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Abstract

Jindas was the nearest village to Lydda, situated
by the town’s northern entrance. Although Lydda
remained, to a large extent, an agricultural town
until 1948, its rural hinterland has received little
scholarly attention thus far. In this article, we
sought to redress this disparity by reconstructing
the history of Jindas, based on native sources
such as Ottoman tax records, waqf endowment
deeds, registers of the Sharia courts and even
oral testimonies. Jindas is mentioned in the 15th,
16th and early 17th centuries as a flourishing
village whose lands belonged to different
religious endowments. In the 18th and 19th
centuries the village was abandoned several
times. The desertion of Jindas, as well as of its
neighbors Sibtara, Kafr Jinnis, Beit Qiifa, and
Shiha, manifests the unsettled conditions around
Lydda resulting from the ongoing migrations of
nomadic groups and local manifestations of the
Qays and Yaman rivalry.

Fromabroaderhistoriographical perspective, the
article underlines a key point: the abandonment
of villages did not necessarily result in an
overall demographic decline. Just as the
inhabitants of Jindas were scattered throughout
Palestine’s central hill country, residents of other
abandoned villages relocated, for the most part,
to other regions, expanding and changing their
existing patterns of settlement. In addition, the
lands of these villages were not abandoned, but
continued to be cultivated by other populations.
Thus, the lands of Jindas were cultivated by
the inhabitants of Beit Nabala and Lydda, and
while they became the target of early Zionist
settlement initiatives starting in the late 19th
century, Ottoman reassertion of Jindas’ status
as a waqf estate, forestalled the perquisite land
acquisition initiatives.

Key words: the Arab village; waqf;, local
history; historical geography; Ottoman period
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