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Instrumentation:
Violin I
Violin II

Viola
Cello

Contrabass

Gradients follows the journey of a single grain of stone that has been chipped away
from the top of a mountain by the relentless drip water. As it descends through the
peaks, it encounters a variety of ever changing styles as it moves through calming
plateaus, sudden drops, and vast bodies of water.

Gradients was commissioned by the Cherry Creek School District Honor Orchestra in
Denver, Colorado for a concert program inspired by their home state. It was
premiered on January 18, 2020 under the baton of Dr. Erik Johnson.

Performance note on scratch tones: Scratch tones should be percussive, aggressive,
and unpitched. Musicians should press the bow hair firmly into the string and the
bow is to remain on the string as there should be no resonance.

Cover photo courtesy of Samara Doole:
Digital Visual Arts Teacher at the Palmerston North Girls' High School in New Zealand



Score Kevin Poelking (ASCAP)
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