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Music for 4 Pianists and 1 Man

Cameron Smith



Instrumentation: 4 Grand Pianos

Duration: approx. 15 min

Program Notes:

This is a performance piece, written to exemplify the life of a dying man. It begins with this single man on the stage, and he plays the entire piece by himself. The second pianist will then join him and the
two of them will play the entire piece by themselves, with an added solo for the second pianist. This same pattern continues with the third pianist entering on the third repeat- he also receives an added
solo. The fourth pianist enters for the final repeat, with their additional solo, and brings all the pianists together for a final, conclusive ending. The pianists fade out of this ending, and eventually exit

the stage in their opposite order of entrance, until the first pianist is left alone once again.

Each pianist represents one of the old man's past selves. Their entrances signify that he is remembering his life. As the piece progresses, and the sound changes, it becomes apparent that the man is not
complete without all stages of himself. Furthermore, his life is beautiful and harmonious because he has lived fully and experienced all he was offered, although his death is sad, his life was not devoid of
purpose. This piece is meant to invoke reflection in its audience. It's asking us all how we will be remembered, and encouraging us to appreciate our beautiful, individual journeys.

Performance Notes:

Pianist 1 represents an elderly man, Pianist 2 represents this same man in his 40s, Pianist 3 his mid 20s, and Pianist 4 his youth. While finding performers in these age ranges is ideal, it is not necessary
if the program note is provided at the performance.

Pianist 1 should be seated in the middle right of the stage, Pianist 2 sits on his left, Pianist 3 is seated farthest right, and Pianist 4 sits on the far left.

All pianists should use the sostenuto pedal sparingly.

Tacet ossia staves are given under the first system of each page for the clarity of the reader and to clearly signify which pianists are playing at every point in the piece.

Roman numerals I-IV indicate when each pianist enters.

Each performer should enter the stage with enough time to be comfortably seated before they play, but should not enter before the pianist before them.

The piece repeats four times, beginning with the first pianist and adding the next additional pianist with every repeat, until all four of them are joined for the final repeat.

There is also an additional ending after the fourth repeat and solos for each performer upon their first entrance, everything aside from these remains the same upon each repeat.
The concert score is written without repeats, but the individual pianists may choose to read from the concert score or a reduced part with repeats.

Although each pianist fades out of the last repeat at separate times, they should remain seated until indicated in the score to exit the stage.

Pianists exit in the opposite order of entry.
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