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Program Note

According to my mom, the love and fascination I have for trains began before I could

speak.  Whether this is a slight “motherly exaggeration”, or simply a reflection on how

long it took me to start talking, I am uncertain.  Regardless, the context provided by

this adorable anecdote is helpful here. 

  

A railroad line runs parallel to the neighborhood I grew up in, and this proximity put it

within earshot of three different crossings.   My house sat directly in line with the

second of these. 

  

Though trains run this route at all hours, I rarely noticed them during the day, their

sounds swallowed by the ambient noise of a world awake.   At night, however, with

most sonic rivals at rest, a passing train could announce its presence unhindered. 

  

Dreamlike and hazy at first, the horn seemed to float directionless as the train passed

the first crossing, distance and darkness imbuing it with an almost haunting

profundity.  However, the call grew steadily louder and more distinct- haze replaced by

inevitability- as the powerful machine approached the second crossing.  A moment or

two of silence followed, then a final heralding for the third crossing, distant once again,

and fading. 

  

Some of my fondest childhood memories involve waking in the middle of the night to

this familiarity.   Each time a train approached the nearest crossing felt like an

increasingly urgent summons to climb aboard and dream. 

  

This is where the piece begins: with the dreamlike image of a distant but rapidly

approaching train.  When it reaches us, we are swept along with it, experiencing both

excitement and trepidation as the train speeds off into the dark unknown.  Suddenly,

the train begins to accelerate, hurtling almost out of control.  At the last second, we are

transported safely back to our original dream-state, and the train continues off into the

night. 

  

This piece is about my many childhood trips aboard the Night Train.  Whether real,

imagined, or dreamed, I am not completely sure, and the music never really decides. 

  

I like to think maybe a little of all three. 



Instrumentation

Piccolo 

2 Flutes (Flute 2 doubles Alto Flute) 

2 Oboes 

English Horn

2 B♭Clarinets 

B♭ Bass Clarinet 

2 Bassoons 

Contrabassoon 

  

4 F Horns 

3 C Trumpets 

2 Trombones

Bass Trombone 

Tuba 

  

Timpani 

  

Percussion (3 players) 

  

1.    Snare drum, Egg Shaker, Maraca, 2 Wood Blocks, 2 Toms (medium, small) 

             Tambourine (mounted, may be shared with Player 3)

     

2.    Chimes, Vibes (bowed), 2 Bongos,  Xylophone, Suspended Cymbal,

Large Tam-Tam, Mark Tree

3.    Crotales, Glockenspiel, Bass Drum, Hi-hat, Tambourine (may be shared with Player 1)

  

Piano/Celesta 

Harp 

  

Strings 

Score is in C

Duration: 9:00
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