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“Kusirikuykuna” is a work for mixed choir and chamber orchestra. The music is 

inspired by some traditional indigenous dances from Puno (my hometown), plainsong 

and traditional Catholic polyphony.  

In Peru, there are a lot of beautiful religious/liturgical songs in Quechua, but most are 

from the time of the Viceroyalty or the Early Republic. Some of them from composers of 

the “academic” tradition and some of them are “popular” (even borrowing old melodies 

from Inca music). I know some of those songs from my father, who learned them from 

my grandmother.  

The earliest work of vocal polyphony printed in the “New World” was “Hanaq Pachap”, 

a hymn to the Virgin Mary in Quechua (1631). Unfortunately, there is now almost no 

“academic” contemporary music in Quechua. That is the reason why I decided to 

compose this work in this way. 

My father, who was born in a little town in Cusco, did the translation.  

 

 

Kusirikuykuna The Beatitudes Bienaventuranzas 
Kusirikuchun nunanpi 
wakchakuna: paykunapam hanaq 
pachapi  
qapaq-apu kay. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Bienaventurados los pobres en el 
espíritu, porque de ellos es el 
reino de los cielos. 

Kusirikuchun llampu sunqukuna: 
paykunapaqmi kay pacha kanqa. 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth. 

Bienaventurados los mansos, 
porque ellos heredarán la tierra. 

Kusirikuchun waqaqkuna: 
wakinmi sunqunkuta tiyachinqa. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they shall be comforted. 

Bienaventurados los que lloran, 
porque ellos serán consolados. 

Kusirikuchun chaninchay 
maskayninpi yarqayta chakiytapas 
muchuqkuna: paykunaqa 
saksanqakun, chakiynintapas 
tasnunqakun. 

Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they 
shall be satisfied. 

Bienaventurados los que tiene 
hambre y sed de la justicia, porque 
ellos quedarán saciados. 

Kusirikuchun runamasin 
kuyapayaqkuna: paykunaqa 
aypanqakun kuyapayakuyta. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy. 

Bienaventurados los 
misericordiosos, porque ellos 
alcanzarán misericordia. 

Kusirikuchun chuya sunqu 
runakuna: paykunaqa rikunqam 
Taytachata. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God. 

Bienaventurados los limpios de 
corazón, porque ellos verán a Dios. 

Kusirikuchun hawkalla 
kawsaypaq llamkaqkuna: 
paykunaqa Taytachapa churin 
hina riqsisqam kanqaku 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called sons of God. 

Bienaventurados los que trabajan 
por la paz, porque ellos serán 
llamados hijos de Dios. 

Kusirikuchun chanin kuskachay 
maskasqanrayku 
qatikachasqakuna: paykunapam 
hanaq pachapi kusi kawsay. 

Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Bienaventurados los perseguidos 
por causa de la justicia, porque de 
ellos es el reino de los cielos. 

Kusirikuychik kamisqa, 
qatikachasqa, mana chaninmanta 
tumpasqakunapas, ñuqa 
Taytaykichikrayku chaykunata 
muchunkichik chayqa. 
Kusirikuychik, quchurikuychik, 
hanaq pacham ancha hatun aynita 
kutichisunkichik chay allinkuna 
rurasqaykichikmanta. 

Blessed are you when men revile 
you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven. 

Bienaventurados vosotros cuando 
os insulten y os persigan y os 
calumnien de cualquier modo por 
mi causa. Alegraos y regocijaos, 
porque vuestra recompensa será 
grande en el cielo.  
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IV. Kusirikuchun chaninchay maskayninpi yarqayta chakiytapas muchuqkuna
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