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Interpersonal-Telepresenc e a n d Persona l  Identit y 

Philip Zhai (zhai@muhlberg.edu) 

Dept, of Philosophy 
Muhlenber g Colleg e 

Allentown ,  P A 18104 ,  U S A 

Suppos e ther e ar e tw o persons ,  w h o ar e observationail v 

identifie d a s A d a m (A )  an d Bo b (B) ,  an d i n whos e neck s th e firs t 
typ e o f  connectio n i s kep t  intac t  s o eac h circulatio n syste m 
work s a s usual ,  bu t  th e secon d t\p e o f  connectio n i s re-arrange d 
throug h a  wireles s telecommunicatio n mechanis m a s follows . 
A' s informatio n channe l  i n hi s nec k i s cu t  an d thu s disconnected , 
bu t  th e appearanc e o f  th e nec k a s th e connectio n betwee n th e 
hea d an d othe r  part s o f  th e bod y doe s no t  chang e significantly . 
Eac h en d o f  th e cu t  wil l  b e respectivel y connecte d t o a  radi o 
transiTuner-receiver .  Consequently ,  al l  informatio n tha t  shoul d 
originall y g o t o A' s brai n i s n o w intercepte d an d broadcaste d an d 
thu s doe s no t  reac h A' s brain .  B' s nec k ha s undergon e a  simila r 
treatmen t  wit h simila r  radi o devices .  Furthermore ,  A' s brai n wil l 
receiv e informatio n fro m B' s non-hea d par t  o f  bod y plu s th e 
informatio n from  A' s ow n hea d wit h al l  sens e organ s (eyes ,  ears , 
etc. )  a s usual .  B' s brain' s connectio n t o hi s ovv- n hea d an d t o A' s 
bod y i s o f  th e sam e sj-mmetrica l  type .  F ro m th e othe r  direction , 
A' s lower-than-nec k par t  o f  th e bod y receive s c o m m a n d s from 
B' s brain ,  an d B' s from  A's .  Le t  u s cal l  suc h a  setu p betwee n A 
and B  a  "Cross-Communicatio n Situation "  o r  C C S fo r  short .  I n 
suc h a  situation ,  A  an d B  wil l  eac h see ,  wit h th e eye s sendin g 
informatio n t o th e brai n withou t  telecommunication ,  hi s origina l 
bod y connecte d a s before .  Bu t  the y ar e onl y abl e t o fee l  an d 
conU-o l  on e another's ,  instea d o f  one' s own ,  lower-than-nec k 
part s o f  th e body .  O n th e basi s o f  C C S ,  w e ad d a  helmet .  I t  i s 
simila r  t o th e helme t  use d i n th e regula r  virtua l  realit y 
technology ,  jus t  wit h a  mino r  modification .  Le t  th e tw o smal l 
vide o screen s an d tw o earphone s receiv e signal s wirelessl y fro m 
othe r  broadcasters .  Outsid e th e helmet ,  o n th e spot s o f  th e tw o 
eye s ar e mounte d tw o vide o camera s an d o n th e spot s o f  th e tw o 

ears ,  nv o microphones ,  whic h wil l  pic k u p sound s from  outsid e 
and th e person' s voice .  Th e pictur e an d th e sound s the y pic k u p 
wil l  be ,  o f  course ,  broadcaste d fo r  othe r  receivers .  I n addition , 
we nee d t o attac h t o th e helme t  a  speake r  tha t  wil l  b e activate d 
by signal s from  th e othe r  party .  Furthermore ,  th e cross -
communicatio n n o w include s th e informatio n tha t  control s th e 
hea d movemen t  from  on e t o th e other .  I n suc h a  setting ,  w e hav e 
an interpersonal-telepresenc e situatio n betwee n an y broadcaste r 
an d receiver .  I f  suc h a  settin g i s extende d fro m tw o person s t o 
a whol e grou p o f  person s amon g w h o m connection s ca n b e 
freel y switched ,  w e wil l  hav e a  Communi t y o f  Interpersonal -
Telepresence .  I n suc h a  situation ,  eac h person' s self-identit y i s 
alway s unifie d withou t  confusion ,  bu t  ou r  identit y o f  othe r 
person s wil l  becom e fundamentall y ambiguous .  I n thi s paper, 
h o w suc h a  discrepanc y betwee n self-identit y an d mutua l  identit y 

i s  analyzed .  I t  wil l  sho w h o w th e first-perso n perspectiv e canno t 

be reduce d t o th e third-perso n one .  I  wil l  conclud e a s follows : 

The splintere d spatia l  locality-identit y i n C C S ca n b e 

compensate d by ,  withou t  transportatio n o f  an y par t  o f  th e bod y 

acros s a  distance ,  a  simultaneou s cross-communicatio n o f 
sensor y informatio n tha t  result s i n a  re-establishe d unit y o f  self -
perception ;  a s a  shifte d cente r  o f  observin g acts ,  th e self -
identife d perso n alway s maintain s a n unambiguou s unity .  Suc h 
a spac e compensatio n lead s t o th e insigh t  tha t  one' s allege d first-
perso n locality-identit y i s no t  th e sam e a s identifyin g one' s 
personhoo d i n a  localit y i n th e space .  Th e perso n a s self -
identifie d unit y doe s no t  occup y a  positio n i n th e space . 
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