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What' s N e w I n Languag e Acquisition ? 

Chairs :  Steve n Pinke r  &  Kennet h Wexler ,  MI T 

Linguisti c tact s tha t  ou r  parent s neve r  taugh t  us .  Stephe n Crain .  Departmen t  o f  Linguistics ,  Universit y 

of  Connecticut .  I  presen t  th e finding s o f  severa l  studie s o f  youn g children' s knowledg e o f  grammatica l 

phenomen a fo r  whic h ther e i s n o con-espondin g inpu t  fro m th e environment .  Th e finding s ar e interprete d 

as suppor t  fo r  th e principle s o f  Universa l  Grammar . 

Featur e Blindness :  A n Inherite d Disorde r  o f  Grammar .  Myrn a Gopnil< ,  Departmen t  o f  Linguistics , 

McGil l  University .  I  discus s a  syndrom e o f  inherite d developmenta l  dysphasi a tha t  selectivel y impair s th e 

productiv e us e o f  morphologica l  features ,  an d tha t  appear s t o b e controlle d b y a  singl e dominan t  gene . 

W hy d o childre n overregularize ? Steve n Pinker ,  Departmen t  o f  Brai n an d Cognitiv e Sciences ,  MIT ; 

Ala n Prince ,  Progra m i n Linguistic s an d Cognitiv e Science ,  Brandei s University ;  Michell e Hollander ,  Joh n 

Kim,  Gar y Marcus ,  Sandee p Prasada ,  Michae l  Ullman ,  Departmen t  o f  Brai n an d Cognitiv e Sciences ,  MIT . 

W hy d o childre n mak e error s lik e breaked ? W h y d o the y ge t  wors e a s the y ge t  older ? Ho w ofte n d o the y 

make them ? W h y d o the y mak e mor e error s wit h som e verb s tha n others ? Whe n d o the y ge t  better ,  an d 

why? W e presen t  ne w dat a o n al l  thes e questions ,  an d discus s thei r  relevanc e t o th e debat e abou t 

rule-base d an d associationis t  theorie s o f  languag e acquisition . 

The Developmen t  o f  Structura l  Relation s i n Chil d Language :  Bindin g an d Type s o f  Movement . 

Kennet h Wexler ,  Departmen t  o f  Brai n an d Cognitiv e Sciences ,  MIT .  Result s ar e presente d o f  experiment s 

whic h sho w youn g children' s knowledg e o f  th e abstrac t  principle s o f  structura l  bindin g an d movement . 

Question s relatin g t o th e learnin g o f  language-specifi c  propertie s an d o f  th e maturatio n o f  linguisti c 

principle s ar e discussed . 
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