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Program Note

Portals for orchestra (2017-18) is loosely inspired by Dante's
Divina Commedia. My composition observes different dimensions
and calls for self-reflection: one realm is volcanic, chaotic, and
filled with demons; another is a vast, arctic midnight desert with
faint flickers of warmth. A recurring chorale idea represents
turning towards and away from the different worlds. At the end of
the work, the final portal is found, which emits incomprehensibly
bright light; a soul slowly rises towards this light.

Daniel Zlatkin



Instrumentation

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

English Horn

2 Clarinets in B-Flat
Bass Clarinet

2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C (straight mutes)
2 Tenor Trombones

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1:
Suspended Cymbal, Tambourine, Anvil, Low Cowbell, Low Woodblock, Low Tomtom, Vibraslap,
Xylophone, Glockenspiel

Percussion 2:
Suspended Cymbal, Low Cowbell, Low Woodblock, Low Tomtom, Low Tamtam, Chimes

Percussion 3:
Switch, Low Tamtam, Bass Drum, Vibraphone

Violin |
Violin Il
Viola

Cello
Contrabass

All grace notes are played before the beat.
C Score

Duration: 10'30"
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