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Emotion and Morality: The Main Factors In Moral Judgment and Moral
Behaviour

Nalini Ramlakhan
Carleton University , Ottawa

Abstract: This research project has two parts. First, I argue that empathy is not necessary and not sufficient for morality. I
use autistic individuals and individuals who suffer from psychopathy as my primary examples to show that empathy is not a
significant source of morality. I review the literature in moral psychology and emotion research to show that emotions other
than empathy, primarily disgust, are responsible for morality. Second, I provide initial findings from my meta-analysis to show
which emotions are most prominent in moral judgment and moral behaviour.
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