
Musashi  

James Brady (2019)  

Composers’ Note  

Musashi is a virtuoso showcase piece for one performer and tape. The tape part is 
not represented in the score.  

The performer should set up with the Marimba and Vibraphone at approximately 
90 degrees, with the vibraphone to the left of the Marimba. The woodblock should 
be mounted and placed wherever convenient.  

The piece is inspired by the Japanese epic novel of the same name by Eiji 
Yoshikawa, first published in interwar Japan. This fictionalised account of the life of 
a historical samurai depicts his exceptional devotion to mastering the art of 
swordsmanship, which results in him becoming a renowned and innovative 
practitioner. The technical challenge of this piece is designed to inspire similar 
dedication on the part of the young performer for whom it was composed.  

 

 
 
Musashi by James Brady is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 
 
Permissions beyond the scope of this license may be available at 
https://www.jamesbradymusic.com/contact. 
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collection. 
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