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ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS

Film Score for The Laramie Project

by

Shengkun Ma

Master of Arts in Music

University of California, Los Angeles, 2020

Professor David Samuel Lefkowitz, Chair

This is a film scoring project for the film The Laramie Project. The Laramie Project is a 2002

drama film directed by Moisés Kaufman. | rewrote the film soundtrack for selected 20 minutes
cues, using Logic Pro X as my main digital audio workstation. The music combined traditional
chamber orchestra and electronic music elements, aiming to help transmit the emotional impact

of this film.

The thesis of Shengkun Ma is approved.
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Introduction

This thesis is a film scoring project for the film ‘The Laramie Project’. This drama film
represents a story of the 1998 murder of Matthew Shepard in Laramie, Wyoming. | selected 20
minutes of film cues and rewrite the music for it. Since most of the music | wrote is by MIDI and
some electronic music elements which cannot be written down in the format of traditional music
score, the scores | attached here is only for the acoustic instrument cue for the opening title. The
purpose of the project is to write film music that can help transmit the emotional impact of the

film.
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