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Instrumentation  
 

2 Flutes (2nd doubling Piccolo) 

2 Oboes 
B-flat Clarinet  
Bass Clarinet  
2 Bassoons 
 
2 Horns in F  
2 Trumpets in C 
2 Trombones 
Tuba 
 
Timpani (4) 
Percussion 1 (Sleigh Bells, Sus. Cymbal, Drumset)  
Percussion 2 (Vibraphone, Glockenspiel, Sus. Cymbal, Woodblocks)  

 
Piano  
 
Strings 

 
Duration: c. 10 minutes 
 
Program Notes  
 

A few years ago, I watched a video where colorblind people were given the new experience of seeing the 
range of colors experienced by those with typical sight through the aid of corrective glasses. Although I 
have typical sight, I imagined that this new capability must be a profoundly moving experience for these 
people, and this was confirmed in the reactions expressed in the video - “This is amazing!” “Wow!,” “I’m 
getting misty.” Captivated by the poetry of the experience, I decided to write a piece of music that was 
inspired by this visual transformation.  
 
The World in Color uses a variety of timbre-shifting orchestrational devices, such as the addition and 
subtraction of "colorful" instruments, "light" and "dark" sounding orchestrational groupings, and the 
blending of timbres. These orchestrational processes structure the piece around these "Wow!" moments, 
which seem to bloom in the texture. By using orchestration to direct the music toward “blooming” 
moments, I suggest musically what I imagine the experience of seeing in color for the first time to be.  

 
Performance Notes 
 

Percussion 1 Drumset Key: 
 

 
 
Percussionists ought to make every effort to balance well with the orchestra. It is suggested that they place 
a towel on top of the snare drum to reduce the sound. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Robin McLaughlin Music 2019 



  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped.” 
 
 

Isaiah 35:5 (New International Version) 
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