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Instrumentation

Winds
Flute
Oboe

Clarinet in B
Basson

Strings
Violin I
Violin II

Viola
Cello

*A note on placement

There are several ways that the musicians could be placed depending on different scenerios. This piece is 
recommended to have a conductor, however it is not required. If a conductor is engaged, and if a platform or 
riser is available, the winds should be placed behind the strings in a row while the strings in front sit in a 
semi-circle (standard orchestral seating). However, if this is not the case, the composer's prefered method is as 
follows:

In this arrangement the composer feels cues would be easiest to give and blending would be most optimal. 

In the case a conductor is not present, the ensemble should sit in a semi-circle in the following order (from 
left to right in the audience's point of view): violin  I, violin II, viola, cello, bassoon, clarinet in B, oboe, flute.

Program notes

Program notes for this piece are rather difficult. This piece was, as the title suggests, written for troubled times. At the time I started writing this, it was in the aftermath of the 
2016 US election and the cacophony of events that followed. However, what constitutes "troubled times" could mean many things to many people. The main thing that seems to 
tie these varied definitions together is the idea of uncertainty and unsteadiness. With this piece, I tried capturing that feeling and attitude. 

This piece is divided into two parts. The first deals mainly with the ideas addressed above. It feels uncertain, trembly, and full of anxiety. The first part still tries to maintain order, 
however, by taking on the semblance of a sonata form. Even that is shown to be futile as the second part interrupts the first, this time though, that shakiness and unease is gone. In 
its place is an affect of calm, which is still, in a way, nervous. You're longing for something to give you hope and you're so close you can almost taste it before, once again, you're 
interrupted by something else... something mysterious, you can't quite grasp what it is.... maybe it's what you were searching for? Is this the answer? Can I finally find that long 
sought-after stillness in the midst of the crashing waves and, oh, what was that? Oh, never mind, I think I see the glimmering through the trees with widening, wishful eyes and 
happily greet the glo-oh, there it was again... and... oh.... it's the troubled times again... the reality of the situation, trudging on like before.... 

                                                                                                                                               -Aaron S. Ricucci-Hill

Approx. time: ~9 minutes





Dedicated to my love and best friend,
Michael Anthony Ricucci-Hill

Special thanks to my friend, Andy Leggett, for helping 
get this piece its premiere performance. Thank you for 

helping make my dream a reality.
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

 

subito 

subito 

subito 

      

        

        

        

  
  

    


     

     









col legno*

pizz.











(Col legno notes are not 
strictly in time/tune.)

 

        

        

        

 
     




   
     

       
  

        

col legno*

col legno*




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


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Vla.

Vc.

28

 

        

        

        

28

   
      

        

    
 



        

arco





          

           

       


   


 



      
  

  
       

      

col legno*







               

               

              

      

    
 



 
    

   

      

     

arco



arco








        

         


  

  

      

          


 
   






 
       

    


 
  col legno*

col legno*



col legno*



      




    

        



   
   



3

      





arco

      





        

     



  



  

    
 





arco



arco











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
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Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.





34

       

  

  

     

34

   





    

  



        

     







col legno*

        

        

        


 







 


   

  
 

   



arco



arco















B

        

        

        

 

        

        

  














           

           

           

 

     
  

     
  

  
 







  

      

        

     

 

        

        

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
























     
  

 

 

     
  

     
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Flz.









 


 




 






 
 

 

 

 










 
 

 

 

 


















 


 




 






 
 

 

 

 










 
 

 

 

 









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













42





    




 






42

 



 

 












  
 

 
























cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.





   




 






 






 












   

 
















 

 

















 























dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.





 

 

















 











   

   

 

 

















 



















 



 

  

 

 











C



  

 



 


   

  

 

 





 

 



 


    

 

 









 


4



 

 









 
0



 













  

 
0


4


0


4

 





simile...
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53









53


 

       
     

                 

 

  







arco

sul pont.

arco









         
       

                 

 

 











   
     

       
     

 



  

 











      
  







 
   

  








   
     







   
     

 


  



      
  



 





      
  







D


   

   


 
   

     
4 4

 

 
   

     
4 4

  
 



   
     

   
     



















presante 
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

































Fl.

Ob.

B Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.







60

  





 


   
       

 4 4 4

 

60

   
       

 4 4 4

 


      
  

      
  

   

  









 

 


 

   
     

   
     

 



  

 
   

     
4 4

   
    

4

 
   

   

 
 




      
  

      
  

















 
  

    

   
        


4 4 4

            
4 4 4

   
      







   

 
    

   
4 4

   
     







  
 


 




     

       
     

      
     

  


  
    

3


  







 

            

   
 
     

3

(=)






presante 

presante 



  

















   
     



       
 

  
        





    
 

            











        
3 3 3





       
      



   

            













14 Octour pour des moments inquiétants.





















Fl.

Ob.
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Vla.

Vc.

67









67

  
        



   


  

            









  


 

  





 



 

       
      





 









  


 

 

 


  



            

 



pizz.











  
  

  
  

  
  

  
        



  


           

            





presante 
arco








 


 



              

    
 

 

                

       
 













 

E

    

    



              




 

                

           











 
 


 






              

 

 

                

           









dim.

dim.

dim.

 

 
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
















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Vc.

73     

    

   

               

73

  

   

               


            







   

  

               

   

    

 
   

              











   



                






             

             





   

   

    

               


    


    


    

              



















   

   

   

               

     
 

   



 
   

  

  


  

   
  

  

               









































 


  

  

              

           

           


          

               















molto rit.
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

















Fl.

Ob.

B Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.





 





79 
 

  

  

              

79

     

  



 

  


      

              









      

      

      

     


 


   

 
 







































  

         
3 3 3

       
3 3

         
3

3 3


 


  

   

      

 

















a tempo
F

    
  

 
3 3 3

       
3 3

    
    

3 3

3



     

     

      

 


 



 






 


  

3 3 3

       
3 3

         
3 3 3








 








 



      

 

Flz.
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

















Fl.

Ob.

B Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.















84 
 



 












  

3 3 3

       
3 3

    
  

 
3 3 3



84 
 









 


 









 

     


  




         
3 3 3

       
3 3

          
3

3

         




   




   


   




   

















ord.

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

    
  

 
3 3 3

       
3 3

          
3

3

           

   
     

    
6 6

    
     

 

6 3


          






          







 

arco

arco





arco



arco


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

















Fl.

Ob.

B Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

87





         
   



87            

           

  

   


  

   

















 







sul pont.



           

          

 
  

     



        

        

          










 

   









 



 

  



           

           

           




  

   
  


      

  



        

   




 

 



 









           

           

           

   


 





           

3 3 3 3

  
  

 
 


   

    











 

           

           

           

  
           

3 3 3 3

           
3 3 3 3

  


  


      

    

  

  

 

    
     

3 3

             
3 3

             
3 3

           

 
    

 
  

 

 
    

 
    








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

































Fl.

Ob.

B Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

93
             

3 3

               
3 3 3 3

               
3 3 3 3

     

93      

  
  

     

     

               

3 3 3 3

             
3 3

      


       

       

  


  


       

       

             

3 3

 
       

 
    

 
    

 
       

 
  


   

 
    

 
    
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

































Fl.

Ob.

B Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

96
  

     


         

  


    


         

96          

  
     



         

         

(‰=‰)
Andante Moderato (M.M.  = c. 80)

ord.

     
   

     
   

  


 
   

     
   

     
   

     
   

     
   

     
   

         

         

  


    


         

         

         

         

         

     

     

  


 
   

         

  


 
   

  


 
   

     
   

         
















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

















Fl.

Ob.

B Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

100

           

          

       

   

100

           

          

       

   

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 


 


 


 


 


 


 

 

















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































Flute

Oboe

Clarinet in B 

Bassoon

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Cello















     


Longing... longing for... something
You don't quite know what. An inner peace?

Largo Andante ()















     















     













     















     



     














  

 
  

   





 





















     




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















Fl.

Ob.

B Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.













 
  

  

     

   














     

  

     

  









   

   

   

   



















     













   

   

   





 









     



















 





 

 
 





 
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















Fl.

Ob.

B Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.



















     















     

2A















     











     

   











     

     

   

  









     

     

  



  








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Octour pour des moments inquiétants.



































Fl.

Ob.

B Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.



           
3











            
3















     



     

     

 

          
3

     

 
 











     

     





     











     


 



       

   







Harmonic Gliss.





     

       





     


 



     









allarg.


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































Fl.

Ob.

B Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.



          



 
  

    

        



           

         

          

          

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.







a tempo













2B

     

      

           



           

           

           


    


    



       

        

           



           

           

  
  

  
  


 


 


 


 




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















Fl.

Ob.

B Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.





 







      

      









  
 

  
 

  
 

arco

arco

arco

         

        

 
  

    

       
 

           

          

          

          

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.



















      







  
 

  
 

  
 

arco

arco

arco

          

        

 
  

  
  

       
 

           

    


 


 

          

          

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.
















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















































































Fl.

Ob.

B Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.



           

         

 
  
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