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Powers of Eight: UP!

pseudonym: Columbus

duration: 10’ 30”

Instrumentation:

• flute

• soprano and bass clarinet (1 performer)

• vibraphone

• piano

• 2 violins

• viola

• violoncello

The title “Powers of Eight” refers to the film “Powers of Ten” (directed
by Charles and Ray Eames) which demonstrates size on di↵erent orders of
magnitude by zooming upward from Earth to the edge of the universe and
then inward through a person’s skin, to the subatomic particles inside. The
number eight is both a reference to the size of the ensemble (an octet) and
the notion of playing “eight to bar,” a reference to swing rhythms.

Both works in the “Powers of Eight” series use the same pitch series,
which like our universe and our DNA, is self-similar in many ways (meaning
it contains copies of itself or similar structures at various sizes), and they
explore the character of this pitch series in a “third stream” jazz style inspired
by Bob Graettinger/Stan Kenton, GIl Evans/Miles Davis, and Dave Brubeck.

In “UP!” we experience the pitch series at its living surface, with organic
ornamentations and variations, and steadily ascend to greater levels of com-
plexity and intensity, all in an upbeat composition for chamber ensemble.
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Duration: 10' 30" Columbus
Powers of Eight: UP!
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*Cool jazz swing: play eighth notes even in time, with a dynamic stress on all upbeats
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