
UCLA
UCLA Electronic Theses and Dissertations

Title
The Face of Venus for Symphony Orchestra

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/0qk914dm

Author
Ali, Austin Huvishka

Publication Date
2022

Supplemental Material
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/0qk914dm#supplemental
 
Peer reviewed|Thesis/dissertation

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/0qk914dm
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/0qk914dm#supplemental
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

Los Angeles 

The Face of Venus

for Symphony Orchestra

A thesis submitted in partial satisfaction  

of the requirements for the degree Master of Arts 

in Music 

by 

Austin Huvishka Ali

2022



© Copyright by 

Austin Ali

2022 



ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS 

The Face of Venus

for Symphony Orchestra

by 

Austin Huvishka Ali 

Master of Arts in Music 

University of California, Los Angeles, 2022 

Professor Richard Dane Danielpour, Chair

The Face of Venus aims to excite the audience’s imagination and shed light on the under-

appreciated life and vitality of Earth’s sister planet. The title refers to both the dense atmosphere of 

the planet and the face of the goddess Venus, a nod to Gustav Holst’s mythological take on the 

celestial body in The Planets suite for orchestra (1914-16). Inspired both by Holst and scientific 

discoveries of potential Venusian phosphine gas in September 2020, the work explores the 

possibility of alien life in the clouds of Venus through dense orchestral textures, soaring romantic 

melodies, and raucous bluesy dances.
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Composed in fulfillment of Richard Danielpour’s UCLA Graduate Orchestration Seminar, Winter 2021 

INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
English Horn
2 Clarinets in B-flat
Bass Clarinet (doubles Clarinet in B-flat)
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C
2 Tenor Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani
2 Percussion

Player 1: 
I. Triangle, Bass Drum, Suspended Cymbal
II. Tam-tam, Floor Tom, Wood Block
III. Whip, Tam-tam, Thundersheet, Snare Drum

Piano

Harp

Strings

Duration: 15 min.

PROGRAM NOTE

Venus is a world of contradictions. In many ways, Venus is the sister planet to Earth: both share a rocky 
crust, a thick atmosphere, similar size, and a comparable gravitational pull. Scientists even believe an 
ancient Venus boasted liquid water on its surface. However, underneath the dense cloud layer lies a 
world only describable as hell. Likely due to planet-wide volcanism and a runaway greenhouse effect, 
Venus transformed from a once-habitable rock to the hottest planet in the solar system. The same 
reflective clouds that project Venus’s immense beauty also trap the planet’s heat, creating lead-melting 
temperatures and bone-crushing pressures.

In September 2020, Venus’s story became full of more contrasts and impossibilities. Researchers reported 
the potential discovery of phosphine gas, a possible signature of biological life hiding in Venus’s upper 
atmosphere. In this altitude of Venus’s cloud layer, temperatures and pressures coincide at habitable 
Earth-like levels. With nutrients from volcanic activity below and a resistance to acidic atmospheric 
conditions, microbial life could survive, generating the detected phosphine signature.

The Face of Venus depicts the planet Venus through a lens of life. The first movement begins from the 
perspective of humans gazing at the world with wonder, naming it the “Morning Star.” The second 
movement imagines humanity traveling to Venus and living in the dense “Atmospheres.” Finally, the 
third movement conjures the image of aliens dancing in the clouds above, fueled by the “Primordial 
Blossom” of volcanoes below.

Player 2: 
I. Crash Cymbal, Xylophone
II. Glockenspiel, Bass Drum, Crash Cymbal
III. Xylophone, Splash Cymbal, Bass Drum
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THE	FACE	OF	VENUS
Austin	Ali	
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Copyright	by	Austin	Ali	(BMI).	All	rights	reserved.
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