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Breath, Smoke, Crystals
(2018)

solo alto saxophone

John M. Kennedy



Breath, Smoke, Crystals, solo alto saxophone

Breath, Smoke, Crystals explores the process of transformation through musical gestures.
The work begins with air juxtaposed with simple chromatic and microtonal phrases that
transform to gestures of more substance. From these more complex melodic gestures, the
piece begins to explore the act of crystallization with multi-phonic textures. The final
section presents the completion of the process from the simple air and melodic phrases, to
more complex fragments and textures of sound.

Premiere: 18" World Saxophone Congress, July 11, 2018, Zagreb, Croatia
Tong Yang, Beijing, China, soloist



Notation Legend

of5

Blow air through the horn quickly, no pitch

O

With Key Clicks, mouth open

{}_O-
With Key clicks, mouth closed

Key clicks with mouth aperture

While playing key clicks, gradually close then re-open the mouth aperture.
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Tremolo (Shake) key clicks with suggested keys to allow sustain of upper note.

S.T.

Sub tone

Timbre Trill ——

Quick trill between two fingerings of the same note.

_I._
[ ]
-

Slap tongue

Multi-phonics
All multi-phonics are based on the fingerings and pitches from “Les sons multiples aux

saxophones”, by Daniel Kientzy. Alternates are acceptable as long as they approximate the
sound and the melodic contour of the line.

Notation of multi-phonic fingerings include the Kientzy text number (K. 3, K. 12, etc.) for the
alto saxophone Multi-phonic.
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Eb Alto Saxophone
Breath, Smoke, Crystals

for Tong Yang, Beijing, China

John M. Kennedy (2018)
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