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duration ca. 10 min.

“At the Mountains of Madness” is a novella written by H.P. Lovecraft in 
1931. The original story, which is in the public domain, can be accessed 
through several sources including wikisource.org. This piece represents 
the story beginning at Chapter 5 and continuing through until the end. 

The composer strongly suggests that any performers of this work should 
read the H.P. Lovecraft novella prior to performance.

Program Notes

At the Mountains of Madness is a musical interpretation of the H.P. Lovecraft novella of the same 
title. It depicts the ruins of an ancient alien civilization, the Old Ones, discovered in Antarctica 

by a group of university scientists. The deserted city is incredibly vast and built entirely of 
large, cyclopean structures. As they explore further, they find detailed sculptures and bas-

reliefs depicting the history of the Old Ones, their arrival to Earth, and their eventual demise. 
When they reach the depths of the city, they encounter a remaining Shoggoth, a terrifying 

monster created by the Old Ones, which chases them out of the city and back to their airplane. 
As they fly away fleeing for their lives, one of the explorers witnesses a final terror out of the 

plane window which is so horrifying, it drives him insane. 
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