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For Many Chairs

(my crow some funny)

PERFORMANCE NOTES

General

1. Timpani tunings are wri+en from the low drum to highest - thus, F# A C E indicates that the lowest drum is tuned to F# and the

highest is tuned to E.

2. Percussion instruments and harp should always ring, unless a staccato marking is present on the note.

3. When relevant, dynamics are given at the end of hairpin crescendo markings. If an ending dynamic is not specified, the player

should tastefully fade from the texture.

4. Trills should be played a half step interval, unless otherwise specified.

5. If no harp is availabile, a piano may be used instead. In this situation, all harp parts should be performed one octave higher

than wri+en, and with a light touch.

6. Movement III features only the string ensemble, and should be performed fairly slowly. The soloist's rhythms should be

approximated, and performers should do whatever they feel provides the greatest sense of line and appropriate tension and

release. Soloists should, for most purposes, ignore the time signatures; the conductor follows the soloist(s). The accompanying

sections to coordinate only on the large beats; in other words, the glissandi should be performed independently, but the pitches

notated on a large beat should be sounding by the time the conductor signals that particular beat. Approximate timings have

been provided for reference.

7. When the violinists take over the solo role in m. 176, the number of soloists increases to four - 2 first violins and 2 second

violins. The first violin soloist number 1 will play the wri+en music, with the first violin soloist number 2 playing the wri+en

music almost immediately after (like an echo at a similar dynamic level). The second violin soloist number 1 will play the

wri+en music almost immediately after the first violin soloist number 1 (also like an echo), and the second violin soloist number

2 will play the wri+en music almost immediately after the second violin soloist number 1 (again, like an echo).

8. At various points the viola, cello, and bass sections have echo pizz. marked in their parts. Each member of the section performs

their note directly after the performer in front of them does, only slightly softer. The effect should be of a fading echo, moving

back in the section.

9. Measures 232-234 - The enclosed music is to be performed as fast as possible. Woodwind instruments may breathe as

necessary, but should not take a breath in the penultimate measure. 

PROGRAM NOTES

For Many Chairs (my crow some funny) is a four movement work for full orchestra. I set out to write this piece as a way to explore

different aesthetic qualities from anything I had wri+en at that point. 

Both the title and subtitle are oronyms. It may be helpful to pronounce the title and subtitle in several different ways; the nature

of the piece may be made clearer upon a successful phonetical interpretation of each phrase.

This work recently placed first in the FSU Orchestral Composition Competition, was a finalist for The American Prize in

Composition, and was premiered by the Tallahassee Composer's Orchestra.

JWW

Any questions regarding any aspect of this piece may be conveyed via email at:

jwhitmarshmusic@gmail.com

www.jamiewhitmarsh.com

Instrumentation:

1 Piccolo

2 Flute

2 Oboe

2 Clarinets in A

1 Bass Clarinet in Bb

2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C

2 Trombones

1 Bass Trombone

1 Tuba

Timpani (4 drums)

4 Percussion

I - Snare Drum, 2 Suspended Cymbals 

II - Bass Drum, Glockenspiel, Tamtam

III - Xylophone, Triangle, Tamtam (share with Percussion II)

IV - Crash Cymbals, Vibraphone, Suspended Cymbal (share with Percussion I)

Harp (or Piano 8va)

Strings
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Jamie Wind Whitmarsh
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October 2013

To Alex Jiménez, Ma�hew Bishop, and the Florida State University Symphony Orchestra

I.

For Many Chairs

(my crow some funny)

for Symphony Orchestra
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