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Introduction

One perennial, and in sonme respects, still poorly understood, subject of
political research concerns the extent to which, and when, political attitudes
tend to stabilize or crystallize over the life-span. A second line of inquiry
buil ds upon -- indeed requires -- the answer to the first: how do ideas about
the formation of political generations (Mannhei m 1952) help us to understand
the over-tine dynam cs of political aggregates?

One reason an understandi ng of these phenonena is so elusive is the difficulty
of studying themenpirically. A convincing analysis of the |long-term dynam cs
of political attitudes requires the rarely avail able resource of panel data
over the life-span. The problens encountered when trying to distinguish
generational fromlife-stage and period effects, using repeated cross-sections
or even long-term panels, are well known (Menard 1991).

This paper revisits the |linked questions of attitudinal crystallization and
generational formation in an attenpt to nudge the understandi ng of these
matters forward. Qur goal, put nost generally, is to bring ideas about the
formation of political generations into an analysis of the | ong-term dynam cs
of attitude crystallization. Al though scholars have quite often tried to
trace the |long-term devel opnent of political generations, and often enpl oy
conpari son groups (e.g., Alwin, Cohen, and Newconb 1991, Cole, Zucker, and
OGstrove 1998, Elder 1974, Fendrich and Lovoy 1988, Jenni ngs 1987, Markus 1979,
Stewart, Settles, and Wnter 1998), |ess conmon are anal yses of attitudina
crystallization that bring ideas about political generations to bear. W do
this in the paper in tw ways.

First, our analysis distinguishes within an age-cohort between those who were
politically engaged and those who were politically unengaged during their
early adult, and presumably politically formative, years. The former resenble
the "generational unit" Mannhei m (1952) described far better than does the
age-cohort as a whole. W explore the inportance of this distinction to how
attitudinal stability and constraint devel op over tinmne.

Second, we conpare age cohorts to suggest how the crystallization process
produces age-related differences in the response to political events. Age, in
this analysis is treated as a marker both of political experience and of
political generation. This effort denonstrates how the unfolding of politica
history can influence the extent to which attitudes crystallize within a
political generation.

Al t hough our focus, here, is on long-termdynan cs and outcones, we concl ude
by suggesting possible inplications of our argunents and findings for research
into the short-termdynam cs and static properties of public opinion and
political behavior.

Data

We draw upon the four-wave socialization project, which had its origins in the
spring of 1965 with a national survey of 1669 high school seniors and their
parents (Jennings and Niem 1974). Subsequent surveys of both generations
were conducted in 1973 and 1982. A fourth wave of data collection fromthe
younger generation, in the formof conputer assisted interviews, occurred in
the spring and summer of 1997. Self-administered data were also collected
fromtheir spouses or partners and, as an innovation, fromtheir offspring
aged 15 years and older as well. This paper relies primarily on the four-wave
data fromthe class of 1965



A total of 935 respondents were reinterviewed in md-1997; they conprise the
four wave panel. The unadjusted retention rate of 56% fromthe original poo
of respondents is a strikingly successful figure for a national study spanning
thirty-two years.' Excluding the 68 known deaths fromthe base raises the
retention rate to 58% It seens likely that some of the original respondents
we were unable to |l ocate during one of the post-1965 waves (n=324) were al so
deceased, which would elevate the adjusted retention rate a bit higher

Previ ous anal yses denonstrated only m nor differences fromwave to wave of

t hose who dropped out conpared with those who remained in (Jennings and N em
1981, Appendix A). Mreover these differences did not increase over tinmne.

I ndeed, the respondents in the 1982 wave bore a slightly higher resenblance to
the original 1965 interviewees than did the 1973 respondents (Jenni ngs and
Markus 1984). For the new data collection the crucial conparison is between
the 935 four-wave panel respondents with the 734 respondents surveyed in the
1965 study but not included in one or nore of the post-1965 waves. Because we
have observations on both sets of respondents as of 1965, it is possible to
see how simlar the four-wave respondents are to those who dropped out
somewhere along the way. As with earlier conparisons, the new ones are quite
reassuring also, with the magnitude of the differences on both background and
political variables being quite nodest.

The tim ng of the four surveys bears comment. Three of them occurred in the
year following a presidential election, thus holding constant the politica

cal endar. Although the third wave occurred in 1982, whatever contani nation

m ght have been generated by el ectioneering is mnimzed by the off-year
nature of the election and by virtue of the survey having taken place well
before the fall canpaign. A second inportant tenporal feature is that while
the first two panel periods differ by only one year in terns of their
duration, eight and nine years, respectively, the third panel period traverses
fifteen years. This departure was not necessarily by design, but froma life-
span perspective the departure seens relatively benign. That is, the
politically relevant transitional and formative stages contained within the
18- 26 and 26-35 age ranges enconpassed by the earlier panels equals, and nost
probably surpasses, those contained within the 35-50 year age range
enconpassed by the third panel

Any anal ysis of this cohort should keep in mnd both Iife history and
political history. In terns of |life history, the class of 1965 has aged from
around 18 years of age to 50 years of age. Along the way a majority of them
have married, and often remarried, had children, changed jobs and residences,
and have experienced the various rewards and setbacks that typically acconmpany
the aging process. At age 50 many of them stand at or near the peak of their
occupati onal achi evenents. They have al so had anple interactions with the
political world, whether of a passive or active variety.

In terms of political history, the class of 1965 lies at the heart of the
prot est generation, ushered into adulthood by the cacophony of voices and
angst surroundi ng the Vietnam War and political assassinations, and the
sweepi ng soci al changes signalled by the civil rights and wonen's rights
nmovenents. And then, just after the mpjority of them had a chance to vote in
their first presidential election, the Watergate scandal broke, followed by
President Nixon's resignation. Succeeding years wi tnessed such nationally

! Strictly speaking the number of interviewees totals 927 because ei ght
i ndi vi dual s conpl eted sel f-adm ni stered questionnaires. O the 927
interviews, 51% were face to face and 49% were by tel ephone. The Survey
Research Center of the University of Mchigan carried out the field work, with
the bul k of interviews occurring in May-July of 1997.



absorbi ng events as the oil crisis, recession, the eight-year reign of Ronald
Reagan, the Iran-Contra affair, and the Qulf War.

These events raise the possibility of cohort-centric effects that threaten the
generalizability of findings energing fromthe study. To some degree the
presence of the parent panel conponent of the project |essens the cohort-
centric problem Then, too, the project has a deci ded advantage over the two
NES panels in terms of its long-termnature, and over the Bennington (Al win,
Cohen, and Newconb 1991) and Terman gifted children studies (Sears and Funk
1999) in ternms of its national scope and heterogeneous sanple. |In any event,
we draw on data fromthe parent sanple as well as data fromthe Nationa

El ection Studies when cohort heterogeneity is desirable.

The Stability of Political Affiliations and Attitudes

Two nodels of stability over the Iife span appear to characterize a sizeable
nunber of political attitudes (Alwin 1993, 1994; Sears 1983). The

i mpr essi onabl e years nodel posits considerable fluctuations during the late
adol escent and young adult years, followed by a period of crystallization that
nore or | ess holds throughout the rest of the life cycle. The md-life
stability nodel is simlar except that it is curvilinear, and predicts a
tapering off of stability in the years beyond md-life. Both nodels rest on
the belief that repeated trials with the political environnent and the

devel opnent of "affective mass” with respect to affiliations and attitudes
lead to increased stability before mddle age (Sears 1981). Because the 1965
seni ors have not yet reached the latter stages of life, neither nodel can be
fully tested, although sonme | everage can be gained by utilizing the earlier
waves of the parent sanples contained in the study.

W have observations across all four waves for several neasures and across
three waves for many others, thus permtting us to ook at the patterns of
persi stence across a substantial chunk of the adult life cycle (e.g. W n
1994). Table 1la presents three sets of continuity coefficients (r) for seven
attitudi nal neasures devel oped at each point in time.? (See Appendix for
details concerning the nmeasures.) Although the other three sets of
coefficients nmerit attention (i.e., '65-'82, '65-'97, and '73-'97), we confine
oursel ves here to those three based on adjacent years of observation. In
order to convey a sense of |ife stage progression the cohort's age range has
been affixed to each panel's cal endar tine.?

As the correlations clearly show, the second panel period records very
substantial gains in stability over the first time frame. The addition of the
third tinme frane shows that these gains tend to remain very much in place, a
particularly arresting fact given the nmuch |onger tinme span represented by
that third period. Significantly, the seven neasures range widely in ternms of
attitude objects, question format, the nunber of itenms contained within the

2 At this stage of our analysis we are not adjusting the continuity
coefficients for neasurenment error, in part because our focus is on patterns
of devel opment across various kinds of attitudes rather than differences in
t he magni tudes of stability across various kinds of attitudes. |In any event,
adjustnents for nmeasurenment error are unlikely to lead to sizeable changes in
the patterns of devel opnent over tine.

% aur analysis throughout will be based on respondents who have no
m ssing data on the variable under consideration. |In the present case that
means no mssing data at four points in time. Although that rul e reduces the
N, rather nodestly, it has the great virtue of working with exactly the sane
cases across all observation points.



nmeasures, and the varying political vicissitudes that have acconpanied the
phenonena refl ected by these nmeasures since 1965. Notwi thstandi ng these
plentiful variations, strong sinmlarity marks the devel opnental patterns.

This simlarity is not to deny the likelihood of interaction effects involving
life stage, political history, and the stability of particular attitudes
(Sears and Funk 1999, Sears and Val entino 1997).

Nevert hel ess, these results fit neatly within either the inpressionable years
or md-life stability nodels, but |eave unresolved a choice between the two
due to the cohort's having only reached age 50. Drawi ng on the parent panels
fromthe sane project sheds light on the topic. |In order to nake the parent
cohort sonewhat nore simlar to the "youth" cohort on the very inportant
soci al characteristic of education, we report results only for those parents
with at | east a high school education--who conprise 62% of the parent sanple.*

On average these parents aged froma nmean of 54 to 63 during the 1973-1982
peri od, which nmeans that they pick up in 1973 at just a shade ol der age than
where their children | eave off in 1997.

For the npbst part the parents displayed nodest gains during the second pane
period, a finding again consistent wth either an inpressionable years or md-
life stability nodel (last two columms of Table l1a). However, if the latter
is to be supported, stability would have to start decreasing fairly quickly,
for as noted above, the nean age of the parents was 63 as of 1982. Mbreover,
as a conparison of colums 3 and 5 indicates, even in absolute ternms the
parent cohort during its |ast panel period substantially exceeded the
stability of the younger cohort on sone neasures during its |ast panel span--
t hus addi ng nore support for the notion that the class of 1965 may not have
yet reached its peak of attitudinal continuity.

Begi nning with the second wave in 1973 a nunber of new attitudinal questions
were added to the survey instrunent and were repeated in 1982 and 1997. Arned
wi th some wel |l -grounded propositions based on the analysis of the four-wave
measures, we can further assess the inpressionable years and md-life
stability nodels. Table 1b presents the continuity coefficients for an
addi ti onal eight neasures, nost of which are based on self-locations on the
traditional NES seven point scal es anchored by explicit verbal cues.

The major story enmerging fromthis analysis is that stability either renmained
essentially the same across the two spans or showed nodest to sizeable

i ncreases as in the cases of |iberal-conservative self-designation and

opi nions about the role of the U S in wrld affairs. Gven the patterns

di splayed in Table l1la, a very safe guess is that these stability levels
represent substantial increnments over the (unobserved) |evels of the first
panel period. Additionally, they lend further credence to both the

i npressi onable years and md-life stability nodels.

Agai n, a conparison can be drawn with the parent panels (colum 3). Due to
the fact that parents were not resurveyed in 1997 (natural attrition having
heavily reduced their nunmbers), we need to capitalize on the proximty of the
younger cohort's age in 1997 and the ol der cohort's (nean) age in 1982. A
conpari son based on these "adjacent” cohorts (i.e., colums 2 and 3) reveals
trivial differences on four of the neasures and very nodest ones on two
others, thus pointing again toward a plateauing effect in the mddle to late
m ddl e years. \hat catches the eye, however, are the two dramatic exceptions
to this pattern. Stability proves to be much higher in the youth sanple in
regard to evaluation of the wonens's |iberation novenent and opi ni ons about
the legalization of marijuana. Both of these topics constituted new, salient

* Results based on the full parent sanple are quite simlar



i ssues as the class of 1965 cane of political age. Political identities could
form around such issues. By contrast, the issues hit the parent generation
when it was already into mddle age and found itself trying to graft these

i ssues on to previous identities. One surely runs all kinds of risks in a
genetic splicing of these two generations, but the exercise is instructive and
the results sinmlar to those based on highly specialized popul ati ons (A w n,

et al. 1991 and Sears and Funk 1999), though departing sonewhat fromthose
based on synthetic cohorts derived fromthe National El ection panel studies in
the 1950s and 1970s (Alwin 1994).

Political Engagenment and Stability

At first blush both the inpressionable years and md-life stability nodels
woul d predict that those individuals nost engaged in the politics of the tine
woul d be nore likely than those | ess engaged to exhibit greater stability over
time. Being nore sensitive to and involved in politics when com ng of
political age would presumably |ay down a sonewhat firner attitudinal base for
themthan for the less involved. However, that process should be nost evident
after the initial period of political adulthood which, in terns of our
project, covers the first panel period, when the respondents aged from 18-26.
As just denonstrated, the 26-35 year span wi tnessed considerable firm ng up
of attitudes. Indeed, given the generally nodest to noderate |evels of
stability observed during earlier years, plus the dramatic political history
acconpanying their entry into adul thood, we could inagine that the nore
i nvol ved woul d show | ess stability during the initial panel. Young adults
nore caught up in the political action of those turbul ent years, when
chal | enge and protest occupi ed center stage, mght have found their prior or
| oosely formed attitudes nore subject to challenge and, thus, to change.

To test these ideas we devel oped an index of political engagenent that
reflected the level of political participation over the 1965-1973 period as
reported by the respondents in 1973. As contrasted with other traditiona
measures of engagenent -- such as subjective political interest, nedia
consunption, or political know edge -- participation has the advantage of
representing concrete acts to achieve a political, usually collective,

out come. Another distinct advantage is that it captures activities occurring
bet ween 1965 and 1973, as the erstwhile high school seniors nmade their
transitions into young adulthood, rather than indicating a state of mnd at
the tinme of the interview

The index ranged from 0-9 purposive political acts.® For present purposes
(and recogni zi ng the acconpanying | oss of information) we have divided the

i ndex at the nedian, which resulted in 53% of the sanple being categorized as

the nore engaged. (Obviously, other factors can be affecting stability |evels.
Qur present purpose is not to provide a full accounting of what pronpts

hi gher stability. Rather, it is to assess the inportance of politica

stratification, especially whether those with an early, nore active profile
provide a pool of nore stable attitudes over the |ong haul due to their
earlier initiation.

We first |ook at attitudes assessed at all four tinme points. Three features
stand out when exam ning continuity according to early levels of politica

® Five of these acts dealt with canpaigning in regard to any sort of
public election and included persuading others how to vote, attendi ng neetings
or rallies, displaying buttons or bunper stickers, donating noney, and doing
ot her sorts of canpaign tasks. The four remaining acts included witing
letters to the editor, contacting public officials, engaging in protests and
denonstrations, and working with others to solve conmunity problens.



engagenent (Table 2a). First, a parallel devel opnental pattern characterizes
the nore and |l ess active individuals. Regardless of activity |levels,
stability rose fromthe first panel period to the second and tended to | evel
out at that point. Political maturation via interaction with the politica
system nedi a exposure, and the |like exerted common effects regardl ess of
initial entry participation levels. Living nakes a difference.

A second, nore intriguing feature rests in the several reversals of the
relative positions of the two participation strata over tinme. Mich as we
specul ated, those who were politically engaged during the 1965-1973 peri od
tended to be either |l ess stable or just as stable as those who were relatively
unengaged (Table 2a, first columm). The nore active were noticeably |ess
consi stent over the 1965-1973 period in their stances with respect to partisan
identification, political trust, prayers in school, and in their evaluation of
bi g business relative to |abor unions. Yet in the post-73 period, the
relative stability levels of the two groups are reversed (Table 2b, second and
third colums). The active group tended to be nore stable in their later
years than did the | ess active group, though the differences are not al ways
large and, in the case of party identification, the | ess active have a tiny

t hough statistically insignificant edge as of the third tine span

VWat is nore conpelling, however, are the dynamcs involved. On all save the
i ntegration issue the active group displayed nmuch greater increases in
stability fromthe first to the second and third panel periods than did the

| ess active group. Illustratively, the party identification correlation for
the nore active increased from.44 to .65 fromthe first to the second pane
peri od conpared with an increase of from.55 to .65 for the |l ess active.

After experiencing nore attitudinal fluctuations as they canme of age, the nore
engaged stratum seened, in effect, to sort itself out.

Addi ng nore support to the points just nade are the results based on responses
to questions initiated in 1973 (Table 2b). O the sixteen conparisons at

hand, the engaged group di splayed greater stability in all but three

i nstances. Sone of these differences are quite striking, as in the cases of
aid to mnorities, providing governnent job assistance, and protecting the
rights of the accused. Unlike the results based on the first panel period,

whi ch included an initial sounding in 1965, the results for the second and
third tinme periods reflect the effects of political activity levels captured
prior to any attitudi nal assessnents. Early initiation into the participation
system appears to presage greater attitudinal stability for the years ahead.

The Linkage of Issue Positions and Party ldentification

We have established that political attachnments and attitudes tend to stabilize
after the early adult brushes with the political world and that this
solidification takes on a somewhat different shape according to how quickly
peopl e become actively engaged in politics. Another way of |ooking at the
dynam cs of political affiliations and attitudes is to see if the genera
strengthening of stability over time is matched by a strengthening of the

| i nkage between the two. A quadrennial, if indeed not perennial, subject of
inquiry in the public opinion and el ectoral behavior fields concerns the
connection between party identification and i ssue stances. A mgjor focus in
the field, put sinply, is whether issue stances drive party identification or
whet her party identification drives issue stances. Mre nuanced versions
recogni ze the inportance of beginning points in early adulthood, an emergent
crystallization with respect to party identification and to at |east sone
types of issues (as w tnessed above), and periodic updating of both party
identification and i ssue positions (e.g., Abramowitz 1998, Carm nes and
Stinmson 1989, Niem and Jennings 1991). Longitudinal data are especially well
suited to addressing such phenonena.



Qur present concern is with the broad character of the over-tinme relationship
between citizens' particular attitudes toward political groups and issues and
their general partisan affiliations. Assum ng that individuals are |earning
machi nes with updating capacities, and that the political environnent they
confront is relatively stable in the issues that are bei ng engaged and the
choices offered by the parties, we should expect these relationships to
increase over time.® As individuals becone nore faniliar with the parties,
public policies, and major actors they would presumably come to see the
connections anmongst them-- providing that the appropriate cues are being
emtted. Tine, then, stands as a proxy for political experience.

To test this hypothesis, we observed the associations between a variety of
political attitudes and party identification across tine. Table 3a presents
the findings gauged in ternms of pearson correlation coefficients, while Table
3b presents the findings gauged in terns of bivariate regression
coefficients.” Wth sone inportant exceptions as noted bel ow, the expected
strengt heni ng does occur with the passage of time. Relationships for the first
ei ght nmeasures listed are all denonstrably higher for 1997 -- usually by a
very hefty margin -- than are those for 1973. That the pattern across the
years i s not always nonotoni c suggests the possibility of period effects,

t hough non-nonotonicity is the exception rather than the rule. Overall, these
results underscore the inportance of sheer adult-Ilevel experience with the
political system People experience nore politics, and thus nmake nore sense
of politics, as they age.

O course, another possibility is that the class of 1965 was nerely responding
to push-pull forces that were affecting all cohorts passing through the sane
historical time. One idea here would involve the possibility that these

i ssues were increasing in salience over the period. This, however, is not
very convincing on its face, especially in light of the history of the civil

ri ghts novenment and wonen's novenment. A nore plausible idea is that partisan
di vi sions on these issues have becone clearer since the 1960s. Researchers
have found i ncreased public awareness of party differences on racial issues in
recent decades (Carmnes and Stinmson 1989) and of the parties' ideol ogica
differences in general (Abramowitz 1998). Undoubtedly, these kinds of changes

® This woul d be true regardl ess of how and with what strength the

direction of influence flows. Moreover, it would be true regardl ess of the
specific | earning mechanisminvolved -- if, for exanple, political experience
brings about a clearer sense of the parties' issue stances, which then drives
t he enhanced attitude/partisanship tie (e.g., Carmnes and Stinmson 1989), or
if political experience enhances the frequency with which political attitudes
beconme prined, which then generates the tighter attitude/partisanship bond
(Sears and Funk 1999). Despite the inportance of trying to explicate the
causal flows that run between partisanship and other political attitudes, that
i s not our purpose here.

" Pearson correl ations have the advantage of being symetric statistics,

whi ch make no assunption of causal direction. They have the di sadvant age,
however, of being sensitive to the variables' marginal distributions, which
makes cross-time or cross-group conparisons problematic. Bivariate regression
coefficients, on the other hand, require an assignment of causal direction but
are not sensitive to the variables' marginal distributions. Table 3b presents
bi variate regression coefficients where party identification is treated as the
dependent variable, but simlar findings are obtained if the causal direction
is reversed or if an average of two regression coefficients is used. Al
variabl es were scaled to range fromO0-1, and to run fromliberal/Denocratic to
conservati ve/ Republ i can. See the Appendi x for further details.



in partisan cues also have contributed to the increased |inkages we observe in
Tabl es 3a and 3b. Only by analyzing over-time data for nmultiple cohorts can
one begin to disentangle period fromaging effects, a task we take up bel ow
To foreshadow t hose results: although all cohorts show an over-tinme increase
in the issue/party nexus, the age-related differences in these dynam cs
continue to suggest the inportance of political experience to the strengthened
| i nkages between the two.

The exceptions in Tables 3a and 3b -- one dealing with the U S. role in world
affairs and one with the rights of those accused of crimes -- are notable.
Attitudes on both of these issues manifest weaker associations with

parti sanship than one finds for the first eight, and no tendency toward
stronger associations over tine. Considering that neither of these issues
appeared at all often in party or candidate rhetoric during the years being
covered here, the ongoing weak |inks can be seen as a faithful reproduction of
elite (non) discourse. By contrast, the other attitude itens concern matters
of greater salience throughout the period -- issues concerning racial
equality, wonen's rights, legalization of drugs, government provision of
soci al services, and the like. Further, there is a reversal in the sign of
the rel ationship between party identification and opinion on the U S. role in
world affairs. Wereas in 1973 and 1982 Denocrats were nore |likely than
Republ i cans to express an isolationist point of view, by 1997 it was
Republ i cans who were nore likely to do so. Although this reversal is not
puzzling -- after all, the 1990s ushered in the end of the Cold War and gave
rise to expressions of isolationist sentinent anong proni nent Republican
political candidates and officeholders -- it denpnstrates how changes in the
political environment can disrupt the tendency for political and partisan
attitudes to becone nore integrated with age.

Political Engagenment and the |ssue/Party Linkage

As with stability of attitudes over tinme, it seens likely that early
engagenent in politics would play a nediating role in the |ongitudina

devel opnent of the political attitudes/party identification nexus. Just as

t he accunul ation of political experience acconpanyi ng agi ng encourages the
integration of political attitudes and partisan identification, the build up
of experience through active political involvenent should usher in such
integration as well. Qur specific expectations are twofold: (1) that those
who becane politically active during the late 1960s and early 1970s woul d have
mani f ested these connections nore quickly and nore strongly than those were
relatively inactive over the period; and that (2) given the inportance of

t hese "inpressionable years" for the formation of political identities, these
group differences would have endured over timne.

The first of these expectations is handsonmely nmet, as the first col um of
Tabl e 4 denonstrates. As of 1965, at |east based on the data we have that
reaches back that far, the associations between attitudes toward issues/groups
and partisanship were equivalent (and, relative to |ater years, weak) in both
groups. Indeed, in one case (evaluation of business vs. labor), the

rel ati onshi p was noti ceably weaker anong those who were soon to be gal vani zed
into political action than anong those who were not. By 1973, however, a very
different pattern was in place. At this point, the connections are stronger
for those who were politically active across the intervening period, usually
quite decidedly so. In fact, nost of the relationships for the |ess active
group are just barely or not at all statistically significant.

The second expectation, that early entrants into political participation would
keep their edge in the connection evident between their attitudes and their
party I D, receives mxed support. Not surprisingly, the politically active
never |ose their edge across the years, at least with respect to issues where



there was a visible connection at all. However, the differences between the
nore and |l ess active either stayed essentially the sanme over time or showed
the I ess active cutting into the edge held by the nore active. One reason
undoubtedly rests in the fact that some individuals are late starters in the
participation game. They would show up as nore active in the subsequent
surveys and thus heighten the prospect of fitting party inmage together with
political attitudes.

Nevert hel ess, the inportance of early political involvenment is very clear in
these results, as they were for the stability findings reviewed earlier

Those whose entry into adulthood during the turbulent |ate 1960s and early
1970s was marked by political engagenent emerged with a nore crystallized set
of political and partisan attitudes. This point is further underscored by

| ooki ng at how well their specific political attitudes at age 26 predict their
general partisan and ideol ogical orientations over two decades l|later, at age
50, as shown in Table 5. In all but one case, the correlations for the engaged
group are 50%to 100% hi gher than are those for the di sengaged group. |ndeed,
the one case where the difference is trivial, which concerns eval uati ons of
busi ness vs. labor, seens to strengthen the rule. Although the politica
controversies of the time were w de-rangi ng, issues concerning busi ness vs.

| abor took a back seat to those concerning racial equality, wonen's rights,
drugs, norality, and war.

Thus, while the late 1960s and early 1970s were "inpressionable years" for
this cohort -- as they left their chil dhood homes and began to establish their
adult identities, both personally and politically -- not all nmenbers of the
cohort were inpressed. Those who becane political engaged throughout the
period found their initial views challenged and unsettled, but ended up with
political attitudes and identities that in inportant respects stil
characterize them sone 25 years later. For others in the cohort, however,
those who were not politically engaged during those inpressionable years, the
nodel of development is quite different. To put it sinply: who they were,
politically, by their md-twenties was nore connected to who they had been in
| at e adol escence, and had little bearing on who they were to becone at m d-
life.

Cohort-Centric Effects

We have argued that the ties between party identification and politica
attitudes tend to strengthen over tinme, and inplied that this is a genera
process, one that is not specific to the class of 1965. W have al so
suggested that this kind of age-dependent devel opnental process requires a
relatively stable political environment, stable in terns of the issue
positions parties are staking out and the groups whose interests they are
seeki ng to advance. This argunent by no nmeans rul es out inter-cohort
differences in ternms of what particular attitudes becone |inked to

parti sanship or in how strongly the linkages form (Quite the contrary. As
cohorts begin to nake firner their partisan allegiances and attitudina

di spositions, the particular |inkages being forged between the two should vary
with the societal forces at work at the tine. The ways in which issues,
groups, and parties get aligned in voters' mnds depends in part upon the ways
these are aligned in the political environnent that marks their com ng of age.
As such, changes over tinme in the issues and problens that concern the nation
and that become reflected in party agendas shoul d generate inter-cohort
differences in the alignment of partisan orientations to issue positions and
group synpat hi es.

This leaves us with two ways in which age figures into the rel ationships that

are forned between party identification and other political attitudes. One
way concerns age as an index of political experience. Wth age cones
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experience with the political system an enriched set of policy views and
party eval uations, and an evolution of tighter |inkages between the two. The
second way concerns age as an index of political generation. Because the

| i nkages between policy and partisan attitudes tend to be formed and
crystallized in adulthood's early years, they should reflect the associations
that were prominent in the political era when the individual cane of age.

We saw earlier that the 1965 cohort seened to formincreasingly strong
associ ati ons between their partisan identification on the one hand and their
attitudes on matters concerning race, gender, and social services on the
other. According to the argunents set forth above, this devel opnent shoul d
have, in part, been cohort distinctive. Two specific expectations to this

ef fect are based on age- qua-experience alone: (1) The 1965 cohort shoul d have
shown greater increases over tinme (in the party/issue nexus) than those who
were ol der, and smaller increases than those who were younger, and (2) The
connecti ons observed shoul d be stronger anong ol der fol ks than anbng younger
fol ks as of any given point in time, so long as there is continuity in the
political environment each group has experienced. The nore the discontinuity
in the political environment that different age groups have faced -- in the

i ssues engaged by the parties and the positions they stake out -- the weaker
these age-rel ated differences should be.

This leads to a third expectati on based on conceptions of age as a marker of
political generation, one that is based on an admittedly rough
characterization of how the parties have defined thenselves to citizens over
time: (3) The late 1960s and 1970s brought new i ssues into the forefront of
the party agendas, issues concerning civil rights, wonen's rights, and soci al
services provision or "welfare." The Denocrats becane, or becane
i ncreasingly, associated with progressive efforts within these domains. Youth
com ng of age throughout this period should have devel oped a cl oser
connection between their opinions on these groups/issues and their partisan
affiliations than did their elders, whose partisan inmages and affiliations
were |largely fornmed during an earlier era

To eval uate these expectations we first consider data fromthe earlier waves
of the parent sanple in the study. This has the virtue of yielding a

conpari son across the same questions asked at the same point in tine, but the
di sadvant age of a conparison between only two cohorts, which ends in 1982
(when the parents were last interviewed). W turn second, then, to an

anal ysis of National Election Studies data, which is in many respects ideally
suited for the purpose due to its cohort heterogeneity and to the presence of
at least a few attitudinal nmeasures that overlap w th ours.

In Table 6, we reproduce the |inkage results for the youth that were found in
Tabl e 3b, adding the conparable findings for the parent generation. Two
results, in particular, are inmportant. First, in nearly every conparison that
i nvolves civil rights, the wonmen's novenent, or governnent services, the ties
found for the youth exceed those found for their parents, though not always by
large margins. This is, at |least partial, evidence in support of proposition
#3 above. Second, the only clear reversal of this pattern concerns the |ink
between party identification and attitudes toward business vis a vis |abor
Here the |inkage was much weaker for the youth in 1965 than it was for their
parents (v=.36 vs. .69), grew nore dramatically over tinme anmong the youth than
it did anmong their parents, but still found them | aggi ng behind as of the |ast
time both were interviewed, in 1982 (b=.75 vs. .89). Because the association
of Denocrats with | abor and Republicans with big business is |ong-standing,

far nore | ongstanding the associations newy forned during the 1960s and
1970s, this finding is consistent with expectations about age and politica
devel opnent (#1 and #2) laid out above.
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An anal ysis of NES data sheds further light on these issues. To begin, we
eval uate the |inkage between party identification and a set of politica
attitudes for three birth cohorts across tine. One cohort was designed to be
conparable to the sanpl e we have been anal yzi ng, who, for the npbst part, were
born in 1947. In order in ensure a |arge enough N for analysis, we defined

t he conparabl e NES cohort as those born during 1944-1950. W refer to this
cohort, below, as the "pseudo-65" cohort. The second, and younger, cohort
consi sts of those born after 1962, and who thus entered the electorate
somet i ne between the begi nning of Ronal d Reagan's Presidency in 1980 and the
re-election of Bill dinton in 1996. Although the 1980s and 1990s were not
mar ked by the w despread nobilization and conflict over race, gender, and war
that characterized the 1960s and 1970s, they nonethel ess were decades t hat
presented the electorate with party differences sorted along these lines. The
Denocratic party, nore than the Republican, was the party working to advance
civil rights, wonen's rights, and to protect or enhance prograns providing
soci al services or "welfare.” The post-1962 group had | ess experience with
the political systemthan the pseudo-65 cohort, but in many respects found

t hensel ves facing a conparable political terrain. The third, and ol der
cohort consists of those who were born between 1904 and 1932, those who had
reached their md-twenties during the 1930s-1950s. Here, we have isolated a
group whose political affiliations had already been form ng, and presunale
crystallizing, well before the transformative tine of the 1960s and 1970s.

W | ook, for each cohort and over time, at how strong an associ ati on was

evi dent between party identification and seven political attitude neasures:
government assistance to mnorities, evaluation of blacks, opinion on wonen's
rol e, evaluation of the wonen's novenent, opinion on governnent job

assi stance, evaluation of |abor unions, and opinion on the U S. role in world
affairs. Table 7 presents estimates of the party/issue connection for the
three cohorts, on the seven neasures, and across three points in time chosen
to be conparable to our study years: 1972, 1982, and 1996.

Al t hough sone anonalies are evident, the overall pattern is consistent with
expectations. There is a general tendency for all of the relationships to

i ncrease over time (with the exception of attitudes on the U S. role in world
affairs, where, as we pointed out earlier, it is sensible to find no

i ncrease). Thus, sonething of a period effect characterizes the 1972-1996
period: the parties were increasingly associated in the voter's mnds with

i ssues concerning, race, gender, social services and |abor.® This pattern is
overl aid, however, w th others.

Cl oser scrutiny of Table 7 shows that the overtinme increases on issues
concer ni ng bl acks, wonen, and social services tend to be much stronger for the
youngest cohort and the pseudo-1965 cohort than they are for ol dest cohort.
Everyone is responding, to some extent, to the "new' political issues, but not
everyone is responding to the same extent. Consider, in illustration, the
findings for governnent assistance to mnorities. The coefficient for the

8 Dividing this cohort into two smaller subgroups, or changing the years

mar ki ng t he boundari es of each cohort produces no substantial difference in
the results.

® As devel oped in Abranmowitz's (1998) analysis, the parties were not

changi ng their positions over time, but rather sending out clearer cues about
where they stood. This kind of over-tine change in the political environnent
is likely to enhance the connections that all voters see between issues and
parties, while still showi ng an age dependent trace; if the cues parties send
are amnbi guous, the nore experienced ol der voters are nore likely than the

i nexperi enced younger voters to have figured the parties positions out.
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pseudo- cohort of 1965 grows from .08 in 1972 (when the cohort was, on average,
25 years old) to .22 in 1982 (age 35) and to .45 in 1996 (age 49). Anong the
ol dest age cohort, the coefficients ranged from.14 to .29 to .33 over the
period, as they aged fromtheir md-forties to their md 70's on average.

O her conparisons in the five-variable "new issues" set are as strong or
stronger.

As a consequence of such dynamics, there is a strong trace of curvilinearity
across age in the party/issue |inkages by 1996. The |inks are weaker anong
both those who are younger and those are ol der than the pseudo-65 cohort --

al t hough, according to our argument, for different reasons in each case. The
younger individuals, in their early 20s, have not yet devel oped crystallized
partisan or other political attitudes; they lack the degree of politica
experi ence that has hel ped the 1965 cohort forge tighter connections. By
contrast, the older group has had plenty of political experience, in fact too
much political experience with another political era, one where the politics
of race, gender, and welfare were relatively absent. Their politica
identities were well crystallized before these changes in the political and
parti san | andscape, leaving themw th partisan affiliations that are
relatively detached fromthe new issues on the political scene.

This interpretation finds further support in the 1996 NES fi ndi ngs concer ni ng
| abor unions (findings that parallel those found when conparing the youth and
parent sanples in Table 6). As we woul d expect because of the |ong

associ ation of the Denocratic party with the interests of |labor, there is no
drop-off in the link between eval uati ons of |abor and party identification
across age groups. Indeed, the strength of the relationship between the two
clinmbs sharply and linearly with age. The nore Americans |ike |abor the nore
they like the Denocrats (and vice versa); the older the American the nore this
is true. Figure 1 illustrates this pattern graphically, and for a nore fine-
grai ned breakdown of age cohort than was used in Table 5. Figures 2 and 3
present the results for evaluation of blacks and the wonmen's novenent for
conpari son. These convey the contrasting, curvilinear, pattern found for the
"new i ssues"” of the 1960s and 1970s.

Qur explanation of the differences between Figure 1 and Figures 2-3 stresses
the i nmportance of political devel opnents taking place in the inpressionable
years of early adulthood, and the tendency of attitudes and identities
crystallized early to be resistant to change in the later years. dder

Ameri cans, socialized in the 30s or 40s to think of the Denocrats as aligned
with | abor -- nore, certainly, than they were socialized to think of them as
aligned with blacks -- carried that connection forward to the nineties and
strengthened it along the way. Later on, they were less likely to integrate
their partisan orientations and their attitudes on the new i ssues of the day,
certainly less likely to do so than were younger Americans whose experience
with the political systemand political parties were largely limted to these
new i ssues.

For this interpretation to be convincing, it would help to replicate the
results using many nore attitudes toward objects of |ong-standing association
with the parties. Unfortunately, it is harder to find clear exanples of such
attitudes than it is to find exanples of attitudes whose relevance is of nore
recent vintage; survey researchers, like journalists, become excited about
what is new W plan to continue to pursue this issue with NES and ot her
data, but in the neantinme present one final set of results germane to the
general argunent. These concern age related differences in the link

i ndi vi dual s make between their party identification and their evaluations of
the mlitary (Figure 4).

If we were to make up findings to help sustain our general point, we could
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hardly make up stronger findings than those displayed in Figure 4. Anong
Ameri cans who entered political adulthood during the 1920s and 30s (aged 74+
in 1996), favorable evaluations of the mlitary were aligned with pro-
Denocratic partisan | eanings (negative coefficient, given the scaling of the
variabl'es). This relationship progressively weakens anbng the next two age
cohorts (those socialized in the m d-40s through the 50s), at which point it
sharply takes on the opposite sign. Beginning with the pseudo-cohort of 1965
-- socialized in the era when the phrase "mlitary-industrial conplex" was
popul ari zed, the Pentagon Papers were politicized, and the Republicans cane to
be associated with the unpopul ar Vietnam War (Hallin 1984, Zaller 1992) --

unf avorabl e evaluations of the mlitary becane aligned with pro-Denocratic
[eanings. Perhaps nore clearly than in previous results, this finding shows
how t he past helps to define the present, and given the relentl ess engine of
popul ati on replacenent, the likely future as well.

One general lesson to take away fromthese denonstrations of age-rel ated

di fferences concerns how events taking place well after the "inpressionable
years" influence the crystallization process. The class of 1965 shows a
dramatic over-tinme increase in the extent to which they link their politica
views on race, gender, and welfare with their partisan affiliation because

t hose issues both marked their com ng-of-age and persisted on the politica
agenda, presenting clear (indeed, clearer) party differences. Just as Bil
Cinton is fromtheir era, the politics of the 1990s is a politics that nakes
sense to them

Conclusion

As research on political socialization has enphasized over the years, the
dynam cs by which political attitudes evolve over tinme and are transmtted
across generations can have inportant inplications for the polity as a whol e.
Less appreci ated, perhaps, are the ways in which the ideas and findings
devel oped through political socialization research can have inportant
inplications for other mcro-level research questions in political science.
Rat her than summari zing findings or restating argunments presented earlier, we
concl ude by suggesting several "mcro-to-macro" and "m cro-to-mcro"
i nplications that m ght be drawn fromthis research

One nmacro-level inplication concerns political participation. Qur analysis
has suggested the inportance of political engagenent in early adulthood to how
people mature, politically, and the extent to which their political attitudes
crystallize. This inplies that changes in the participation rates of young
adults could have fairly significant consequences for the politica

sophi stication of the citizenry. Prograns |ike Ameri Corp and policies like
Mot or Vot er, each of which is at least in part ainmed at trying to enhance the
political participation of young adults, would do nore than increase the
political representation of this group.

A second aggregate-level inplication concerns what we can predict about the
future given the process of popul ation replacenment. One point is clear
partisan divisions within the electorate on matters of race, gender, and
soci al services will solidify in the years to cone. The party affiliations of
a large and growi ng group of Anerican have becone strongly linked with their
opi nions on those issues and will not easily be uncoupled, even if the issue

| andscape changes or the party differences beconme obscured.

On the micro-1level, one possible inplication concerns nodels of vote choice.
Qur findings about generational differences in the party/issue nexus suggests
that there should be generational differences in the issues that lead to
defections froma party-line vote. For exanple, we would expect ol der voters,
especially those entering the el ectorate before the 1960s, to be nore likely
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to defect on the basis of issues concerning race, gender, and welfare than
woul d younger voters sinply because their attitudes on those issues have not
been well integrated into their partisan identification

A second inplication concerns research into the conpeting sources of political
expertise or sophistication. W have argued that early political engagenent
produces stable political attitudes that are well connected to basic partisan
orientations. This raises questions about how early political involvenent
conpares to other possible sources of political sophistication, like politica
know edge or education or political involvenment in one's |ater years.

One idea comon to these thoughts about macro- or micro-level inplications, as
well as to the argunents and interpretations in this paper, is the inportance
of understandi ng what is past to understanding the here and now. W are not
yet prepared to recommend that survey researchers ask their respondents:
"Thi nk back to when you left high school. D d you get involved in politics
back then?" But we do think it would be a good idea for political behavior
researchers to always ask: "How might political and Iife history be entering

i n?"
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Party

Appendix: Question Wording and Index Construction

I dentification

Code:

Ceneral Iy speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a Republican, a
Denocrat, an |Independent, or what? (Strongly, or Not Strongly). [For

“I ndependents” - Do you think of yourself as closer to the Republican or
to the Denocratic party?]

O=strong Denocrat to 1=strong Republican

| deol ogi cal ldentification

Code:
School

We hear a Tot of talk these days about |iberals and conservatives. Here
is a seven-point scale on which the political views that people m ght
hold are arranged fromextrenely liberal to extrenely conservative Were
woul d you place yourself on this scale, or haven't you thought nuch
about this?

O=extrene liberal to l=extreme conservative

I ntegration

Code:

Cvic

Sonme people say that the government in Washi ngton should see to it that
white and bl ack children are allowed to go to the sane schools. O hers
claimthat this is not the governnent's business. Have you been

concer ned enough about this question to favor one side over the other?
Do you think the governnent in Wshington should see to it that white
and bl ack children go to the same schools or stay out of the area as it
is none of its business?

O=see to it that white and black children go to the sane schools to
1=stay out of the area as it is none of its business

Tol er ance

Code:

Politi

This variabl e conbi nes the responses to the follow ng agree/di sagree
guesti ons:

I f soneone wanted to nake a speech in this conmmunity agai nst churches
and religion, that person should be allowed to speak

If a Communist were legally elected to sonme public office around here,
peopl e should all ow that person to take office.

(and for the Youth Panel only)
The American system of governnent is one that all nations should have.

O=l east intolerant to 1=nbst intolerant.

cal Trust

This variabl e conbi nes the responses to the foll ow ng questions:

Do you think that quite a few of the people running the governnent are
di shonest, not very many are, or do you think hardly any of themare
di shonest ?

Do you think that people in the government waste a | ot of the noney we
pay in taxes, waste sonme of it, or don't waste very nuch of it?

How much of the tine do you think you can trust the government in
Washi ngton to do what is right -- just about always, nost of the tine,
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or only some of the tine?

Do you feel that alnost all of the people running the government are
smart peopl e who usual ly know what they are doing, or do you think that
quite a few of themdon't seemto know what they are doi ng?

Whul d you say the governnment is pretty nuch run by a few big interests
| ooki ng out for thenselves or that it is run for the benefit of all the
peopl e?

Code: O=least political trust to l=nobst political trust

Political Engagement in 1973

This variable was created by summ ng the nunber of “yes” responses to a
series of questions about nine different kinds of political involvenent

i ncluding: election work for a party, issue, or candidate; attenpts at
personal political persuasion during election canpaigns; attending
nmeetings, rallies, or dinners; displaying canpaign buttons or stickers;
gi ving noney for canpaigns; contacting public officials; witing letters
to the editor; attending protest or denpnstration; or working with
others to solve comunity probl ens.

Code: O=less than or equal to the nmedian nunber of activities(l activity),
l=above the nedi an nunber of activities

Governnent Aid to Mnorities

Sonme people feel that the government in Washi ngton shoul d make every
possi ble effort to i nprove the social and econom c position of blacks
and other mnority groups. Qhers feel that the government shoul d not
make any special effort to help mnorities because they should help

t hensel ves. (And other people have opinions sonewhere in between).
VWhere woul d you place yourself on this scale, or haven't you thought
much about this?

Code: O=governnent should help mnorities to 1=mnorities should help
t hensel ves

Eval uati on of (\Whites-Bl acks)
This variable was constructed by subtracting the Feeling Thernoneter for
“Bl acks”(1997, 1982), or “Negroes”(1973, 1965) fromthe Feeling

Thermoneter for “Whites.” The Feeling Thernoneter battery was
i ntroduced as foll ows:

Now | ook at page 11 of the booklet. There are many groups in America
and we would like to get your feelings towards sone of them using
something we call a "feeling thernoneter.™ Here's how it works:

If you have a warm feeling toward a group, or feel favorably toward it,
you woul d place it sonewhere between 50 degrees and 100 degrees
dependi ng on how warm your feeling is toward the group. On the other
hand, if you don't feel very favorably toward a group -- that is if you
don't care for it too nuch -- then you would place it sonewhere between
O degrees and 50 degrees. If you don't feel particularly warmor cold
toward a group, then you should place it in the mddle, at the 50 degree
mark. O course if you don't know too much about a group, just tell nme
and we'll go on to the next one. Were would you put (GROUP)?

Code: O=nost pro-black/anti-white to 1= nost pro-white/anti-black

Vwnen’s Rol e
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Recently there has been a lot of talk about wonen's rights. Sonme people

feel that women shoul d have an equal role with nmen in running business,

i ndustry and governnment. Ohers feel that wonen's place is in the hone.
(And ot her peopl e have opi ni ons sonewhere in between). Were would you
pl ace yourself on this scale, or haven't you thought rmuch about this?

Code: O=wonmen and men shoul d have an equal role to 1=wonmen’s place is in the
hore

Eval uati on of Wnen’s Mvenent
Feeling Thernoneter for the “Wnen’s Movenent” (1997), and “Wonen’s
Li berati on Movenent” (1973, 1982).

Code: O=nobst pro-wonen’s novenent to l=npbst anti-wonen’s novenent

Legal i zati on of Marijuana
Sonme people think that the use of marijuana should be nade | egal
O hers think that the penalties for using marijuana should be set higher
than they are now. (And other people have opinions sonewhere in
bet ween). \Where woul d you place yourself on this scale, or haven't you
t hought nuch about this?

Code: O=make use of marijuana |legal to l=set penalties higher than they are
now

Prayer in School
Some people think it is all right for the public schools to start each
day with a prayer. Qhers feel that religion does not belong in the
public schools but should be taken care of by the famly and the church
Have you been interested enough in this to favor one side over the
ot her? Wi ch do you think -- schools should be allowed to start each day
with a prayer or religion does not belong in the school s?

Code: O=religion does not belong in the schools to l1=schools should be all owed
to start each day with a prayer

Gover nnent Job Assi stance
Sonme people feel that the government in Washi ngton should see to it that
every person has a job and a good standard of |iving. Suppose these

peopl e are at one end of this scale -- at point nunber 1. Qhers
bel i eve that the governnent should | et each person get ahead on his or
her own. Suppose these people are at the other end -- at point nunber

7. And other peopl e have opinions somewhere in between, at points
2,3,4,5 0r 6. Wiere would you pl ace yourself on this scale, or haven't
you t hought much about this?

Code: O=governnent see to a job and good standard of living to 1=government
| et each person get ahead on their own

Eval uati on of (Business-Labor)
This variabl e was constructed by subtracting the Feeling Thernoneter for
Labor Unions fromthe Feeling Thernmoneter for Big Business. See the

expl anation for the “Evaluation of (Whites-Blacks)” for the question
wor di ng.

Code: O=nost anti-big business/pro-union to 1=nost pro-big business/anti-union

Ri ghts of Accused
Sonme people are primarily concerned with doing everything possible to
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Code:

protect the legal rights of those accused of committing crines. Qhers
feel that it is nore inportant to stop crimnal activity even at the

ri sk of reducing the rights of the accused. (And ot her people have
opi ni ons somewhere in between). Where would you place yourself on this
scal e, or haven't you thought much about this?

O=protect rights of accused to 1=stop crinme regardless of rights of
accused

US Role in Wrld Affairs

Code:

Sonme people think that the governnent should pay nore attention to our
own needs and stop getting involved in other countries' affairs. Qhers
think that a nation as inportant as ours must play a leading role in
foreign affairs. (And other people have opi nions sonewhere in between.)
VWhere woul d you place yourself on this scale, or haven't you thought
much about this?

O=gover nnment shoul d stop getting involved in other countries’ affairs to
1=government should play a leading role in foreign affairs

Eval uation of the Mlitary

Code:

Feeling Thernmoneter for the Mlitary.

O=npst anti-mlitary to 1=nost pro-mlitary
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TABLE 1A

STABILITY OF OPINIONS OVER TIME

Y outh Cohort Parent Cohort
Panel Years 1965-1973  1973-1982  1982-1997 | 1965-1973  1973-1982
(Age)
(18-26) (26-35) (35-50) (46-54) (54-63)

Party Identification .50 .65 .65 81 .83
Evaluation of (Whites-Blacks) .46 .55 51 42 45
School Integration A7 .29 .39 32 32
Evaluation of (Business-Labor) 24 45 .53 51 .60
Prayer in the School .38 .59 .61 48 .58
Civic Tolerance 41 .60 .65 34 51
Political Trust .20 34 32 .33 43

Note: Entries are continuity correlations. For each issue, the Ns are held constant across time within cohorts.



TABLE 1B

STABILITY OF OPINIONS OVER TIME

Y outh Cohort Parent Cohort

Panel Years 1973-1982  1982-1997 1973-1982
(Age) (26-35) (35-50) (54-63)
Ideological Identification 45 .58 .63
Government Aid to Minorities 41 44 .39
Women's Role 45 45 45
Evaluation of Women's Movement 48 .50 .39
Legalization of Marijuana .62 .60 48
Government Job Assistance 35 40 .38
Rights of Accused 34 .36 .39
U.S. Rolein World Affairs 27 .38 40

Note: Entries are continuity correlations. For each issue, the Ns are held constant

across time.




TABLE 2A

STABILITY OF OPINIONS OVER TIME

BY LEVEL OF ENGAGEMENT

Panel Years;

(Age)

1965-1973

(18-26)

1973-1982

(26-35)

1982-1997

(35-50)

Party Identification
Engaged

Unengaged

Evaluation of (Whites-Blacks)

Engaged

Unengaged

School Integration

Engaged

Unengaged

Evaluation of (Business-Labor)

Engaged

Unengaged

Prayer in the School

Engaged

Unengaged

Civic Tolerance

46

.55

45

46

19

14

.18

.32

.66

.58

5l

.29

27

48

43

.61

.53

.65

.56

45

.39

.38

.58

A7

.63




Engaged 40

Unengaged .37
Political Trust

Engaged .16

Unengaged .26

.62

37

.30

.66

.61

.35

.30

Note: Entries are continuity correlations. For each issue and within each

engagement group, the Ns are held constant across time.




TABLE 2B

STABILITY OF OPINIONS OVER TIME

BY LEVEL OF ENGAGEMENT

Panel Years

(Age)

1973-1982

(26-35)

1982-1997

(35-50)

Ideological Identification

Engaged

Unengaged

Government Aid to Minorities
Engaged
Unengaged

Women's Role

Engaged

Unengaged

Evaluation of Women's Movement

Engaged

Unengaged

Legalization of Marijuana

Engaged

Unengaged

Government Job Assistance

48

.38

46

.32

40

48

5l

43

.61

.62

.60

.53

.53

31

45

.61

.56




Engaged 43

Unengaged 24

Rights of Accused

Engaged .38

Unengaged .29

U.S. Rolein World Affairs

Engaged .28
Unengaged 24

A7

.32

.26

.32

Note: Entries are continuity correlations. For each issue and within each

engagement group, the Ns are held constant across time.




TABLE 3A

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POLITICAL ATTITUDES AND PARTY IDENTIFICATION, OVER TIME

(Pearson Correlation Coefficients)

Year 1965 1973 1982 1997
(Age) (18) (26) (35) (50)
Government Assistance to Minorities -- .22 .28 .35
(n=831)

Evaluation of (Whites-Blacks) A3 A7 16 A5
(n=729)

Women's Role -- 14 .10 21
(n=860)

Evaluation of Women's Movement -- A7 .27 40
(n=744)

Legalization of Marijuana - A8 A0 .23
(n=809)

Prayer in the School .03 A2 14 27
(n=559)

Government Job Assistance -- .25 .35 41
(n=750)

Evaluation of (Business-Labor) A3 21 37 37
(n=741)

Rights of Accused - 14 16 A1




(n=804)

U.S. Rolein World Affairs

(n=835)

10

A3

-.06




TABLE 3B

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POLITICAL ATTITUDES AND PARTY IDENTIFICATION, OVER TIME

(Bivariate Regression Coefficients)

Y ear 1965 1973 1982 1997

(Age) (18) (26) (35) (50)

Government Assistance to Minorities -- .22 .33 .49
(n=831) (6.4) (8.4) (10.5)
Evaluation of (Whites-Blacks) .35 A7 46 .59
(n=729) (3.6) (4.6) (4.5) 4.2
Women's Role -- A2 A2 .32
(n=860) (4.0) (3.0) (6.3)
Evaluation of Women's Movement -- 21 .33 .65
(n=744) (4.6) (7.7) (12.1)
Legalization of Marijuana - 14 .09 .23
(n=809) (5.2 (3.0) (6.6)
Prayer in the School .02 .08 .09 21
(n=559) (0.6) (2.9) (3.2 (6.7)
Government Job Assistance -- .26 43 .62
(n=750) (7.2) (10.2) (12.3)
Evaluation of (Business-Labor) .36 46 75 .89
(n=741) (3.5) (5.8) (10.9) (10.7)
Rights of Accused - A3 A8 14




(n=804) (3.9) (4.7) (3.2)

U.S. Rolein World Affairs -- .06 .09 -.05

(n=835) (2.9) (3.8) (L7)

Note: Entries are bivariate regression coefficients, with t-ratios in parenthesis below, treating party
identification as the dependent variable (as measured in 1973, 1982, and 1997) and politica

attitudes (measured contemporaneously) as independent variables.




TABLE 4

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POLITICAL ATTITUDES AND PARTY IDENTIFICATION OVER TIME

BY ENGAGEMENT

Y ear 1965 1973 1982 1997
(Age) (18) (26) (35) (50)
Government Assistance to Minorities

Engaged (n=458) -- 29x** ALxx* 56%**
Disengaged (n=373) .10* JOx** 38x**
Evauation of (Whites-Blacks)

Engaged (n=384) .36%** B7*** T6%** 6% **
Disengaged (n=345) 33** 21 12 .36*
Women's Role

Engaged (n=459) -- 5% ** 16%* Vil
Disengaged (n=401) .07* .07 2]x**
Evauation of Women's Movement

Engaged (n=396) -- 24x** A2x** Vi
Disengaged (n=348) 14* i 2% **
Legalization of Marijuana

Engaged (n=436) -- S 6% ** 30%**
Disengaged (n=373) .00 .00 J5%*
Prayer in the School

Engaged (n=312) .06 10** 4% x* i
Disengaged (n=247) -.03 .02 -.01 A7xx*




Government Job Assistance
Engaged (n=427) -

Disengaged (n=323)

Evauation of (Business-Labor)

Engaged (n=394) .30*
Disengaged (n=347) A3+
Rights of Accused

Engaged (n=440) -

Disengaged (n=364)

U.S. Rolein World Affairs
Engaged (n=452) -

Disengaged (n=383)

.30***

A7+

4G

.39***

.20***

-.05

.08**

.05*

48

.35***

.81***

7%

275 %

.06

.09**

.08**

.70***

.52***

.99***

.73***

.20***

.04

Note: Entries are bivariate regression coefficients treating party identification as the dependent

variable (as measured in 1973, 1982, and 1997) and political attitudes (measured

contemporaneously) as independent variables. * P<.05 ** P<.01 *** P<,001




TABLE 5

CORRELATION OF POLITICAL ATTITUDES AT AGE 25

WITH PARTY AND IDEOLOGICAL IDENTIFICATION AT AGE 50

BY ENGAGEMENT

(Pearson Correlation Coefficients)

Political Attitude (as gauged in 1973)

Average Correlation with Party

and ldeological Identification,

as measured in 1997

Government Assistance to Minorities
Engaged

Disengaged

Evauation of (Whites-Blacks)
Engaged

Disengaged

Women's Role
Engaged

Disengaged

Evauation of Women's Movement
Engaged

Disengaged

Legalization of Marijuana
Engaged

Disengaged

.28

A7

25

A2

25

18

.26

A9

27

.16




Prayer in the School
Engaged

Disengaged

Government Job Assistance
Engaged

Disengaged

Evaluation of (Business-Labor)
Engaged

Disengaged

Rights of Accused
Engaged

Disengaged

U.S. Rolein World Affairs
Engaged

Disengaged

A9

A2

.30

14

24

.20

22

A2

.16

.06




TABLE 6

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POLITICAL ATTITUDES AND PARTY IDENTIFICATION OVER TIME

YOUTH AND PARENT SAMPLES COMPARED

Year 1965 1973 1982 1997
(Age) (18)
Government Assistance to Minorities
Y outh -- .22 .33 .49
Parent 12 .20 --
Evaluation of (Whites-Blacks)
Y outh .35 A7 .46 .59
Parent .28 .52 .25 --
Women's Role
Y outh -- 21 A2 .32
Parent .03 .01 --
Evaluation of Women's Movement
Y outh -- 21 .33 .65
Parent 14 31 --
Legalization of Marijuana
Y outh -- 14 .09 .23
Parent -.02 .09 --
Prayer in the School
Y outh -.01 .08 .09 21
Parent .02 .08 .07 --




Government Job Assistance
Y outh -- .26

Parent .23

Evauation of (Business-Labor)

Y outh .36 .46

Parent .69 .79
Rights of Accused

Y outh -- 13

Parent .02

U.S. Rolein World Affairs

Y outh -- .06

Parent .09

43

31

75

.89

18

10

.09

A1

.62

Note: Entries are bivariate regression coefficients treating party identification as the dependent
variable (as measured in 1973, 1982, and 1997) and political attitudes (measured

contemporaneously) as independent variables. Since our purpose is to draw out the major

comparisons in these findings, t-scores and p-values are not shown.




TABLE 7

CONTEMPORANEOUS RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POLITICAL ATTITUDES AND PARTY IDENTIFICATION

NATIONAL ELECTION STUDIES DATA

1972 1982 1996
GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE TO MINORITIES
22 .35
Group born after 1962 (1.32) (6.33)
(n=48) (n=411)
.08 22 45
Group born in 1944-1950 (1.53) (2.81) (4.68)
(n=375) (n=214) (n=181)
14 .29 .33
Group born in 1904-1932 (3.88) (4.19) (4.34)
(n=900) (n=418) (n=319)
EVALUATION OF (WHITES-BLACKS)
.07 .32
Group born after 1962 (-36) (3.65)
(n=57) (n=366)
Group born in 1944-1950 .29 a2 .53
(3.83) (1.13) (3.34)
(n=389) (n=223) (n=178)
Group born in 1904-1932 16 .18 16
(2.88) (2.53) (1.39)
(n=919) (n=472) (n=331)
WOMEN'S ROLE
17 27
Group born after 1962 (1.16) (4.25)
(n=52) (n=434)
.08 14 .23
Group born in 1944-1950 (2.13) (1.95) (1.96)
(n=454) (n=224) (n=191)
.00 .06 .07
Group born in 1904-1932 (:17) (1.18) (1.01)
(n=1120) (n=462) (n=344)
EVALUATION OF WOMEN'S MOVEMENT
.65
Group born after 1962 (8.15)
(n=366)
A1 .86
Group born in 1944-1950 (1.84) (6.84)
(n=383) (n=176)
17 .56
Group born in 1904-1932 (4.08) (5.95)
(n=891) (n=325)

Note: Entries are bivariate regression coefficients, with t-ratios in parenthesis below, treating party

identification as the dependent variable.




TABLE 7 -- CONTINUED
CONTEMPORANEOUS RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POLITICAL ATTITUDES AND PARTY IDENTIFICATION
NATIONAL ELECTION STUDIES DATA

1972 1982 1996
GOVERNMENT JOB ASSISTANCE
31 .35
Group born after 1962 (1.94) (6.46)
(n=50) (n=401)
17 .29 48
Group born in 1944-1950 (4.01) (3.85) (5.46)
(n=386) (n=213) (n=183)
Group born in 1904-1932 .18 35 .38
(5.37) (6.24) (5.43)
(n=950) (n=431) (n=319)
EVALUATION OF LABOR UNIONS
Group born after 1962 48
(5.93)
(n=372)
Group born in 1944-1950 .30 .70
(4.05) (6.42)
(n=377) (n=178)
Group born in 1904-1932 40 .80
(7.62) (10.01)
(n=875) (n=324)
U.S. ROLE IN WORLD AFFAIRS
Group born after 1962 .01
(.38)
(n=442)
Group born in 1944-1950 -.08 .04
(2.17) (.63)
(n=465) (n=195)
Group born in 1904-1932 -.02 .04
(.60) (.94)
(n=1141) (n=360)

Note: Entries are bivariate regression coefficients, with t-ratios in parenthesis below, treating party

identification as the dependent variable.




