
UC Office of the President
Presentation Grants

Title
Tracing Culture through a Historic Building: Malonga Casquelourd Center for the Arts, Oakland

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/0zw526h7

Author
Chau, Selena

Publication Date
2024-02-21

Copyright Information
This work is made available under the terms of a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial License, available at 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/0zw526h7
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


Tracing Culture through a Historic Building:
Malonga Casquelourd Center for the Arts, 
Oakland

Selena Chau, UC Santa Barbara SWPACA 02/21/2024
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● Seven story, women-
financed club building

● Moose Lodge

● Oakland Metropolitan Ballet

● Oakland Ensemble Theatre

● City-owned, Oakland 
landmark building housing 
the Malonga Arts Collective



Excerpt from the award-winning feature documentary film, Alice Street (2020)
https://www.youtube.com/embed/1lJRPZLuY9c?start=29&end=48&loop=0

https://www.youtube.com/embed/1lJRPZLuY9c?start=29&end=48&loop=0


Oakland Tribune
Sunday, September 1928

Women as shareholders, 
civil servants, and 
sophisticated, social 
organizers



L: From The Portal by Bebe H. Patten, 1946. R: Foyer. From The Magazine of the Women’s City Club, 1928.



Postcard circa 
1936, no 
copyright 
notice



1928 Building Directory

Ground Floor
- Bowling Alley, Gymnasium, Swimming Pool, 

practice golf net

First Floor
- Auditorium & ticket office, Men’s waiting 

room, stores

Second Floor & 2nd floor mezzanine
- Dining & ballroom, candy counter, Gold 

room, Italian room, Kitchen, art gallery, 
assembly room

Third Floor - exclusive club use
- Card room, club lounge, library, sun parlor, 

tennis court, telephone booths

Floors 4-6: Bedrooms



“Moose Gathering for Convention 
1923. He's There Pick him Out."
California State Library
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.co
m/permalink/01CSL_INST/hbrh2
d/alma990013816330205115

https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01CSL_INST/hbrh2d/alma990013816330205115
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01CSL_INST/hbrh2d/alma990013816330205115
https://csl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01CSL_INST/hbrh2d/alma990013816330205115


Courtesy of Lisa 
Abshere, Goleta 
School of Ballet



Courtesy of Lisa Abshere, Goleta School of Ballet



Oakland 
Metropolitan Ballet 
Company

Oakland Metropolitan Ballet Company 
collection, [ca. 1966-ongoing], Museum 
of Performance + Design 



L: Courtesy of Lisa Abshere, Goleta School of Ballet
R: Oakland History Room



Oakland Metropolitan Ballet Company collection, [ca. 
1966- ongoing], Museum of Performance + Design 



Oakland Metropolitan 
Ballet Company 
collection, [ca. 1966-
ongoing], Museum of 
Performance + Design 



Oakland 
Metropolitan 
Ballet rehearses 
The Nutcracker
(1970).
https://diva.sfsu.
edu/collections/
sfbatv/bundles/
239582

Pictured: Jeffrey 
Hughes and Leslie 
Cook.

The Bay Area TV 
Archive.

https://diva.sfsu.edu/collections/sfbatv/bundles/239582
https://diva.sfsu.edu/collections/sfbatv/bundles/239582
https://diva.sfsu.edu/collections/sfbatv/bundles/239582
https://diva.sfsu.edu/collections/sfbatv/bundles/239582
https://diva.sfsu.edu/collections/sfbatv/bundles/239582
https://diva.sfsu.edu/collections/sfbatv/bundles/239582
https://diva.sfsu.edu/collections/sfbatv/bundles/239582
https://diva.sfsu.edu/collections/sfbatv/bundles/239582


The Great Migration of African 
Americans to the Bay Area: From 
the Bayou to the Bay
Dan Kopf, February 2020



Oakland 
Ensemble 
Theatre company 
photo circa 
1974. Courtesy 
of Binga



OET Program.  Rhonda White-Warner papers, African 
American Museum & Library at Oakland. 



L: Jan Blythe in “And Still I Rise.” People’s World 39, no. 32 (1976) 
R: OET program. Maya Angelou Film and Theater Collection (MS597), Z. Smith Reynolds Library 
Special Collections and Archives, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC, USA.



Design sketch for the Alice Arts Center facade
Beverly Willis Architectural Collection, 1954-
1999, (MS 92-019 WILLIS), Special Collections 
and University Archives, University Libraries, 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University.



Design sketch for the Alice Arts 
Center theater
Beverly Willis Architectural 
Collection, 1954-1999, (MS 92-
019 WILLIS), Special Collections 
and University Archives, University 
Libraries, Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University.



Oakland 
Ensemble 
Theatre

Photo by Victoria Kirby, PR manager for 
OET.  Rhonda White-Warner papers, 
African American Museum & Library at 
Oakland. 



1985 - After staging productions in temporary locations, Oakland Ensemble 
Theatre moved into the Alice Arts Center



Photo: Fred Speiser. 
1992 OET Newsletter, 
Oakland History 
Center





L: Photo of the original Women’s City Club building entrance. The Magazine of the Women’s City Club 2, no. 1 
(1928), p. 32.
R: Dancers practice the Haitian Yanvalou. Photo courtesy of Jun Stinson.



Still images from the award-winning feature 
documentary film, Alice Street (2020)



From Women’s City Club (1928)  to Malonga Casquelourd Center for the Arts 
(current)



Historic Building 
Research Resources



Public Records Used

Alameda County Assessor’s Office
- Search address variations and parcel number in government records

Ownership traced through the Alameda County Clerk-Recorder's Office
- Lease and Deed records

California Secretary of State
- Creation or dissolution of businesses





University of California Resources Used

● The California Digital Newspaper Collection, a project of the 
Center for Bibliographical Studies and Research (CBSR) at the 
University of California, Riverside.

● Ancestry Library Edition (licensed)
● ProQuest Historical Newspapers Database (licensed)
● 1972 UC Berkeley dissertation on Black theatres in the San 

Francisco Bay Area and in the Los Angeles Area

https://cbsr.ucr.edu/CDNC
https://cbsr.ucr.edu/
https://www.ucr.edu/


Special Thanks
Betty Marvin, Historic Preservation 
Planner at the City of Oakland

Librarians Association of the University 
of California for financial support of this 
research

Cynthia McCarthy, Kristen LaBonte, 
Marisol Ramos, Natalee Bell, and Angela 
Chikowero for feedback 

● African American Museum and Library at Oakland
● Bay Area TV Archive (San Francisco State Univ)
● Bingwa (Cecil Thomas)
● Lisa Abshere, Goleta School of Ballet
● Museum of Performance and Design
● Oakland History Center
● Stanford Libraries Special Collections
● UC Berkeley Bancroft Library
● UCSB Special Research Collections
● Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 

Special Collections and University Archives
● Wake Forest University Z. Smith Reynolds Library 

Special Collections and Archives



Thank you!
selenachau@ucsb.edu




