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Release # 2017-05  For Publication: Wednesday, April 5, 2017 
 
Californians remain much more optimistic about the overall direction of the 
state than the nation.  Views of the job performance of the governor and the 

state legislature at near record highs. 
 
By Mark DiCamillo, Director, Berkeley IGS Poll 
(o) 510-642-6835 (c) 415-602-5594 
 
According to the latest Berkeley IGS Poll, California voters remain much more optimistic about 
the overall direction of the state than that of the nation.  A 54% majority of voters believe 
California is generally moving in the right direction, compared to just 36% who say this about 
the nation.  Voter opinions are strongly colored by partisanship, with Democrats offering a 
highly positive assessment of the state’s direction and a very negative assessment of the nation.  
The reverse is true among Republicans, who generally believe the country is moving in the right 
direction and feel the state is off on the wrong track. 
 
The poll also finds that voter appraisals of the job performance of Governor Jerry Brown and that 
of the state legislature are at near record highs.  With regard to the governor, 61% of voters now 
approve of his performance, which along with his 60% positive rating last September, are the 
highest ratings he has received from voters during his current tenure.   
 
Voters also offer their most positive assessment of the state legislature in nearly thirty years.  
The current poll finds a 57% majority approving of the job the legislature is doing, up from 50% 
last September.  Prior polls conducted since 1988 have consistently shown voter approval of the 
legislature at less than 50%. 
 
These findings come the latest Berkeley IGS Poll conducted online in English and Spanish 
among 1,000 registered voters statewide. 
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Voters optimistic about direction of California, but pessimistic about the nation 
California voters continue to offer very different assessments of the overall direction of the state 
and that of the nation.  By a 54% to 46% margin voters believe that California is moving in the 
right direction.  Conversely, nearly twice as voters think the country is seriously off on the wrong 
track (64%) as feel it is moving in the right direction (36%).  These assessments are similar to 
those observed last September.   
 
The differing assessments of voters are dramatically affected by the party affiliation of voters. 
Among the state’s Democrats, 71% believe California is moving in the right direction, while 
only 18% say this about the direction of the nation.  The state’s Republicans hold opposite views, 
with just 26% thinking California is moving in the right direction, but three in four (74%) 
offering a positive assessment of the direction of the country. 
 
It is noteworthy that voter assessments of the overall direction of the nation over the past year 
have been similar under both current Republican President Donald Trump and under former 
Democratic President Barack Obama last year.  This seeming stability, however, masks a 
wholesale transposition of the opinions of Democratic and Republican voters over the past seven 
months.  Last September more California Democrats felt the nation was generally moving in the 
right direction than on the wrong track 57% to 42%, while Republicans were overwhelmingly of 
the view that the nation was seriously off on the wrong track, 85% to 15%.  However, in the 
current poll, the opinions of Democrats and Republican voters have flipped, with Democrats 
overwhelmingly of the view that the nation is now seriously off on the wrong track (82% to 
18%), and Republicans believing the nation is now moving in the right direction (74% to 26%). 
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Table 1 

Comparing California voter assessments of the direction of the state  
and the direction of the nation – March 2017 vs. September 2016 

 
 Total 

registered 
voters 

% 

 
 

Democrats 
% 

 
 

Republicans 
% 

No party 
preference/ 

other 
% 

Overall direction of California     
 March 2017           
    Right direction    54 71 26 51 
    Wrong track    46 29 74       49 
     
September 2016           
    Right direction    51 76 18 45 
    Wrong track    49 24 82 55 
     
     
Overall direction of the nation     
March 2017           
    Right direction    36 18 74 32 
    Wrong track    64 82 26 68 
     
September 2016           
    Right direction    37 57 15 28 
    Wrong track    62 42 85 72 
    No opinion    1 1 * * 
* Less than ½ of 1% 
(September 2016 findings based on a survey conducted jointly by The Field Poll and IGS among 600 California registered voters as 
reported in Release #2552, published September 29, 2016 by Field Research Corporation and IGS.) 
 
 
Assessments of Governor Brown’s job performance at record highs 
The latest Berkeley IGS Poll finds that voters view the job Governor Brown is doing in very 
positive terms.  Over six in ten (61%) approve of his performance in office, while 39% 
disapprove.  These ratings are similar to the 60% approval rating that Brown received from 
voters last September, and represent the most positive assessments that he has received during 
his current tenure as governor. 
 
Opinions of the Democratic governor are also highly partisan.   Among Democrats, 86% approve 
of Brown’s performance, four times the proportion (21%) of Republicans who feel this way.   
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Table 2 

Trend of voter assessments of the job performance of Jerry Brown  
during his current tenure as governor  

 
 Approve 

% 
Disapprove 

% 
No Opinion 

% 
March 2017 61 39 * 
September 2016 60 40 * 
July 2016 56 30 14 
April 2016 55 36 9 
January 2016 56 30 14 
October 2015 56 32 12 
May 2015 58 26 16 
February 2015 56 32 12 
September 2014 58 36 6 
June 2014 54 29 17 
April 2014 59 32 9 
December 2013 58 33 9 
July 2013 51 33 16 
February 2013 57 31 12 
October 2012 46 37 17 
September 2012 46 37 17 
July 2012 44 42 14 
Late May 2012 43 40 17 
February 2012 45 38 17 
November 2011 47 36 17 
September 2011 49 32 19 
June 2011 46 31 23 
March 2011 48 21 31 
    
Party registration (March 2017)    

Democrat 86 14 * 
Republican 21 79 * 
No party preference/other 57 43 * 

*  less than ½ of 1%. 
(Past measures based on surveys conducted by The Field Poll as reported in Release #2552, published September 29, 2016 by 
Field Research Corporation and IGS.) 
 
 
Voters offer their most positive assessment of the state legislature in nearly thirty years 
Voter assessments of the job the state legislature is doing are also quite positive, with a larger 
proportion approving of its performance than at any time over the past thirty years. The current 
poll finds a 57% majority now reporting that they approve of the legislature’s performance, up 
from 50% last September.  Prior polls conducted since 1988 have consistently shown voter 
approval of the legislature at less than the 50% level. 
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Similar to their assessments of the state’s Democratic governor, voter views of the 
Democratically-controlled state legislature are also highly partisan, with 77% of Democrats, and 
just 23% of Republicans, approving of its performance. 
 

Table 3 
Trend of voter assessments of the job performance of the state legislature  

 
 Approve 

% 
Disapprove 

% 
No Opinion 

% 
March 2017 57 43 * 
September 2016 50 49 1 
May 2015 37 38 25 
February 2015 42 44 14 
September 2014 34 42 24 
June 2014 35 47 18 
2013 (average) 38 48 16 
2012 (average) 22 62 16 
2011 (average) 20 65 15 
2010 (average) 14 76 10 
2009 (average) 15 75 10 
2008 (average) 24 62 14 
2007 (average) 38 43 19 
2006 (average) 30 50 20 
2005 (average) 28 55 17 
2004 (average) 28 53 19 
2003 (average) 25 59 16 
2002 (average) 40 40 20 
2001 (average) 43 37 20 
2000 (average) 48 25 27 
1999 (average) 45 28 27 
1998 (average) 45 33 22 
1997 (average) 38 40 22 
1996 (average) 41 49 10 
1995 (average) 34 59 7 
1993 (average) 28 64 8 
1992 (average) 32 64 4 
1990 (average) 45 48 7 
1988 (average) 57 36 7 
1983 (average) 43 49 8 
    
Party registration (March 2017)    

Democrat 77 23 * 
Republican 23 77 * 
No party preference/other 56 44 * 

* less than ½ of 1%. 
(Past measures based on surveys conducted by The Field Poll as reported in Release #2552, published September 29, 2016 by 
Field Research Corporation and IGS.) 
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About the Survey 
 

The findings in this report are based on a survey of 1,000 California registered voters conducted by 
the Institute of Governmental Studies (IGS) at the University of California, Berkeley. The Berkeley 
IGS Poll was administered online by YouGov March 13-20, 2017 in English and Spanish.  
According to YouGov, results from the overall sample have a margin of error of +/-3.6%.   
 
YouGov administered the survey by inviting California registered voters who are included among its 
online panel of over 1.5 million Americans to participate in the poll.  Panelists were recruited using a 
variety of methods, including telephone-to-web and mail-to-web recruitment, partner-sponsored 
solicitations, web-based advertising and email campaigns, as well as through telephone and mail 
surveys.  Eligible voters were chosen to participate in the poll using a proprietary sampling 
technology frame that establishes interlocking demographic and regional targets, so that the 
characteristics of those polled approximate the profile of the state’s overall registered voter 
population.  After survey administration, YouGov also applied statistical weights to align the sample 
to demographic and regional characteristics of the state’s registered voter population.   
 
IGS was responsible for the development and translation into Spanish of all questions included in the 
survey.  The results in this report are based on answers given by California voters to the following 
questions: 
 

Thinking about the country overall, do you think things in the U.S. are generally going in the 
right direction, or do you feel things are seriously off on the wrong track? 

Thinking about California overall, do you think things in California are generally going in the 
right direction, or do you feel things are seriously off on the wrong track?   

Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way Jerry Brown is handling his job as Governor 
of California? 

Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way the state legislature is doing its job? 

 

About the Institute of Governmental Studies 
The Institute of Governmental Studies (IGS) is an interdisciplinary organized research unit that 
pursues a vigorous program of research, education, publication and public service.  A component 
of the University of California (UC) system’s flagship Berkeley campus, it is the oldest 
organized research unit in the UC system and the oldest public policy research center in the state.  
For a complete listing of all poll stories issued by the Berkeley IGS Poll during 2017, go to 
https://igs.berkeley.edu/news/berkeley-igs-poll-results. 




