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Abstract

Expectation-based accounts of language comprehension propose that violations of readers’ expectations
trigger additional processing that can strengthen memory representations. Hyperbolic language provides a
useful test case for this assumption, as exaggerated utterances reliably generate expectations and disrupt
online comprehension when those expectations are violated. The present study examined whether such
hyperbole-induced expectation violations have downstream consequences for memory. Across three
experiments, participants read narratives containing hyperbolic utterances followed by explicit
quantitative information that was either expectation-consistent or expectation-inconsistent. After a brief
delay, participants completed a recognition memory test. Despite reliable online processing disruption,
expectation-inconsistent information showed no consistent memory advantage. Instead, memory
performance favored expectation-consistent values or showed null effects, revealing limits on
expectation-based memory benefits.
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