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Native American Studies: Where We 
Are, Where We’re Headed

Jace Weaver

[Editor’s note: Jace Weaver’s talk can be viewed by passing your smart-phone camera over the QR code 
above (see instructions in the preface) or by going to http://bit.ly/jaceweaver. His biography appears 
below.]

Jace weaver is the Franklin Professor of Native American Studies and the
director of the Institute of Native American Studies at the University of 

Georgia. He was born and raised in Oklahoma. He possesses two doctorates, a 
J.D. from Columbia Law School and a Ph.D. in religion from Union Theological
Seminary (affiliated with Columbia University). Long a leader in Native
American Studies, he is a founder of the Native American and Indigenous
Studies Association. He is on the editorial boards of American Indian Culture
and Research Journal and several other journals, including American Indian
Quarterly, Studies in American Indian Literatures, the Canadian Journal of Native
Studies, and the Journal of the American Academy of Religion. He has been a
leader in arguing for Native American studies as a discipline. His own work is
highly interdisciplinary, focusing primarily in law, cultures, and literature. He
is the author or editor of more than ten books, including Then to the Rock Let
Me Fly: Luther Bohanon and Judicial Activism, Defending Mother Earth: Native
American Perspectives on Environmental Justice (ed.), That the People Might Live:
Native American Literatures and Native American Community, Native American
Religious Identity: Unforgotten Gods (ed.), American Journey: The Native
American Experience (ed.), Other Words: American Indian Literature, Law, and
Culture, Turtle Goes to War: Of Military Commissions, the Constitution, and
American Indian Memory, The Cherokee Night and Other Plays by Lynn Riggs
(ed.), American Indian Literary Nationalism (with Craig Womack and Robert
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Warrior), Red Clay, 1835: Cherokee Removal and the Meaning of Sovereignty 
(with Laura Adams Weaver), and Notes from a Miner’s Canary: Essays on the 
State of Native America. His latest book, forthcoming from the University of 
North Carolina Press, is The Red Atlantic: American Indigenes and Transoceanic 
Cultural Exchange, 1000–1927. He is also working on a volume drawn from 
a conference on that subject at the University of Georgia, Exploring the Red 
Atlantic (co-edited with Coll Thrush). In addition to Georgia, Weaver has taught 
at Yale University, Columbia University, Beijing Foreign Studies University, 
Northeast Normal University, Xiamen University, and Sichuan University. He 
lectures widely on Native American Studies throughout the United States and 
Canada and has spoken at institutions around the world, including in China, 
Denmark, France, Great Britain, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, the 
Philippines, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and Vietnam. He works 
as a consultant to the Cherokee Nation and the Cherokee National Historical 
Society. He splits his time between Georgia and Oklahoma.




