , during the colonia l period , was largely i n the hands of
women. The position taken by most members of the FRELIHO Cen­
tra l Committee was that the collectivi zat ion of labor was the
essential precondition for improving t he material cond i tions
of the people in the liberated zones. Furthermore , the estab ­
l i shment of communal vi llages and other collective projects
would have t he necessary effect of eliminating the sexual div­
ision of labor in production essentia l to the emanci pation of
women. Thi s emphasis on the sociali zation of t he countryside
alone, however , could not possibly create sex equality si nce
it failed to deal with such basic issues as domestic labo r,
childrearing and motherhood. And it was precisely here wi t hin
the household that women's subordination remai ned so deeply
embedded. In addition to new tasks in the collective public
domain which many women assumed, they were expected to conti nue
the full range of domestic responsibilities without support from
their husbands .

Nor did the col lective work experience address the t radi ­
tional customs such as initiation r i t es, chi ld marriages and
polygamy, which kept women subordinate wit hin the family struc­
ture . Despite FRELIHO's efforts , politica l educati on did not
dent the firmly held beliefs which underpinned mal e domination .
A confidential report not ed that, pronouncements denouncing
such practices notwithstandi ng , they were widespread t hroughout
the liberated zones in Tete province. Contemporary accounts
indicate that t his was the case in the northern zones controlled
by the liberation movement as well. 120

Without a strong and vocal organiza tion . such as the wo­
men ' s detachment , capable of addressing the existi ng inequali­
t ies and demanding emancipation, peasant women remained isola ted,
lacking a vis ion of what was possible. Thei r disconnect ion both
from the armed strugg le and from the socia l transfonmations
whi ch FREllMO anticipated posed a serious problem for the leader­
ship. The intensification of the war effort required more ac­
tive involvement of women , and heightening their political con ­
sciousness was considered a necessary precondition for the
creat ion of a new society once the colonial state had been dis ­
mantled. This is why some members of the ma le leadership had
supported the fonmati on of a women's organization as ear ly as
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1966. llFEMO , which was established shortly thereafter, was
comprised largely of exiles in Tanzania and therefo re rema ined
dis connected from the l iberated zones. Si nce it never became
more than a "paper orgl 21zat ion, " in 1969 it wa s abo lished by
t te Cent ral C(II\'IlItttee . Three years later the Central ee.n-
ai ttee, now dOlll inat ed by radical forc es led by President Machel ,
decided to establish the Organization of Mozambican Women
(O.M.M. ) . It is important to note that unl ike t he fonnation
of the women ' s detachment, which to a large measure occurred
as a result of t l'le int erna l st ruggl e of female ~i l i tants , the
O. M.M. was not a spontaneous women's mov~nt . Rather it was
created by a decision of the mal e-dominated leadership in order
to mobil ize women in t he liberated zones 10 carry out tasks
whi ch that leadership deemed important .12

In his open ing address to the O. M.M. Conference I'Ield in
March 1973, Sa~ ra Machel. President of FRElIMO , emphasized the
interplay between the to ta l revolutionary process and t he l iber ­
ati on of WOOlen .

T'1u1~tiorl of Io1OllW'I U not an ac t of c~tII,
tJw, 1'tlBult of a .lzw>t:tni tarian or COIIlpGu ionats at ti­
tude. The liberation of !olOIII61'l is a ftmdamlmUtl I'IIlC­

eS8i ty for the Revolution, tn.~tllil of its con­
ti~ity aJ1d the pNcoruIitU:m for i u victor'll . ..
T'1u1 wuin objllctilJ8 of the Rsvowticn u to iUs troy
tlw sVSUIm of e.:cpZcitatiol'l and build a 'IBIoI llocUtll
which "d a t es the potlmtial of huIIUn hIli l1gB, 1'61"01'1 ­

cili11g them lori. th labo r and I'IatuNl . This i s the coPi­

te-:t 1Xn~>1 which tJut ql4f18tUm of~r8 8IIU1IO'ipat ion
lU'1.8IlS.

Drawi ng heavily on t he writings of Engels ,124 Machel laid out
FREll MO' s ideological posi t ion on the reasons for the subor­
dination of women i n the t radit ional soci e~ and the proper
fo... that t he stru99l e agai nst t hen IllUs t take. First, the
priva te ownershi p of the means of production i s the basi s for
the exploitation of both men and women . Second, women are
doubly oppressed because of the i r speci al role as biologi cal
reproducers of workers . Their subordi nat ion to men stems f rom
t he need of feudal socie ty to control t hei r productive and pro­
creat ive funct ions . Thi rd , the cont radict ion Is not between
men and women but between both of them and the exploi tat i ve
system of priva te property. 125 Thus, according to Machel, the
strugg le would have to be against both the system that ma in­
ta i ned private property and t he ideological and cul t ural me­
chanisms that mai ntai ned women i n subordi nate positions and
ta ught t hem to be conte nt wi th their subordinat ion.

T'1u1 QI1tago1'1istic contl"adictiorl i. >lOt bIltlJll."~
and 1Ill/I'I, but betw41'l~ and the soai.al order,
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be~91'I all ezplciud peop14# 50th lJOmtm I:Pld MIfn , and
the 80cial OMel", 1?ul fact t hat they are ezploitsd
uplairuJ why they are rIOt i1Ivolvsd in al l plarr>ling
and dscilli<m-..wci"!J tallka in 8OCWty, JJhy they aN'

szeludsd f t'Onl lolOl"1<i1!g out thll eeeeepee uhich goIHl"n
ec<mofffic, IIocial, cultul"al# and political li fe # et1S'I'I
uhe>t their inUN18ts are diNctly af fe cUd. 11Iill is
the Illain fsatr.aoe of t he controdiction; t heir flJ:OIIl ­

Ilion f1'om the sp~ of d$Oision- Illa1<i"!J i", soeWty .
11Ii s DOI'I tradiction CG71 cmly lxt IIolved by revo lll t iOl1,
because anly NVOlution dss t1'OYs t he founda ti<mll of
e.xploitat i ve societ y and N builds society 01'1 n6IJ
founda t ionll, ~IIing the i",i tiative of uomen# inte­
grating t hem i'" society as NSpo>isible membel"S and
inl1Ol vi "'9 them i", dsoi8icm-Illa1<i"'9. 126

Comparing the systematic denigration of women to t he simi­
lar mechanisms of colonial rac ism Hachel concluded:

Ths P~II11 of alienati<m ~lurll i tll peak IJh8n the
uploiUd ptll"IIOfl# reducsti to total pasllil1ity# is ""
lungllr oapabu of itrngining tJut t he possibility of
l ibt1ratiorl m.tll and ill tW'PI lxtCOffW18 a tool f or t he
propagation 01 tlw ideology and pauilrity. I t 1II.ls t
be l"SCOgI'Iillsd t Jut tM ce:ntuJo-Us-old lTubj ugat ion of
~ Jull to a gNat SJ:U>it ~sd them ~ a passive
state uhich pNlVenss them f'rotrr n'91'I wzdsrost andi ng
their oondition. 12

The implication of Mac hel's analysi s i s t hat t he st ruggle for
women's emancipa tion coul d not be car r ied out au tonomousl~
from the broader stru l e to destro t he colonial ca l t alls t
s?s~RE' tor a emp as s e • . " un er t erect on
o LIMO , was eKpected to assume an increasingly major role.

Kachel' s add~ss was significant for several reasons. It
took is sue with those in the move.ent who continued to argue
that · t he task of women' s e-a ncipat ion is secondary because it
will diss ipate our forces , · It al so eaphasized once again that
the revolut ion could not advance unless women were incorporated
Into it. Not only did women repre sent more than half t he popu­
la t ion, but they were the educators of futu~ generations .
·How can we ensure the ~volutionary education of the genera­
tion wh ich will carryon our work,· Hachel asked, · i f mothers,
the first educators, are margina l to the revolutionary pro­
cess?"I28

His identifi cation of "mothers" as "firs t educators" re­
vealed, however , that the leadership was payi ng insufficient
attention to the seKual divi sion of labor wit hin the household
and i t s rol e t n the subordination of women which was to have
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important programma ti c implications for t he O.M .M. '$ and the
Party 's definition of its mission. Women conti nued to be
viewed as best suited for the domestic sphere , serving other
members of the household. Thus, while the leadersh ip utilized
classical Marxist pri nciples to locate the source of women's
oppression, in rect i fyi ng the problem it rel i ed less on an
anal ys i s deri ved from historical materialism than on potions of
women's domestic st at us , wh ich provided, new justification for
t he existing sexual divIsion of labor. 129

Shortly after the COngress , efforts were Made to organize
O.M.M. groups t hroughout t he l i berated l one. The documentation
is very sketc hy for th i s per iod , but 1t appears that the women's
organizat ion remained small and fragmented rely1nl heavily on
members of the women 's detachment to provide its eadership and
direct ion. Wi th t he end of the war in 1974 and the esta blish­
ment of t he Transi tional Government , the O.M .M. MOved its head­
quarters sout h to the capital of lourenfo Marques . This was a
period of 9reat exci tement . and women from the capital were
quick to flock into t he organization. The result, however, was
disastrous . Mil itants who fonned the nucleus of the organiza­
t ion came pr imarily f rom nort hern peasant backgrounds , and they
were unfami l iar with urban living . Many also had other full ­
t ime jobs wi th in the Defense Department or withfn FRElIHO.
which left t hea li t t le t i me for O.M.M. activities. For a vari ­
ety of reasons, there wa s a tendency for many of the veteran
members of the O.H.M. t o drop out , l~O l eaving the organiza tion
t o t hese new conver ts. with no experience of participation in
the struggle against coloniali~ and whose polit ical perspec­
t ive and class posi ti on wa s very different from that of
FRELIHO. IJ

CONCLUS ION

Despi t e the l imi t ed tangi ble effects of FREllMO' s t rans­
forming ideol ogy on the lives of most women l iving in the l i­
bera ted zones, by t he ti me of independence -ere had to be done
t o at ta ck women's oppression in Moza~ique than probably any­
where el se in Africa . For those who actively participated 1n
the armed st ruggle , the ir l i ves were forever changed by the
need to confront on a daily basis t he cont radic t ions posed by
women's oppression . Moreover . by 1974 t he rhetoric that women
needed to be emancipa t ed was f irmly entrenched in the FRElIMO
ideology. In independent Mozambique women would not have to
f ight for the ri ght to par ticipate in publ ic life . Instead,
they and lien woul d be faced with t he le ss gla morous, but MOre
importa nt, ta sk of putti ng these pr i nci ples into practi ce in a
way that would expand the horizons of all women, not only the
few who fought in t he revol ut ion. The meani ng ful participation
of women in t he process of socia lis t transfonnat10n is one of
t he pri ncipal t errains of the struggle in cont emporary Mozamb ique.
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NOTES

lCht balo is the word for la bor wh ich was very common In
Mozambique unti l very la t e 1n the colonia l peri od. Maria
Ha issa , a peasant f~ Morrumbene Oist rict , I nh~ne Province ,
who i s now a deputy to t he People's Assembly, recou nts her ex­
perience as a chtbalo l aborer 1n · Conversa com Deput ados da
Assembl la Popul ar (11 , -~. 379 (8 January 1978) : 53-54.
See al so O. M. M. Arch 1ve .~eport to the II Conference Inhambane
Province, 1976; S. L. Young. "Mozambican Women in Transition:
Reflec tions on Colonialism, Aspi rations for Independence, ­
paper presented at Conference on the History of women, Coll~e

of St . catherine , St . Paul, Minnesota , 21 OCtober. 1971; All en
and Barbara lsaacman . -Mozambique During the Coloni al Period , ­
Tarikh (1979 ) .

2Inte rview with Haria Hai ssa. peasant from Morrumbene
Distri ct , Inhambane Province, "Conversa com Deputados da As­
sem\efa Popu lar (1), " 54; inte rview with women i n communal
village 7 de Abril , Gu i ja Dist rict , Gala Province, 6 June 1979;
interview with women in communal vil lage' Paulo Samuel Ka nk~,

7 June 1979 .

3Ibid . ; D.H.H. Archive, interv iew with Adel ina Panicala,
Maputo-rminuscr fpt ).

4In these situations t he women were expected to provide
food for their husbands . They had to wa lk long dist ances with
t he food t o where their husbands were working . This took away
from t he t ime she had to spend on food cul tivation.

5Isaacmans, "Mozambique Duri ng the Colonial Per iod."

6Although i t was i llegal t o force someone who wa s regular­
ly empl oyed t o do cont ract l abor, thi s happened regular ly.
See, e'l " O.M.H. Archive, interview with Adelfna Pantce 'la,
Maputo lIS .).

7Intervfew wi th women In communal vi ll age 7 de Abril,
Gui ja Di strict , Gaza Province, 6 June 1979; inte rvi ew with
women in communal village Paul o Samuel Kankhombe, Ma ssingir
District , Ga za Province, 7 June 1979; "Os Hitos, As Credices ,
Os Tabus , as Interd iy8es Religiosas e A verdade da Ciencia ,"
l!!!!!2., 289 (I 8 April 1976 ) : 20-21.

8Youn9 , "Mozambi can Women in Transition, " Isaac.an,
"Mozamblque During the Coloni al Period. "

9Inte rview with women workers at lmal a St ate Fann, Muecate
Dls trict , Nampu la Province, 4 May 1979, int erview with members
of O.M.M. Secretariat, Gui ja Dist rict, Ga za Province, 6 June

178



1979.

10Isaacman, Tradition of Res ista nce.

11 Interview with women in Bairro 19, Beira , Sofala Pro­
vince , 6 October 1979.

12Ibid.; "Nos , Hu lheres , Temos 0 Direito de Combater ,"
YOl da ~ufio , 68 (August/September 1979): 28.

lJa .H.M. Archive, Discussion of Reports to II Conference
from Maputo and Gala Provinces, 1976.

14"l4ulheres de Ontem Combatentes de Hoje," 48. Many wo­
men went to work at Cajuca, a large cashew shelling facto ry,
in order to pay back their Iobolo.

15See, e.g . , "0 Partido e a luta dos Trabalhadores na Caju
Industrial, "~. 405 (9 July 1978) : 15-20, for a descrip­
tion of the lT1ilDf women workers in the cashew industry. The
life of a woman worker is described in "Una I4ulher ,"~, 401
(June 1978) : 26-28.

16"Relatorio da to-issao Coordenadora Nacional da Organi ­
la~Xo da ~lher Mocambicana a II Conferencia da O.M.M. ," Oocu­
-entos da 2- Conferencia, 60-61. --

17This was especially true in fa.ily law.

18Diploma legislativo no . 162 , Boleti.. Official 1929, 22,
1£, serie (1 June 1929) , Regulamento dos TribUnais Privativos .
This was modified 1n certain respects by the Estatuto dos Indi­
genas Portuguesas das Provincias da Guinea , Angola e Mocam­
bique, Decreto-lei no . 39.666 (1954) .

19rsaacmans, "Mozambique Du ring the Colonial Period;" P[e­
amble to Decreto No . 14/75 , Boletim da Republi ca 1975, 34, I
serie (11 September 1975) .

2Oc6digo do Trabalho dos Indigenas de 1928, Decreto no.
16.199 de 6 de Dezembro de 1928; Codigo do Trabal ho Ru ral , De~
creto no . 44.309 de 25 de Abril de 1962; Regulamento dos Empre­
gados Domestlcos , Diploma legislativo no. 2702 de 30 de Maio de
1966.

21The Ru ral l abor Code did not only apply t o rural la bor,
but rather regulat ed the l ives of all those who were not mem­
bers of the Portuguese nat ional t rade un ions, i .e . , those who
were nei t her Europeans nor ass imi lated Afri cans . This change
of temi nology from "nat ive" to "rural " wa s an attempt by the
Portuguese colonial regime to blunt inte rnationa l cr i ticism of
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the regi me's brutal , racist poli cy of labo r explo ita tion .

22c6dfgo do Trabal ho Ru ra l, art . 69.

23For this reason, at t he ti me of independence it was nec­
essa ry for t he government to equali ze sala r ies . Th is process
has sti l l not been c~l eted. The Ministry of labor could only
guarant ee t hat there wa s no sal ary dtscrt. fnat ton i n the Pro­
vince of Maputo . Heet ing wi t h members of the Mini stry of labor ,
Maputo , 21 March 1979 .
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