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Letter to the Editor

Rebuttal

TO THE EDITOR

Our patient underwent emergent coronary artery
bypass graft (CABG) after suffering a coronary perfora-
tion during percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI)
and subsequently developed two large coronary pseu-
doaneurysms that were treated with a percutaneous
approach using feathered coils.

The incidence of emergency CABG secondary to
perforation has dramatically decreased [1]; however,
the mortality for emergent CABG remains extremely
high approximately five times that of elective cases
[2]. The most suitable approach must be weighed
against comorbid variables including severity of hemo-
dynamic instability, patient symptoms, and degree of
contrast extravasation. In our case, ligation of the prox-
imal vessel would have compromised a moderate
degree of myocardium not supplied by the grafts. In

addition, despite the covered stent, the pseudoaneur-
ysms grew so there was still an entrance site through
which we could obtain access.

Tamer Sallam MD
Jonathan Tobis MD, FSCAI
David Geffen School of Medicine
Department of Medicine
Division of Cardiology
UCLA
Los Angeles, California

REFERENCES

1. Yang EH, Gumina RJ, Lennon RJ, et al. Emergency coronary ar-

tery bypass surgery for percutaneous coronary interventions:

Changes in the incidence, clinical characteristics, and indications

from 1979 to 2003. J Am Coll Cardiol 2005;46:2004–2009.

2. Lazar HL, Jacobs AK, Aldea GS, et al. Factors influencing

mortality after emergency coronary artery bypass grafting for

failed percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty. Ann

Thorac Surg 1997;64:1747–1752.

Conflict of interest: Nothing to report.

Received 11 February 2013; Revision accepted 17 April 2013

DOI: 10.1002/ccd.24971

Published online 3 June 2013 in Wiley Online Library

(wileyonlinelibrary.com).

VC 2013 Wiley Periodicals, Inc.

Catheterization and Cardiovascular Interventions 82:427 (2013)




