
UCLA
CSW Update Newsletter

Title
Director's Commentary

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/0146536c

Author
McHugh, Kathleen

Publication Date
2011-06-01

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/0146536c
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


1 csw update: june 2011

updateCSW director’s commentary

CSW ReCeiveS NeH GRaNt!

Last week, Csw was awarded a $300,000 NeH 
grant for “Making Invisible Histories Visible: Pre-
serving the Legacy of Lesbian Feminist activism 
and writing in Los angeles,” a three-year project 
to arrange, describe, digitize, and make physically 
and electronically accessible two major clusters of 
Mazer collections related to west Coast lesbian/
feminist activism and writing since the 1930s. this 
project, which continues Csw’s partnership with 
the June L. Mazer Lesbian archives and the UCLa 
Library, grew out of Csw’s two-year “access Mazer: 
Organizing and Digitizing the Lesbian Feminist 
archive in Los angeles” project, which was sup-
ported in part by the UCLa Center for Community 
Partnerships.
 the Mazer archives is the sole archival repository 
on the west Coast dedicated to preserving lesbian 
and feminist history. Its holdings include over 3500 
books, 1000 unique video and audio recordings, 
and close to a hundred unprocessed. this project 
will process and make accessible paper collections 
and recordings documenting lesbian political acts 
and effects in their communities, and materials 
documenting the lives and literary imagination of 

this burgeoning community. In addition to provid-
ing crucial materials to humanities scholars and 
historians, the project will also grow the Mazer’s 
infrastructure, preserving content that exists now 
while ensuring the future of the Mazer and its 
collections. Currently, the Mazer does not have 
the physical space to grow. Moving collections 
to the UCLa Library gives the Mazer the capacity 
to collect new materials and will enhance UCLa’s 
holdings in two significant areas of interest: LGBt 
archives and Los angeles collections. 
 scholars and historians throughout the world 
will benefit directly from the primary research 
materials this project will make available.  Csw is 
delighted we are able to continue this multiyear 
collaborative project with the Mazer archive and 
the UCLa library that will benefit scholars all over 
the world for years to come! 

– Kathleen Mchugh
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