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PROGRAM NOTES

FROM AFAR

From Afar is a reckoning with the space between what
we hold and what is being taken.

In an era defined by the return of monolithic shadows,
where the gears of power turn with a cold indifference
to the individual, we often find ourselves standing in the
wake of events we did not choose. This work is a
meditation on modern paralysis: the moment we realize
that “control” was a fragile ghost.



ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Rodrigo Goncalves (b. 2002) is a Brazilian composer
currently studying Music Composition at Escola de
Musica da UFRJ (UFRJ School of Music). His
background blends formal academic training with
iIndependent study and practical experience, shaping a
distinct creative and technical approach.

Goncalves began his musical studies in 2016 under the
guidance of the conductor Josué Campos, focusing on
music theory — an essential foundation for his
development as a composer. From 2017 to 2019, he was
member of Banda Sinfonica do Colégio Sao Vicente de
Paulo, an experience that deepened his understanding
of ensemble performance and the practical application
of compositional techniques.

Between 2018 and 2022, he pursued independent
studies in composition, further refining his craft
through self-directed learning.

Goncalves has also participated in a conducting and
wind ensemble composition workshop led by the
esteemed conductor and composer Rubén Dario
Gomez at UFRJ School of Music. This experience
provided him with valuable insights into conducting
and composing for wind ensembles, broadening his
approach to instrumentation and ensemble writing.

As he continues his studies and creative work, Rodrigo
Goncalves remains dedicated to exploring new
directions in composition and refining his musical
voice.



INSTRUMENTATION

Flute
Oboe
Clarinet in B-flat
Bassoon

Horn in F
Trombone
Tuba

Percussion (1 player):
o Snare Drum
o Vibraphone
o Bass Drum

Celesta
Harp

Violin |
Violin |l
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass
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