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ANTHRO

Introduction

The twenty-seven articles which are reprinted here all contain
useful information, but the newspapers or Jeurnals in which they originally appeared are difficult for most persons to secure. It has, therefore, been thought worth the effort to make them more easily available.
The original source is indicated for each article. Where
text has been omitted this is indicated in the source reference. Illustrations which would not reproduce well or are considered not useful
have been omitted without this being ind%cated.

Robert F. Heizer
Center for Advanced Study
in the Behavioral Sciences,
Stanford, 1972-73
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INDIAN NAMES IN THE TAMALPAIS

REGION*

C. Hart Merriam
The tribe of Indians formerly inhabiting the Tamalpais region called
themselves Hoo'-koo-e'-ko. Their territory extended from the Golden Gate northerly to Valley Ford Creek, and from Point Reyes Peninsula easterly to the Petaluma marshes and San Pablo Bay, thus coinciding almost exactly with the boundaries of the present County of Marnn.
It is of interest historically that of the numerous tribes of California, this was the first to be discovered by Europeans, for in the summer of
1579 Sir Francis Drake when overhauling his vessels in the broad bay that now
bears his name, on the south s'ide of Pt. Reyes Peninsula, spent several weeks
in their country, and had much to say of their friendliness and singular customs.
Mount Tamalpais and the series of beautiful valleys by which it is
surrounded, from Olema and the long fiord-like Tomales Bay on the west to San
Rafael on the east, including Nicasio, Laguinitas, San Geronimo, Fairfax, and
San Rafael valleys, all lie within the territory of the Hoo'-koo-e'-ko, were
taken from the vocabulary of this tribe. Among these are Tamalpais, from
Tam'-mal the bay country, and pi'-es a mountain-Tam'-mal-pi-es or Tam-mal-pi's,
being their own name for the mountain; Tamales Bay, which they called Tam-mal
le-wah-le-wah, salt water; Point Reyes, which they called Tammalhoo-yah-hooyah
a point or projection; Tamales Point, called Kal-loo'-pe tam-mal in reference
to the shape of the point, which from its length and slenderness suggests the
bill of a hummingbird (Kal-loo'-pis). The people on Tamales Bay they called
Tam-mal'-ko-ko meaning people. Olema and Olompale are place names still in
use--the latter originally an Indian village on the west side of Petaluma
marshes, now perpetuated for a district and schoolhouse; Marin County, as
well known, was named for Marin, a great chief of the Hoo-koo-e-ko tribe,
while Novato and Nicasio were names of other chiefs--though Nicasio is Spanish,
not Indian.

Other geographic or place names in the native language of the Hoo-koo-ko, but which have not been perpetuated on our maps are: Etch'-a-tam'-mal,
Nicasio Valley; Etch-a-tam'-mal chawk, Nicasio Creek; Oo'-troo-mi'-ah, vicinity
Of present town of Tomales; 0-la'-mah lo'-kah, Olema Valley; Wah-kah-te,
Petaluma Creek; Ah-wan-we, San Rafael; Wal-lo ma-la-kum, San Francisco Bay;
Sah-tah-ko, San Geronimo Valley; Lo-was, Ross Valley; Sho-tum-ko, Gallinas Creek
Valley; Cho-ketch-ah, Novato, Le-wan-hel-o-wah, coast at or near Sausalito.
e

*

California Out-of-Doors, April, 1916, p. 118.
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Names of Animals
Bear - Koo'-leh
Coon - Hoo-ma'-ka
Bob-cat - To-lo'-mah
Gray fox - Ah-wah'-ke
Coyote - O'-yeh
Deer - +(a'-sum
Gray squirrel - Sam'-kow'
Wood rat - Yu'-loo
Brush rabbit - No'-meh
Jack rabbit - Owl'-yeh

Sparrow hawk - He-le'-lek
Great horned owl - Too-koo-lis
Crow - Ah'-wetch
Blue jay (without crest) Si'-etch
Valley quail - Hek-ek'-ki
Rattlesnake - Oo-koo'-lis
Common lizard - Pet-tan-yah
Frog - Ko-to'-lah

rrees and Other Plants

Redwood - Cho'-la
Tanbark - Kah-tah'-me
Douglas fir - Hoo-toos'
Madrone - Kah-kas
Live oak - Sah'-tah
Buckeye - Ah'-te
Black oak - Ko'-tis
Poison oak - E'-tum
Brake fern or bracken - Oo'-tuk
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THE LAST WILD TRIBE OF CALIFORNIA

T. T. Waterman

In the fall of 1908 some attention was aroused in the press

by a story to the effect that hunters had encountered in the state of
California a tribe of Indians who were still in the stone age. The idea
of a "wild" tribe in a thickly settled region like California was so novel
that it served to awaken a very wide interest. The Indians themselves,
however, had meanwhile vanished. Some three years later an individual
who had all the appearance of belonging to this group was apprehended in
northern California. He was put in jail, and a few days later turned over
to the university. Since then he has been received everywhere as the last
survivor of his tribe. The whole series of incidents deserves some explanation. I think it ought to be said at the outset that the story as
given in the papers of that period is quite true. The individual captured
in 1911 was a surviving member of a stone-age tribe. He is still alive
and well at the university; and he has given from time to time extremely
interesting accounts of the history of his people.
I should like to explain first of all the rather unusual career
of this tribe, and how they happened to remain "wild." The occupation of
California by the whites is usually pictured as a peaceful transaction.
We hear little of Indian wars in connection with this state. The California tribes pursued, as it happened, a more or less settled mode of life.
Being non-migratory, they were peculiarly open to attack and reprisal for
any resistance they could have offered to the white invasion. The influx
of whites moreover was on the whQle so sudden and overwhelming that those
Indian disturbances which did occur were soon forgotten. It is quite possible that if California had been settled one family at a time as New
England was, "massacres" and "wars" would have occurred that would have
rung down the ages like the wars waged by the Indians on the Colonies. If
there had been a long course of conflicts, our California tribes might
have developed a name for ferocity like that enjoyed by the Mohawk, or
the Apache. As a matter of fact, the white occupation here was accomplished
by violence and bloodshed, and through armed conflict with the natives far
and wide. The U. S. Army records show almost as many movements of troops
against the Indians as occurred in any other area of the same extent. The
whole period of "occupation" was so short, however, that Indian troubles
for the most part were soon things of the past.

So much for the general situation in California.

In the wild

and rugged part of the state, Indian resistance lasted for a long time.

One such area was west of the Sacramento in the Siskiyou region, along
the upper waters of the Trinity and Eel rivers. "Bad" Indians used to
frequent the wilds in this part of the state long after the tribal organizations had broken down.

*

Such Indians caused some little trouble to enter-

Popular Science Monthly, March, 1915, pp. 233-244.
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prising settlers in the hills. A region where the Indian opposition was
still more spirited and where Indian disturbances dragged out still longer
was in northeastern California. Here the Pitt River Indians, and later
the Modocs, put up a number of very spirited contests before knuckling
under. The whites, on the whole) were very bitter towards "wild" Indians,

even when harmless, and blamed them for everything, from the occurrence of
freshets to the presence of potato-bugs.
It must of course be recognized that the occupation of California
by the whites was inevitable. The Indians had to be dispossessed to make
room for the new order. The white occupation, however, was not only inevitable, it was relentless. The methods used are not a thing of which
we can be proud. The whites, for example, introduced into California,
where it was unknown prior to their coming, the practise of scalping. It
was very much the fashion in the early days for white settlers and miners
to carry on Indian wars individually and informally. The line between
their actions and plain murder is rather hard to draw. Many of the white
loafers and irresponsibles that "bummed" around the frontier settlements
used to preach openly a doctrine of "exterminating" the Indians. A very
considerable proportion of our "Indian fighters" in this state deserved,
in strict justice, to be hung. It may throw some light in general on the
nature and methods of these "wars" to state that there existed in California,
long after the close of the civil war, a lively traffic in Indian slaves.
White administration of Indian affairs in the more easterly states impresses
one most by its hopeless stupidity. The history of whites and Indians in
California impresses one rather with a sense of the white man's ruthlessness.

The Yahi Tribe
In the northeastern part of the Sacramento vnlley there lived a
nation of Indians who were early driven into a vigorous hostility to the
whites. They had already, from their friction with other tribes, developed
some adeptness in raiding and thieving, and in a sort of guerilla warfare.
Their northern branch, the so-called Nozi, after a time capitulated, and
became hangers-on of civilization. The southern branch of the stock, calling themselves simply Yahi, or "people," and inhabiting a stretch of
country immediately-east of the Sacramento, kept the whites in a state
of uncertainty for a considerably longer time. There is one relatively
small region in particular which came to be specially identified with
this small group of Indians. That is the country immediately about Mill
Creek. East of the Sacramento, along the waters of Antelope Creek, Mill
Creek, Dry Creek, Deer Creek and Butte Creek, the country is covered with
a cap of lava. The original source of this lava was, I believe, the mountain
which has recently been attracting so much attention to itself -- Lassen
Butte. The elevation of the region frequented by hostile Indians is not
great (it all lies below the level of the pine forest) but the streams
have cut in the lava a large number of rough canons and gullies. Near as
it is to the level valley, the country is extremely rugged. Cliffs, crags,
and sudden promontories are frequent, and there are great numbers of caves.
While the settlement and cultivation of the valley has gone forward very
rapidly, this region in the foothills has remained almost untouched. To-day
this "lava" country is the resort of animals (and to a certain extent, of
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plants) which are becoming extinct elsewhere. In this small region in
north central California the Yahi made a determined stand against civilization.
In the course of their life in these canons they developed an
intense hatred and fear of the whites. They came to be hunted very much
like wild animals. Accordingly they developed peculiar habits of visiting
the valley in sudden forays, escaping instantly to the hills afterwards.
These sudden visitations, often resulting in the loss of life as well as
property, were a genuine bugbear to homesteaders. On the other hand, the
Indians were on their part often harried by famine. Pressure from the
whites prevented them from making full use of the natural foods the country
afforded. Even acorn-gathering was for them a dangerous pursuit, since it
gave opportunity for white attack. Their natural means of subsistence
therefore seem to have been almost entirely cut off. An idea of their
desperation may be gathered from the fact that on at least one occasion
when they attacked the whites and were chased, their plunder consisted of
a mule-load of vegetables. In other words, they took the field and risked
their lives for the sake of a few squashes and some ears of corn.
It has always been supposed that remnants of several tribes made
up these Mill Creek renegades. From what we have recently learned, it
seems very unlikely that there was more than one tribe involved. In the
first place, the only member of this hostile group who has ever been
questioned, expresses the liveliest dislike of all other tribes. He seems,
and always has seemed, more ready to make friends with the whites themselves, than with the neighboring groups of Indians. In the second place,
all the other Indian tribes of the region profess the liveliest horror of
the Yahi. This awe extends even to the country to-day which the Yahi
frequented. Even the Yahi and the Nozi, though they spoke dialects of one
language (the so-called Yana) express the most unrelenting hostility for
each other. In other words, the Indians who lurked about in the Mill
Creek hills for several decades after the settlement of the valley, were
probably the remnant of a comparatively pure group, since there was little
likelihood of intermixture.

The Mill Creek "War"
Between the years 1850 and 1865 this group was more or less under

observation by the government. Rumors of battle, murder and sudden death
came frequently from this region to the central authorities in San Francisco
and Sacramento. On one or two occasions attempts were made by the War Department to apply the universal remedy for Indian troubles -- removal to a
reservation. Details concerning the movement of troops and some very
heaLed correspondence relative to this tribe may be found in the government records (War Records, Volume 50). The names of some very distinguished
Californians appear in this connection. I recall especially Governor Stanford, and General Albert Sydney Johnston. The only book I know of which
deals exclusively with events in the Yahi region is a small but vivid
volume written by R. A. Anderson, an actor in the events, and sometime
sheriff of Butte County ("Fighting the Mill Creeks," Chico, Cal., 1909).
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This little work checks up with the records of the War Department. The
"war" with this small tribe seems to be quite overlooked in the histories
of California. There is no mention of it in either Bancroft or Hittell.
The reason probably is that it was very much like what had happened, or
was happening, on a larger scale elsewhere. The War Department correspondence is quite full for the period covered.

The end of the Mill Creek "war" was unusual and to some extent
tragic. A party of armed whites, acting without other authority than resentment and an inborn savagery, surprised the tribe on the upper waters
of Mill Creek in 1865. Their effort apparently was to wipe out this
Indian group on the spot. On the admission of men who took part in the
action, fire was opened on the defenceless Indians in the early morning,
and an uncertain number of them, men, women and children, shot down. A
few, not more than three or four, perhaps, escaped into the brush and got
clear. The Mill Creek tribe as a tribe disappeared from history at this
time. With one or two possible exceptions, nothing was seen of it again
for over thirty-five years.

Hidden Life of the Survivors
The survivors who escaped these executive measures of 1865 were
too few in number to resume their old mode of life. They were, on the
other hand, so small a party that they succeeded in hiding away. Little
by little they emerged from their hiding places and took up again the
procuring of food by hunting and fishing. They did not, however, allow
themselves to be seen. They undoubtedly expected annihilation to follow
on discovery, and probably there was sound judgment behind this belief.
The almost entire absence of information concerning them proves that they
took to the wildest places, and stayed there. All that we positively know
about them is that they disappeared in 1865, but were still alive in 1908.
Under the circumstances, they must have remained "primitive." Only the
primitive mode of life was open to them. They were primitive when they
went into retirement, and it was their salvation. When seen again in
1908 they still used the bow and arrow and other aboriginal appliances,
and were absolutely unfamiliar with the usages of civilization. Their
avoidance of observation of any kind left them as isolated as if they
had been literally on another continent.
Our information concerning them during this period is very
The existence of "wild" Indians in this part of the world was
known, or at least believed in, in many quarters, in spite of definite
information. Thus Stephen Powers in his classical "Tribes of California"
(U. S. Department of the Interior, Contributions to North American Ethnology, Vol. 3) says, without giving names, that five of this tribe, two men,
two women, and a boy, were seen in 1870. This group gave from time to
time further proof of their existence by their habit of secretly taking
food from distant and lonely mountain cabins. It is a settled fact, that
this fugitive remnant of a tribe did fairly well with their primitive mode
of life, except in the late winter and early spring. By that time their
stores were usually exhausted and the salmon had not yet begun to run in

scanty.
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the streams. Their fear of the whites forbade any change of home or
habitation in search of food. The only course possible, aside from quiet
starvation, was to seek out some white man's cabin somewhere in the hills,
help themselves to food as quickly as possible, and carry it back to
their lurking places. This they seem to have done on several occasions
almost every yeare To this we probably owe the fact that the group managed
to remain alive. This robbing of cabins could not, of course, pass unnoticed. Such cabins as exist in these hills are mere temporary shelters,
utilized by wandering hunters and stockmen. Any passer-by, according to
the custom of the country, is at liberty to invite himself into a cabin
if he happens to find one that is in use at all, and is supposed to give
himself full rights and privileges, including the use of all solids and
liquids. This is a sort of informal hospitality which prevails universally.
The Indians, when compelled to risk discovery in visiting a cabin, took as
much food as they possibly could, to lessen the chances of having to make
another trip, and ran away. They usually made a systematic collection of
everything eatable, down to the last scrap, and carried it off. While the
mountaineer has liberal notions of hospitality, they do not extend to this.
The visits of the Indians were bitterly resented. They left their unwilling
host in most cases, on his return, no resource but to walk back to civilization, empty within and without.

Such food-gathering expeditions were conducted with true Indian

slyness. In spite of the fact that such "robberies" were fairly frequent,
and extended over a period Qf thirty years, the Indians were never seen.
Not only that, but no one ever found so much as a track or footprint.
Often the only trace the Indians left of their presence was a total disappearance of everything edible.

On one occasion a white mother returned to

her homestead from berry-picking with two small children, to find nothing
in her larder but two cold boiled potatoes. On another occasion, two
mountaineers, who left in their camp two months' provisions, found on
their return only part of a sack of barley. On other occasions the Indians
took from camps even the barley that was intended for horse feed. Many of
these robberies might have been blamed to white men, except for the fact
that stuff was taken which a white man would not bother with; for example,
the barley just mentioned. While useless to a white, it was readily usable

by starving Indians who were accustomed to making food out of acorns and
grass seeds, and had at hand their primitive devices for.milling such
things. On the other hand, the small quantities of canned stuff found
in the cabins and camps were never touched. The Indians seemed to have a
peculiar fear of it, perhaps from one or two unfortunate experiences,
with canned goods that had spoiled. On at least one occasion there was
ta'ken from a cabin a small quantity of flour conspicuously labelled
Poisoned. No white man would have taken chances with this flour, however
huntgry.

More than once on such expeditions the Indians were perilously
near exposure. Once an excited white man, with a repeating rifle and
dogs, trailed them so closely that in crossing a stream they dropped a
piece of headgear in their hurry. This headdress, fearfully and wonderfully wrought out of scraps of a dozen different fabrics, is now in our
Museum. At the time of this escape the Indians were not seen, though where
they had forded the stream the rocks were still wet.
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Mere chance on several occasions nearly resulted in discovery
for them. A hunter one time, passing along in the winter, noticed a low
smoke rising out of a snow-covered thicket across a stream where he knew
that no white man would have been. Later on, after the final emergence
of the tribe from their obscurity, we found the remains of one of their
encampments in this very thicket.
Such is the only actual evidence we have of the life of this
tribe for over a generation. The most important change within that
period is a shift in their habitat. After the massacre of '65 they lived
at various places up and down the stream known as Mill Creek, robbing
cabins when driven by famine. After 1885 however no more cabins were
robbed along this stream. The Indians were evidently driven out by the
increasing degree of settlement. The next stream to the south is known
as Deer Creek. The gorge through which this stream passes is rugged and
wild in the extreme. It is in fact one of the most picturesque ca"nons
in California. The wildest part of the canon of Deer Creek was their last
home.

Below the mouth of a side branch known as Sulphur Creek, the
cliffs which hem in the main stream open out into a fairly wide valley.
Between the base of the cliffs on the south side and the stream itself,
is a long slope composed of lava detritus. This slope consists of rocks
piled up in tremendous confusion, traversed with deep gullies, and overgrown with a perfect mat of scrub oak. The brush is so thick that it is
practically impenetrable. Even sheep and cattle avoid the place. I doubt
if such animals could make their way through it. Two or three miles
through this thicket is a good day's work for a man. Here the Yahi tribe,
or its remnant, found a final refuge. In one edge of this jungle, on a
shoulder overlooking the stream, under some pepperwoods or laurel, they
built some tiny lodges. To this locality and little village they gave
the name of Bear's Hiding Place. The mountains and plateaus hereabout are
useless for cultivation. The lava cliffs contain no metals. The country
is quite unfrequented except for cattlemen and cowboys, who come at certain
times of the year and "round up" their stock. Since the live stock never
penetrated the jungle where the Indians lived, the stockmen also avoided
it. Here for over twenty years the Indians lurked in peace.

They do not seem to have lived here exclusively. As far as we
can gather at the present time, they ranged in the summer as far east as
Mount Lassen. On the upper slopes of this tremendous peak they found
plenty of game, and no one to disturb them. When it grew cold they returned to the foothills and passed the winter at Bear's Hiding Place.
Near the lodges there is to be found a circular pit some three or four
feet deep. This pit they were accustomed to pack full of snow. The melting of this snow gave them a supply of water and saved them the trouble
and risk of going down to the creek, some five hundred feet below.
The village site has now been visited by a number of people,
scientific and otherwise. I tfiink they will all agree that the placing
of the lodges was the work of people who were not only desperately anxious
to hide themselves, but who knew thoroughly well how to do it. The houses
-8-

were built where they were invisible from the cliffs on either side. The
Indians passed down to the creek, which was very important to them on
account of the fish in it, under the shelter of a growth of laurel. Thus
they could move about and stil remain hidden. Moreover, they avoided
making visible trails, especially near the water. The little path that
leads down from the lodges under and through the thicket, ramifies and
disappears as it approaches the stream. In other words, they went down by
different ways, to avoid making one conspicuous pathway. In making the
needful paths through the brush, they bent aside the necessary twigs. Cutting or breaking them would have made the path much more conspicuous. I
doubt if an observer on the cliff would ever have seen the Indians if he
had been looking directly down upon them. Altogether, the place and its
selection showed considerable evidence of craft, and to the wandering
hunter or rider on the mountains round about, the locality would have
looked always like a genuine bear's hiding place, for all the evidence of
human habitation to be seen.

The Breaking Up of the Hidden Villagre
Such was the life of this group until the year 1908. At that
time a party of surveyors, on engineering business, happened by mere luck
to encounter them. One evening a naked savage was suddenly observed,
standing on a rock by the stream side, armed with a long spear. This resulted, from all accounts, in the equal alarm of all parties. The next
morning, those members of the party who had not run all the way to camp,
went down to the place, cast about in the brush, and finally came upon
the Indian lodges. Two Indians, running for their lives, were actually
seen -- one of them an old man, helped along by a middle-aged woman.
This fleeting glimpse is all that we know of these individuals. They have
never been seen againr. Their actual fate is still unknown. In camp was
found, under some blankets, a partially paralyzed old woman, frightened
nearly to death, unable to move. The whites did what they could for this
old person, then helped themselves, mainly in a spirit of curiousity, to
the contents of the camp -- bows, arrows, skin blankets -- and after prying
about, went back to camp for dinner. When they returned next day the old
woman was gone.
Such was the tragic end of the last
Except for one individual, our account closes
tribe who were seen at this time seem to have
and exposure, without ever returning to their

remnant of the Yahi tribe.
here. The members of the
perished from cold, hunger,

camp.

Nearly three years later, in August, 1911, at a slaughter-house

four miles from Oroville, eighty miles away, one morning there suddenly

appeared from nowhere a naked Indian. His only garment was an old castoff
undershirt. He was thin, hungry, greatly worn, and of most unusual appearance. The people in charge of the premises telephoned to the sheriff
and reported with some excitement the presence of a "wild man." No one,
Indian or white, could make him understand a word. The sheriff of Butte
County came out, took the wild man in charge and gave him, as the most
available lodging, the insane cell of the jail. When the news reached the
-
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university, the appearance of this strange Indian was at once connected
with the Yahi tribe of Deer Creek, in which the department of anthropology
had long been interested. It fell to the lot of the present writer to
Journey to Oroville to identify him. Our only resource was to "try him
out" with a vocabulary in the Nozi dialect, since there was no material
in existence in what was thought to be his own proper language. The first
impression received of the wild Indian was the sight of him, draped in a
canvas apron they had hurridly put on him at the slaughter-house, sitting
on the edge of a cot in his cell, still uncertain of his fate, and answering ulisi ("[I don't] understand") to all the questions that were being
fired at him in English, Spanish, and half a dozen Indian languages, by
visitors. The present writer's amateur attempts at Yana were equally
unintelligible to him for a long time. An agreement was finally reached,
however, on the word for the material of which his cot was made, si'win'i,
or yellow pine. His face lightened up at this word, though he evidently
could hardly trust his senses. These were probably the first intelligible
sounds he had heard from a human being in three years.
Since those days he has become a regular member of the Museum
staff. He has revisited Deer Creek ca'non in our company, and there is not
a foot of the country he does not know. There is not the slightest doubt
that it has been his home. He led the party to the old lodges in the
jungle at Bear's Hiding Place, he communicated scores of place-names up
and down the stream for miles, and even led the way over to his old lurking
places on Mill Creek, some distance to the north. In other words, he has
told us all he could, in a general way, about the tribe. He has, however,
been curiously backward in telling the intimate history of his own immediate
group. He has gone so far as to say that the middle-aged woman who was seen
was his sister, that the very old woman was his mother, that the old man,
however, was not his father. In general he speaks of them with reluctance.
His reasons for this are not at all mysterious. These people are dead,
and to the Indian that is ample cause for avoiding all mention of them.
In the first place, if, in the world of spirits, they hear their names
being mentioned, they may take it (horror of horrors!) for a summons.
Hence to taboo their names or any conversation about them is mere commonplace caution. Moreover, to speak of them and their life makes the survivor
sad. At worst, to mention the dead is dreadful; at best, it is a serious
disrespect. For all of these reasons our surviving tribesman avoids talking of his own personal history. It is all mixed up with that of these
other, deceased persons. It is impossible to discuss recent events without bringing in their names, so he usually prefers to talk of other things.
He is always ready to talk at length about the general mode of life of his
people -- anything in fact that does not have personal details in it. He
is anxious and enthusiastic in explaining his religious and mythical ideas.
As a general thing, the more ancient the lore, the more volubly he discourses. We expect some day to insinuate ourselves behind his reserve,
and learn the real history of his movements during the last three or four
years before his "capture." His particular secretiveness in certain matters
may be illustrated by the fact that he has never told us his own name. We
address him usually in his own tongue as "Ishi," which means simply "man."
His actual personal name is still unknown, and possibly always will be.
-
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Two pictures are reproduced which were taken on the visit that
he made in our company to his old haunts on Deer Creek. He was in familiar
surroundings, thoroughly at home, told us details concerning the mode of
life and enlarged in many directions on hunting and other tribal pursuits.
Thus he named for us several hundred species of plants, and described in
detail the uses to which his people put them. He is a very remarkable
man, aside from his extraordinary personal history, and after all his
hard life, very communicative and lovable. He is quite possibly, of all
the Indians of North America to-day, the one who has most nearly the
primitive viewpoint. His impressions of our civilization when we finally
understand them will probably bring out many curious and interesting points.
He will be able, moreover, to give us, from the primitive standpoint,
information about a little-known chapter of history.

From time to time reports come in of evidence pointing to Indians
who are still hiding away in the mountains east of the Sacramento. It is
very hard in many cases to say just what the basis of these reports is.
It is not absolutely impossible that there are one or more members of the
Yahi group still wandering about in the wilderness. Let Us hope that if
there are any others of this group still alive we may ultimately succeed
in bringing all of them together.
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AN EVENING WITH WIL1TOON INDIANS*

Geo. H. H. Redding
While angling for salmon and trout during a vacation, last summer,
on the Cloud River, in Shasta County, I had an opportunity of seeing a
Wintoon Indian make a fire by the friction of two pieces of wood. The process
adopted by him differs in some particulars from that used by the savages of
other countries. It will be of interest to the archaeologist who desires to
preserve the evidence of all the habits and customs of man in his original
savage condition, and may be of service in showing some ship-wrecked mariner
how easily fire may be made where he can obtain two pieces of dry wood.
Word came to the United States Fishery that there was to be an Indian

dance that evening at the upper rancheria, which is a beautiful spot on the
right bank of the Cloud, about five miles above the fishery. Just before sunset, with two companions, I crossed the river in a dug-out, where we found the
trail. The weather was perfect. The sun had descended below the hills that
guard the western bank of the river. The narrow valley and its cold, hurrying
stream, fringed with alders and azalias, were sinking into shade and seemed
hushed to sudden silence, broken only in the still reaches and quiet pools by
the occasional heavy splash of a salmon at play, or the sudden leap of the
hungry trout intently busy in making entomological collections from among the
ephemera, caddice and other flies, that spring into multitudinous and joyous
existence under the magic wands of the long shadows creeping over the water.
Our trail led along the east bank among the talus from Mount Persephone, whose
gray limestone summits tower three thousand feet above the river. Our path was
in the shadow of the opposite hills; but, a few hundred feet above us, the
setting sun was bathing the somber rocks on our right in purple mist, while the
loftier peaks stood out against the deep blue sky-like minarets burnished with
refulgent gold.

After passing the cliffs, the trail led through groves of mingled oaks
and pines self-planted on the benches above the river. How few Californians
know that the particular region of the foothills of the Sierra in which both
oaks and pines intermingle, is blessed with a more delightful and health-giving
climate than any other portion of the State. The shadows now more rapidly darted
up the mountain sides, and we were soon in the gloom of the forest, and found it
difficult to keep our way. This trail is the only one near this bank used by
the Indians in going up and down the river. Without doubt it has been used for
thousands of years; yet in all this time it has never occurred to one of them
to remove from it a fallen tree, or roll away a bowlder. I wondered, as we
Stumbled on in the dark, whether man, when first emerging from his original,
savage state, commenced by the domestication of animals, cultivating the soil,
or by clearing a path from his cave to the forest where he killed his game.
The Wintoons have not yet arrived at any of these stages of civilization. They
have no domestic animals other than the horse and dog, obtained originally from
*
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from the Spaniards. The nearest approach to cultivation is not connected with
a supply of food, but with intoxication. All of their camps are "kitchenmiddens," in a state of slow but constant accretion, and the soil about them
becomes very rich.

Wild tobacco (Nicotiana Bigelovii) grows sparsely in favored spots
on the hills near the river. When, by accident, the seeds are carried to the
rich and prolific soil of these kitchen-middens, it grows with added vigor to
increased size, and is much prized by the Indians for smoking. To the civilized
smoker of tobacco it has an intensely vile flavor, and is exceedingly nauseating
and stupefying. When the plant makes its appearance above the ground in the
spring they frequently loosen the earth about it with a sharpened stick, and
pile brush about each plant to prevent it being trodden upon or injured. It
has not occurred to them that the seeds could be saved and planted. While
cultivating no food plants, they guard with jealous care particular oaks of the
species Q. Chrysolepis, Kellogii, and Brewerii, and all the prolific nut-pines
(P. Sabiniana), as these supply them a large amount of food. They are learning
that the hog of the white man is their great enemy - that he eats the acorns as
they drop from the trees, that he destroys the grass in the small valleys, the
seeds of which they gather, and that he roots up and eats the camas (Camassia
esculenta) and other bulbs, that yield them food when the salmon have returned
to the ocean.

Filled, as these people are, with the densest ignorance and the most
weird and mythical superstitions, they yet have, in all that relates to their
supply of food, a knowledge of the natural history of their immediate vicinity
that seems wonderful. No fish or crustacean of the river, no reptile, no
animal or bird, no tree or plant, but has a name; and every child is taught these
names, and given-the knowledge of what can be used as food and what would be
injurious.
In about an hour we arrived at the Government trout ponds, but found
all the attendants had left for the dance, except an Indian with his canoe to
ferry us again across theT river. The village was about a mile above the crossing. On arriving we found a great many families had gathered, coming for many
miles up and down the river. There were, probably, three hundred and fifty, of
all ages. We learned that the dance and gathering was an annual meeting, partly
religious, and that it is given as an expression of gratitude for the return of
the salmon to the river.

The rancheria, or village, is on the right bank of the river, at a
beautiful bend, where the water sweeps around the base of a mountain. From what
could be seen at night, the spot had been occupied by the Indians for ages.
In the center of the rancheria was the temescal, or sweat-house. It
was constructed by digging a large circular, basin-shaped hole in the ground,
four or five feet deep. Around the edge of this hole large posts are sunk,

about five feet apart, and which extend upward to the top of the ground. In
the center are planted four large trunks of trees, with the original limbs
upon them, extending a few feet above the surface, From these four trees
stout limbs of trees are laid, reaching to the posts at the edge. These limbs
are fastened firmly by withes to the branches at the center-trees. The whole
is then thatched with pine and willow brush, and covered with a layer of earth
about a foot in thickness. The entrance is a long, low passage, and is made by
driving short, thin pine posts side by side, about three feet apart, and
covered in the same manner as the house proper. To enter, one has to stoop quite
low, and continue in this position until he comes into the sweat-house. We
entered. All about us, crowded together, were the Indians, squatted on the
earth, the males in the foreground, and the mahalas, or squaws, with their papPooses, in the rear. In the center a low, small fire was burning, quite near
to which sat the caller of the dances, smoking a pipe which looked like three
large wooden thimbles placed inside of each other. This he held perpendicularly
in the air, with his head thrown back so as to allow his lips to inclose the
mouthpiece. After puffing three or four times, he passed it to others of the
crowd. Some of the Indians had similar pipes, but, so far as I could see, this
one was the largest and finest.

Directly opposite to the entrance, there had been a kind of fence
erected, behind which the dancers were getting ready. We did not have long to
wait, for soon the caller commenced yelling, and all the eyes of the audience
were turned toward the dressing-room. Out came the Indians --seven men and
about fifteen mahalas. The men were naked, except for a girdle of eagle feathers
about their loins and a narrow band of woodpecker feathers about the forehead.
The latter is very handsome, and brings a good sum when sold. In their hands
they carried long, thin reeds, covered with small, fine feathers, which they blew
as they ran around the fire, stamping the ground. The women wore calico dresses
Of bright colors, and in their hands carried grasses, which they held up. As
the men ran, the women formed a half circle about them, turning from side to
Side, all singing in a monotonous, low tone. They were accompanied by the
musicians, who consisted of three men - one blowing a reed, one pounding on an
old tin pan, and the other striking a split stick against a piece of wood. The
time was perfect, and it was astonishing with what rapidity the men dancers got
over the ground. They put their whole strength into the dance, and keep it up
for an hour at a time, only stopping at intervals to get breath and hear comments
on their performance. When the dance is finished, the men cast off the feathers
and run naked, reeking with perspiration, and plunge into the river, the water
Of which is rarely warmer than 450 Fahrenheit.
It is usually those who are sick who take part in the dance of this
kind, and this treatment is supposed to cure; but, as a remedy or luxury, it
seems to have been in universal use among all the California Indians.

and,

While the monotonous dance was in progress, we left the sweat-house,
meeting Sarah, the daughter of the old Chief Consolulu, I asked her to tell
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her father that I wanted him to have an Indian make a fire as it was made before
white men came to the country. Sarah is one of the few members of the Wintoon
tribe who have any knowledge of the English language. When a child, she was
taken to live with a famiLy at Shasta. In a few years she became homesick, and
longed for the companionship of her own people, for their wild, free life, and
for the mountains where she was born. So Sarah turned her back to civilization
and its constraints, and joined her people, that she might live as they live,
and share their joys and privations. She retains, apparently, but little evidence of the attempt at civilization except her Christian name and some knowledge
of the English language.
After long negotiations, and the exercise of considerable diplomacy,
an Indian came to me, bringing his beaver-skin quiver, filled with arrows. From
among these he took a dried branch of buckeye (Aesculus Californica) about as
long as the shaft of an arrow, but much larger at one end. From his quiver he
also produced a piece of cedar (Librocedrus de urrens). This was about eighteen
inches in length, an inch thick, and two inches wide in the center, but tapering
to a rough point at each end. Its general appearance might be described as boatshaped. In the center of this piece of cedar, on one side, he had made a circular
hole a quarter of an inch deep, with a piece of obsidian, and from this hole he
had cut a channel extending to the edge of the wood. He now gathered a handful
of dry grass, and some fine, dry, powdered wood from a decayed pine. Each end
of the boat-shaped piece of cedar, with the side containing the hole and channel
uppermost, was placed on a couple of flat stones and held firmly by another
Indian. The dry grass was piled loosely under the center, and on it was
scattered the fine powder' of the decayed wood. The fine powder was also scattered
in the channel leading to the hole in the center of the boat-shaped piece of cedar.
He now took the branch of buckeye and placed the largest end in the circular hole,
and, spitting on his hands, commenced revolving it back and forth rapidly between his palms, and at the same time bearing down with considerable force. This
constant exercise of pressure, while revolving the buckeye, caused his hands to
be rapidly shifted to the lower end of the stick, when he would remove them to
the top again and renew the process. At the end of five minutes he was perspiring
from the exercise, and no fire had been produced. He stopped a few seconds and
said something. I asked Sarah to translate his speech. Sarah told me he was
saying,"Fire, why don't you come to me now as you did when I was a boy?"

This he repeated several times, and commenced work again. In another
five minutes smoke made its appearance where the two woods were in contact. In a
few seconds the powdered dust of the decayed wood took fire, and the fine coals
communicated this fire to the dust in the channel, and rolled down to the dust
scattered on the dry grass. He now took the bundle of grass in his hands, and,
carefully blowing upon it, soon created a blaze. Meanwhile, a great many of the
Indians came out where we were, and crowded about us, and seemed to take great
interest in the proceedings. All manner of questions were asked of us, and
translated by Sarah; among which were: "Where you come from? Don't white man
have any more matches?" or, "You like this way better than white man's way?"
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The buckeye is very much harder than the cedar; and I find it is
the invariable custom among savage people, in making fire by friction, to
use woods of different texture and hardness.

As soon as the fire blazed the crowd went back into the sweat-house,
and we with them, but only to remain a short time, as it was already midnight,
and we had a long distance to travel. Soon we were on our way to the fishery.
As we were crossing the river, the moon came over the mountains and shone down
upon us. We made a weird looking picture in the canoes, with an Indian at
each end, paddle in hand. As the first gray streaks of dawn appeared in the
north-eastern sky, we arrived at the fishery.
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EAGLE DANCE OF THE MESA GRANDE (DIEGUENO) TRIBE*

Anonymous

San Diego, Cal., Oct. 14

The past month has witnessed the disappearance of one more link in
the chain between the remnant of Indian life in Southern California and the
past. The eagle dance has been held for the last time. It was performed only
in commemoration of the death of a chief, and the last chief of the Mesa Grande
tribe is dead.
With old Cinon Duro, or, to use his Indian name, Mata Whur, "hard rock,"
the wealth of the traditions of the Southern California Indians was also buried,
excepting for fragmentary records gathered by a few ethnologists. This ancient
man had no son to whom he could intrust the sacred mission; he was over 100 and
had practically outlived his own descendants.
In 1860 he had four sons. This to itself is an illustration of
civilizing influences, a fact which is further emphasized at the spectacle of
the dances, when the gap between the little group of eight or ten dancers, all
over ninety, wiry, athletic, tireless, and the lounging spectators of their
Own people, young fellows, none of them over forty, is especially noticeable.
Even at his extreme age Cinon's death was an unexpected shock to his
people, coming accidentally through a fall from a horse. This was one year ago,
and his burial rites were solemnized both in the Catholic faith, which the
Indian religiously observes, and the ancient nature worship which is his religion. None appreciated the tragedy of his race more than this ancient chief,
whose last words were "Mo-some: Hoomow-no-some" (It is finished; the tribe
is finished).

The Catholic services were followed by the fiesta for the dead which
were begun for
the eagle fiesta, the mark of honor to the last hereditary ruler of a people
whose boast it had been that "when the hills were young they had played upon
their crests." This fiesta was to be given in one year when the brown September hills and turning oaks and willows would mark the anniversary of his
death.

lasted seven days and nights. Almost immediately preparations

The celebration was the gift of the Duro clan, old Cinon's own, to
its sister clans and to all the tribes of Southern California. Its welcome
also extended to the white visitors, and a large number of these availed
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themselves of the opportunity for a closer study and recording of the customs
of the passing people. Over 500 Indians were present, representing the Pala,
San Ysidro, Inaja, Rincon, Santa Ysabel, Mission, and Agua Caliente tribes,
coming from the seashore, the desert edge, the fertile valleys to the north,
and far southern mountains.
For fully a month before the last three days of the fiesta practice
dances were held in groups of three nights each at the old rancheria, a large
square inclosure of brush-built ramadas with an open plaza in the center, at
one end of which was a carefully leveled circle of earth, beaten hard by the
tramping of many bare feet; the dancing floor of the ancient Indian ceremonials.
He also carries two clapping sticks and is elaborately painted with
markings of white and blue. He pauses and bows before old Antonio, brother of
the chief, who beats time with a rattle formerly made of dried deer skin inclosing deer toes, but now deteriorated to a baking powder can filled with pebbles.

Then the dance begins, a group of squaws intoning a low musical chant.

The solemnities of the night were prefaced during the afternoon by
the tatahuila, or whirling dance; a dance really joyous in character and in
contrast with the somber fierceness and tragedy of the night ceremonies, seeming almost the comedy of dances. There is but one principal performer and an
attendant who resembles the funny man in a circus act, leading the dancer to
fresh exertions and exploits.

This man enters the circle first with smiling countenance trotting
around the ring and rattling his clapping sticks. Then kneeling in the center
of the circle he strikes an attitude of invocation, holding it immovably for
perhaps five minutes, while the real dancer appears, clad only in the pluma,
or feather skirt and head dress of eagle feathers.
Faster and faster he whirls, crouching, leaping, sidestepping airily,
his flying feather garment seemingly bouying him up in the air. Under and
over clap the time-beating sticks, higher he leaps, whirling about several
times before touching the earth, an astonishing exhibition of strength and
agility.
Ever whirling, whirling, a veritable dervish, he passes about the
circle with a marvelous sureness of direction. All this time, at intervals,
the family of Cinon toss handfuls of money and yards of calicoes upon the
dancing floor, which are gifts eagerly gathered in by their guests. For from
half to three-quarters of an hour the athlete, a man of some fifty years,
continues his strenuous exertions, and then at their height stops suddenly,
quietly, and walks steadily from the circle - a performance in itself not the
least of his feats.

The purple dusk settles into the star gemmed blackness of the
night. From far and near the people of the mountainside and the strangers
gather. Cowboys in leather chaps-and ji'ngling spurs jostle alike their
Indian comrades, gay with cerise and green handkerchiefs, and young city
fellows in khaki. Matrons in calicoes, girls in white shirt waist suits,
businesslike women with notebooks, and Indian maidens with scarlet ribbons
entwined in their glossy locks, all mingle with one common interest.
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An ethnologist from a distant city stands by the adjusted mechanism
Of his phonograph, which is to perpetuate the existence of the quaint aboriginal chanting, the ancient language from the primeval Yuman stock, the heritage
despised and forsaken by the last of its possessors. Outside, beside the restless, tethered ponies, automobiles chug and chir, a strange juxtaposition of
extremes.

At the calling cry of a summoner a line of ancient figures file in

full war regalia. Standing before the seated group of cantadoras, the women
who had grown old beside them, they begin a slow shuffling step, grunting a
low, strongly accented, "mh-m-m-hm" with each heavy thud of the bare feet.

They are led by the centenarian, Antonio, and his shrunken form, and the
pathetic dignity in his drawn, parchment-like face is the epitome of the
whole inexorable drama.

And now mingling with the utter barbarism of the dancers' voices
tone, droning, almost inaudible, like insects
on a midsummer afternoon. It gathers in volume with a steady swelling rhythm,
low, musical, with slight minor inflections. The voices are as one voice, a
full barytone quality that slides easily and accurately through the many
intricate changes of the theme.
comes a gentle underbreath of

Higher in the scale, louder and more intense grows the resonant
melody, plaintive and heart piercing in its weird modulations of thirds and
fifths that is never cognized in our modern system of notation, the primitive
nature cry of the nature people. Fiercer grows the movement of the dancers,
stamping, crouching, with outthrust arms and wild bursts of guttural melody;
and more passionately the swaying climbing cadences of the singers rise, in
strange accents of twos and threes, the essence of the elemental.
From the midst of the turning, twisting figures one deplumed dancer
leaps, and with his staff, scatters living coals from the bed of fire about
the dancing floor. The old warriors circle about this central figure, back
and forth their bare feet treading the glowing embers, occasionally stooping
to gather them in their hands and placing them to their lips, a veritable

fire-eating incantation.
Singers and dancers alike are wrought to a frenzy of exaltation,
and the scene is awe inspiring even in this its last expiring gasp, when on
a sudden all ceases, a thick, utterly motionless silence falls upon the entire
Scene. Then the old men walk slowly about uttering a peculiar indrawn neighing
Sound and the war dance is finished.
As usual, the first two days and nights of the fiesta were by forerunners, working up to the final pitch of the last night. Then the sacred
eagle would be killed with great ceremony, mysteriously and without pain, and
his freed spirit would carry the last communication from the living to the dead,

The spectators move cautiously about, looking at one another with
uncertain smiles and conversing in low tones, while a huge oak log fire is
being built in the center of the beaten earth of the vacant circles. Then
Antonio appears marching with solemn tread about the blazing logs and keeping
time with his rattle to a plaintive reiterated monotone of chanting.
-l
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Gradually he is joined by groups of the relatives and friends of the
dead chief, all singing the mournful, low-toned refrain and moving in single
file about the fire with a curious twisting step which throws the body far to
one side and then the other. Forty or fifty people join in the procession,
young and old, gay gallants with brilliant neckerchiefs and their grandfathers
in overalls, old women and girls, some of them bowed with grief, the tears
streaming down their faces, and all with a settled solemnity of aspect.
Then as the burden of this mourning becomes unbearable it is all
hushed at a signal, and the announcement is made that at the rising of the
morning star the sacred eagle will be killed by magic, painlessly, by the
Indian medicine men, who will thus show their superiority over the white medicine men.

The bird is borne in by the four hechiceros or medicine men, each
of whom is hideously painted and garbed elaborately in the feather skirts and
headdresses which are a mark of rank in the tribe. The leading conjurer,
Narciso, a powerfully built man, carries the eagle about the inner circle,
close to the flaring, smoking blaze of the fire.

The bird stares straight ahead with wide-open, curved beak and
It is for some reason strangely stupid. Its feet are bound
tongue.
lolling
together with cords, but it makes no movement to attack its captors with its
powerful beak.
Even when with shrieking and muttering incantations and medicine
men strike it with their feathered wands and blow tobacco smoke into its eyes
it does not heed, but stares inscrutably back into their contorted faces,
perhaps beyond into the vista of its fast-approaching destiny when it shall
be traversing the star-strewn path of the Milky Way, "the pathway of departing
spirits," on its heavenly mission.

The witch doctors seemingly exhaust every effort in the working of
the charm; they breathe heavily as though spent with exertion, grimacing,
crouching. With mystic passes they point their wizard wands at their helpless
victim, and at length, when more than one white spectator has turned away, the
fine head suddenly lifts and is thrown back-as though in a final struggle for
its swiftly departing-life, sinks slowly from side to side, and then hangs
limp upon the feathered breast. The messenger has departed.
The dead body is carried in triumph by one and another during the
interminable figure of the dance. A raw chill creeps into the air. The
remaining spectators gather their wraps more closely about them. The fire
becomes a smoldering heap of embers.
Low on the eastern horizon the long night watch of the stars is
paling before a gray creeping tinge of light. The dancers halt. The head men,
the capitans, pluck the large feathers from the bird for the making of dancing
skirts.

The denuded body is wrapped in red cloth, and a grave is dug in the
warm earth underneath the spot where the fire has burned all night. Reverently
the old men kneel about the tiny grave. Softly the mourners chant as the bird
is lifted to the north, the south, the east, and the west.
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Then as the grave is filled and smoothed by the old hands of the
kneeling men, the white-haired Antonio lifts his arms to the skies, a last
high priest to an ancient rite speeding the departed messenger, pleading that
sorrow, sickness, hunger, and death might not visit the pueblo, and invoking
the power of the great eagle god, who brought the people for many moons from
the far south across the mountains and the desert, in that far past time when
the earth was young.

And so has the fiesta of the eagle dance passed.
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EAGLE FIESTA OF THE CALIFORNIA INDIANS (LUISENO)

J. J. Warner
"Of the many occasional and annual feasts, whether of a religious
or social character, which so frequently occur, and are most observed by the
Indians, the Eagle Feast is most conspicuous. It is preeminently the feast
of the year. It is known in California, in the Spanish language, as
'la Fiesta del Gabilan' -- the name of the hawk having, from the ignorance of
.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
the language by the Indians,
been given to the eagle.

This feast is celebrated at a full moon, during autumn. In the
spring of the year careful examination and scrutiny is made by the Indians of
those localities where the eagle is wont to build its eeyrie, and he who discovers the nestling place of the bird of heaven, returns to his village filled
With joy. The nest is frequently visited during the incubation of the parent
bird, and when the young make their appearance, they are closely watched until
they are fledged. They are then removed from the nest and carried to the
village. This act is accompanied with ceremonies and rejoicing. When the
Young eagles have grown, so that it would be unsafe to suffer them longer to
remain, the fortunate discoverer, attended by a few companions, proceeds to
the locality of the nest, where after asking the blessing of the Great Spirit,
the birds are removed and carefully conducted towards the village. A herald
is sent forward to announce that success has attended their labors.
Upon the return of the party, they are met while yet a considerable
distance from the village by a procession of the young maidens accompanied by
the villagers, who receive with demonstrations of triumph the royal bird, which
they convey amidst singing and dancing to the place prepared for its residence.
From this time until Autumn when the young eagles have attained their growth,
they are fed and tended with watchful solicitude.

When two or more eaglets are found by the inhabitants of one village,
it becomes the most acceptable gift that can be bestowed upon the people to
some friendly village or some particular individual of a neighboring village.
One bird only is required for the feast, and this sacrificial offering occurs
but once during the year, at the same village.
Upon the approach of winter, and after the gathering of the spontaneous fall crops, at the full moon, this solemn and instructive celebrationtakes place. The inhabitants of the friendly villages, not only near but more
remote, are ceremoniously invited to participate in the festivities of the
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occasion. Suitable preparations having been made, upon the designated day,
the people who have received invitations, arrive from the surrounding villages.
A sufficient area for the accommodation of those who take part in the ceremonies,
as well as for the spectators, having been enclosed, in the center of which a
bright fire is kindled, the evening is spent in chanting and dancing. As the
full orbed moon gracefully ascends towards the zenith, the performance becomes
more animated. A short time previous to high moon, the officiating priest,
bearing the heaven-bound messenger, makes his appearance. All is hushed in
silence as he enters the enclosure and approaches the burning pile, displaying
the immortal bird before the anxious and admiring multitude. Low-toned and
solemn chants and ejaculations, interspersed with benedictions, flow from the
priest as with measured step he passes around the fire. Having in this manner
introduced himself and subject to the congregated people, he informs them that
if they have any thanks for blessings received, or petitions to send to the
Great Spirit, to communicate the same; and then, directing his discourse to the
eagle, recounts all the notable events, either of good or evil which they have
enjoyed or suffered during the past year. The many anticipated wants for the
coming year -- the genial showers, the fruitful forests and fields, the abundance
of game, and security from the enemies, are dwelt upon.
As the moon approaches her greatest altitude, the scene becomes exciting. The measured step becomes quick, the low voice gives way to earnest entreaty and commands, until the speaker winds himself up to the highest physical
and mental excitement. The imperial messenger is then charged in the most
emphatic manner, to speed his way to the courts of heaven, and without fail to
lay before the Great Spirit their combined thanks and petitions, while at the
same time he is instructed to faithfully represent them before the giver of all

good.
As the last words of this solemn and imposing charge dies away upon
the still bosom of night, the spirit of this bird of Jove, takes its silent and
peaceful departure from the body, to wing its way to the source of all life. The
moment the head of the bird is seen to droop in death, and while its spirit still
lingers to take a last l1oek, and receive the parting ejaculations, a deep and
solemn suspiration breaks forth from the attending multitude. A silence, as if
instantaneous death had fallen upon every person present, reigns without interruption, while the officiating priest, passing round the open area, displays to
the people the lifeless body of the eagle, which has voluntarily resigned his
life here to become the messenger and advocate of man at the celestial courts.

The large feathers of the bird are then plucked and carefully preserved
for future use, and the body committed to the flames, where it is closely watched
by every person present until the last particle of its body disappears in
ascending vapor. The remainder of the night is spent in dancing, accompanied
with singing and chanting. In the morning, presents, consisting of the proceeds
of the summer and fall harvests, are divided among those guests which have been
invited from other villages.
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It is a common occurrence that the person who makes this feast,
distributes the entire produce of his fields among his guests. None but the
more industrious among the Indians, are able to enjoy the luxury of giving
an eagle feast, and they are necessarily left destitute of food, and are
compelled to attend similar feasts at other villages, where they obtain a
more bountiful share in the distribution."

- 24-

INDIAN AGENT H. N. RUST

--

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Anonymous
Some time ago an inspector of the Indian Bureau was sent from
Washington to investigate certain charges that had been made against H.
N. Rust, agent of the Mission Indians of Southern California. While the
result of that investigation has not been officially announced, yet the
manner in which it was conducted was such as to leave little doubt as to
its character. A single instance will suffice to illustrate the farcical
nature of the proceedings. At Palm Springs, where the difficulty that led
to the investigation originated, Inspector Tinker began operations by making a speech to the Indians in which he told them that they had no rights
whatever. They were not like other Indians, who had certain treaty-rights,
but were subject to the arbitrary will of the Government and must do exactly as the agent told them and give him whatever he wanted. If they
were told to go to the top of the San Jacinto mountain and starve to death
they would have to do it. They could not help themselves. With this encouraging announcement as a starter, it is small wonder that those who
had complaints to make against Agent Rust prudently remained in the background and refrained from pressing the charges which they had freely made
in public before. Instead of holding the investigation on Indian ground
at Palm Springs it was held on the place of a white man with whom the
Indians who had charges to make were not on friendly terms at the time
and as a natural result they refused to attend. Furthermore, their own
interpreter was dismissed to give way to one provided by the agent.
Thus handicapped, the investigation became a farce, and was further made
so by the conduct of the inspector in simply putting the questions to the
few Indians who did attend that were prompted by Agent Rust himself.
It was owing to this fact that the peculiar methods followed by
Rust in using his office as the means of making extensive collections of
curios, which he has sold for many thousands of dollars, entirely escaped
the attention of the special inspector. It appears, however, that Rust,
ever since he secured his position of Indian Agent, has devoted a large
share of his time, which should have been given to looking after his wards,
to the collection of the stone implements, pottery, basket work, laces,
etc., which are the handiwork of these industrious people. Instead of
Paying coin for these curios, however, as those do who recognize that
the Mission Indians have a few rights, the special inspector to the contrary notwithstanding, Rust uses his authority, so the Indians say, to
take whatever he wants without making any recompense. It is said that he
Seldom visits the remote villages of the Indians except when he hears of
the existence of curios that he wants, and that he incontinently seizes
and carries away such articles from 'the wickiups and homes of the Indians
Without so much as saying by your leave. Some of the owners of these
coveted articles have become very wary, however, and now in many cases,
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as soon as they hear that Rust contemplates a visit to their rancherias,
they make haste to bury in the sand or hide elsewhere their metates,
pestles, mortars, baskets, laces and other objects which they know would
excite his cupidity, and thus he is obliged to go away empty-handed,
unless, indeed, he is so lucky as to catch some of them napping.

But bad as is the manner in which this agent uses his official
authority in the collection of these valuable curios, the disposition
which he makes of them is still worse. It is no archaeological enthusiasm
which actuates him, but simply a spirit of commercial enterprise. In other
words, he makes these collections in order to sell them at a good round
price. Not long ago he disposed of one lot of curios, which included a
quantity of specimens gathered from the Mission Indians, obtaining the
comfortable sum of $7000 therefor. This is the third or fourth sale of
the kind that he is reported to have made since he was appointed agent,
and it is currently stated that he has realized something like $18,000
from the enterprise. When this is added to the comfortable salary received by him from the Government, it will be seen that he has made a very
"fat thing" out of his official berth, and it is no wonder that from a poor
man he has come to be regarded by his neighbors at Pasadena as one of com-

fortable means.

There, is a positive inhibition against certain classes of.Government employes making such collections for sale, it being required that
curios and objects of interest collected while in the public service be
turned over to the authorities. Whether this requirement applies to Indian agents like Rust does not appear, but if it does not, it is certainly
contrary to the spirit of good government that he should be allowed to use
his official position in such a manner, enlarging his private purse at
the expense of the poor ignorant wards whose interest he is appointed to
guard. Ever since Rust secured his office and began his systematic collecting of curios the Indians have made frequent complaint,but without
avail. It is said that the special inspector who visited the agency recently had his attention called to the matter, but refused to pay any heed
to it.
Another illustration of Rust's character is furnished by the
attitude which he has assumed toward the St. Boniface Industrial Indian
School at Banning. This school was the gift of Miss Drexel of Philadelphia
and is one of the most successful institutions of the kind in the country.
It was begun in 1888 under the supervision of the Benedictine Fathers and
is at present under the management of Father Hahn, assisted by Father Emil
and ten sisters. Upward of 125 Indian girls and boys have been gathered
here from the villages of the desert which are under Rust's supervision.
The Government makes an allowance for the care of 100 of these pupils,
but this is no restriction upon the benevolence of the school authorities,
who welcome all. The boys are taught such trades as shoe and harness
making, carpentering, blacksmithing, etc., and are also instructed in farm
work, the school having a fine orchard and garden. The girls are instructed
in needlework and all kinds of household duties. Besides this they are
given instruction in the usual bfanches of education and their religious
wants are not neglected, as is shown by the fact that a large number of
the children have already been confirmed.
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Before being brought into the school these children were literally running wild on the desert. Many did not know what it was to wear
clothes and all were about as degraded as it is possible for human beings
to become. Now they are in a fair way to become good members of society
and an honor and credit to those who have accomplished the transformation.

Surely such admirable work is deserving of the encouragement
of all good citizens. Yet Agent Rust from the outset has shown an unfriendly attitude to the school. Although located adjacent to the Banning
reservation and the inmates of the school are all under his charge as agent,
he had never, down to the first of last month, at least, and not since so
far as known, so much as paid a visit to the institution. Furthermore,
he has fallen in with the cry of a few against "sectarian schools," and
even drew up a petition to the Government requesting that further aid be
Withheld from such institutions as this at Banning. This petition he put
up in the postoffice at Colton in order to obtain signers, but the people
Of the San Bernardino valley are too familiar with the good work done in
reclaiming these savages and refused to sign it in any considerable numbers.
The San Bernardino Courier adds another chapter to the peculiar
doings of Agent Rust and produces some damaging facts in regard to his
conduct. There has been a long-standing dispute between Samuel N. Black,
an old soldier, and Rust, in regard to the title to certain land claimed
by Black near the Banning reservation and alleged by Rust to be a portion
Of that reservation. A voluminous correspondence ensued in which all
Concerned took a part. The matter was referred to the authorities at
Washington, and finally Commissioner Morgan settled it by writing a letter
to the Secretary of the Interior in which he stated that the lands claimed
by Black were not included within the reservation and that Black should
not be molested. Agent Rust was also so instructed, yet he actually had
Black arrested for harvesting his own grain on this land. Black, of course,
was acquitted by the jury that tried the case, but a civil suit was brought
which is now pending.
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CREMATION RITUAL OF THE LUISENOS

*

Anonymous

Philip M. Gaffey, special agent of the Forestry Commission, who
has been on a tour of inspection in San Diego county, has returned home.
During Mr. Gaffey's stay in San Diego county he had an opportunity of
learning a good deal about the San Luis Rey Indians and their various
customs.
"The Indians," said Mr. Gaffey in an interview with an Express
reporter, "as a rule are good, hard working people. Since the government
has established schools for them, which have been conducted for about six
years, there has been a marked improvement in this tribe. They are
divided up into rancherias, or small villages, in numbers ranging from two
hundred to five hundred each. The names of the rancherias are San Ysabelle,
Conquilla, San Asigro, Pala, San Phillippi, Mesa Grande, Port La Cruz, San
Luis Rey and Agua Caliente. The last named place, which means hot water,
has a regular form of city government. The officers are designated as the
Captain, or Mayor, Sheriff, two Judges and Zanjero.

"They have a calaboose, or jail, which is constructed of adobe.
The prisoner is first tried by the justice and, if found guilty, his case
is referred to the Indian agent, who is stationed at Colton. All the
proceedings are conducted in the Indian language. With this form of
government the Indians are satisfied and rarely, if ever, occasion any
disturbance. There are a number of white men married to squaws who are
in good circumstances. The children, as a rule, are polite, and very apt
scholars. One peculiarity is that they will not converse in English with
an American. They will talk Spanish, and only speak English amongst themselves. I do not know of any reason for this. It is due, probably, to
the fear of making mistakes, or they do not like to subject themselves to
criticism.
Fiesta de Los Monos

"The disposition of their dead is singular, and excites a great
deal of interest among strangers. The funeral does not take place until
three years after death. The corpse shortly after death is buried (with
the exception of the hair) in a rude box, without any ceremony. At the
expiration of three years the funeral, or fiesta de los monos, takes place.
A dummy to represent the deceased is made, and dressed according to the
social or financial standing of the person whom is represented. The hair
is then placed on the monos, or dummy, and the ceremony follows. A remada,
or big corral, with a roof of brush, is constructed, and in this place
the ceremony is performed. A fire is built, around which the Indians chant
and dance. The Indians believe that the chanting drives off the devil or
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evil spirits that may be present. After the chanting, which is carried on
until morning, the Indians end their clamor by looking heavenward and
giving voice to unearthly yells. A procession is then formed and the
dancing is carried on by squaws, while the bucks stand about throwing
away coins of different denominations and various kinds of cereals upon
the passers by. The procession leaves the remada and returns after
progressing some 500 yards.

"Upon the return of the procession the dummy is thrown into the
fire and then consumed. During the burning of the Monos, chanting and
dancing is indulged in by the squaws, while the bucks fire salutes.
"I saw a ceremony of this kind at Agua Caliente. Before the
services began an old Indian, who is considered the sage of the village,
was chosen master of ceremonies. The old fellow was over 'one hundred
years old', and before the proceedings commenced he addressed the assemblage
in Spanish. He asked those present who did not believe in the religion of
the Indians to respect what was about to take place and keep their peace.
He requested that those bearing weapons to leave the scene or take them
off, and especially demanded that no liquor should be brought to the
grounds. All his requests were religiously complied with.

"After the dummy was consumed the dance was kept up for several
While the dancing was carried on an old buck, in way of accompaniment, shook violently an old oyster can filled with pebbles. The dummy
which I saw used represented an old squaw who was quite wealthy. It was
richly dressed, and about $40 and several sacks of wheat and barley were
thrown away by the bucks.
hours.

"The scattering of the coin creates much commotion. As each
coin is thrown a general scramble follows. Whoever gets the money is
entitled to keep it.
Buried To The Chin.

"At the conclusion of the funeral services a distressing and
unnatural ceremony takes'place. The Indians believe that to insure a
girl becoming a good and virtuous woman, she must withstand a terrible
ordeal, which can only be administered after the conclusion of a fiesta
de los monos. But this is only administered by the consent of the parents
of the girl. The victim I saw accept this religious obligation was a
rather pretty girl about 15 years old. A deep pit was made and in it a
fire started. The coals were taken out and the girl placed in the excavation up to her neck. She was buried in that position, and about her head
and face was constructed a small wall of brush which excluded all view.
In this hole the poor child was compelled to remain from Friday evening
at 8 o'clock until 10 o'clock the following Sunday night. She was only
allowed to eat once a day and her food consisted of some acorn bread and
a cup of water. I saw the girl extricated, and when she was taken out she
was too weak to stand. The poor creature wore an awful expression on her
face, which plainly denoted that she must have suffered awful and excruciating pain. She was always attended by a score of people.
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"It is customary for a number of people belonging to a neighboring village to come to where the ceremony takes place and relieve those
who watch the buried girl. When the neighbors leave they are given grain
and clothing, besides many presents. The home people do not leave the
corral, but sleep on the other side of the yard, rolled up in their
blankets. How long the girl would have been compelled to remain in the
hole before being voluntarily liberated, I did not learn. Her release,
however, was occasioned by a dog fight. The canine squabble caused those
who watched the girl to abandon their posts and the sleeping Indians picked
up their traps and left the grounds. This caused the mother of the girl
to become angry. The girl was taken from the 'fiery furnace
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HOW THOUGHTS CAN KILL IN "PSYCHIC DUELS"
Emily C. Dav i s

The most extraordinary duels in the world are fought in California.
Not in the movies, either, though any of these contests would make a tensely
dramatic scene.
The strangest of all personal battles are fought by clashing minds.
Not a pistol is fired. No sword flashes through the air. The fighters merely
face one another and hurl their thoughts and power until the weaker fighter
falls down helpless - paralyzed, maybe, or even dead. Yes, stone dead.
You don't believe thoughts can kill?

Testimony that thoughts have this deadly power has come to Washington recently from two sources.

Chief Wi'ishi, athletic young Indian of the Mission tribe in California, visiting Washington, told of his own experiences in such combats.
With smiles and gestures, he showed how the power is hurled from heart to
heart, straight as the blow of a fist from a Joe Louis or a Max Baer.
And listening to Chief Wi'ishi, Dr. John P. Harrington of the Bureau
Of American Ethnology nodded his assurance that these psychic battles do take
Place, sometimes with crippling or fatal results. White men are not generally
welcome at these little known events. But Dr. Harrington has spent many years
among the Mission Indians, studying vanishing customs of the aboriginal New
World. He has attended some of the secret contests, and has heard stories of
Other duels which have become Indian history.
From what he has seen and heard, Dr. Harrington has come to a surPrising conclusion about the American Indian's psychic powers. It seems
Surprising in view of the fame of Hindus in this field. He says plainly that
American Indians surpassed Oriental mystics of India in psychic exploits.

As for white men in America, Dr. Harrington dismisses the lot with
a casual: "We are mere infants compared to the Indian in use of mental power."

The American Indian set great store by psychic development, regarding
Material show as not nearly so important, he explains. All Indians tried to
develop their minds in such matters as concentration and meditation. They
*
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tried to learn healing and killing art through dreams, and to draw on reserves
of power that they felt within them.

American Indians could - and a few still can - perform stunts equal
to the famous Hindu rope trick and other illusions of the fakirs in India.
They mastered the secrets of hypnotism. They claimed power to kill an enemy
100 miles away. More startling than that, they claimed power to restore life to
an apparently lifeless form.
All this being the case, you can see why a battle of power between two
master minds would be a super-attraction in the Indian world. For the Indian
crowd, it had all the excitement of Spain's bull-fighting contests - - well known
men in a supreme struggle before their eyes, with death perhaps for a sudden
ending.
For the fighters, the contest was a solemn and necessary business. They
had to go through with it. They were medicine men, depending heavily on psychic
powers in their healing. Well, then, they were expected to show off on these
occasions, let the public see that they could indeed work wonders.

patients.
helpless.

If a medicine man won a knockout victory, he could count on plenty of
If he lost! Down went his prestige. He might be left paralyzed,
But he had to take that risk.

The psychic battles took place, and still do, Dr. Harrington explains,
at inter-village fiestas which Mission Indians hold at intervals. More than
anything else, the villages look forward to these fiestas. Village chiefs arrange
for the affairs in advance and pay for them by an elaborate system of banking,
using shell wampum for money.
Messengers of the chief giving the fiesta go out to invite the people
of villages all around. And on the appointed day, each group arrives at the
village in ceremonial entry, hearing welcoming speeches and returning them.

"Among the invited- yillagers of a group," says Dr. Harrington, "there
is sure to be a medicine man, one revered for his powers over the unseen universe. He walks over to men of his own class and power, who may be standing
among the receiving group, and in a very few words he invites them to a test
of power.
"They draw a line on the ground, like the goal line for a tug-of-war,
while the challenger goes down to the creek and prepares for the contest by
painting his face or putting on ceremonial costume, even if only adding a feather
to his hair or fixing his necklace.
"When he emerges, he is no longer the man that retired from their sight.
He is changed, like a rampaging bull. He marches on, with clutching hands,
extracting from the air an invisible power.
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"Beyond the line stand the waiting medicine

sometimes not merely
One, but four or five opponents lined against him. They stand tense, not knowing what fate is in store-for them. Every one knows that men have fallen dead
in these contests.
men

-

"Still the challenger comes on, snatching, forming, and holding
the invisible power of the universe in his two hands, and ready to throw it
when least expected.

"Suddenly he throw it! One of the receiving medicine men falls,
foams at the mouth, kicks, and lies still. The crowd stirs, wondering if he
is stunned or dead.
"But the injured medicine man staggers to his
Power, and with gestures of catching and holding it, he
at the intruder. All the medicine men hurl their power
the intruder does not fall. He pushes forward daringly
triumph '

feet again. He gathers
suddenly shoots it back
at the challenger. Still,
and crosses the line in

After the contest, which in this case does not include a funeral, the
winning medicine man is the hero of the fiesta. He has withstood the power of
four of the most powerful medicine men of the countryside.

"Indians with knowing smiles and secret conversation about the fiesta
ground congratulate the winner on having crossed the line," says Dr. Harrington.
The man's reputation is made for months to come. He will have no trouble in
getting cases of sickness of the kind he knows best how to cure, and he is sure
Of liberal payments. He is a great doctor."
But what actually happens when mind struggles with mind "to the death"?
Chief Wi'!ishi, who talks halting English in his soft, very low voice, explains
it one way. Dr. Harrington another.

Says the young chief: My father, he medicine man. My grandpa, my
son has this power.
It
great-grandpa, he medicine man. Only medicine man's
strike
inside
Power
so.
given to me by my father. Power thrown from here
down, ill."
Dr. Harrington's explanation is that if an Indian dies in these combats,
he really kills himself. It is the fear, the excitement of the contest, and
Perhaps the sickening feeling inside that he is indeed not so strong as his
rampaging opponent.

Chief Wi'ishi, politely smiling, is not quite sure that all this talk
Of auto-suggestion is as good as his own simple explanation. But, whatever the
inner facts may be, as Dr. Harrington points out, the fundamental fact remains:
thoughts and fears act as weapons in these fights, dealing knockout blows.
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In these Indians, the subconscious mind, Dr. Harrington goes on to
explain in Freudian terms, becomes so conditioned to seeing certain activity
follow certain stimuli that it is only necessary to furnish the accustomed environment for the Indians to expect a given result. In this case, the downfall
or "permanent damage" to the weaker fighter is a foregone conclusion. Therefore,
it happens.

Like the Hindu, who can make a tree grow before the astonished eyes of
a crowd, the Indian medicine man performs similar feats that depend on hypnotism
of a whole group. Dr. Harrington has seen them raise a stick from the ground
without touching it, make it sink again, or follow them. Tables can be made to
engage in the same unnatural behavior.

"That's hypnotism," says Dr. Harrington, accounting for medicine man's
"power" in modern terms. "The Bible miracle of Aaron's rod turning into a serpent before the eyes of Pharaoh is somewhat similar, and may have been achieved
by similar means.

Like the Indian whose own fears and self-suggestion kill or paralyze him
in a psychic duel, the Indian who knows he is being attacked by a powerful medicine man with magic rites, may actually die of heart failure, or a stroke. Or
he may worry himself into a "rundown' physical state in which he is ready to take
almost any disease that comes along. If he dies in a reasonable time, the medicine
man has done nothing to kill - except induce the victim to destroy himself.

The Indian, accustomed to regard psychic forces as tremendously real,
is a ready prey for such thoughts. So, the medicine man "gets his man" more
often than he could in a more resistant and tough-minded society.
As for the medicine man's ability to raise the dead, Dr. Harrington
finds, while that is impressive to hear about, it actually is not an example of
psychic power, either on the part of the Indian doctor or the patient. It is
merely an accident, when it happens.
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A KATO WAR

*

A. L. Kroeber

Warfare among the North American Indians was as variously motivated as its forms were different. In the Eastern United States, bravery
was the most obvious road to social status for the ordinary man. In the
Plains it was virtually indispensable for whoever wished to count in the
community, and the rules governing recognition were strictly standardized.
In the Southwest, the Pueblos fought out smouldering grudges or civil
dissensions; the Athabascans went to war for booty or as they might hunt.
In the Northwest, the acquisition of properties and privileges, and ultimately of rank, seems to have been the leading motive. Maya warfare
probably resembled that of the Pueblos; in the Aztec sphere there was the
well known specialization on tribute and sacrifice captives.
In the Californian area, the general tenor of life was unwarlike.
The one clear-cut exception is furnished by the Mohave, Yuma, and other
tribes of the lower Colorado river, whose attitude was surpr isingly Eastern.
Elsewhere in California war principally served the purposes of revenge or
Punishment. In the northwestern sub-area, the occasion was generally a
legal default measurable in terms of property and obligation. Persons,
families, and lineages were more likely to be involved than settlements
and communities. For the remainder of the state, it has been said that
the cause was normally a death attributed to "poisoning" or bewitching.
within a community, shaman killings occurred and were adjusted without

further bloodshed, mostly. If suspicion fastened
community, a war might result.

on a member of another

This opinion now proves to need qualification. Among certain
groups, war was evidently more frequently caused by poach-ing. This was
recently stated to me as a generalization by the survivors of the Patwin,
and most of the accounts of specific wars which they were able to relate
With motivation given, bear them out. The same evidently held for the
Pomo. Of seven cases collected by Loeb in regard to the Russian river
and Clear lake Pomo, six begin with food trespasses and one is unexplained
as to cause. However, this motivation as the predominant one appears to
have been more or less localized. The Pomo referred to and the Patwin
Were prosperous and wealthy by native standards of the region, and concentrated in good-sized villages. For the poorer Coast Pomo Loeb relates
two wars, one due to insult and robbery, the other to witchcraft. In anOther part of the state, among the Yokuts, intertribal visiting for foodgathering was so customary, and shamanistic ideas so strongly developed,
that witchcraft was probably a more potent ca'use than poaching.

Associated with the waging of war primarily on account of food
seems to have been some tendency not to celebrate victory with
celebration and dance over scalps or heads. At any rate most the Pomo

trespass
a
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except the Northern ones, and the River Patwin, performed the dance less
regularly than their neighbors, if at all.
A third trait characteristic of the groups in the same region,
or rather a somewhat larger area, is the neutrality of chiefs during
combat. The Patwin specify this; and the Kato account below illustrates
it vividly. The Pomo do not mention the fact, but Loeb's relations leave
room for it. It seems to have been Yuki practice also. A chief might
instigate or even declare war. In a stated open fight he was present,
but as a non-participant, ready to confer with the enemy chief and
terminate the combat. It was he also that made peace; this is clear
from most Pomo accounts. This set of customs assigns the chief a more
definite function and higher status than have been recognized before.
On the other hand, the war leader was not the incumbent of any
office or station, nor even a person of distinction in ordinary times.
Bravery, it seems, was given no social value by the central Californians,
except as a temporarily and specifically useful asset.

The war history that follows was obtained from Bill Ray, Goddard's
chief informant for Kato Texts and Elements of the Kato Language. He also
served as Gifford's informant on Kato kinship. The story refers to certain
events in a bitter embroilment between Kato and Yuki of which other incidents have previously been recorded from the Yuki. Both accounts tell of
the interruption of the warfare by the coming of the whites. The Yuki
version is more anecdotic and personal, concerned with murders and surprise
attacks. The Kato story is mainly that of a series of pitched battles at
agreed times and places during one summer. Between them, the two accounts
probably give a fairly complete picture of the principal events of a
major war ultimately involving a number of tribelets or independent political communities on each side. It seems to be also an objective or at
least unbiased picture.

Unemotional and inexpressive as the central Californians were,
it appears from the narrative that sufficient stimulus would occasionally
throw the Indians of the area involved -- Kato, Wailaki, Yuki, Huchnom,
Northern Pomo -- into a bellicose excitement lasting for months.
Probably the risk involved in the open battling was slight
enough not to dampen seriously the quality of sport which attached to
warfare of this order. The gathering of unaccustomed numbers would tend
to contribute to the attitude of mind. In comparison to the numbers involved, the fatalities must have been fewer in the pitched battles than
in the ambushing and murdering such as the Yuki tell of.
Other features of interest are the merrymaking and abandon at
the dance over trophy heads in the lulls of the campaign; the magic made
to weigh down the foe; and the spreading of the war-fever. What began as
a quarrel between specific Kato and Yuki tribelets, came to involve
further groups of each people and -the Wailaki; went on to a challenge to
the Pomo; and finally resulted in an invitation to a whole series of coast
settlements to fight it out. Evidently old grudges were dragged up after
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the fighting had got well into the blood. The line-up in part ran across
ethnic relationships. The Yukian Huchnom sided with the Athabascan Kato
against the Yuki; Athabascan Wailaki groups seem to have been with both
the Kato and the Yuki; Athabascan Sinkyone and Pomo joined the Coast Yuki
against the Kato.
The Kato Narrative.

Black Rock is a fighting ground.

It is a dark, rocky ridge

about six miles east of here (the present "reservation"

near

Laytonville).

They dug obsidian from the ground there. The Yuki quarreled about this:
they were stingy and did not want the Kato to dig. They also did not like
to see the Laytonville Kato burn over the ground at White Rock. That is
how the war began.
Four girls were eating clover at Martinez, a mile east from here.
not know the Yuki
name of Tatnak, but it lies about four miles below the Dos Rios bridge at
the forks of Eel River. The bodies of the girls were found, one of them
headless, and all the people went out to bring them in. The chief said,
"What will you do?" They tracked the Yuki to Black Rock.

The Yuki from Tatnak killed them in the field. I do

Then the chief sent (messengers) out in various directions, and
the men gathered, about 50 of them. The next day they went west; the day
after, north to Slide; then they went southward to Outlet creek (Huchnom
or Northern Pono). At Laytonville bridge where Johnny Williams lives,
they gathered. The whole field was full of people. The old men said,
"Let us make poison". Some of the young men said, "How?" The old ones
answered, "We shall make it". Then the chief sent siX men: "Go and find
where their camp is." These men went out, found a Yuki camp, returned,
and said, "There are many of them".
Then an old (Kato) man, Fred, dug up a corpse and took an arm
bone. One said, "If you want poison, look for a coyote". At Saisa'nsbi
('sand-heap place'), there was a den where a coyote fed her little ones.
Then a man shoved a log into the hole and said to light it. They put on
Pitch and fanned the flames inward. They could hear the coyote barking
far in the hole. After a time they scraped out the embers and probed
deep in the hole with a stick until they felt the coyotes. They were all
dead, the young ones as well as the big one. They twisted the pole until
they were able to pull them out. Then they skinned them, took out the
sinew from the legs, and waited while it dried on a rock in the sun. After
a time the old man started a little fire. The young men came to see; he
half burned the sinew and also the human bone. It was now dark and they
all danced there. Then the old man took his bone with the sinew tied to
it, pointed it toward Eel river (where the Yuki lived), and blew through
it. That was the poison. Those Yuki in the morning would be weak,
Stupified, unable to get up.
Next day they all went out, taking the bone with them.

Two men

Were sent northeast to notify the Yuki that they would be ready to fight
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tomorrow. They came back and reported:
the smoke rises they will fight."

"They will burn the grass.

When

Then the people here also burned the ground, and were ready.
When they fought, they shot with their arrows as far as from here to
there (fifty to sixty yards). It was a big fight. I think there must
have been 700 (sic) in it. On both sides some stood and looked on. When
any became exhausted, these stepped into the fight in their place. No one
drank: there was no time for it.

The chiefs stood on each side and told each other how many had
been killed. The Yuki chief said: "Six are killed." "On this side three."
Then our chief said to his people, "Enough! Stop! Don't fight any more.
In ten days we will begin again." So they stopped fighting, but stood
there and quarreled. Some, to make the enemy angry, would show a cut-off
head. "Whose is it?" they shouted. Then they carried their dead back and
camped in the flat at Panchnande'hding. I saw it all: we big boys went
out on the mountain to look on. I was about fourteen then.
After ten days it was reported: "They want to fight again."
The chief said, "Good! I have my men here". So they watched for the
smoke. "There is the fire now; they are coming." Then they made a fire
here too. So they came together. They dodged as if dancing, sideways.
The chief would say to someone, "You have never fought before, go in".
If one was killed they would carry him out and another came into his place.
They were naked, sweating, and without drinking. Sometimes one side drove
the other. The chief walked about, watched the battle, looked at the sun,
but never shot. Then he would call, "Enough", and they stopped. "How
many are killed on your side?" "Two. And on yours?" "One." "It is
enough." Then they stopped. The chief orated to his people. "We will
try it again at Se'tang" (a standing rock at George Knight's place). The
people agreed to come again in ten days and bring more men.
The Kato chief sent westward and eastward, and south as far as
Outlet creek, to gather fighters. Two young men came in and reported that
there were many tribes (Yuki village groups) assembled in Round Valley now.
The chief said, "I have my men ready". Then they saw smoke on "Sam Holman".
When they came to Martifnez, they could hear them shouting from far off; they
were angry already. So the chiefs told them to fight. They shot until
three were killed. The Yuki lost two. The dead were taken away, new men
entered, and the fight went on. The chiefs watched and thought and decided that they would end soon. The fighters were becoming more angry.
"Let us stop." The other chief agreed. So they stopped and stood in
two bodies while the chiefs conferred. The Yuki chief said, "We will
try it at another place, at White Rock, farther north."

Then they fought there with the Yuki. Soon they drove the Yuki
down towards the river; then the Yuki drove them back. Now all shouted,
"Let us fight them", and abused the enemy, and the arrows began to fall
like snow. The Yuki shot back and killed two. Then they stood and rested,
but quarreled and began shooting again. One of us was killed, and four of
the Yuki. That was too many. The Yuki chief took off his hair-net, waved
it, and shouted. The Kato chief did the same, and each line gathered into
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a body, while the chiefs conferred and agreed to stop for the day.

man was shot, his skin stripped off him as if he had been scalded.

If a
This

was from the (magical) poison put on the obsidian arrowheads.

So they all came back here and buried their dead. Then the
chief stood up and orated. "What do you think? Do you want to fight
the Sherwood people (Northern Pomo)? Let us fight them here." The SherWood people had burned a Kato dance house at Nonina'tading (on the Manchester place, four or five miles from here, on the other side of the town
Of Cahto). Then two men went to Willits, going in a circuit westward and
then southward. They went to Calpella, to Walker valley, and to Potter
valley. Then the. chief sent word to Jackson valley, Alder Flat, and to
Horseshoe Bend. All the young men went northeast to Slide. Next day

they went on below Cummings to Bangkastsa'idang, and the day after they

lelincho'hding

beyond Red mountain. Then they came back to
Seincha'dang, Blue Rock, and to Se'talbai yokta'kut (gray stone in the
middle) on this side of Cow mountain; then to Kwi'nteLchbi, the little
valley where Jim White's place is; and from there they returned to the
camp from which they had started out. Now they were assembled and ready
for the Sherwood people, watching for smoke. The Sherwood people saw
their smoke at TochiLkat, about three quarters of a mile southwest of here.
Then the Kato started south. "Where shall we begin to fight?" they said.
They lined up near Box Springs at Tocha'ns ('muddy water'). There the two
chiefs said, "Go on now, fight." And they began. You cannot well hit a
man at fifty or sixty yards on account of his dodging, so the Sherwood
people tried to kill our men by catching them, and sometimes nearly succeeded. The women were shouting off in the woods. Then the Pomo were
over a narrow trail. The Kato kept driving
driven to N
them back toward Sherwood flat. Here they made a stand, but were driven
to the open place where the Sherwood house later stood. Then the chiefs
Said, "It is enough", and waved their hair-nets and stopped the battle.

went to

The Kato chief said, "Now let us dance. Come here, you, and
sing." They began to dance with a head which they had taken, and all
shouted, "Whose head is this?" "I will kill you yet", would be the
answer from the other side. In dancing they threw the head up and others
caught it. This was done to anger the enemy. The chief did not speak
badly to the enemy, but merely talked to his own people. Then they all
bathed in the creek at Johnny Williams' and washed their hair with soaproot to make it shine. In those days they wore their hair long, so that
You could not tell if it were a man's or a woman's. They cooked and ate
and gathered dry grass to sit on and keep clean; they talked, laughed,
and rested before returning home. Then the chief said, "I want to see
the women dance". So they called out two good singers, All the girls
and women came, pulled out the bone hairpin which they had stuck through
the hair at the nape, and shook their hair out. They were painted with
White earth or "chalk" that had been gathered near Slide. Then they
danced and made love and did not quarrel and everyone was happy.
After dancing they said, "We will go home now". The chief said,
is good; but what do you wish to do about the Coast people? My 'father'
Was killed by them. I will send you word about that." They agreed, and he
asked when they wished to go to the Coast; they answered that they would

"It
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go whenever he directed. At Bangkastsa'idang, below Cummings, was a
large settlement, so the chief ordered they should be sent for. He sent
also for the people of Lelingcho'hdig ; of Yehli'nding; of Kwi'nteLchbi;
of Leto'mi, Sulphur Springs, north of Sherwood; of U'si" dang, at the
head of this valley to the southeast of here; of Di'neschohkut on Willow
creek. All these they sent to. "That will be enough", said the chief.

Then messengers went to Usal, to Westport, and to Mussel Rock.
They said, "You once killed three of our men. We shall fight on account
of that". Word was sent (by the challenged) to Ten Mile River; to Seno'
ngading at Laguna (probably Cleone), north of Fort Bragg; to KwinteLya'chbi
at Little valley, a mile east of Fort Bragg; to L'ocho'bi, Bald hills, on
the ridge near Fort Bragg. All these were on the other side. They
gathered at Mussel Rock and sent two men here to say, "Come tomorrow;
we are ready and have a good place to fight".
Then the Kato gathered at Williams', traveled over to the Coast,
and fought. Two Kato were killed and one (or more?) Wailaki; four on the
other side. They fought on all day but no more were killed. Each side
had taken one head. Such heads are dirty and smell like a seal; the eyes
shrivel. When they have dried enough, they are scalped. I smelled them
when I was young. The Coast people took their head to Sa'iuni beyond Ten
Mile river, where there was open ground from which they could see far;
and there they danced. Our side all came to Cahto and danced there.

This fight took place at Lo'hkaichokat ('white grass mountain'),
on a hillside close to the shore. There was a village there with a dancehouse. All the fights happened in one summer. This one at Lo'hkaichokat
was the last one. Immediately afterwards the white people came and everything of the sort stopped.
Sometimes when they met a man from another place they would
invite him to come home with them and give him food. Then four or five
or six people would suddenly seize him and he would be killed.

The war dance was made in an open flat by an open fire. It was
not made in a house on account of (fear of) the head; the head was kept
out-doors at all times. The dance would go on for a number of days so
that all could take part in it, one group after another.

*

THE CALIFORNIA ABORIGINES

Stephen Powers

In the Atlantic Monthly, of March, 1874, there was published an
article entitled "Aborigines of California", in which I presented facts tending to show that these aborigines are descended from the Chinese. The conclusions which were arrived at in that paper have been questioned, on the
ground that, however great may be their likeness to the Celestials, they
cannot be descended from them, since they have no pottery, no hieroglyphics,
and no monuments; and the time never has been in the historical period when
the Chinese were without these. It is argued that no people could lose the
art of pottery, or even if they lost the art itself, that the pottery would
remain, being almost indestructible. It is not intended to rehearse in
this paper the arguments there presented in favor of a Chinese origin, but
merely to offer some facts and suggestions as to these Indians and their
predecessors on the coast.

The Voy collection, in the University Museum, contains a large
number of pre-aboriginal stone implements; but there is no link to connect
the race who made them with the present one except e deteins. In fact,
Since the California Indians of today have no monuments or pottery, there is
no link except those of language, customs, etc., to connect them with any race;
hence the consideration of monuments and the like is pretty much eliminated
from the discussion as between them and the Chinese. Even if the very few
remains found today served to prove that a pre-aboriginal race brought the
ceramic art from China and practiced it here, it would still remain to show
that the people were the ancestors of the California Indians. There is a
gap somewhere, which cannot be passed except per soltum.
The simple fact of the almost total lack of ceramic remains, and
the character of the relics found in the Alameda and other shell mounds, show
that the present race must either have supplanted or descended from one
which was little more advanced than themselves. The few and simple stone
implements used by the California Indians resemble, in their main purpose
and design, those of the extinct races exhumed in the shell-mounds, only
they are conspicuously ruder and simpler. Take the stone mortars for instance.
The pre-aboriginal mortar is carefully dressed on the outside, and has three
general shapes; either flattish and round, or shaped like a duck's egg, with a
bowl on the side, or with the bowl in the large end, and the small end inserted

*

Proceedings of the California Academy of Science, Vol. 5, pp. 392-396,
1875. (Powers' theory of cultural degeneration is also expounded in
his Tribes of California, 1877, pp. 432-435.)
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into the ground. But the Indian takes a small bowlder of trap or greenstone,
and beats out a hollow in it, leaving the outside rough. Whenever one is seen
ini possessioti of a mortar dressed on the outside, he will acknowledge that he
dLid not make It, but found It; in other words, it is pre-aboriginal. The preaborigines used handsomely dressed pestles, evenly tapered to the upper end, or
else a uniform cylinder for about three fourths of the length, with the remaining
fourth also uniform, but smaller, for a hand-hold; but the squaw nowadays picks
up a long, slender cobble, from the brook. The pre-aborigines fought with heavy
knives, or swords, carved out of jasper or obsidian, which were, probably, used
as daggers rather than as swords; that is, the combantants sought to pierce each
other with the point, instead of dealing blows with the edge. The Indians of
today fight with rough stones, such as they pick up, choosing those which are long
and sharp-pointed; and their constant aim is to strike each other in the face with
the points, just as their predecessors or ancestors probably did with their carved
knives. The pre-aborigines made, out of sandstone or other soft stones, a small
and almost perfect sphere, as an acorn-sheller; but the squaw nowadays simply
selects a smooth cobble from the brook for this purpose. In the collection of
A. W. Chase, Esq., of the U.S. Coast Survey, there are spindle whorls of stone,
some of them found in mounds made by extinct tribes, and other found among the
Klamath River Indians and the Nome Lackees, all of which bear a close resemblance;
and in this instance, there is no perceptible deterioration in the workmanship.
I strongly suspect, howiever, if the Indians possessing these implements had been
closely questioned, they would have acknowledged that they found them, and did
not make them, just as they acknowledge in regard of the superior stone mortars
and pestles. That is, they are really indebted to their ancestors for them.
Near Freestone, Sonoma County, I saw in possession of its finder, what was probably a spindle whorl of pottery - the only instance of the kind I know of. In
regard to tobacco-pipes, the deterioration is not so manifest, for I have seen
soapstone pipes of as handsome workmanship as any obtained from the mounds. But
I still think there is deterioration shown, in the fact that the Indians nowadays
use so many wooden pipes of the rudest construction; though we have no means of
showing that their ancestors did not use equally poor ones, since their wooden
pipes, if they had any, have perished. Then again, as to the shell mounds themI am of opinion -that they are merely the accumulations of a race of men
selves.
who dived for clams, as the Wintoons of the Upper Sacramento do to this day, to
a limited extent. In other words, the Wintoons and other tribes are descended
from a people who were more energetic and industrious than themselves.

Langsdorff and La Perouse both mention that they saw many Indians with
magnificent beards, but now they are almost totally destitute of beards. Whether
the ever-increasing drought and dessication of the Pacific Coast, which have swept
away the ancient forests, have also destroyed the beards of the aborigines, is a
question I am not competent to determine.

The two "Village Sentinels",-as the Eurocs call them, at the mouth of
the Klamath, and the human head carved in stone near the Geysers, seem to be
relics of former idolatry; and indeed the legends connected with the latter state
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Their religion now, if they can be said
to have any, is a near approach to fetichism; that is, the worship of animals,
Such as the coyote, thie white owl, the black eagle, etc. Fetichism is a lower
rorm of religion than idolatry.

that their ancestors were idolaters.

There are two legends - one among the Cahrocs of the Klamaths, and
one among the Pallegawonaps of Kern River - which, in my opinion, are undoubtedly a corrupted version of some old zodiac-myth, and therefore point to a
remotely semi-civilized origin for their narrators.
I might extend these instances and comparisons, but it is not necessary.
The California Indians, like their predecessors, belong unmistakably to the
Stone Age; and the fact that they have degenerated to a lower grade in that
age, argues strongly that their ancestors, after crossing the sea, might have
degenerated from the Bronze Age or the Iron Age of China.

For these reasons, I am disposed to believe that the California Indians
have simply deteriorated from what we (perhaps erroneously) call a preaboriginal race; and ultimately, from the Chinese. Instances are not wanting
where a people have retrograded from civilization almost to barbarism in the
course of many centuries. Witness the Fellahs, who are supposed to be descended
directly from the ancient Egyptians. China itself, with all its vast populations, has stood still for twenty centuries; and a colony from it wandering
into a new land, where the abundance of nature and the genial climate invited
them to relax the efforts which a crowded community had necessitated for the
maintenance of life, might degenerate to a low point without difficulty. When
the Chinese of today come to this land of plenty, how poor are the dwellings
and implements they construct for themselves, compared with those they used in
China. How poor are our own, compared with those we made in the East!
I do not forget that the Indians, almost with one accord, attribute
these superior stone implements to a race older and other than their own.
There is also a Neestenaw legend which cannot be very well explained, except
On the supposition of a reference to an earlier race of' cannibals, from whom
tneir forefathers suffered grewsome damage. On the other hand, they all
insist that their progenitors were created from the soil where they now live (to
take all their accounts, there must have been a hundred of these "special
creations" in California); so that their legends are not consistent.

The theory of degeneration above advanced, is quite in accord with
the climatic changes and the deforestation which have taken place on this coast,
even within the historical period. We know. from the statements of Biscayno
and other early Spanish explorers, that extensive forests were flourishing
near San Diego and Monterey, three hundred years ago, where now there are none.
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Biscayno says the natives of Santa Catalina Island had large
wooden canoes, capable of sea voyages, whereas that island is now comparatively
treeless. Fossil remains have been discovered in Southern California and Arizona,
which indicate that there were once heavy forests where now are barren, windswept plains. Ruins of great walled cities, and large systems of irrigating
ditches, in Arizona and New Mexico, on the Gila, Little Colorado, De Chaco, San
Juan, and other streams, plainly show that these regions once contained an
agricultural population, who were ultimately driven out by the ever-increasing
drought and the failure of the streams. The great sequoias, on the high Sierra,
may, perhaps, be the last lingerers of a gigantic race of forest trees, which
the changed climatic conditions of California have destroyed from the plains.
We know that the deforestation of Babylonia, Assyria, Palestine, and
Greece, has been accompanied by a corresponding deterioration of the inhabitants,
and it may have been, also, largely the cause of it.

While there is nothing to show that the present race of California
Indians are descended from an agricultural people, like the New Mexican Pueblos,
there is much to show that their predecessors were superior to them, and that
their predecessors were also their ancestors. The California Indians are simply
a poor copy of the people whom we usually call pre-aborigines; but the copy
follows the original so closely that there can be little doubt that it is a copy
made by transmission.
In New Mexico, there is a large and powerful tribe called the Navajoes.
There are good evideences that they are descended from the Hoopaws of this state,
and that they have migrated, within comparatively recent times, from the Trinity
or the Klamath. Of these evidences I will here mention only one - the similarity
of their numerals, as shown in the following table:
Hoopaw

..Nach.

Two

Three

.Chlah.

.

One

.Tach.

.

..Tinckh.

Four

Navajo

Kli.
Nahkee.
Tah.
Dteen.

Five

..Chwolch.

Estlahh.

Six

..Hostan.

Hostonn.

Seven

Eight

..Ochkit.

Susett.

.Cahnem.

Seepee.

.

Nocostah.

Nine .

Ten .Minchlah

Nastyy.

Nisnahh.

The Navajoes today are superior to the Hoopaws, perhaps not in prowess,
but certainly in the arts of peace. They possess the arts of weaving and pottery,
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which the Hoopaws know nothing about; but it is considered probably that
they acquired those arts from the Pueblo Indians since their migration.
Hence, the Navajoes offer no argument against the theory of degeneration. If
they carried those arts with them from California, they powerfully confirm
the theory, so far as the Hoopaws are concerned.
I offer this paper, not as an exhaustive treatise on this subject,
but as giving some facts and theories which I hope others, more capable, will
work out more fully.
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NOTES ON THE NORTHERN WINTUN INDIANS*
F. B. Washington

The following notes are based on the writer's boyhood recollections,
forty and more years ago, of the Indians called Nomlaki, then living in the
western part of Tehama County, along the upper portion of Elder and Thomes
Creeks, in the vicinity of Lowrey, Paskenta, and Henleyville. The largest
village with which the author was personally acquainted was on a confluent
of Elder Creek, a few miles north of Henleyville.
In physical appearance these Indians were quite different from
those of Pit River, and from the Konkaus of Maidu stock, who lived back of
Chico. They were of medium stature and not notably inclined to be stout.
Their features were good, and many women had beautiful hands and feet. The
women generally wore their hair banged across the forehead. The men, as a
rule, wore their hair short, searing it off with a coal. The beard was
usually pulled out. The pubic hair was not removed, as it was by the Yuki
and Pit River Indians. Tattooing was practised somewhat, but not extensively. The nose was occasionally perforated. I have some remembrance of
seeing three or four shell beads (mempak) used as an ornament worn in the
nose, but this was not customary. In general, bodily mutilations were not

practised.
The various tribes of neighboring stocks were different from the
Nomlaki in habits, implements, and physical appearance. The Yuki to the west
were shorter, darker, rather broad, and with short necks and square shoulders.
They were simpler or of a lower order in most things pertaining to their
houses and mode of life. They were said to store no food, but to live from
day to day. The Pit River Indians to the northeast resembled eastern Indians
in general appearance, looking as though they might be related to tribes such
as the Cheyenne. Their sharp eyes and pronounced features contrasted with
the heavier and rather square features of the Nomalki. The Konkay, of Maidu
stock, to the east, -seemed taller than the Nomlaki, and in certain ways resembled
Hawaiians in their appearance.
The Nomlaki lived in a beautiful country with rolling hills and valleys,
well watered and wooded. There were many springs, and it was near these that
they generally lived. While the country mostly inhabited was between the
Sacramento River and the Coast Range, trips were made to the river for the
salmon-runs, and in the fall to gather wild grapes, while pine-nuts were
gathered in the mountains. The mountains proper were not ordinarily inhabited.
There was a strip of probably about twenty-five miles where no one lived.
The crest of the range was the dividing-line between the two peoples. Any one
found over the divide was likely to precipitate trouble. There was not very

*The Journal of American Folk-Lore, Vol. XXII, Jan.-March, 1909, No. LXXXIII,
pp. 2-5.
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much intercourse across the Sacramento River. The people east of the river
were reputed more warlike. The Nomlaki do not appear to have been troubled
much with wars, the river protecting them on one side, and the mountains on
the other. Ordinarily they lived perhaps ten or fifteen miles west of the
river, and five or six miles east of the mountains. They themselves were
peaceable and free from care. Having almost always abundant food and easy
circumstances, they lacked incentive to war and expeditions for plunder.
Within their own speech or family they called the people to the
north of them Wailaki ("north language"), and those to the south Noimok.

Articles of trade were principally salt, obsidian, and shells for
beads. Salt was gathered by the Nomlaki at salt springs, and was always
more or less mixed with dirt.
Obsidian was obtained by trade. A lump as large as a man's head
brought articles to the value of twenty dollars. It was chipped with a wire
about the size of a lead pencil.- A piece of skin was used with it to
protect the hand.
The shells used for making beads came from the south. They were
large clams, four or five inches long and three inches wide. These beads,
which were called mempak ("water-bone"), were the principal article of value
and exchange. Their value depended on their thickness rather than on their
size, and also in large measure on their age and the degree of polish which
they had acquired by carrying and use.

Cylinders of colored stone perforated longitudinally, and strung
with disk beads, were brought from Lake County, and were very valuable,
bringing from five to ten dollars.
Shells and shell beads other than mempak were not much used.
and haliotis were known and somewhat employed, but were little valued.

Dentalia

The principal villages were more or less permanently inhabited. They
were always situated where wood and water were abundant, and consisted
usually of about five or six houses. These were often arranged more or less
regularly in rows. The houses in appearance were mound-shaped. The supports
and frame were of oak logs and were thatched. The entrance was low, so that
it was necessary to stoop to pass through it. In the centre of the house was
the fire, the smoke coming out through a hole at the top. The houses were
small, averaging perhaps a dozen feet in diameter.
The so-called sweat-house, which was really a dance-house, was
larger. The ground was excavated for it. The frame rested largely on a centre
pole from which logs radiated. The centre pole was not used in the dwellinghouses. The dance-house was not used for ordinary purposes or sleeping. It
was distinctly festive and ceremonial in character. It was not used for
sweating. Many of these houses were built where there was no water available
for swimming after a sweat.
Conditions of life were unusually favorable. The country was
covered with wild oats, which had only to be beaten into baskets when ripe.
The hills were studded with oaks, from which acorns were obtained. From these
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both bread and soup were made. The bread was of two kinds, one white, the
other black. The latter was rather sweet, and appears to have been made with
the admixture of a certain kind of clay. At any rate, this clay was used as
food, being mixed with acorn-flour. The wild oats were parched with livecoals in flat circular baskets, which were given a continuous tossing motion.
The coals not only roasted the grains, but burned the chaff. After parching,
the oats were pounded to meal. Buckeyes were eaten after the poison had been
extracted by leaching or filtration.
There was some provision for the future in the matter of vegetable
food. Inclosures of wattles for preserving oats and seeds were made near
the house, and sometimes in the house. Acorns were also stored. Besides
other methods, the following was employed in years when there was a large
crop. The acorns were put into boggy holes near a spring, where the water
flowed over them continuously. In this way they would keep for years.
Their fishing was very simple. Salmon in many cases could literally
be scooped out, especially when they ran up small streams. Fish-traps of
branches were also quickly and readily made. These had wing-dams leading to
them; and the fish, on arriving at the end of the trap, rolled out of the
water. The Sacramento River at certain seasons was full of salmon, so that
from this source alone the Indians were absolutely relieved from serious
trouble about their food.
Game was equally abundant, the quantity of deer and elk being
enormous. Rabbits and squirrels were of course proportionately plentiful.
The principal method of hunting was driving. In this way rabbits and deer
were killed. Large parties were formed to drive the game over a certain
territory to a particular point. Much noise was made to confuse the animals,
which were finally driven into nets. In hunting.rabbits, knobbed throwingsticks were used. These were perhaps four feet long, made of a stick from
a shrub with a piece of root attached. The thickness was about that of a
man's thumb. The Indians could throw these sticks with great accuracy, and
kill rabbits more effectively with them than with arrows. Besides being
important in the hunt, these sticks were used in games of skill.

cleaned.
crushed.

When rabbits and small game were killed, the body was skinned and
It was then laid on a stone and pounded with a pestle until thoroughly
After this it was cooked and eaten entire.

Grasshoppers, larvae of bees and wasps, and worms, were eaten.
Snakes and lizards were not eaten, and much aversion was felt to the oysters
of the whites. Grasshoppers were captured by being driven after the grass
had been fired. Worms were taken when the ground was sodden with rain. A
stick was put into the earth and worked around and around. All the worms
within a radius of five or six feet came rushing out of the ground, and were
simply gathered up. They were eaten cooked.
The chief possessed little but nominal authority. Conditions may
possible have been different in this respect before the coming of the Americans.
One of the principal functions of a chief or prominent man was haranguing.
The speaker used a different inflection of the voice when haranguing, and
repeated words over and over. Much of the harangues was difficult to understand.
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They were unintelligible to me, and appear to have been partly so at least to
the younger Indians. A man that could harangue well was considered an
important person.
There was no system of punishment for crime or offence. I never
knew of a case of murder within the tribe. Adultery does not seem to have
been punished except by beating. The Indians did not seem to have violent
passions, but were a jolly, light-hearted people.
They were taciturn only on one occasion. If one went for a visit,
there was no greeting. The visitor sat down, and for some time no one said
a word. This was customary and proper when a visit was made. After a
considerable time they would begin to speak of the object of the visit.

Ordinarily only three terms of color were used, -- kula ("black");
tluyoka ("white"); and tedeka ("colored").
When a person saw a desirable piece of fallen wood, he stood it
up against a tree, thereby establishing his ownership of it. This ownership
was respected. In general, the indians were not at all thievish. Fire-wood
was sometimes brought in by the men as well as by the women.
At death, mourners, usually old women, often came from a distance.
They were paid for their services. They blackened their faces and breasts
with tar, allowing it to remain on the skin until it fell off. The younger
women ordinarily did not disfigure themselves in this way. The hair was cut
short in mourning. Crying, lamenting, and singing went on during the day and
at night. Valuables were generally buried with the body. The effects of the
dead were burned. In addition to these observances at the death,-gatherings
for the purpose of mourning for the dead were held also at other times.

The names of the dead were not mentioned. People were also very
reluctant to mention their own names, and were offended if asked.
One of the principal amusements was shooting at a mark with arrows.
Another game was to throw hunting-sticks at a mark. What was known as the
grass game was used for gambling. This was a guessing-game played with bones
held in the hand. In addition, there was a guessing-game played with a
large number of slender sticks resembling the game-sets of the Hupa.

There were professional doctors who were paid for their services.
Their chief remedy was sucking. Medicines were used little or not at all.
The doctors put objects into their mouths and pretended to draw them from the
sick person. Often this object seems to have been a piece of deer-sinew chewed
until white and soft.
These Indians possessed secret societies. They were reluctant to
reveal anything concerning them. One was called po'mali ("fire-makers"). In
dances, head-bands of yellowhammer-feathers were used. On special occasions
there were also large headdresses of eagle-feathers. In dancing, certain
persons acted extravagantly, apparently to provoke applause. At a girl's
first menstruation there was a ceremony at which a dance was held.
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WINTLJN SALMON TAKING;

*

B. B. Redding

The ingenuity displayed by the Wintoon Indians, of the McCloud,
in capturing salmon, shows a knowledge of some of the laws of physics
hardly to be expected from so primitive a people. Except when on their
spawning-beds, the salmon is so wary a fish that it cannot be approached
nearer than thirty or forty feet. If a man's moving shadow falls on the
water, all the salmon in the vicinity dart up stream.
These Indians, when the salmon are running, wade into the river
and drive down two stakes in the form of St. Andrew's Cross. These are
fastened together with willow withes. A couple of poles are now laid, extending from the shore, and resting in the arms of the cross. On these
poles, directly over the channel where the fish pass, a wicker structure
of willow is erected, in the form of a tall beehive. This is so closely
woven with branches and leaves as to shut out the light. It is open at
the bottom, which extends to within a few inches of the running water. It
has also an opening at the side nearest the shore sufficiently large to
admit the head, shoulders, and arms of the Indian. A small hole is also
left at the top, through which the shaft of the spear passes. Everything
being ready, the Indian lies on the poles, his head and arms in the beehive, and the remainder of his body and his legs resting on the poles outside.
No light comes to his eyes except that coming up through the water. His
whole contrivance is, in fact, constructed upon the principle of the watertelescope, and the same knowledge is displayed of the laws of light as is
made use in constructing a modern aquarium. The Indian can see to the
bottom of the stream, and all the fish that pass, while the fish cannot see
him. With his spear always poised, and ready for instant use, but few of
the unsuspecting salmon escape, that venture to pass beneath his structure.

* The

Californian, November, 1881.
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NOTES ON THE MAIDU INDIANS OF BUTTE COUNTY

D. L. Spencer

Meteors. -- Meteors (Satoia) were thought to be women. By
some the sight of a meteor was considered to be an ill omen. Others regarded it as of less consequence, and believed that a few words and motions
of the hands were sufficient to drive away the bad influence. If several
meteors were seen itL close succession, it was an indication that people
were on the move for war. If a meteor fell or appeared to fall on the
earth, the place and its surroundings for some distance were shunned,
though no special demonstration was made. Hunting or food-gathering was
avoided about the spot for one season only. The luminous trail of the
meteor was thought to be the old woman's long hair. It was believed that
the old women appearing as meteors were from many tribes from long ago, and
would continue to wander-about in the sky.

Chamlakhu. -- Chamlakhu was an old man living in the trees, differing from human beings only in the fact that his hands and feet were armed
with long bear-like claws. Although not known to commit injury, he was
greatly feared. The sight of him was sure to cause a run to camp. If he
Was seen in spring when vegetation was in bloom, sickness was likely to be
the ill fortune of the person seeing him. His tribe or rancheria would
not be affected. In such a case a medicine-man was called in. The Chamlakhu
rarely ran on the ground, and then only in a shambling way, with his arms
fanning the air like wings. He could spring a long distance from tree to
tree, He had a long beard, and hair that reached to the ground.

Rattlesnake. -- The rattlesnake (s ja) is much feared. The skin
or rattles are never used. It was the rattlesnake that brought about the
first death. It is thought to be non-poisonous when it is drinking, at
Which time it lays aside its poison until it has finished.

Miuku. -- Miuku was a small animal living in swampy places, and
exceedingly difficult to capture, being rarely seen by day. It resembled
a fawn in size, shape, and color, except that its feet were like a coyote's.
Its name was derived from its cry, miuku. If one was captured, it was
divided among the hunters, its parts being considered exceptionally powerful
charms for hunting deer.
Flint-Working and Arrows. -- Flint for arrow-heads was sometimes
bought from other people. Most of the obsidian from which arrow-points,
spear-points, knives, and charms were made was mined on Table Mountain,
near Oroville. Detached pieces of flint that had been broken away by
erosion, or brought down by slides or floods, were sometimes picked up in
river-beds or in old grave-deposits. Such pieces were used like those obtained from a distance. The only permanent flint ledge known to the present
people is in Plumas County, about twelve miles northeast from the Butte
County line, in what is known as the Pinket Ravine. This ledge is about
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ten inches wide, and the flint is of many colors. From the many excavations
it appears as if the diggers had followed down on the lead until the walls
grew too hard. Thereupon a new hole would be started from the surface.
This flint was not worked at the place of excavation, but was carried away
in large pieces. Other kinds of rock were also used. In fact, any rock
that would flake well was shaped into arrow-heads and spear-points. While
there were many arrow-points made of obsidian, this material was not considered the best for that purpose. After the coming of the whites, glass
was often used for arrow-points; but while, like obsidian, it was easy to
work, it was too readily broken. If an arrow of glass or obsidian struck
wood or a hard substance, it invariably broke; while a point of less
brittle rock, such as flint, could often be used a number of times.

An arrow that had killed one or more deer or other animals was
highly prized. While all arrows were similar in general construction, there
are noticeable differences in setting the flint or in the shaping of the head.
These differences enable one man to distinguish his arrows from those of
others. All arrows for small game and birds were provided with wooden points,
stone-pointed arrows being used for hunting larger animals and in war. The
wooden points were made from the holly-berry bush. After removal of the
bark, the wood was hardened by a slight scorching. All crooks were straightened between the teeth. The joint of the shaft and the wooden point was
wrapped with sinew so as to prevent the shaft from splitting down. The
wooden-pointed arrows were used only for ranges of from seventy-five to
one hundred feet. Beyond that distance the aim was uncertain, as the arrow
had a tendency to rise.
Accuracy of aim in hunting deer did not extend beyond a distance
of two hundred feet. Deer were often hit at a greater distance, but more
shots were missed than hit. All long shots were made with flint-tipped
arrows. It not infrequently happened that young men were overcome with
buck ague (nervousness). If they admitted this, they were severely censured
by the older people of the rancheria. When drives were made, as was quite
common, most of the deer were shot from ambush. All game captured on such
occasions was divided as equally as could be among those taking part. The
heads and offals were generally given to old people. The sinews from the
back and legs were carefully dried and preserved.

The manufacture of bows, arrows, salmon-spears, and fish-nets
was regarded with superstitious beliefs. If a man bought any such articles
from the maker, and should meet with good luck in his hunting or fishing,
credit was given to the manufacturer. He was believed to have put upon
the articles a good influence, and was sure to be kept busy at work until
by a turn of fortune his manufactures failed.
Buumo. -- Buu is the circular sand depression in which acorns are
leached. 0 is rock. Buumo therefore signifies "a leaching-place of stone."
The Buumo is situated about ten miles northeast of Bidwell's Bar, in Butte

County.

Formerly, when the people were animals, the bear, deer, panther,
and other large animals called a dance for the people of the valley, where
the Buumo is now. The raccoon, the gray fox, the rabbit, and many others
were invited.. The bear was selected as runner to carry the strings .(of
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invitation) for the dance.
There was ill feeling between the Coyote (Heno) and the Bat (Olela).
Both were considered bad men. As a meeting of the two was likely to bring
about trouble, it was agreed that Olela's half-brother, Wohahamp, thie large
Bat, should use his influence to prevent Olela's attendance. Coyote was
allowed to come at all times. Before the dance Olela injured his foot, so
that he walked lame. The morning before the dance his older half-brother
said to him, "You are lame. You had better not go to the dance. If any
presents are given, I will bring yours home to you." Olela answered, "Very
well, I will remain. You go, and if there are presents bring me mine."
It had been agreed that no arms were to be brought by either
Coyote's party or Olela's party. On the morning of the dance the large bat
started for the place of meeting, leaving his arms behind. When he was out
of sight, Olela said, "I think there is something wrong. Coyote intends
mischief. I will follow my brother's tracks and see what I can discover."
Gathering up his bow and arrows, he followed at a safe distance until he
came to a point that overlooked the dance-place. Here he remained in hiding.
Many people were already assembled, but Coyote was not to be seen. The women
were in the act of preparing acorn-meal for soup.

In the afternoon Olela saw in the distance Coyote, and with him a
large following. Before they reached the place of meeting, they halted behind some large rocks. After a time they came out and proceeded to the
dance-place. As soon as Olela saw that Coyote and his people were well under
way, he went in a round-about direction until he reached the rock where they
had stopped. Behind the rocks he found bows and arrows and spears hidden.
lie began to pick them up. When he had gathered them all, he took them away
and hid them.

As soon as Coyote came to the meeting, he began to make free with
the women. As Olela had a wife and a sister at the dance, he soon saw
enough to make him jealous. Proceeding at once to the crowd, he began to
abuse Coyote. Coyote and he were soon fighting. As Olela was still lame
and unable to hold his own against Coyote, his people soon joined the
struggle, and before long every one was involved. Olela freed himself from
Coyote's grasp, and, running to the hidden weapons, returned with them.
He and his people then slew many of Coyote's people. Olela continued to
shoot until a woman struck him on the wing with a small flat basket. The
blow pained him so much that he returned home. The dance did not take place;
but the leaching-place which the women had used, and the tracks of the bear
and the deer, may still be seen.
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REPORT OF THE EXPEDITION AGAINST THE
INDIANS IN THE NORTHERN PART OF THIS STATE
Wm. C. Kibbe

MESSAGE
State of California, Executive Department
Sacramento, January 18th, 1860.
To the Honorable the Assembly of the State of California:
I herewith transmit, fQr the consideration of your Honorable Body,
the report of Adjutant-General Kibbe, with other documents, relating to the
late expedition commanded by him, in suppressing Indian hostilities in Tehama,
and adjoining counties, the aggregate expenses of which, according to the
report, amount to the sum of sixty-nine thousand four hundred and sixty-eight
dollars and forty-three cents.

While I admit the necessity which led to this expedition, and freely
acknowledge the eminent services rendered by the officers and men composing
the command, the expenses, so large in amount, would seem to demand a rigid
scrutiny.

If it be intended to pay these expenses by direct appropriation of
money, a few such will bankrupt the State Treasury. I recommend that the whole
subject be referred to a committee, with power to send for persons and papers,
with a view to a thorough investigation.
We now have a full treasury, and are enabled to pay all immediate demands upon it in cash. If these appropriations are continued, according to
the precedent established at the last session of the Legislature, instead of
being able to reduce taxation, as recommended by one of my immediate predecessors,
we will have to fall back on the old script basis, which proved so ruinous to
the interests of the State.

Expenses of this nature are legally chargeable to the General Government, and it would seem advisable to issue bonds as evidence of indebtedness
against the State, instead of a direct appropriation of money.
John G. Downey,
Governor

* Published separately by Chas. T.
pp.

Botts,
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State

Printer, Sacramento, 1860,

REPORT
Office Quartermaster and Adjutant-General
Sacramento, California, January 16, 1860.

To His Excellency,
John G. Downey,
Governor of California:
Sir;-- I have the honor to report that in obedience to the orders of one of your
Excellency's immediate predecessors, issued on the second of August, A.D. 1859,
I proceeded to Tehama County, and on the sixteenth of the same month, organized
a company of volunteers, with which I at once took the field in pursuit of those
Indians, whose frequent hostilities had given rise to the necessity for such an
expedition. Their depredations were chiefly confined to the white population of
that tract of country extending from Butte Creek on the south, to the head of Pitt
River on the north, embracing an extent of more than one hundred square miles,
with rugged and lofty mountains, precipitous defiles, hidden valleys, and secure
fastnesses intervening, to which they retreated for security, after having made
a sudden and successful foray; driving off the stock, destroying the improvements,
and not unfrequently murdering in cold blood the defenseless inhabitants of
that sparsely settled region. Indeed, in the tract of country designated, these
Indians have recently had almost exclusive occupancy and control, numbering, as
they did, from fifteen hundred to two thousand souls in their collected tribes
or bands; they became insolent, because they believed themselves formidable, and
capable of defending their strongholds against whatever force might be sent
against them. This self-confidence was inspired by the inaccessible nature of
the country which they inhabited, the great success which had heretofore attended
their frequent depredations; the facility with which they always eluded the search
of the regular troops and small parties of volunteer citizens; the latter hastily
collected together from the surrounding population for mutual defense and protection, and whose 'limited supply of arms, munitions, and provisions, rendered it
impossible for them to pursue and properly chastise an enemy as powerful as he was
watchful and ingenious. On the contrary, the Indians were well armed - after
their peculiar style of warfare - seemed to be amply supplied with provisions had a correct topographical knowledge of the country, and were exceedingly expert
in the exchange of telegraphic signals, by which, communication was kept up between
distant portions of the same tribe; the approach and number of an invading foe
discovered; the direction of their march indicated, and such important facts
ascertained as to enable them to make good their escape; and thus for a long period
of time to avoid that severe punishment which their numerous outrages had richly
merited. During the last four years, between thirty and forty persons were killed
by these Indians. They had set fire to, and consumed, entire fields of grain and
grass, besides pillaging, and afterwards burning, the houses and cabins of the
settlers.
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Several expeditions, numbering respectively from fifteen to thirty men,
although fitted out with an express view to take summary vengence upon these
despoilers of human life and property, had completely failed in their object;
and even at the time when the troops under my command took the field, so bold
had the Indians become, that they were extending their exploits, rapine, and
murder --even into the immediate neighborhood of the camp of the regular troops-from whom, they appeared to entertain not the slightest apprehension of arrest
or punishment. Knowing these facts, and having succeeded in collecting together as brave and effective a company of officers and men as any country
could produce, most of them experienced mountaineers and Indian hunters, I
entered at once upon the duty, heretofore found so very difficult, of penetrating to the very haunts of the savages, with a view to conquer, and if
possible, rid the country forever of their presence.

The command was divided into three detachments, under charge, respectively, of Capt. Byrnes and Lieutenants Bailey and Shull. These separate detachments were directed to approach and enter the Indian country at different points.
The plan of moving upon, and attacking, the rancheries of the Indians at night,
I had learned by experience, was the best and only one calculated to be
attended with happy results. Notwithstanding the great hazard of this mode of
warfare, it was willingly and cheerfully acquiesced in by officers and men, who
at once entered upon the duty assigned them -- penetrating into every river
valley, creek, canon, and gulch; clambering rugged mountain sides; threading
their way amid interminable forests of timber; wading through marshes; over
swollen streams; encountering snows; surmounting jagged rocks - - in fact,
exposing themselves to all kinds of danger and fatigue, with a courage of
endurance which cannot be too highly approved and commended.
It seems almost incredible that a body of ninety men, operating in
different detachments, over so wide a space of broken and difficult country,
could accomplish so much as those under my command have done, in so short a
time. As fast as a particular locaility was cleared of Indians, a detachment
was left for a limited period, instructed to scout continually, with the view
of discovering and preventing any attempt at return. In every instance the
object designed by this precautionary measure was effectually secured. From
time to time small parties of Indians were captured, until the southern portion
of the country operated in contained not a warrior to offer resistance. The
intermediate section was next visited, and the Indians occupying it, after
several severe skirmishes, compelled to flee for safety to the country occupied
by the Pitt River and Hat Creek Indians, with whom they were intimately connected, and where they doubtless felt themselves secure from further pursuit.
In the meantime Callahan, McElroy, Wells, and others, had been murdered by
them.

The Pitt River and Hat Creek country was regarded by the Indians as
impregnable. There was a fastness here from which those who defended it had
never been driven. Many attempts at dislodgment were made by bands of citizen
soldiers and the regular troops. None of these proved successful. At, or
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near, this point I succeeded, after seven or eight days of hard scouting, in
capturing two Indians. My intention being to obtain an interview with the
principal chief, make known to him the object of the expedition, (which was not
to kill if the Indians would surrender,) to propose the terms of such surrender,
and, if possible, ascertain the motive which actuated him and his people in their
hostile proceedings. The desired interview was had, and resulted favorably to my
expectations. The principal chief promised, with his whole tribe, to meet me the
next day and proceed at once to one of the reservations. The consequences of a
failure to comply with his promise were fully represented to him, notwithstanding
which his pledge was broken.
Two nights afterward I attacked the Indian stronghold with forty men,
completely routing those who defended it, killing several of their number and
taking others prisoners; those who escaped were pursued. A number of engagements
subsequently occurred with them, in which a great number were killed and captured.

After a vigorous pursuit of five weeks this chief sent in eight of his
tribe, who said they had fought long enough, and that they desired to become
reconciled to, and accept, the terms proposed to them. They came in to the number
of four hundred and fifty, and were received in a spirit of kindness. To revert
to all the different skirmishes and scouts which took place would occupy too much
space for my present purpose. Although justice to the gallant volunteers might
seem to demand that this data should be given; suffice it to say, that the enemy
were routed from every position, whether taken to elude their pursuers or for the
purpose of defense, and were finally compelled unconditionally to surrender. Out
of the whole number of Indians fought about two hundred warriors were killed, and
twelve hundred taken prisoners. No children were killed, and but one woman,
during the whole campaign. As an evidence of the intrepid bravery of these IndianS
I would state that on one occasion some fifteen or twenty of their warriors ensconced themselves in an almost inaccefssible canon among rocks, and dared an
equal number of my command to fight them. The challenge was at once accepted, and
the engagement commenced. It continued for upwards of an hour, by which time all
of the enemy were killed, excepting one, who effected his escape. Not a man of
the volunteers was killed, and but two wounded. During this fight, as in all the
others, an interpreter was present, who called upon the Indians to surrender, with
the understanding that they were to be kindly dealt with; but they refused to
accept the conditions proffered.
It gives me pleasure to be able to report to your Excellency that this war
has been brought to a successful termination. The tribes of Indians engaged in it,
whose frequent acts of violence and atrocity had rendered them a terror to the
region of country over which they roamed, are completely vanquished and subdued.
A permanent peace I hope has been secured, a peace which was conquered
and which has for its tenure a much more enduring and reliable basis than the mere
forms of treaty stipulations, too often misunderstood by the wily savages, and
when understood, as frequently violated to suit their own designs and convenience.
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Twelve hundred of these Indians were captured, and are at the present time
comfortably provided for at one of the government reservations, where by good
conduct and a moderate degree of industry, it is hoped the blessings of civilized
life may forever be secured to them and their posterity.

There is reason for gratulation, when the immediate benefits resulting
from a conclusion of this war are considered, and its remoter favorable influences should also be taken into the account. It is a salutary lesson to the
tribes occuping territory contiguous to the scene of action, which they will
not be likely soon to forget. It has taught them the certainty of the punishment which must sooner or later overtake them, for their hostile visitations
upon the persons and property of the whites; the irrevocable nature of the
destiny which awaits them in their uncivilized condition; how utterly unable
they are to cope with the great nation of people who are daily taking possession
of the soil, and converting it from a wilderness into vineyards and fields of
waving grain; the immense superiority of this people in numbers, energy, and
intelligence; the fatal and unerring precision of their improved implements of
warfare; their sleepless vigilance in pursuit of a foe; their indomitable
bravery in battle; their exalted magnanimity in exempting women and children
from slaughter; in fine, it has taught them, that by laying down their arms
and submitting to the terms proposed by the whites - who must eventually become their conquerors, if not their destroyers - their condition is greatly
improved; and the alternative offered, if not precisely in accordance with
their natural tastes and habits, is at least calculated to secure their confortable nourishment and protection, with the superadded probability of elevating
them in the scale of moral and intellectual greatness. I am happy in being
able to bear testimony to the prompt, skillful, and fearless manner, in which
the officers and men under my command, separately and collectively, discharged
the dangerous, arduous, and responsible duties devolving upon them. Captain
Byrnes was an experienced and accomplished Indian fighter, with courage and
discretion equal to every emergency. I was particularly fortunate in having
his support at the head of one of the detachments throughout the entire campaign.
I was also ably sustained by.Lieuts. Bailey, Shull, McCarty, and Longley.
Between these highly capable and efficient officers, it would be injustice to
discriminate. There was no exposure, no peril, which each and all were not
willing cheerfully to encounter - - no service from which they shrank. At all
hours of the day and night, with the brave men under their command, they were
ready either for a march, a skirmish, or a battle, and never, for a single
instant, did they falter in the hour of trial, whether on a difficult and
dangerous pursuit, fording swollen streams, wading to their waist through snows,
encountering chaparrel swamps, overcoming broken declivities, penetrating secret
defiles, struggling among jagged and crumbling rocks, or encountering the enemy
in a hand-to-hand conflict.
These gallant soldiers deserve well of the State. They volunteered in
her service, not with the hope of pecuniary gain --that idea is forestalled
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by the paltry amount offered for their services--but because a demand was
made upon their patriotism, to which they instantly and cheerfully responded,
forsaking their profitable avocations, and in many instances, their comfortable homes, to undertake the trials, hardships, and hazards of an Indian
campaign. Having nobly and satisfactorily performed their duties, and ended
the war in a manner which promises to be of lasting benefit to the State, it
gives me pleasure to commend them to the generous consideration of the present
Legislature.
In this connection of praise, the Surgeon of my command, Dr. A. W.
Taliaferro, deserves to be especially noticed. Under all circumstances, and
at all times, requiring the exercise of his skill, he was found to be more
than equal to the delicate and responsible duties of his profession. His
efforts were in every case, attended with eminent success, which is, perhaps,
the highest compliment that could be paid to his acknowledged scientific talents and attainments.

The expedition was singularly fortunate in its exemption from casualities. Not a single life was lost, and the wounded all recovered.
The Commissary Department was under the management of S. D. Johnson,
who was found to be a very efficient officer, and who, by the practice of a
rigid economy, kept down the expenses of that branch of the expedition, to the
lowest possible figure, besides rendering valuable and effective service in
the field.

The expenses of the expedition will be found to be
ate, when all the circumstances are considered and compared
expeditions, heretofore called out on this coast, extremely
therefore submitted to your Excellency and the Legislature,
that they will prove entirely satisfactory.

exceedingly moderwith similar
low. They are
in the full belief

Every article of supply purchased, however, was procured with the understanding that the State-would promptly pay the bills, which fact, it is
hoped your Excellency will not fail to make known, with a view of having a
sufficient appropriation passed for their liquidation.

The aggregate expenses of the expedition, exclusive of the pay of men,
is fifty-eight thousand four hundred and fifty-eight dollars, from which, is
to be deducted, for clothing and articles stopped against the pay of the men,
the sum of eight thousand nine hundred and eight-nine dollars and fifty-seven
cents, which leaves forty-nine thousand four hundred and sixty-eight dollars
and forty-three cents ($49,468.43) as the total expense incurred, exclusive
of the pay of the men. The amount of-their pay, using the schedule adopted
by the act making the appropriation for the expedition in Humboldt and
Klamath counties, A.D. 1858-9, called into service under similar auspices,
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would amount in round numbers to twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) and leave
as the total expense of the expedition the sum of sixty-nine thousand four
hundred and sixty-eight dollars and forty-three cents ($69,468.43).
It will be ascertained upon consulting the vouchers on file in my
office, and should be borne in mind, that nearly one-fourth of this whole amount
of expenses was incurred in the subsistence and transportation of Indian prisoners captured by the command. These prisoners numbered over twelve hundred, and
were transported a distance of from two hundred and fifty to seven hundred
miles, the cost of which was fourteen thousand and thirty dollars and forty-five
cents.

This campaign has been accomplished in the brief period of four months,
which, when the smallness of the force employed, the wide and difficult
nature of the countrv explored, and the success attending the expedition are
considered, must be regarded as a result which none but accomplished mountaineers and brave soldiers could accomplish.
The region traversed, is probably the roughest and most difficult for
a white man to traverse of any on the Pacific coast, and affords the best and
greatest number of hiding places for the Indians. It is not only mountainous,
rugged, precipitous, and broken, but is also interspersed with hundreds of
valleys and lakes, in which head the numerous! streams emptying into the
Sacramento River, from Butte Creek to Pitt River. These valleys produce the
finest qualities of grass, sufficient to sustain, annually, at least one hundred
thousand head of stock, and will, I predict, be rapidly settled by our enterprising citizens.
Some twenty-five families of this year's immigration, have already taken
up claims in these valleys. And this is the country which has been hitherto
almost exclusively occupied by Indians, through which runs the great thoroughfare
from the Sacramento Valley, to the extreme north, and over which millions of
dollars worth of merchandize is annually transported; from a statement of which
facts, the importance, utility, and necessity, of the expedition can, I trust,
be readily comprehended by citizens of all portions of the State.
It affords me pleasure to state, also, that the citizens, generally,
residing near the field of operations have co-operated with the expedition.

Respectfully submitted.
I have the honor to be,

Your ob't servant,
WM. C. KIBBE,
Q.M. and Adj. Gen., State of Cal., Comd'g Expedition

-60-

*
RECOMMENDATIONS
ON FEDERAL ASSISTANCE FOR CALIFORNIA INDIANS, 1852

E. F. Beale
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN
AFFAIRS, San Francisco, Nov. 22, 1852
SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival of the balance of the
Indian goods sent by-Major Reading, with the exception of one box, or bale.
A settlement with him will be made on his application to this office. He is
at present on his rancho. The Indians throughout the country are quiet, but
dreadfully destitute in many parts of the State. After long and painful
deliberation on the course to be pursued, I have determined the following:
To devote the appropriation of the last session of cbngress to the protection
of one section of country, convinced that to attempt to succor all parts with
an appropriation of $100,000, would be to lose the benefit of the whole. It
would be to give the sum of one dollar to each Indian in the State to subsist
him during a year. If, on the contrary, I take one district and expend this
amount, I may succeed in saving great suffering to the Indians and preserve
peace to the whites. In making this selection of a single section, I was
not ignorant that I would call down the violent censure of each of the others,
which would consider itself shamefully noglected. I therefore put to the
blush any charge of partiality. Here they are: The north is a mining country,

and consequently thickly settled. The people always living in communities,
do not fear Indian hostilities, except in course of emigration; they are Americans, and well armed. They have but comparatively few cattle, and therefore
offer but few incentives to Indian depredations. For the middle portions of
the State the same may be said, except that the Indians are less liable, from
disposition, to go to war, being generally docile and harmless. In the south
all this is reversed; the people are entirely pastoral in their pursuits, and
in consequence live on large ranchos, at long distances from each other. They
are at the mercy of the Indians surrounding them. Nothing can be more
defenceless than these solitary haciendas, when the nearest neighbor is
frequently twenty miles off. You will naturally ask, if there are so few
people there, why protect them, to the neglect of the more populated portions
of the country: Because it is from this quarter we draw our supplies of beef
cattle entirely. Los Angeles county is the cattle market of the State. If
an Indian war were to cut off our communication with that single county (which
could be easily done, as the cattle are driven directly through the Indian
country) for one week, beef would rise to fifty cents a pound in the market
in San Francisco, and in six months there would be scarcely any at twice that
*~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Documents of the Senate of the United States During the Special Session
Called March 4, 1853. Executive Document No. 4, pp. 377-380. G P.O.,
Washington, D. C., 1853. (The "Indian goods referred to by Beale are
specified on p. 360. They comprised small white porcelain beads, small
black porcelain beads, small red porcelain beads, large assorted glass beads
(cost: $11,500.00) turkey red prints and gay-colored shawls (cost $4000.00).
D. B. Wilson, Indian Agent for Southern California informed Superintendent
Beale (Op. cit., p. 276) that "the greatest part of the goods are entirely
useless, such as the Indians do not use...I must say that, in my opinion,
the purchase was a bad one.")
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price. These reflections, therefore, determined me to protect, with all
the means placed at my disposal, that part of our State; and the next
subject of thought was, how to do that most effectually.
In looking over the map I am now preparing, and will soon send
you, you will find that Los Angeles county contains of itself a very
numerous Indian population, and of course one would presume that they
would be the parties to commence a course of conciliation with. I do not
think so. These are my reasons: All the Indians of that county, or at
least a very large proportion of them, are "Christianos;" many have belonged to the old mission establishments. All of them have some connexion
or dependence on the ranchos near them. They have traded or mixed with
whites, either in employment as servants or vacqueros, or lived on these
extensive ranchos on the same footing as the lower classes of Europe in
the feudal ages, an idle but sometimes useful retainer, until they have
become entirely dependent. They therefore are not much to be dreaded; but
there are those who live beyond (the Cowillas and Tejones) who owe no' such
allegiance, and whose only source of food for years, during the winter
season, has been robbed from the fertile vegas of Los Angeles; a bold and
enterprising race, numbering, with all their connexions of the Cowchillas
and Freznales, at least five thousand souls. It is these tribes from whom
we are to expect trouble, and against whose depredations we must guard.
It is through the very pass of the Tejones that all our cattle are driven
to this market, and through this pass also that the Indians descend on their
winter forays. It has been well said, that "the Tejones" is the key to Los
Angeles. In this determination to expend the whole appropriation in keeping these tribes quiet, the department will see that I am right. At least,
I know that I am so.

For the other districts I feel all that a man of humanity must
in contemplating their condition. Driven from their fishing and hunting
grounds, hunted themselves like wild beasts, lassoed, and torn from homes
made miserable by want, and forced into slavery, the wretched remnant which
escapes starvation on the one hand, and the relentless whites on the other,
only do so to rot and die of a loathsome disease, the penalty of Indian
association with frontier civilization. This is no idle declamation -- I
have seen it; and seeing all this, I cannot help them. I know that they
starve; I know that they perish by hundreds; I know that they are fading
away with a startling and shocking rapidity, but I cannot help them.
Humanity must yield to necessity. They are not dangerous; therefore they
must be neglected. I earnestly call the early attention of the government
to this condition of affairs, and to a plan I have proposed in a previous
letter for its relief. It is a crying sin that our government, so wealthy
and so powerful, should shut its eyes to the miserable fate of these
rightful owners of the soil. What is the expense of half a million for
the permanent relief of these poor people to a government so rich? A
single dry-dock, or a public building, costs twice that, and is voted
without a dissenting voice; and yet here are seventy-five thousand human
beings devoted to a death so miserable that humanity shudders to contemplate
it, and these very people the owners of that soil from which we monthly receive millions; that very soil whose timely golden harvests have saved from
bankruptcy, probably, the very men who will oppose this appropriation. I
ask an appropriation of five hundred thousand dollars for the Indians of
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this State. I have now to speak to the department in a more decided manner
of the scheme proposed in my letter of October 29, 1852. I there briefly
stated, in general terms, the outlines of the policy which, in my judgment,
was the only one which could settle on a permanent basis our Indian difficulties. It is not necessary I should repeat what I then said; facts and
figures speak for themselves. In that communication I suggested the possibility of Indians being made not only to support themselves in comfort,
but to bear the expenses of the army in this State. Here are the figures
and the facts: our Indian population has been estimated by myself, and
others well calculated from position and experience to judge, at from
75,000 to 100,000. Taking it, therefore, at 90,000, and assuming the fact
that one in five possesses the ability to work, we shall have 18,000 working hands; and in this calculation it must be taken into consideration that,
among all Indians, the women work as well as the men. This would bring the
estimate to 36,000 working hands; but as I wish to come far within the
limits of certainty, and to preserve myself from all probability of controversy, I will only take one-half of what I am convinced the number of operatives will count -- 10,000. The ordinary wages for field hands in this
State may be estimated at $3 per diem; but without admitting so great a
disparity between Indian and white labor, I will place that of the Indians
at fifty cents per diem, which would give us $1,700,000. In this estimate
the fact must be considered that only the hired value of hands is taken
into consideration, no allowance being made for the vl of is3_sroducts
which, in this extraordinary country, might safely be estimated at least
at a sum equivalent to double the hire of the laborer.
Now what is it we desire? Certainly peace, and the preservation
of the Indians by the most economical means. Let us see what has been the
result of a want of some means of preserving peace. A single war with but
a small portion of the Indian tribes of this State was waged for a few
months at an expense of one million dollars; and it is unnecessary I should
point to Florida as an example of what may become of the fate of this State,
or the cost of more prolonged hostilites. By the system I have proposed,
admitting that the margin is too narrow; admitting that so great an error
should exist in my calculations, that instead of $1,700,000, the result of
the mere hired value, without the consideration of the product of Indian
labor -- admitting the supposition that no pecuniary advantages should
result from this system to the government, and that by the plan proposed
the Indians shouild be made to do no more than to relieve the government of
any actual outlay, securing to its citizens the certainty of peace and a
freedom from all apprehensions of an Indian war, -- is not even this a
sufficient inducement for the adoption of the scheme submitted? -- preserving us, as it would, from the charge of intentional and premeditated
extinction of our Indian population. Actual experience furnishes the
practical illustration of the fact that this is no idle calculation. The
individual enterprise of a single citizen of this State having demonstrated
the fact that the farming and ranching abilities of Indians may be made a
source of certain and extraordinary profit; and looking back to a time when,
with no such facilities as our government possesses, to the old Jesuit
mission establishments, the opportunity is afforded to any one who would
wish to investigate this subject, of discovering sufficient proofs to
substantiate all I have written. Those enterprising men, unaided by means,
and checked and embarrassed by a watchful and jealous government, were en-
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abled in a short time to bring into subjection, and render useful assistants,
those very tribes who are now the source of so much anxiety and apprehension
to our citizens. Surely that which was attempted and accomplished by a few
poor priests, is not too great a task for the mighty republic of the United
States.
To those who would oppose the argument of want of intelligence
and ability of the Indians for useful labor, I would direct their attention
to every great national work of Spanish enterprise on the whole continent
of America. Not a city, a cathedral, or a fortification, but furnishes a
proof that Indian labor, directed by white intelligence, may be made as
effective as that of any other purely laboring class. Let us take, as an
exemplification of this assertion, the stately missions reared by Indian
labor, which at one time flourished in every part of California, the ruins
of which to this day astonish those who have visited them. I could draw a
picture of the condition of those flourishing colonies, as they existed at
that day, which has no parallel in the early settlement of any country on
the face of the earth. That narrative would need no embellishment or exaggeration, and history, substantiated by living witnesses, would sustain its
truth. Every useful mechanic art, all necessary knowledge of agricultural
pursuits, was here taught under a system of discipline at once mild, firm,
and paternal. It is this system, modified and adapted to the present time,
which I propose for your consideration; nor can I conceive of any other which
would preserve this unfortunate people from total extinction, and our government from everlasting disgrace.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. F. BEALE,
Superintendent Indian Affairs.

Hon. LUKE LEA,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Washington, D. C.
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF TREATY COMMISSIONER REDICK MCKEE
WITH CLEAR LAKE POMO TRIBELETS, AUGUST, 1851*

CAMP LUPIYUMA, August 18, 1851

According to agreement a number of chiefs and braves of the Clear
Lake Indians met agent McKee, at an early hour this morning, in council.
Present: Mr. George Gibbs, interpreter; Major Wessells, of the escort;
General J. M. Estelle, of the California militia, and staff; and Messrs.
Smith, McDonald, and Whitehorn. After an hour spent in ascertaining names
and location of chiefs present and their tribes, the secretary reported the
following-named chiefs as being present:

Julio, representing the Ca-ba-na-po tribe and captains;
Prieto, representing the Ha-bi-na-pa tribe and captains;
Ku-kee, representing the Do-no-ha-be tribe and captains;
Moh-shaw, representing the Moal-kai tribe and captains;
Chi-bee, representing the How-ru-ma tribe and captains;
Cal-i-a-hem, representing the Che-com tribe and captains;
Con-chu, representing the Cha-net-kai tribe and captains; and
Coe-ne-ne, representing the Me-dama-rec tribe and captains.
Mr. Ed. Shirland, having lived for several months among the Indians
in this neighborhood, offered his services as an assistant interpreter, which
were accepted. Mr. George Whitehorn was also employed in the same capacity.
The chiefs Con-chu and Co-e-ne live with their tribes upon the hills dividing
the waters of Clear Lake from Eel River, and are not familiar with the
language of the Clear Lake tribes. Two or three Indians present, and familiar
with Spanish, were selected to communicate directly to the chiefs. Agent
McKee addressed the chiefs, and said: "Brothers, listen to my talk. We come
among you as friends to learn the cause of your troubles, if you have any,
and your condition generally. What I say comes straight from the heart, and
there shall be no crook in my path, nor fork in my tongue; listen attentively,
and give me your minds after you have heard." Chiefs replied, "that they were
happy to see us as friends, and that inquiry would be made as to their condition; this is what we want, and we will deal fairly with you; speak the truth
only; we are glad to learn you will speak the truth." Agent McKee resumed:
"I understand that several treaties have been made with portions, perhaps all of
you, by officers of the Spanish-Mexican government and by private individuals.

*focuments

of the Senate of the United States During the Special Session Called
March 4, 1853. Executive Document No. 4, pp. 136-141. G.P.O., Washington,
D.C., 1853. (This is a sample of the "Minutes" of McKee's treaty-making
expedition to the California tribes north of San Francisco Bay. For some
ethnographic accounts by native participants, see S. A. Barrett, Univer.
Calif. Publs. in Amer. Arch. and Ethnol. Vol. 6, No. 1, p. 46, 1908)*
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But I come from the Great Father, the President, at Washington, the most
powerful and the richest chief on this continent, and anything I may do in
his name will be final and binding upon you, if he approves. That Great
Father, my chief, has conquered this country, and you are his children now,
and subject in all things to him." Chiefs replied: "It is good." Agent
resumed: "Brothers, we know you were the original owners of these broad
lands, and that the Spaniards, Mexicans, and Californians have been in turn
your conquerors and masters, until finally the President, my great chief,
has conquered and owns this country. The President has learned that his
red children in California are at war with the whites and among themselves;
are very poor and ignorant; and he has sent three commissioners among them
to inquire into their condition."

Chief Julio inquired who this Great Father, the President was,
and where he lived, and said he wanted information concerning him; and if
he is the good chief represented, that he was willing to live subject to
him. The agent endeavored to give them a proper understanding of the locality
and power of the United States, and of the President, and said that his
warriors were more numerous than the leaves around this camp; that he had many
other red children east of the big mountains, and had found by experience
that it was good for them to live in one settlement, where they would be
protected and taught the arts and habits of civilized life, draw their
subsistence from the soil, and have a home of their own; that when once
collected the product of their labor should be their own; that these settlements were not designed upon the old mission principle, where the Indian
labored to make the white man rich. Some of the Great Father's children were
bad men, but the great majority were good; he wished his red children to
live together, that they might be protected both from bad whites and bad
Indians, and that all who disobeyed his laws would be severly punished and
compelled to acknowledge his authority. These matters were dwelt upon and
repeated until the chiefs professed to have an understanding of them all.
Chief Prieto inquired how the President collected his red children east
of the mountains, &c. Agent replied that several tribes sometimes were
brought into one settlement and provided with farmers, mechanics, teachers,
&c., &c. Several of the chiefs immediately inquired, with some earnestness,
if it was intended for them (those present) to live together in one rancheria,
or village, and thus make one people of them. This appeared to be an exciting
question among the chiefs, as it might affect their authority. Agent
McKee explained that they must live upon one reservation of land, and, if
they chose, upon different portions of it; but that the President preferred
they should all live in one village, and peaceably together, and the
advantages of so doing were fully explained; further, that some six or seven
treaties had been entered into with Indians in the southern part of this
State, who were now living peaceably together, &c. The chief Ku-kee said he
lived at the head of Clear Lake, and inquired why he could not be subject to
the President, and remain there. Agent McKee again explained the kind intention
of the President in settling the tribes together. The chief Moh-shaw said he
believed it was through pity for the Indians, and to improve their condition,
that these arrangements were proposed; that heretofore the white men among
them had derided and made sport of their distress. Chief Prieto said he had
heard of-treaties made with the Indians on the San Joaquin river, &c.,
and he was glad to see the agent among them for that purpose, and that he would
act in good faith, though they had been often deceived; that he was willing to
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do now what the agent might advise, and pledge himself and his people for his
own good faith to-day.

Agent McKee resumed: "The President has very many red children
living beyond the big mountains, and settled happily upon lands of their own,
where white men were not permitted among them; that they were cultivating the
soil, raising stock, &c., and had now no cause for war, neither among themselves nor with the whites. The President wishes to improve you in the same
way, and has sent his agents among you for that purpose. He is well satisfied
that is the best plan for you; if you will agree to be settled in this way you
most give up all right to all other lands, and never move again without the
President's permission. But your young men may hire out to work upon the
different ranches, if they are well-behaved, and the agent gives them
permission. Your families, however, must always remain at one place. The
agent sent among you will settle all your difficulties and prevent the whites
from injuring you, and will cause guilty Indians and guiltywhites to be
punished. The President will also give you teachers, farmers, and mechanics,
to teach you many things and improve your condition very much." After the
above was fully explained, the chief Julio said he was fully sensible of the
great inferiority of the Indians to the whites, and that it was not important
to him whether the teachers given to the tribes were red or white, so they were
good men, and would treat his people kindly and improve their condition.
He wished his young people to know more than he did, and live at peace with
all the world; further, we have all heard your talk, and think well of it.
Agent McKee said: "I do not know when these things can be done for you -the President must first give his permission: it may be one or two years;
but I will advise it, and I think it will be done after awhile." Chief
Julio said that they (the chiefs) would be governed by the wishes of the
agent, as they believed it would result for their good.
Agent McKee again resumed: "It will cost the President much money
and trouble to do all these things, and his laws must be obeyed; guilty
Indians must be punished, and it must be distinctly understood that all Indians
guilty of crime must be delivered up to the authorities of the State of
California for trial. Such men must not be harbored among you, and it will be
Your duty to inform upon them. Whites will be dealt with in the same manner
as Indians -- equal justice to all. I wish you fully to understand that these
arrangements cannot be completed for you now; but I have a few presents, and
some hard bread and beef, which I will give you as an evidence of the good
will of the President towards you; but he must first approve of my acts before you can receive any permanent benefit.
"I wish you chiefs to retire and consolt upon these three points,
Concerning some tract of land you can all agree to live upon; 2.
Whether you will agree to have any tribes of Indians, not represented here,
live with you upon the same land; 3. Give me, as near as you can, the number
Of each of your tribes. This last I wish you to be very particular about.
You may now retire, and meet me again in two hours." All of these remarks were
explained through the interpreters, at suitable intervals, and all the gentlemen
present were satisfied the Indians had received a proper understanding of the
matters treated of. Council adjourned, to meet at 4 p.m.

Viz:

JOHN McKEE, Secretary
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August 18 -- 4 o'clock p.m. -- Council convened, and agent McKee
expressed his readiness to listen to any remarks the chiefs might have to
make upon the subject given them for consideration in the morning. The
chiefs, in turn, said they would prefer remaining at their own homes, if
it could be so ordered; but they believed the agent had spoken in good faith,
and they would do as he requested. Again, that any Indians the President
might send to live with them would be received as brothers and treated
kindly. The chiefs here produced several bundles of sticks or broken
twigs, as the number of souls in each band. The secretary counted the same,
and reported the number claimed by Con-chu and Coe-ne, from the hills in the
direction of EEl river, 150 souls; Julio claimed 160; Cal-i-a-hem, 91;
Chi-bee, 40; Prieto, 65; Moh-shaw, 45; and Ku-kee, 70. These numbers included
all at home and abroad. As these totals fell so far short of the number
of Indians living about this lake as estimated by the two gentlemen present,
who had lived among them, agent McKee determined to test the accuracy of the
report by counting himself the men, women and children of two rancherias,
or villages, near the camp, and requested the chiefs Julio and Prieto to bring
their whole tribes together in the morning, which was agreed to. Agent
again: "The ten cattle I have brought with me are intended as a present to
you, and for your women and children, and I will have two bullocks killed for
you this evening. You must divide the beef among all the Indians in this

neighborhood."
Council was then adjourned, to meet at 10 o'clock to-morrow
morning.
JOHN McKEE, Secretary

CAMP LUPIYUMA, Tuesday morning,
August 19, 1851.

R. McKee rode out early this morning, in company with several
gentlemen, to examine this valley with reference to the expediency of setting
it apart as an Indian reservation; returned and commenced the council at
10 o'clock, as per agreement. Present: interpreters, Major Wessells, and
same company of gentlemen that were present upon yesterday morning; also the
eight chiefs and their captains named in yesterday's minutes.

present.

Chief Prieto reported that his men, women, and children were
The secretary proceeded to number them, with the following result:

Present, 14 men; 17 women; 8 boys and girls. Reported absent, 15
men; 35 women; 5 boys and girls. Total tribe: 29 men; 42 women; 13 boys
and girls -- 84.

Chief Julio was also near with his people.
Present, 52 men; 56 women; 23 children. Reported absent, 33 men; 25
women; 6 children. Total tribe: 85 men; 81 women; 29 children -- 195.
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Their numbers, as counted, exceeded the account given yesterday,
and Prieto and Julio, upon being questioned as to the cause of the discrepancy,
replied tllat the names of some of their old people had escaped the:lr recollection, but that thley had endeavored to deal fairly, and willed to MpeaIk
the truth. Agent, assuming that the whole number would be increased in;
same proportion, added 25 per cent to the number given in by the chiefs
yesterday, and estimated that the number of Indians living in the Clear Lake
valley, who would be affected by a treaty, would be 900 or 1,000 souls, all
told -- far short of the generally supposed number. The following questions
were asked the chief Julio:
Have you any knowledge of a Supreme Being, or prime cause of all
things?

Reply. I know the grass grows, that the trees grow and produce
acorns and leaves, but the cause I am ignorant of. I think there is some great
power in the heavens, and that it has a good head and wishes the Indian well,
but don't know much about it -- how should I know?
Query.

Is there a bad spirit?

Reply. I know there are bad men and bad animals, and suppose there
must be a bad spirit somewhere; but there shall be no more bad Indians with us.

Query.

What becomes of Indians after death?

I know that we must all die, and are liable to die at any
time and place, but what becomes of us I don't know. You ought to know; you
are a people of reason, and know more than we do.

Reply.

Query.

Do you think you live at all after death?

Reply.

No idea -- you must know.

Query.

Why do you burn the body?

Reply. Because it has always been the custom with us; and, besides,
it is of no more use.
Many questions of similar import received nearly the same character
of replies. They have no definite idea of anything spiritual, but are aware
the whites are familiar with these subjects. The object of this questioning of
the chiefs was explained, and the council adjourned, to prepare copies of a

treaty.
JOHN McKEE, Secretary
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*

REPORT OF SPECIAL AGENT JOHN G. AMES
ON THE CONDITION OF THE MISSION INDIANS*

WASHINGTON, D.C., Oct. 28, 1873
SIR: I have
"number, location, and
California," with such
to meet the exigencies

the honor to submit the following report touching the
condition of the so-called Mission Indians of Southern
recommendations in their behalf as seem best adapted
of their-situation.

In accordance with your instructions, I proceeded in May last to
Southern California, where, on the 1st of June, I fixed the headquarters
of the agency at Los Angeles. At this point I was detained several weeks, in
consequence of the severe illness of a member of my family. This detention,
however, was rather favorable than otherwise to the investigation upon which
I was about to enter. It gave me the opportunity of learning the views of
many of the citizens of Los Angeles and vicinity concerning the Mission Indian
question, of acquainting myself with many facts in regard to the past history
and management of these Indians, tending to throw light upon their present
condition, and of advising with those whom I found best informed upon the
subject as to what was best to be done with and for them. It gave me, also,
the opportunity of learning, from the officers of the land-office at Los
Angeles, so far as the records of that office indicate, the status of land in
Southern California, which will aid materially in the solution of this question.
I will say in this connection that I found the sentiment of the people of Los
Angeles for the most part friendly to the Indians,,and in favor of the Government doing something without delay in their behalf.- There is a general
feeling among those who give any attention to the subject that action in the
premises has already been too long neglected, increasing the grievances of
Which the Indians complain, and making it ever more difficult to remedy the
evils to which they are subject.

During my stay at Los Angeles I had several conferences with Indians
Of the San Luis Rey tribe; the first on June 12, with certain Indians living
in Los Angeles, who expressed their gratification that the attention of the
Government was at length directed to them, and their hope that they might
Soon be secure in the enjoyment of their rights. They desired especially that
their title to lands now occupied by them should be so confirmed that they
could not be driven from them by white men, and thought if this were done the
Indians could easily take care of themselves.

Information having been communicated to the Indians living at Pala
and vicinity that an agent of the Government had reached Los Angeles, I was
in a few days visited by Olegario, actual chief of the large majority of the
San Luis Rey tribe, though not recognized as such by the late superintendent of

*Report
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Indian affairs for California. Olegario was accompanied by ten of his captains.
With these Indians I had protracted interviews on the 23rd of June and on the
3rd and 5th of July. They had come to lay their grievances before me and
to ask the speedy interposition of the Government in their behalf.
The burden of their complaint was to the effect that they had been
gradually driven from the lands which they or their fathers once occupied
the title to which they thought justly belonged to them, until at the present
time but little available land remained to them; that white men were in many
cases endeavoring to take from them the lands upon which they are living,
and by the cultivation of which they gain a partial support; that they were
frequently annoyed by the settlers interfering with water upon which they
depended for irrigation, corraling their stock, and subjecting them to fine
for the same, or taking it from them altogether, threatening them with
violence, and in other ways invading what they believe to be their rights; that
in disposing of lands the agents of the Government have never recognized the
possessory rights of the Indians, and that in consequence they have been,
and are still, obliged to abandon lands which they have held in immemorial
possession, and to remove from places to which they are specially attached,
as the home and the burial-ground of their ancestors, and this without any
provision being made for them elsewhere.
They desired the Government to interfere to prevent this being done
hereafter, and to secure them in the possession of the lands now occupied
by them. If this was done they could readily support themselves, and were
willing to do so, without aid from the Government, except in the matter of
farming implements and seed and clothing for the supply of their immediate

wants.
They urged, furthermore, as a special grievance, that their right to
elect their own chief had been interfered with by the late superintendent, and
that the Government recognizes as chief an Indian who was repudiated by nearly
all the tribe, against whom they protested at the time of his appointment, two
years ago, and whose authority they had since disregarded. They wished a new
election ordered, that the tribe might choose its own chief and be no longer
even nominally subject to one to whom so few owed allegiance.
In reply I assured them of the sincere desire of the Government to
secure their rights and promote their interests, and of its intention to do
whatever might be found practicable in this direction; that I had been sent out
by the Government to hear their story, to examine carefully into their
condition and recommend such measures as seemed under the circumstances most
desirable; that I should, as soon as possible, visit them in their homes and
see with my own eyes how they were situated, so that I might be better able
to advise in their behalf.

It was a matter of special gratification to me that at the conference
Olegario and his captains, held July 3, General B. R. Cowen, the Assistant
Secretary of the Interior was present to listen to their story and to give
them wise counsel. General Cowen expressed himself as particularly pleased
with their appearance, and hopeful of their future if they were to be regarded
as speciments of the Mission Indians.
with
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TOUR OF INVESTIGATION
On July 7 I started on a tour of investigation among the Indian
settlements of the San Luis Rey tribe, accompanied by Mr. L. E. Sleigh, who,
with the approval of the Indian Office, had been appointed clerk of this
agency, and by Mr. Louis Wartenberg as interpreter.
We reached San Juan Capistrano the next day, where we called upon
Rev. Jos. Mutt of the Roman Catholic Church, whom we found much interested
in the Indians of that locality and in possession of information of interest
in regard to the pueblo lands adjacent to the mission property. He showed us
copies of record matter obtained at great trouble and expense from the archives
at San Francisco, from which it appears that the pueblo of San Juan Capistrano
was in the year 1841 actually subdivided by the Mexican authorities among the
inhabitants, the Indians sharing with the Mexicans in this distribution.

If the claim of the Indians residing there, of whom there are about
forty souls, can be established, as Rev. Mr. Mutt believes, the problem as
far as they are concerned will be easily solved.

On the 11th we proceeded to San Luis Rey, where are to be found half
dozen families of Indians living upon land in dispute between them and one
John Somers. The condition of these Indians, as well as the facts in the
case of. this dispute, are ably set before the Department by the late superintendent, C. B. Whiting, in a special report under dat of May 19, 1873, to
Which reference is respectfully made.
a

On the 12th we proceeded thence to the city of San Diego, remaining
there until the following Monday evening for the purpose of conferring with
some of the citizens of the place as to the condition of the Indians of the
Country and the course best to be pursued by the Government to better their
Condition. A diversity of opinion prevails, but all agr-e that the disputes
between the Indians and Americans involving titles to land should be speedily
settled.
Reaching Pawai on Monday evening, I was there detained by illness
two days, but sent Mr. Sleigh and the interpreter forward to visit certain
Indian villages with the understanding that we should meet at Pala, the headquarters of the San Luis Rey tribe. Mr. Sleigh's report of his detour is here
inserted:
LOS ANGELES, CAL.,

July 31, 1873

"DEAR SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of my
Indian villages of San Pasqual, Santa Ysabel, and Agua Caliente,
the
visit to
in the county of San Diego, State of California.
"I reached San Pasqual on the 15th instant, from Pawai, where you
were yourself detained. I proceeded at once to the house of Panto Lion,
captain of the village, and requested him to summon his people together on
the following morning for a conference, at the same time explaining to him that
we had been sent by the Government at Washington to inquire into their condition
and to ascertain if anything could be done by the Government to aid them.
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"The villagers began to assemble early. At the appointed hour the
captain rose, and in a short speech in the Indian language, which seemed to
be both eloquent and well appreciated, gave his hearers to understand the
errand upon which I visited them. A lively interest was manifested by every
one. They complained of the encroachments of their American neighbors upon
their land, and pointed to a house near by, built by one of the more adventurous
of his class, who claimed to have pre-empted the land upon which the larger
part of the village lies. On calling upon the man afterward, I found that
such was really the case, and that he had actually paid the price of the land
to the register of the land-office of this district, and was daily expecting
the patent from Washington. He owned it was hard to wrest from these welldisposed and industrious creatures the homes they had built up. 'But,'
said he, 'if I had not done it somebody else would, for all agree that the
Indian has no right to public lands.' These Indians further complain that
settlers take advantage of them in every way possible; employ them to work and
insist on paying them in trifles that are of no account to them; 'dock'
them for imaginary neglect, or fail entirely to pay them; take up their
stock on the slightest pretext and make exorbitant charges for damages and
detention of the stock seized. They are in many cases unable to redeem it.
They have therefore little encouragement to work or to raise stock. Nor do
they care to plant fruit-trees or grape-vines as long as land thus improved
may be taken from them, as has been the case in very many instances. Among
the little homes included in the pre-emption claim above referred to are those
adorned with trees and vines. Instead of feeling secure and happy in the
possession of what little is left to them, they are continually filled with
anxiety. They claim that they ought to be allowed to remain where their
forefathers have lived for so long, and that they should be protected by law
in the peaceful possession of the homes that have been handed down to them.
"I asked how they would like for their children to go to school,
learn to speak the English language, and to live more like white people. It
would be very nice, they replied, but it would do them little good if they
could not have their homes protected.
"I asked them how they would like to be moved to some place where
be better protected, have ground of their own secured to them, and
could
they
more comfortable homes. The answer vas, 'Our fathers lived and died here,
and we would rather live here than at any other place.'
"In conclusion I assured them
ahout them, and that I had little doubt
would be able to do something to better
same time to strive, as I felt they had
themselves and with the whites.

that I should report what I had learned
but that the Government at Washington
their condition, charging them at the
been doing, to keep the peace among

"I proceeded thence by the most direct route to Santa Ysabel rancheria.
On reaching that place, I found the captain, Augustine, absent; sent a messenger
for him, and also one for the chief on the Diegenes, Pablo Pene, who lives in
a neighboring rancheria. There are about one hundred and twenty-five souls
at Santa Ysabel. They occupy the finest valley of the ranch of the same name,
on one side of which are about twenty adobe houses for winter-quarters, while
on the other side, near their fields of grain, are as many brush-houses, now
occupied. At the time that I reached the village, men, women, and children
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were
some
into
look

scattered over the fields harvesting their grain. Some were reaping,
thrashing, some grinding, while near the houses women were making it
bread for immediate use. It was altogether an interesting picture to
upon.

"The ch±ef and captain arrived during the night, and as soon as
possible in the morning I sought a conference with them in relation to the
condition and wants of their people. I was glad to find them exempt from
many of the annoyances of which the Indians of San Pasqual complain. The
land which they occupy is claimed under a grant from the Mexican government by
private parties, who have hesitated to undertake to eject the Indians for
fear of violence on their part in resisting, as they (the Indians) dispute
any ownership more sacred than their own, and insist that they should bot be
distrubed in their possession.
"I reached Agua Caliente on the 17th instant. From a notched stick
given me by the captain of the village, Jose Maria Moro, it appears that there
are one hundred and sixty-eight Indians at that place. The land upon which
they live has been understood to be of the public domain, until a recent
survey of Warner's ranch betrayed the fact that it was included within the
boundary of said ranch. The owners of the ranch threaten to drive them away,
and settlers have interfered with their water-privileges, and annoy them in many
ways, On the whole they have little to encourage them, and begin to feel
that the white man is their enemy.

"My talk with the Indians of Santa Ysabel and Agua Caliente was
substantially the same as at San Pasqual. They look to the Government to relieve them of the difficulties under which they now labor. They are peaceably
disposed, and for the most part industrious, and deserve better treatment
than they get.

"At San Pasqual and Agua Caliente I was called upon by white settlers,
the majority of whom had no good word for their dusky neighbors. 'They are
thieves; they are treacherous; they are vagabonds.' It was urged that they
should be taken to some one of the Territories and surrounded by soldiers to
keep them at home, or to some ibland in the sea. I found, however, little in
my journey to confirm such opinions, but was glad to note many indications of
thrift. I could but wonder, indeed, that they are as reliable, honest, and
peaceable as I found them to be. The sentiments entertained by very many white
men in Southern California toward the Indians are well illustrated in the
conclusion. to which the proprietor of a small ranch near Temecula came in
presenting the subject to me from his stand-point. It is well to mention that
a family of Indians has occupied one corner of his ranch 'from time immemorial.'
His wise and humane (?) conclusion was that the owners of large ranches should
not drive 'their Indians' away, but should keep them to work for them, and
set apart certain portions of the ranch for them. 'There is worthless land
enough upon every ranch,' he said, 'for Indians to live on.'

"The Indians of San Pasqual and Santa Ysabel belong to the Diegenes
tribe, with Pablo Pene chief, while those of Agua Caliente are Coahuila Indians,
under the chief-ship of Manual Largo. The two tribes speak different dialects;
a few in either tribe can speak the Spanish language, but I found none able
to converse in English. The aggregate number of the Diegenes is estimated at
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one thousand, distributed in about fifteen racherias, which are situated in
the central and southern portions of the county of San Diego.

"All of which I have the honor to submit.
"LUTHER E. SLIEGH
"REV. JOHN G. AMES,
"Special Agent Mission Indians."
Proceeding by way of San Pasqual and Bear Valley, for the purpose
of examining the country with reference to a reservation, I reached Pala
on the 18th, where, on the next day, I had interviews with Jose Antonio Sal,
chief, and with Manualita Cota, ex-chief of the tribe; also visited the
flourishing Palma rancheria on the Palma grant, reaching Rincon, the residence
of Olegario, whom most of the tribe acknowledge as chief, the same evening.
Here I was rejoined by Mr. Sleigh on the 20th.
It being Sunday, we held in the evening a religious service, which
was attended by most of the Indians of the rancheria, who gave respectful
attention to the words addressed to them. At their special request this service
was concluded with the recital of a portion of the liturgy of the Catholic
Church, one of their own number leading and the rest responding.

Visiting the potrero, near by, on the next day, I found an Indian
family of unusual interest, because of their greater intelligence and generally
recognized superiority among the tribe. The head of the family was absent,
but his wife, "Margarita," known far and wide among the Indians, seemed quite
competent to take the management of affairs in his absence. This Indian woman
claims a half league of land which was granted by the Mexican government to
her grandmother, and which she now holds by her mother's will intrust for
the heirs of the same. The rancheria upon this land is composed chiefly of
these heirs, who derive from the land a comfortable subsistence.

Returning to Rincon, I had the good fortune to witness in the evening
one of the traditional dances in which the Indians take so much delight. It
was conducted in an orderly manner, nor was it carried to excess, and could
hardly be regarded by any as other than a safe and commendable amusement for
them.
On the 21st, at this place, a conference was held with the San Luis
Rey Indians. Runners had been sent out to inform those living in the different
rancherias, and a large number had come together eager to hear the news from
Washington. This tribe takes its title from the Mission of that name. It is
father advanced in civilization than any other tribe of the so-called Mission
Indians. They have the reputation of being industrious, and for the most part
peaceable, and but for the difficulties they labor under, in consequence of the
unsettled condition of land matters and the disregard of their rights by the
settlers, would be self-sustaining and make reliable citizens.

At present they are in trouble about their chief, as indicated at
the conference at Los Angeles. A large majority perfer Olegario, and if an
election were held now he would doubtless be chosen. He is intelligent above
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the average, peaceably disposed toward the whites, capable of controlling
his Indians -- for he is virtually chief, notwithstanding the action of the
late superintendent -- and is at the same time an enthusiastic defender of
his people and disposed to take advanced grounds on questions of their rights.
A more competent man altogether cannot be found in the tribe.

Manualita Cota and Francisco Magla, ex-chiefs, and Jose Antonio
Sal, chief, were also present at the conference. We were obliged to employ
two interpreters, in order that all could be made to understand what we had
to say. I began by reading my letter of instruction, and explained the same
to them. Much satisfaction was expressed at the prospect of relief from
the Government at Washington.

They complained that they were subjected to many indignities from
white neighbors who covet the lands occupied by them; that the water they
had long depended upon for irrigation had been turned out of its course,
rendering their lands useless. Lands that they have supposed to belong to
them have, on various pretexts, been wrested from them. They feel that the
Government should protect them from injustice in such matters. They also
expressed a desire that schools should be established among them, so that
their children may learn to speak the English language and live more like
Americans.
I explained to them, at length, the law in relation to the Government and grant lands upon which they live; also, the laws of the State
relative to the care of stock, and trespass by the same.

In regard to the election of a chief, about which intense feeling
prevails, I told them I would refer the question to the Government for
instructions, as I had no authority to order an election at present.
In conclusion, addressing Olegario and his captains, and then Jose
Antonio Sal and his captains,' I charged them to see that the peace be kept
and the rights of everybody's property respected; that there should be no
strife among themselves, but that all should work together for the common good.

The aggregate number of the San Luis Rey tribe, as reported by the
several captains, is nine hundred and seventy-five. These are distributed
in ten rancherias, scattered over the northwestern portions of San Diego
County and located some upon Government and some upon grant lands.
On the whole the conference resulted satisfactorily. The Indians
expressed themselves as willing and anxious to live at peace with the settlers,
and ready to wait patiently, yet longer, for the Government to take such
action as will secure them in the enjoyment of their rights. They preferred
many requests, most of which are implied in the recommendations which are to

follow.
Leaving Rincon we rode over the mountains to Temecula, where is an
and from thence returned to Los Angeles.
village,
Indian
On the 1st of August I set out to visit the Coahuila Indians. This
tribe is divided into two sections, one under Cobezon as chief, living in
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San Gorgonio Pass, and in the desert beyond; the other, under Manual Largo,
located principally in the San Jacinto and Coahuila Valleys south of the San
Jacinto Mountains. The existence of the first-mentioned section of this tribe
has seldom, if ever, been recognized in any official report concerning the
Indians of Southern California.

Proceeding by way of San Bernardino, I visited Mr. M. H. Crafts,
residing near San Gorgonio Pass, whose letters to the Indian Office in regard
to these Indians had been referred to me by the honorable Commissioner. I
found Mr. Crafts thoroughly interested in their welfare, and well qualified,
through twelve years' acquaintance and friendly intercourse with them, to
render me efficient service. He accompanied me in my visit to the desert,
where, in our conference with the Indians, I saw in their manifest regard
for him how readily their confidence and good-will are awakened by kindly
treatment and sympathy.
A messenger was dispatched to summon Cabezon and his captains to
meet me at the potrero in the San Gorgonio Pass, on the following Wednesday.
Proceeded through the pass as far as Warm Spring Station for the purpose
of visiting a rancheria there located, and of ascertaining from actual
observation the condition of the desert Indians, returning to the potrero
to meet Cabezon according to appointment.

The venerable old man, supposed to be upwards of ninety years of
age, arrived about noon of the day designated, as the head of a company of
horsemen in single file, heralded by a marshal in uniform, who announced the
approach of the chief and captains with much pomp and noise. The company
seemed much exhausted from the fatigue of their hot ride through the desert,
while the condition of their horses indicated great destitution in the matter
of pasturage. Cabezon had the previous day sent an urgent request that meat and
flour should be furnished them on their arrival, as they were not able to
supply themselves with food at the conference. I could not do otherwise than
comply with this request, purchasing the necessary provision of a white
settler in the pass. This aged chief is in many respects a remarkable man.
He is venerated by all his people, over whom he has long exercised a powerful
influence and always in the interest of peace and good-will toward the whites.
Even when their rights have been disregarded and their enmity excited, he has
withheld them from acts of- ostility, persuading them to wait until the
Government should come to their aid. Through his influence, also, the tribe
has been kept from allying itself with the tribes on the Colorado River for
the purpose of making war upon the whites. His efforts seem from the first
to have been devoted to the preservation of the peace between the two races.

The mind shudders at the contemplation of what would probably have
been the results to the inhabitants of San Bernardino County had Cabezon and
his tribe assumed a different attitude. More than this, the whites of that
section of California have been largely dependent upon these Indians in the
care of their farms, much of the labor in all departments of farm-work being
performed by them. Many of the land-owners would have been subject to great
inconvenience had not this Indian labor been available. In the mean time the
Indians have reaped no permanent advantage from their labors; they have only
become demoralized by their contact with the whites.
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After resting a while and partaking of some refreshments, Cabezon
announced himself ready to proceed with the conference. This took about
the same direction as that at Rincon, detailed above.
The Indians dwelt at length upon the encroachments of the whites,
depriving them of lands to which they asserted their sole ownership, and
driving them back into the desert, where they must soon perish. They were
very reluctant to proceed to the consideration of any other questions until
they should be assured of the restoration of lands wrested from them, or, at
least, of the peaceable retention of what they now -occupy. They were very
much disposed to eject by force one or two trespassers who were just then
annoying them, and were induced to defer such action only on my assuring
them that their grievances would be made known at Washington, and that I felt
confident the Government would protect them in their rights.

They complained also of being overlooked in the distribution of
presents, saying they had received only the merest pittance, while other
Indians, who were not more deserving than they, had been liberally supplied.
To this I replied by assuring them that the Government would endeavor to
prevent any unjust discrimination hereafter, and that in any future distribution of goods among the Indians of Southern California they should receive
their proper share.

They requested that schools might be established among them, and
expressed a willingness to co-operate with the Government in any effort it
should make for their benefit.
In conclusion, Cabezon said he was growing very old,and must soon
die, but he wished before he passed away to see his Indians settled upon
lands which they could call their own, and hwere they and their children
could live unmolested. At a subsequent interview with Cabezon and a few of
his tribe at the residence of Mr. Crafts, the same topics were still further
discussed, with the additional request that the Government regard his wish
concerning his son, then present, whom he had appointed his successor as
chief of the Coahuilas.
The aggregate number of this section of the tribe, as reported by
the several captains, is one thousand and eighty, distributed in about
twelve rancherias. Most of these rancherias are located in the desert or
among the mountains bordering the same, where but limited opportunities for
procuring a livelihood are afforded.
At the potrero, however, where the conference was held, there
are, I should judge, eight hundred acres of irrigable land. This land has
been occupied from time imemorial by these Indians, and has, I was told, been
regarded as a kind of retreat for the squaws and the aged of the tribe, whenever
they had been driven back from the now more settled portions of San Bernardino
County. The potrero has been supposed to be well fortified against American
settles by the situation of their village at its entrance; but within a few
months an adventurous white man, coming over the mountain, has taken up his
abode in the upper part of their domain, where he constructed a rude dwelling
before his presence was known to the villagers. They demanded that he be
made to give up to them again their former pasture-grounds, and said they
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would have expelled him by force, had they not heard of my coming. They,
however, reluctantly consented to wait still longer to enable me to present
the facts in the case to the Government at Washington.
We proceeded thence by way of San Bernardino and Riverside, the
nearest available route, to visit that portion of the tribe which recognizes
Manual Largo as chief, residing principally in the San Jacinto and Coahuila
Valleys. I found the Indians of San Jacinto involved in the usual difficulties
with the whites. This rancheria is located partly upon a grant, and in close
proximity to the principal spring of water in the valley. Bitter disputes have
sprung up between the two races, which threatened at one time to result in
acts of violence. The whites accuse the Indians of running off and killing
their stock. This, I have no doubt, is sometimes done, though by no means to
the extent alleged.
The Indians on the other hand accuse the whites of driving them from
their lands and of wresting from them their homes, in violation of every
principle of justice, protesting their unwillingness to submit longer to such
treatment, and their purpose to take matters into their own hands unless the
whites desist from their encroachments or the Government protects them in
their rights.

Those living in the Coahuila Valley are more isolated and so less
subject to annoyance from settlers. They have, however, driven off one or two
whites who have attempted to squat upon their lands, and declare their intention to pursue the same course in the future if like attempts are made.
This section of the Coahuila tribe is less peaceably disposed -more inclined to resort to force in the maintenance of what they believe to
be their rights -- than any other Mission Indians. They have, during the
past summer, been very much excited by the presence among them of the United
States marshal, who came for the purpose of arresting certain parties accused
of stealing stock. The state of feeling is such that I deem it very important
that adequate measures be taken to preserve the peace and to secure the rights
of both parties at the earliest practicable moment.
A conference was held with Manual Largo and his principal captains,
in the Coahuila Valley. This conference, in its main features, so clearly
resembled those already held, that I deem it unnecessary to give a detailed
account of it.

The Indians under Manuel Largo, who was appointed chief by the late
Superintendent Whiting, number, as reported by their captains, eight hundred
and fifty-seven. They own more stock and are less given to agriculture than
their fellow Indians; this is owing, in part, to the fact that much of their
land is situated at such an elevantion that grain or vegetables cannot be
grown because of frost.

Returning to Los Angeles we proceeded thence to San Diego for the
purpose of examining into the condition of Indians residing in the southern
part of San Diego County. Having heard that there were quite a number in the
vicinity of Julian, a mining town situated some seventy miles in the interior,
we visited that locality. Julian is a resort to which many Indians flock for
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the purpose of procuring liquor, or for purposes still more reprehensible..
No Indian village, however, is located there, nor could I learn of more than
two or three rancherias along the southern border of the county. It was
impracticable to hold any conference with them from their being so much
scattered. Their condition very closely resembles that df the other
Diegenes above referred to in Mr. Sleigh's report. Quite a number of this
tribe are always to be found in the neighborhood of San Diego, and always in
a demoralized state. The facilities which towns afford for vicious and
debasing indulgences prove to no class more disastrous than to the Indians.

My tour of investigation among the Mission Indians has made me
more hopeful than I had anticipated in regard to their future, provided the
Government is ready to do what ought to be done for their relief.
In connection with many characteristics which belong to them in
common with the rest of their race, they exhibit others more closely allying
them to whites, of which efficient use may be made in efforts which the
Government shall undertake in their behalf. Their contact with the whites,
while in many respects it has wrought harm, has in others operated to their
advantage, especially as it will facilitate their future acquisition of the
arts of civilized life. While they complain of the manner in which they have
been treated by the whites, I discovered very little of the spirit of
revenge among them. So far from this, I think no other race would have borne
so patiently and with so little effort at retaliation the indignities and
wrongs to which they have been subject. They are generally indolent, which,
under the circumstances, is not a matter of surprise. I believe, however,
they can be persuaded to labor if those inducements are presented to them
that are most influential with other men. They are thriftless and wasteful,
but there have been, in their case, small encouragements toward the cultivation
of better habits. They take little thought of the morrow, satisfied if
their present necessities are supplied. This fault, however, can be
gradually remedied by establishing among them that individual relation to
property which subsists among the whites, and by fostering a desire for its

acquisition.
The sanctity of the marital relation is sometimes disregarded by
them, but the law of chastity is most frequently violated through the persuasions
of corrupt white men, who look upon the Indian as the defenseless victim of
their lusts. The evils resulting from this are so serious as to demand the
enactment of the most stringent laws tending to the suppression of this vice.
Guilty white men should be made to feel severely the consequences of their
acts. The infliction of punishment will operate more efficiently than any
effort to keep the two races separate.
The worst habit on the whole, in its results, to which they are
This works fearful demoralization among them. The
law forbidding the sale of liquor to Indians is violated with impunity.
Notice has seldom been taken of such violation by those charged with the
execution of the laws, partly because there has been no agent to interest
himself in the matter, and partly because public sentiment has too often
regarded the Indian as lawful prey even for whisky-sellers. Very unsatisfactory
results have for the most part followed attempts to secure conviction under
the law. The attention of the Government is earnestly called to this subject.

addicted in intemperance.
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It is probable that some change in the law itself, or in the provisions for
its execution, may be made by which it shall be rendered more efficient in
the suppression of this evil.
As for other evils incident to their situation, and other faults
of character, these, I think, can, in large measure, be gradually remedied
by the judicious management and good example of the agent who shall be
put in charge of them, and of his subordinates, and especially by bringing
them under the wholesome influence of law -- both State and national -whose protection and restraint will serve to promote order and peace, to
check individual license and self-will, and to foster a spirit of subordination and a just regard for each other's rights. I deem it of great importance
that these Indians should be treated as standing in the same relation to
the laws of the land as white men, and should be taught that violations of
law would subject them to punishment by the civil authorities.
THE RELATION OF THE MISSION INDIANS TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

The Mission Indians became subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States Government in virtus of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. By its
stipulations they were to occupy a relation to this Government analogous to
that sustained by them to the government of Mexico, and were to be protected
in the enjoyment of the rights appertaining to this relation. I shall not
here enter upon the discussion of the question of their citizenship under the
Mexican Republic. This question has been recently discussed in a report of the
late superintendent, Mr. Whiting, bearing date May 19, 1873, to which
attention is herewith called. In this report Mr. Whiting asserts the fact
that they were recognized as citizens by the government of Mexico and as
entitled to the privilege of voting. In accordance with this view it has been
decided by the United States court for the Territory of New Mexico, that the
Indians within the territory acquired by the United States from Mexico are,
by virtue of the provisions of the eighth article of the treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo of 1848, citizens of the United States. If this position is well taken
it would seem that, on their becoming subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States, they could not justly be denied all the special rights of citizenship,
or be treated as the Government has been accustomed to treat the wild and
uncivilized tribes with whom it has had principally to deal. As a matter of
fact, however, they have bever been recognized as citizens by our Government,
nor as entitled to any rights which a citizen is bound to respect.

They occupy an anomalous position. No treaty has ever been made with
them by which they could be recognized as imperium in imperio. They have never
assjmed a hostile attitude toward the Government or the settlers, requiring
the employment of force for their control. They never urged.their claims
upon the attention of the Government until recently, when it has become evident
to them that they will soon be deprived of everything they had thought their
own unless the Government interfere to prevent it.
They maintain their tribal relationship and self-government only in
a modified form, holding themselves amenable to the laws of the United States
and of the State of California. Tribal bonds are becoming gradually weaker,
and no distant day it is probably they may be readily persuaded to dissolve
this relationship altogether. It would not, in my view, be wise to attempt
this dissolution at present. Nor would it be wise to admit them as a whole
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to the privileges of the franchise, unless justice requires this -- unless it
can be clearly shown that this right was guaranteed by the treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo. it is very desirable, however, that they should be admitted
to all the rights of citizenship as soon as practicable, and that they
should as far as possible be encouraged and helped to fit themselves for the
intelligent exercise of these rights. There are a few who are already well
qualified and ready to become citizens, and who are willing, if necessary
to this end, to renounce all tribal jurisdiction.

Three Indians at least have recently made application to be registered
as citizens in Los Angeles County. Their petition was refused by the clerk of
the county court, acting under the advice of the district attorney, on the
lole ground of their being Indians. They then referred the matter, through
their attorney, C. N. Wilson, esq., to the United States commissioner at Los
Angeles, asking him to take such action in the premises as would fully test
their rights in this regard under the Constitution. He refused to have
anything to do with the case, further than to transmit the affidavits of
the Indians to the district attorney at San Francisco. Here the matter rests
for the present, with little prospect that anything in their interest will
be done by the officers of justice, to whom they have made appeal. Should
this claim continue to be disregarded, the attention of the Government will
again be called to their case, in the hope that some provision will be made,
if not already existing, by which they, and such as they, can readily secure
their recognition as citizens of the United States.
I deem it important that whatever hinders this should, so far as
possible, be removed, and that in the management of these Indians the Government should always keep in view their incorporation with the body-politic
at the earliest practicable moment.
THE RELATION OF THE MISSION INDIANS TO THE LANDS

It will be observed one claim which these Indians urge with much
feeling is their right and title to the lands upon which they and their
fathers have lived from time immemorial. They assert their former ownership
of all this country, and say that no purchase of any portion of it by white
men has ever been made. Much of it, however, has been forcibly taken from
them without their consent. They ask that this be no longer permitted, and
that the Government secure them in the possession of the few acres now occupied
by them.
However valid this claim might have been under the Spanish government,
show of justice it may now be urged, it has, I take it, no
whatever
and with
real validity in law as applied to lands in general. Since the acquisition of
this territory the United States have never acknowledged any Indian title
to the land. With other tribes treaties have been entered into, with a view
to the extinguishment of their title, involving often large expenditures of
the public money. As regards these Indians, however, a committee of the United
States Senate, to whom the matter was referred, reported that no such treaty
was necessary; "that the United States, acquiring possession of the territory
from Mexico, succeeded to its rights in the soil; and as that government
regarded itself as the absolute and unqualified owner of it, and held that
the Indian had no usufructuary or other rights therein which were to be in any
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manner respected, they, the United States, were under no obligations to treat
with the Indians occupying the same for the extinguishment of their title."
In accordance with this view, the assumed Indian title has always
been disregarded by the land-officers of the Government in this district
and by settlers. As expressed by the present register of the land-office,
the location of an Indian family or families on land upon which a white
man desires to settle is, in law, no more a bar to such settlement than would
be the presence of a stray sheep or cow. And so, like sheep or cattle, they
have been too often driven from their homes and their cultivated fields,
the Government, through its officers, refusing to hear their protests, as
though in equity as well as in law they had no rights in the least deserving
consideration. Such, however, havtng been, and still being, the theory and
practice of the Government, I cannot think it possible that it will now turn a
deaf ear to the complaints and to the petitions of these Indians. Every
consideration of justice and humanity, and a regard for their continued
peace and good will, unite to urge the Government to make immediate provision
for the few that remain of these once populous tribes, to secure them in the
enjoyment of their rights and in the possession of homes which they can truly
call their own.
The question of the equitable title of the Mission Indians to lands
in California is discussed in the report of Superintendent Whiting, above.
alluded to, to which attention is again called.
The policy of the Spanish, and subsequently of the Mexican government, was to intrust the care of the indians to the priests of the Catholic
Church. These priests were authorized to establish missions wherever required,
and to gather the Indians of the vicinity into communities about the missions.
Lands to the amount of from four to eleven leagues were assigned for the use
of each mission. The success which attended the efforts of these missionaries
is attested by the interesting, and in some cases remarkable, ruins of the
mission buildings erected by the Indians under their supervision, by the
degree of civilization to which the Indians were raised through their influeance and instruction, by the fact that at some of these missions as many
as five thousand Indians were gathered; that upon the lands of the mission as
many as seventy-five thousand head of cattle were kept, besides large flocks
of sheep and other stock, while corn and other articles of food were grown
sufficient for their support.
I am led to believe that it was the design of the Spanish government
to erect these missions into pueblos, and to distribute the lands among the
Indians, giving to each family a certain number of acres as soon as they were
sufficiently civilized to warrant such a step. This distribution of lands,
however, was never made under the Spanish rule, and, so far as I am informed,
in only one instance under the Mexican rule. I refer to the mission lands
of San Juan Capistrano, which, according to documents now in the archives at
San Francisco, were so distributed by order of the Mexican government. Upon
some of these lands Indian families are still living, claiming possession, and
justly, I think, in virtue of this actlon.
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A large portion of these mission lands is now included in grants
claimed to have been made previous to the cession of this country to the United
States. Nearly all the rest has been taken up under the pre-emption and
homestead laws, so that of the many leagues once set apart for the special
benefit of these Indians, and designed as their perpetual possession, not one
now remains to them.

Many Indians are at present living upon grants which have been
confirmed by the United States. Whether they are entitled to remain there
and to enjoy the use of the land, or are to be regarded as trespassers, is
a question which must soon be decided.
I have been frequently told that whenever grants were made under the
Mexican government the right of any Indians then located upon the grant to a
continual residente thereon was reserved, and the grantee was forbidden to
eject or disturb them. I have not been able to verify this assertion. The
Indians have assumed its correctness, and many of the grant owners have
hitherto seemed to acquiesce; at least they have suffered the Indians to
remain and enjoy the use often of the best portion of the grant, that, namely,
whose proximity to streams or springs of water makes it available for
agricultural purposes. The time will soon come, however, when they will
demand, and, I think on general principles, with justice, the removal of
these Indians. But, irrespective of such demand, the interest of the Indians
will, in my view, be best promoted by removing them from grant-lands at the
earliest practicable moment, and settling them upon lands to which the
Government can give them title, and where all improvements shall redound to
their own and their children's benefit.

MEASURES OF RELIEF DISCUSSED
In view of these facts to which attention has now been called; in
view especially of the peaceable and friendly attitude which they have always
maintained toward the Government; of the general indifference with which
their interests have been hitherto regarded by the Government; of the supposed
injustice and wrong of which they believe themselves to be the subjects; of
their helplessness in the presence of an increasing immigration, which, with
the sanction of the law, is driving them from their homes, and seizing, without
remuneration, upon possessions which they claim as their own; of the extremity
to which they are reduced, now that nearly all the land available for their
use has been taken up, an appeal is made to the Government that it will at
length interpose its offices in their behalf, and take such action as will
secure them in the undistrubed enjoyment of their rights and in the possession
of homes which settlers shall not be permitted to take form them. When this
appeal is made to an administration which has signalized itself by the just
and humane policy it has adopted toward the Indians, I cannot think that it
will be in vain. If other arguments or voices are needed to induce action on
the part of the Government in this matter, I would refer to the reports of
former agents who have had to do with the Mission Indians, nearly all of whom
have earnestly recommended that provision should be made for them without
needless day.
What can be done?
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Many suggestions have been made looking to a solution of this perplexing
question. Some urge the policy of declaring them citizens, and then letting
them take their chances with white men in securing lands under the homestead
act. To say nothing, however, of their general want of qualification for
citizenship, nor of the improbability of their soon attempting to avail
themselves of the provisions of this act, there is little or no land in
Southern California from which they could gain a livelihood upon to them.
Almost all the land fit for agricultural purposes has been taken up by
settlers, or is claimed under Mexican grants. The case would probably be very
idfferent were all spurious grant-claims disallowed, and the boundaries of
all genuine claims accurately defined, and the owners compelled to observe
these limits. The Government would undoubtedly then find itself to be the
possessor of many thousands of acres now claimed by private parties. There
might then be good land enough for the Indians and to spare. There is not
now. And to adopt the policy suggested would be only prejudicial to the
Indians' true interests.
Some advise that they be let alone, and left as heretofore to take
care of themselves, a policy which has already borne poisonous fruit, and
which would result in the still greater demoralization of both Indians and
whites, to say nothing of the bitter and hostile feelings which such a course
would engender among the former. It is not improbable that even the Mission
Indians might then be provoked to acts of hostility, insane as such conduct
might appear to us.
Others recommend that they be removed to a distance from their present
location, and be established on a reservation to be set apart for them either
in Arizona or in some part of California remote from white settlements, where
there will be least liability of trouble between them and settlers. This
course is advised by the press of San Diego, and would without doubt be
satisfactory to a large portion of the white population of San Diego County.
The arguments advanced in its support are chiefly to the effect that the area
of agricultural lands in San Diego County is so limited that it ought all
to be reserved for white men; that the presence of the Indian operates, and
will continue to operate, as a hinderance to the development of the resources
of the country, and that only increasing demoralizatton can be expected from the
continued contact of the Indians with the whites.
This would certainly be a simple solution of the problem if it were
practicable and just, neither of which can I think it to be.

The recommendation does not contemplate, except in a most indirect
way, the welfare of the Indian. It ignores all rights he may be supposed to have
in the land he now occupies, and disregards any preference he may cherish in
regard to his future location. It is suggested simply by a desire that that
section of country may be rid of a population regarded by many as an obstacle
in the way of their own prosperity, requiring for their support some portion
of the good land whose possession is aoveted for white settlers. It would,
if undertaken, be a purely arbitrary measure, and could only be executed by
force, as the Indians would not voluntarily relinquish their present homes to be
transferred to some distant and unknown region.
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Nor am I disposed to think that their being permitted to remain in the
country and to occupy arable lands will retard agricultural development. On the
contrary, I believ that if subject to judicious oversight and direction, and
made secure in the possession of lands, such lands would soon yield under
their management as large returns as would result if they were in the hands of
white men. I see no reason to doubt but that in a few years many of them would
become skillful farmers, whose peaceful labors would tend to increase from
year to uear the aggregate wealth of the community. But even if this were
altogether doubtful, I think the dictates of justice and wisdom would forbid
the approval of the plan above suggested on the part of the Government.
MEASURES OF RELIEF RECOMMENDED

It remains for me to indicate the measures that commend themselves
to my judgment as most judicious in the premises.
I recommend -In regd to the San Luis Rey Indians -- That, wherever they are now
found located upon Government lands, such lands be set aside for their use,
to the amount of not exceeding forty acres to every head of a family and to
every unmarried adult male Indian; that for such of the tribe as are now
settled upon land owned by private parties, the unappropriated land in Pala
and the adjacent township 9 south, ranges 1 and 2 west, San Bernardino
meridan, be reserved to be distributed in poirtions not to exceed forty acres
to each head of a family and to each unmarried adult male Indian. The undivided portion to be held in common for purposes of pasturage. There townships
formed a part of the reservation set apart for the Mission Indians in A.D.
1870, but subsequently restored to the public domain.

Pala is the site of one of the old Catholic mission churches, and
a place to which many of the Indians are still attached. Some of the best
lands of these townships have been taken by settlers, but there remains
enough, I think, to provide adequately for such of the tribe as are not otherwise provided for. There is water in the San Luis Rey River, which flows
through the valley, sufficient for purposes of irrigation if the Indians be
properly located and the water equitably distributed. Considerable expense
will attend such distribution, as the water must be conducted long distances
in ditches in order to be available for any large extent of territory. The
land, however, cannot otherwise be made productive, and I think the result
will justify all necessary expenditure.
The Indians who own lands in their own rights should be strongly
urged to retain them in their position and to transmit them to posterity.

Concerning the question of the chieftainship .of this tribe above
referred to, I recommend that a new election be allowed, as the large majority
desire, to be held at such time as the agent deems best, with the distinct
understanding that if any portion of the tribe should object to being put
under the chief then elected, they would be held as exempt from his jurisdiction
on the condition of their renouncing their tribal relation and registering
themselves as citizens of the United States.
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I advise this course the more readily from a persuasion that if any
avail themselves of this provision it will be a few of the more intelligent
of the tribe.

In regard to the Diegenes -- I recommend that townships 12 south, range
1 north and 1 east, and 13 south, range 1 north and 1 east, San Bernardino
meridan, be set aside as a reservation for their use. This will involve
an expenditure of several thousand dollars in the purchase of improvements
made by settlers, which improvements, however, would then redound to the
benefit of the Indians.

These townships constituted a part of the reservation above alluded
to, and include lands by far the most available in San Diego County for the
purposes in view. I regard it as most unfortunate that the order designating
Pala and San Pasqual as an Indian reservation was ever revoked, and am
convinced that this steop would never have been taken had not utterly
false representations been made to the authorities in Washington.
The expense and difficulty of satisfactorily settling this Mission
Indian question have, in my judgment, been very much increased by such action.
If it be deemed inexpedient by the Department to purchase the
improvements referred to above, I then suggest that the lands of these townships, not already taken up, be withdrawn from sale and reserved for these
Indians.
The only alternative provision that presents itself to my mind is
the purchase of some private grant. This would be attended with large
expense, and in my view no grant-lands can be found which will meet the requirements of the case as fully as the San Pasqual Valley, included in the
townships above mentioned. For further testimony concerning Pala and San
Pasqual, I would respectfully refer to reports as follows, viz: Special
report of B. C. Whiting, superintendent for California, under date of
December 6, 1867, and special report of General J. B. McIntosh, superintendent
for California, under date of August 25, 1869.
For the Coahuila Indians -- I recommend the purchase of from five
thousand to ten thousand acres of land in San Bernardino County, upon which the
now scattered members of the tribe shall be located. Available land can,
I think, be found near the base of the San Bernardino Mountains, which can be
secured at a not unreasonable rate. Should this be regarded as impracticable,
I then recommend that the Government lands upon which these Indians are now
living be reserved for their use, viz, the Coahuila Valley, in San Diego
County; the potrero, near San Gorgonio Pass, San Bernardino County, and such
other smaller portions of land as they now occupy and cultivate, and that
such of the tribe as are now settled upon lands owned by private parties be
removed to said reserved lands. If this course be adopted all white settlers
upon these lands should at once be required to vacate them.

The chief objections to this policy are, first, that it will leave
the tribe very much scattered, and greatly hinder the cultivation of such
knowledge and habits as will tend to render them intelligent and useful citizens
of the republic; and, secondly, the fact that the Coahuila Valley is not
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available for agricultural purposes, being subject to frost every month of the
year, and that the lands bordering the desert beyond the San Gorgonio Pass afford
but an insufficient and precarious subsistence.
In regard to the settlement of Indians upon reserved lands, I
think it very important that, while the grazing lands may -be held in common, the
agricultural lands should be distributed in clearly-defined portions among the
individual families of the tribe, and that each family should be held responsible
for the cultivation of its assigned portions. I suggest furthermore that each
family be assured of the possession of all the proceeds of the lands thus cultivated, and the ultimate possession in fee-simple of the land itself, provided they
continue to reside upon and to improve it for the space of twelve years.
It is for many reasons very desirable to break up the communistic
customs which have prevailed among them, and to cultivate, as far as possible,
a sense and pride of ownership and an ambition for the accumulation of property.
The Government should give the Indians clearly to understand that
they must support themselves after such provision shall have been made for them
as their present necessities require. I see no reason for thinking that they will
nOt do this if they shall be made secure in the possession of land, and shall be
Put under judicious supervision. I should decidedly oppose the issuing of
rations, or any other action which would lead them to suppose that they would be
taken care of without effort on their part, but should encourage the idea that
willingness
they would fare best whc were most industrious. The Indians assert their
Government.
a
the
burden
to
be
wish
to
to labor, and say they neither intend nor
I feel confident that, if the opportunities above suggested are
afforded them, they will themselves soon defray all the expenses of the agency
Charged with their care. More than this, I cherish the hope that they will at
ro distant day become prosperous and independent agricultural communities.

Some may think it would be better to locate all the Mission Indians
On a single reservation, and for many reasons this would be preferable. The great
suited for the
difficulty, however, in finding a sufficiently large tract of a land
Purposes of a reservation is a very serious obstacle to such course. This
difficulty arises not from any lack of unoccupied land, of which there areis large
an
areas in Southern California, but from lack of well-watered land. Water
large or small. It
absolutely indispensable requisite for an Indian settlement,
would be worse than folly to attempt to locate them on land destitute of water,
and that in sufficient quantity for the purposes of irrigation, if crops cannot be
grown without irrigation. Moreover, I think their progress toward civilization
and citizenship will be best promoted by the tribes being separately located,
While the expense incurred will not be largely increased thereby.
In the plan above suggested another difficulty is obviated, viz, that
Of persuading the Indians to remove to a distance from the places they now occupy.
will doubtless object
They prefer, as is natural, to be left where they I are, andhowever,
there will,
think,
in some instances to moving to any reservation.
Government,
the
of
wishes
the
for the most part, be a readiness to comply with
if it shall be seen that the Government is disposed to regard their wishes in
locating them as near as possible to the places to which from association they
are attached, and also in keeping the tribes distinct from each other.
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Should it be found practicable thus to locate these Indians, I
would earnestly recommend that schools be established among them as soon as possible,
regarding it as very much to be desired that the children should learn to speak
the English language, and be taught at least the rudiments of education. It was
one of their special requests that this should be done, showing some appreciation
of the advantages which education gives, and of the changed circumstances under
which their children are to live.
I further recommend that for the supply of their present wants
there be provided --

For the San Luis Rey Indians:

150
100
100
100
100

blankets
suits of clothes
hats
pairs of shoes
pairs of socks

1,000 yards of calico
1,000 yards of muslin
500 yrads of jean
250 yards of flannel
250 handerchiefs

10 plows
10 sets of plowharnesses
50 hoes
10 spades
20 shovels

For the Digenes:

150
100
100
100
100

blankets
suits of clothes
hats
pairs of shoes
pairs of socks

1,000
1,000
500
250
250

yards of calico
yards of muslin
yards of jean
yards of flannel
handkerchiefs
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10 plows
10 sets of plowharnesses
10 spades
50 hoes
20 shovels

it

II

OBSERVATIONS ON KJOKKEN MODDINGS
AND THE FINDS IN ANCIENT GRAVES IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Paul Schumacher, San Francisco, California*

The deposits of shells and bones that constitute the kitchen
middens of the earlier inhabitants on the coast of California, the Indians,
in external appearance completely resemble those in Oregon, which I have
described in the Report of the Smithsonian Institute of 1873, and which
manifest themselves everywhere on the American coast of the Pacific Ocean -at least as far as it has been explored in this context. Granting that certain
varieties of shells abd bones of the vertebrates are different, owing to local
conditions and the age of the strata, we find, nevertheless, that they, as
well as the stone objects found with them, resemble the KjBkken M8ddings in
distant Denmark.
I differentiate two types of such deposits: one deriving from
temporary occupation, the other from permanent occupation.

The earlier inhabitants occupied the temporary campgrounds only
during a favorable season, to gather their provisions of marine shellfish.
We therefore do not find any sign of houses, no assemblages of flint fragments
that point to an earlier existence of a workshop, where arrow- and spearpoints and the stone knives were manufactured. On the other hand there are
extremely sparse stores of bones of land animals, and graves are entirely
lacking. Thin sandy layers once deposited by the wind indicate the temporary

'The

somewhat indefinite designation "ancient" probably can be applied only
to the last two centurids. According to the reports of various travelers,
the utensils of the wild Indian tribes formerly living in Southern California
were of exactly the same nature as those found in the tombs (see Waitz,
Anthropologie der Naturvoelker, V. IV, p. 240, and H. H. Bancroft, The Native
Races of the Pacific, Vol. I, pp 407 and 408). The islands of the Santa
Barbara channel also still were inhabited until the end of the last century
by natives, and therefore we should not attribute a very great age to the
tomb finds described in the next article. In any case, the communications
of Mr. Schumacher seem to have more importance for the ethnology than for the
prehistory of America. (ed)

was received by the editorial office in July 1875. At
about the same time the office received from the author an issue of October
1874 of the periodical published in San Francisco and entitled "Overland
Monthly," in which the communications of the author are published, however
without illustrations. The study presented here is a translation made by the
author himself from the English original, in somewhat abridged form. (ed)

2The following article

*Translated from the original German by Dr. Fred Stross, Research Associate
of the Archaeological Research Facility. Original article in Archiv fUr
Anthropologie, Vol. 8, pp 217-221, 1875.
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absence of the inhabitants, but only by carefully studying vertical cross
sections of such shellmounds, which we mostly find on sandy ground or the dunes.

Permanent habitations on the other hand are constructed on solid,
albeit easily worked ground, and they are recognized by masses of flint
fragments and rock debris brought in by diverse mollusc shells that had
been taken from the rocks, as well as from the sandy shore, and by the bones
of diverse land animals. The practiced eye of the expert then also soon
discovers faint circular depressions in the soil, which sometimes are located
in regular rows, usually on a hill which commands a free view, and which
indicate to us the locations of houses of earlier times.
The graves I always found within a radius of 150 meters from the
former village, in Oregon even only a few paces from the domiciliary
depressions. Once one has located the site on which there formerly had stood
huts, he should look for the most elevated location within the confines of
the village, and he will not fail to find the graves there, provided that
the soil did not prove too difficult to work with the primitive tools of
inhabitants of that time. The nature of the graves themselves is as follows:
About 5 feet below the surface, the sandy floor was calcined by means of a
vigorous fire, which produces a hard brick-like crust about 5 inches thick.
This cavity is subdivided into small spaces that contain the skeletons by
means of flat sandstones about 1-1/4 inches thick, k foot wide and 3 feet
high. Usually this sort of slab was placed horizontally above the skull, as
a protective cover, exactly as I found it at the Chetko River in Oregon,
except that those graves were lined with the easily cleaved redwood (Sequoia
sempervirens) instead of stone slabs. Painstakingly executed linings,
however, which required hauling in the material over great distances, were
not the rule, but evidently signified wealth, for in the case of such
skeletons always there were present votive objects, which most often was not
the case with the others. As to the stone slabs, I found them painted in
most cases. One slab, which I took with me, exhibited 32 red stripes opposite
each other on both sides of a dark center line, at an angle of 600; this
design thus reminds one of a fir or the backbone of a fish (Fig. 58). In
most cases, however, only the lower surface of the stone was colored red. In
the graves outfitted in this manner the skeletons were lying on their backs
with knees pulled up and, usually, arms extended -- so that the hands were
lying adjacent to the feet -- without, however, placing them perferentially
in any particular direction. They often were lying about in great disorder,
with the evident intention of reducing the room needed for the corpses. to
a minimum. In the case of female skeletons, instead of the horizontal slabs
we find a mortar placed on its edge as a protective device, so that the
skull reposes in the cavity; if it is a pot with too narrow a neck to
receive the shull, we find it buried under the head. Bowls and jewlry are
placed most often near the head, while beads are found in the mouth, in the
eye cavities, and the sand-filled brain cavity, forced there through the
foramen magnum by the pressure load of the covering. It is striking that in
some cases the skeletons are lying on top of one another, and sometimes
closely packed next to each other, so that the uppermost are often found only
e feet from the surface. Such burials contain the fewest votive gifts, as
I often had occasion to notice, and they were mostly burials of women.
However, there is no evidence for the assumption that these were slaves of some
rich man of the tribe, for I usually found the lowermost skeletons disturbed in
-
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such a conspicuous manner that it could have happened only by opening the
grave after decomposition. Thus for instance I found a lower jaw-bone, in
its proper place, but placed upside down, so that both rows of teeth pointed
downward; in another case the thigh bones were placed with the knee pointing
toward the pelvis, and frequently the bones were completely separated and
interchanged. Such disturbances in the placement of the skeletons led me to
the assumption that the corpses were buried at different times, and that
the disorder was brought about by repeated re-opening of the graves. The
objects found with the skeletons were in the correct position, which is
easily ascertained especially in the case of the mortars and pots; this is
a reason for not assuming a later disturbance by action of a different tribe.
Chareoal is present in large quantities, with few exceptions consisting
of the redwood mentioned above, which at present is found in this region only
in the form of driftwood. Sometimes one finds remnants of split rails 3 to
6 inches in diameter, and of boards that were approximately two inches thick.
Viewing of such remains instinctively suggests that they represent the last
remains of the habitation of the departed, placed in the grave in the form
of ashes, together with the other possessions -- and this custom I had
occasion to observe in the case of the Chetko Indians a year ago.

The household utensils that I found in the course of excavation of
approximately 300-400 skeletons in the1graves [of the settlements] designated
Kesmali, Temeteti, Nipomo, and Walecha ), remain so similar in their aspect
and their nature that it is not necessary to attribute them to the respective
graves, for they apparently belonged to branches of the same tribe.
The large cooking-pots, which are made in spherical shape from
micaceous schist, are especially remarkable, (Fig. 59). The opening, which
has a small protruding lip, is only 5 inches wide on a pot measuring 18
inches in diameter, and the wall near the opening is only 1/4 inch thick, but
going to ward the bottom increases with greatest regularity to 1-1/4 toward
the bottom. Pots from the same material were also excavated, which from the
point of widest diameter downward become more narrow, and appear more modern,
by virtue of their wide opening (Fig. 60). Others become narrower toward
the top, in a pear shape (Fig. 61). A whole assortment of dishes was brought
to light, which measure 1-1/4 to 6 inches in diameter.-(Figs. 62 and 63). Some,
including a few of fine shape, are made of serpentine and are polished.
The smallest dish that was excavated I found enveloped in three shells (Fig.
64); it contained hardened black pigment. It is remarkable that all these
dishes had traces of color on them, and some were even filled with it,
and we can therefore assume that such dishes were not used in partaking of
food. Then there also was a pan equipped with a handle, (Fig. 65) and a
plate, similarly made of micaceous schist, which had a hole that clearly
showed that it had been made with a drill (Fig. 66). The mortars of sandstone

she three first-mentioned graves are located within 14 English miles from each
other, and not more than 7 English miles from the coast; Walecha on the
other hand is 35. miles from the coast of San Luis Bay on the Santa Maria
River.
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(Fig. 67), vary widely in size; they were found to range from 3 inchdiameter (at the widest part of the cavity) and a 1-1/2 inch height, to a diameter
of 16 inches and a hieght of 13 inches, with corresponding pestle (Fig. 68).
No spoons or knives were found in the graves. On the other hand three fine
funnel-shaped pipes of serpentine were found, which resemble those found in
Oregon in form, although they are considerably more substantial (Fig. 69).
Few weapons were found, but what little there was, was mostly of
excellent workmanship. Only one spearpoint of obsidian was found, 5-1/2
inches long; another spearpoint of chalcedony, 9-1/2 inches long and 1-1/4
inches wide is of very beautiful form and of most careful workmanship.
As concerns ceramic ware, I found during my investigations only
one noteworthy object, the vessel shown in Fig. 70. The clay body as well
as the glaze is coarse-grained, and the different rosettes, which are of
primitive form, apparently were pressed in freehand, for the impressions are
not equal in depth, and their placement varies. Because of the small number
of such objects found on the Californian coast it is difficult to come to a
conclusion as to whether pottery was practiced by the natives themselves,
which I am inclined to doubt a priori, or whether those objects were acquired
from the peoples of Mexico skilled in the art of pottery, by barter; or
whether they, as well as other objects, such as the glass beads frequently
found, derive from the time of Christian missionaries, when objects from the
higher civilization were introduced among the natives.
Another object with an equally dubious pedigree, since nothing
similar has yet been found here, is a bronze cup (Fig. 71). It is molded
and the handles are riveted to it; the ornamentation consists of straight
lines, in a manner similar to that of the Hallstadt finds. The space between
the leg and the lowest line decoration of the cup fragment is divided into
small squares having a diameter of a pinhead, by means of shallow grooves,
but they are pronounced only in some spots; moreover the cup still exhibits a
design, which goes from the vicinity of a hold (molded) toward the pedestal.
Inside the cup one can see la4ceolate leaves forming a star in the middle
of the bottom, e specially when the cup is wet. The entire vessel is covered
with fine vert antique.
I turned over my collections to the well-known Smithsonian Institution
in Washington, at whose expense I shall soon organize a fairly substantial
field trip having the exploration of the islands in the Santa Barbara Channel
as its objective.

San Francisco, California, March 1875
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ANCIENT GRAVES AND SHELLHEAPS OF CALIFORNIA**

Paul Schumacher

During my visit to that part of the California coast between Point
San Luis and Point Sal, (Map A,) in the months of.April, May and June of
1874, I often had occasion to observe extensive shell-heaps, like those I
had found about a year previously so numerous along the shores of Oregon.
These deposits of shells and bones are the kitchen refuse of the earlier
inhabitants of the coast regions, where they are now found, and, though
differing from each other in their respective species of shells and bones of
vertebrates, according to the localities and the ages to which they belong,
they have still, together with the stone implements found in them, a remarkable
similarity in all parts of the North American Pacific coast that I have
explored -- a similarity that extends further to the shell-heaps or "KjUkkenmJddings" of distant Denmark, as investigated and described by European
scientists.
.In Oregon, from Chetko to Rogue River*, I found that these deposits
contained the following species of shells: Mytilus Californianus, Tapes
staminea, Cardium-Nuttallii, Purpja lactuca, &c.; eight-tenths of the whole
being of the species first mentioned.
In California, on the extensive downs between the Arroyo Grande and
the Rio de la Santa Maria, the mouth of which latter is a few miles north
of Point Sal, I found that the shells, on what appear to have been temporary
camping-places, consist nearly altogether of small specimens of the family
Lucina; so much so that not only can scarecely any other sort be found, but
hardly even any bones. My reason for supposing these heaps to be the remains
of merely temporary camps, is the small number of flint knives, spear-heads,
and other implements found therein, and the total absence of any chips that
might indicate the occasional presence of a workshop where domestic tools
and weapons of war were manufactured -- a something that immediately strikes
the accustomed eye in viewing regularly well-established settlements. On
further examining this class of heaps by a vertical section, we find layers
of sand recurring at short intervals, which seem to indicate that they were

*Of the collections made b.y the writer at that place, the complete and
illustrated description will be found in the Smithsonian Report for the year
1873, p. 354.

**Smithsonian Institution, Annual Report for 1874, pp. 337-350, 1875. (Omitted
in the present reprint is the "Catalogue of [116] Implements Found in the
Different Graves".)
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visited at fixed seasons; those mUddings exposed toward the northwest being
vacated while the wind from southwest was blowing sand over them, and,
mutatis mutandis, the same happening with regard to camps with a southwest
aspect while the northwest wind prevailed. It is fair, then, to suppose
that these places were only the temporary residences of the savages to whom
they appertained; that they were tenanted during favorable times and seasons
for the gathering of mollusks, which, having been extracted from their shells,
were dried in the sun for transportation to the distant permanent villages.
The comparatively small quantities of shell-remains now found at these
regular settlements going also to support this theory. No graves have been
found near these temporary camps. I discovered, however, one skeleton of an
Indian, in connection with which were thirteen arrow-heads, but it was plainly
to be seen that the death of this person had happened during some short sojourn
of a tribe at this place, as the burial had been effected in a hasty and
imperfect manner, and the grave was without the usual lining which, as we
shall see, is found in all the other tombs of this region.
On the extremity of Point Sal, the northern protection of which is
covered by large sand-drifts, we find, down to the very brink of the steep
and rocky shore, other extensive shell-deposits, which, with few exceptions,
consist of the Mytilus Californianus and of bones; flint chips being also
found, though very sparsely in comparison with the mass of other remains.
The sea having washed out the base of this declivity, and the top-soil having,
as a consequence, slid down, we see on the edge of the cliff shell-layers
amounting in all to a thickness of four or five feet; that part closest to the
underlying rock appearing dark and ash-like, while the deposit becomes
better preserved as the surface is neared. At other places, for example, on
the extreme outer spur of this Point Sal, the shell-remains have been so
conglomerated or cemented together by extreme antiquity as to overhang and
beetle over the rocks for quite a distance.

Leaving the temporary camps, we shall visit the regular settlements
of the ancient aborigines. Traces of these are found near the southern Point
Sal, at a place where it turns eastward at an angle of something less than 90,
behind the first small hill of the steep ridge which trends easterly into the
country, and which, up to this spot, is, on its northern slope, covered with
drift-sand and partially grown over with stunted herbage, (Fig. 2.) Further
traces of a like kind are to be seen on the high bluff between North and South
Point Sal, (Fig. 3). Here the shells are piled up in shapeless, irregular heaps,
as they are met in all localities on the coast where there were the fixed
dwelling-places of people whose principal food consisted of fresh shell-fish;
for in the neighborhood of these permanent homes the shell-remains were always
put away in fixed places, while in temporary camps they were carelessly
distributed over the whole surface of the ground. Very vividly did these
bleached mounds recall to my mind the immense remains of such heaps as I had
seen in Oregon, on the right bank of the Chetko, as also near Nat-e-net, and
near Crook's Point, Chetl-e-shin, close to Pistol River. I remembered, aiLo
how I had observed the Indians in various places; for example, near Crescent
City, on the Klamath, and on the Big Lagoon, forming just such shell-heaps;
two or three families always depositing-their refuse on the same heap.
To return to Southern California. A deposit similar to that of Point
Sal, although much smaller, is found on the left bank of the Santa Maria River,
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near its mouth. Both at the first-described fixed camps and at this place
there are to be found tons of flint-chips, scattered about in all direction,
as also knives, arrow-heads, and spear-heads in large numbers. I was somewhat
disappointed, however, in being unable to find any graves; such numerous
heaps indicating the existence of important settlements, that should have
been accompanied by burying-places. I therefore moved farther inland, seeking
a locality where the soil could be easily worked, where a good view of the
surrounding country could be had, and where, above all, there was fresh
water, all of which requirements appear to have been regarded as necessary
for the location of an important village. I soon recognized at a distance
shell-heaps and bones, the former of which become scarcer as we leave the
shore. Approaching these, on a spur of Point Sal, upon which a pass opens
through the coast-hills, and on both sides of which are springs of fresh
water, though I did not succeed, after a careful examination, in distinguishing
the remains of a single house, I think I found the traces of a large settement
on a kind of saddle on the low ridge, where flint-chips, bones, and shells
lie in great numbers. At length search revealed to me in the thick chapparral
a few scattered sandstone slabs, such as in that region were used for lining
graves. Digging near these spots, I at last found the graves of this settlement, called by the old Spanish residents call Kes-ma-li. (Fig. 4)
Here were brought to light about one hundred and fifty skeletons and
various kinds of implements. The graves were constructed in the following
manner: A large hole was made in the sandy soil to a depth of about five
feet; then a fire was kept in it until a hard brick-like crust was burned to
a depth of four or five inches into the surrounding earth. The whole excavation
was then partitioned off into smaller spaces by sandstone slabs, about one
and a half inches thick, one foot broad, and three feet long; in which smaller
partitions the skeletons were found. One of these slabs generally lay horizontally over the head of the corpse, as a kind of protecting roof for the
skull, just as I found them at Chetko River, although in the latter place
the graves were lined with split redwood boards instead of stones. Such
careful burial is not, however, always met with, and must evidently be taken
as a sign of the rank or the wealth of the deceased; the more so, as in such
graves I usually found many utensils, which is not the case with the more
carelessly formed tombs, which were covered with a piece of rough stone or
half a mortar. Tne slabs above mentioned were generally painted, and a piece
Which I carried off with me was divided lengthwise by a single straight,
dark line, from which radiated, on either side, at an angle of about 60, thirtytwo other parallel red lines, sixteen on each side, like the bones of a fish
from the vertebrae. In most cases the inner side of the slab was painted
red. Unluckily the specimen I took with me became wet, by rain, before I was
able to convey it to a place of safety, and the previously well-preserved
design was blurred.

In these graves the skeletons lay on their backs, with the knees
drawn up, and the arms, in most cases, stretched out. No definite direction
was observed in the position of the bodies, which frequently lay in great
disovder, the saving of room having been apparently the prime consideration..
Some skeletons, for example, lay opposite to each other, foot to foot, while
adjoining ones, again, were placed crosswise. The skeletons of females have,
instead of the protecting head-slab, a stone mortar or a stone pot placed on
its edge, so as to admit the skull, which latter, if too narrow in the neck to
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admit the skull, is simply buried underneath it. Cups and ornaments, both
in the case of men and women, lie principally about the head, while shellbeads are found in the mouth, the eye-sockets, and in the cavity of the skull,
which latter is almost always filled with sand, pressed in through the
foramen magnum, The skeletons were, in some cases, packed in quite closely,
one over another, so that the uppermost were only about three feet below the
surface of the ground. The indications of poverty are very evident in regard
to these, in the scarcity of ornaments, except, perhaps, when they are females,
as they are in the majority of cases. I cannot accept the hypothesis that
these were the slaves of some rich man and buried with their master; for the
lower skeletons were generally found to have been disturbed in a very singular
manner, such as could only have been occasioned by a re-opening of the grave
after the decomposition of the bodies. I found, for example, a lower 3aw
lying near its right place, but upside down, so that both the upper and the
lower teeth pointed downward; in another case the thigh-bones lay the wrong
way, the knee-pans being turned toward the basin; and, in other instances,
the bones were totally separated and mixed up; all tending to show that the
graves had been repeatedly opened for the burial of bodies at different times.
Once I even found, upon piercing the bottom-crust of a sepulchre, another
lying deeper, which, perhaps, had been forgotten, as the bones therein were
somewhat damaged by fire. Plenty of charcoal is found in these tombs, usually
of redwood, rarely of pine, and I could not determine any third variety.
Sometimes there were also discovered the remains of posts from three to six
inches in diameter, and of split boards about two inches in thickness. There
are probably the remains of the burned dwelling of the deceased, placed in his
grave with all his other property, after the fashion I observed in Chetko
last year.
I examined other graves resembling those described at Point Sal.
These others are known by the name of Te-me-te-ti. They lie about fourteen
miles north of the Point Sal graves, and are situated on the right bank of the
Arroyo de los Berros, opposite to the traces of former settlements about
seven miles inland. These tombs only differed from those of Kes-ma-ti in not
being lined with the thick burned brick-like crust mentioned above, but with
a thin light-colored crust, slightly burned, and not more than a quarter of
an inch thick.
To these graves I-paid a second visit, hoping to obtain more material,
having been there only a very short time at my first visit. But the proprietor'
of the land disappointed my desires, for he appeared, in spite of my scientific
explanations, to be inclined, according to squatter-fashion, to prevent, with
his rifle, my visit to the land, to which he possessed no title. These were
the graves where I found the bronze cup, and a buckle of the same material,
which later, I am sorry to say, was unaccountably lost. I had hopes to discover
more of such articles, enabling me to trace the connections of these people.
The location of this village is Father hidden; it is situated on a small plain
between a bluffy elevation on the left bank, and the rather high and wooded
right banks of the Los Berros Creek. I could plainly notice the excavations
where houses had formerly stood, and particularly the large sweat-house.

In company with the well-informed and industrious antiquarian, Dr.
W. W. Hays, and Judge Venabel, of San Luis Obispo, I explored another aboriginal
settlement known by the name if Ni-po-mo. It is situated on the large rancho
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of like name, about eight miles inland, and distant about a mile and a half
from the Nipomo Ranch House, occupied by the hospitable Dana brothers. These
graves are also in sandy soil, near a former settlement, the existence of which
is well marked by quantities of flint-chips, fragments of tools, bones, and
a few shells. Only about three hundred yards from the graves, and nearly in
a straight line with them and one of the houses of Nipomo Ranch, there is
a large spring of good water, surrounded by willows. These graves were
indicated by an elder-bush, a plant which I always found near the graves,
or in the neighborhood of ancient settlements.

Lastly, I examined the Wa-le-khe settlements, (Fig. 5). I
hesitated to undertake the trip to these graves, because I only had four days
left before the departure of the steamer; and consequently I would only have
about six hours remaining for work. But, as I supposed this country offered
much of interest to the explorer, I made only the following examination:

About twenty-five miles from the mouth of the Santa Maria River tte
Alamo Creek empties into it, discharging a large amount of water. Following
the wide bed of the Santa Maria for about seven miles farther up stream, we
reach a smooth elevation, which at this place rises about sixty feet above
the bend of the river, and which trends in a curve toward the mountains on the
right bank. At the farthest end of this, at a place where a fine view over,
the whole valley is had, we find the traces of the ancient village, now
known as Wa-le-khe. A short distance from the former dwellings, 6n the
highest point of the ridge, an excavation marks the spot where once a house
stood, probably that of a chief.
I started from San Luis Obispo to visit this place, passing by the
remakrable tar-springs, which are situated at about a distance of eighteen
miles from the town. Near them I found traces of what had formerly been a
large ditch. As before stated, I had not time to make thorough examinations,
yet I found that the ditch was still three feet wide, and entered the creek
some miles above the tar-springs, on the banks of which creek the said
springs are found in different places. Near the road I observed, in the
middle of the ditch, an oakttree, measuring twelve inches in diameter, and
which plainly had taken root after the abandonment of the ditch; for it was
not torn up, as would have been caused by the running water, but was at
this place well preserved.
I also visited Ostion rancho, (sometimes called Ranchito,) at which
place there are extensive beds of oyster-shells, and also some other species
of shells, among which are prominently Tapes. At one place, about fifty
yards from the right bank of the Arroyo Grande, the shells are closely packed
and bound together with coarse sand, forming quite an extensive bluff. I
collected a few specimens, which I presented to the California Academy of
Sciences.

At the place where Alamo Creek empties into the Santa Maria River,
on its left bank, I found several earth-works, and they appeared to me to
have been built on this level but elevated spot, the entrance of the valley,
for defensive purposes. During my hasty examination I could not discover any
place where a house might have been, nor any graves, but nevertheless I incline
to the belief that near this place had been an important settlement; for
-
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Alamo Creek has better drinking-water than the Santa Maria River, and its
width and the adjoining country form quite a picturesque landscape, which,
together with the excellent hunting-ground, is really most inviting for a
settlement. Probably, on closer examination, the remains of a settlement
might be found in the plain on the right bank, Where the elder-bushes give
welcome shade to man and beast. I have no doubt that the banks of Alamo
Creek and the surrounding country will yet yield many remains of former
settlements, as also the banks of the Santa Maria River and its tributaries,
where, besides the settlement of Wa-le-khe, which I explored, there are two
others, known to the ever-roving Vaqueros.

With regard to the general character of the domestic utensils, arms,
and ornaments which I found in examining about three hundred skeletons in the
graves of Kes-ma-li, Te-me-te-ti, Ni-po-mo, and Wa-le-khe, they all resemble
each other very closely, seeming to show that their possessors all belonged
to the same tribe. First of all, the large cooking-pots attract attention.
They consist of globular or pear-shaped bodies, hollowed out of magnesian
mica. The circular opening, having a small and narrow rim, measures only five
inches in diameter in a pot with a diameter of eighteen inches. Near the
edge of the opening, the vessel is only a quarter of an inch thick, but its
thickness increases in a very regular manner toward the bottom, where it
measures about one and a quarter inches. Made of the same material, I found
other pots of a different shape, namely, very wide across the opening, and
narrowing toward the bottom. With these I have also now in my possession many
different sizes of sandstone mortars, of a general semiglobular shape, varying
from three inches in diameter and one inch and a half in height to sixteen
inches in diameter and thirteen inches in height, all external measurements,
with pestles of the same material to correspond. There were, further, quite
an assortment of cups, measuring from one and a quarter to six inches in
diameter, neartly worked out of serpentine, and polished. The smallest of
these was inclosed, as in a boudly-covered dish, by three shells, and contained
paint, traces of which, by the wau, were found in all these cups, from which
we may suppose that they were not used for holding food.

Neither spoons nor knives were found in these graves. I got, however,
three beautiful serpentine pipes, shaped like cigar-holders, much ktronger
than, but similar in shape to, those found in Oregon. Not many weapons were
picked up here, only a few arrow and spear heads; these, however, were mostly
of exquisite workmanship. A spear-head of obsidian, five and a half inches
long, was the only object I found of this material; another lance-point of
chalcedony, nine and a half inches long and one and a quarter inches wide, was
beautifully shaped and carefully made.
A remarkable ohject is a bronze cup which was found at Te-me-te-ti.
with red paint, and contained also the pretty paint-cup inclosed
filled
It was
in the three shells mentioned before. I also found in the same grave, a
Spanish coin of the last century, and a bronze buckle, which latter was lost.
The bronze cup, the coin, and a pot of burnt coarse, sandy clay which was
found at Ni-po-mo, and also a few remains of corroded iron knives, found in
the three graves, tell us of the last days of the existence of these people
at a time when they evidently had hold intercourse with the advancing missionaries,
who, almost everywhere in America, were the pioneers of civilization.
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Most of the objects were found perfect; and those which were not, had
been broken by the pressure and shifting of the soil, as could easily be seen
from their position. It is, therefore, certain that the bulk of the property
buried with a person was not purposely broken nor destroyed, the same thing
being true of my investigations in Oregon. I even found mortars and pestles
which had been repaired and cemented with asphaltum. The richer occupants
of the graves had shell and glass beads in great numbers, sickle-shaped ornaments
of the abalone (halictis) shell, and an ornament resembling dentalium, but made
of a large clam-shell, strewed about their heads.

During my explorations I also diligently searched for caves which
might have been inhabited and from which important information might have
been obtained. But in these investigations I did not meet with much success,
partly because I had not the time necessary at my disposal, for scareely had I
got to a place where they existed, when my duties demanded my attention and
obliged my to give up the exploration. I could, therefore, only designate
on my map the place which I might, with some degree of certainty, suppose to
be a formerly-inhabited cave, so as to facilitate later investigations. Once
I was obliged to suspend work at Point Sal for a whole week on account of
thick fog. I had time, however, to search in the gorges and rocks, hoping
to find ethnological objects. I discovered and opened at that time the graves
of Kes-ma-li, and not far off the cave, (Figs. 4 and 6). But I was rather disappointed, when, after clambering through and over almost inaccessible places,
I reached the cave, and found that it was only eight by four feet wide and
eight feet high; and that there were in it only one pestle, with many
oyster shells, bones, and teeth. The floor was formed of stratified brown
ash-like soil, in which were the above-mentioned objects. The circular entrance
to the cave measured three feet in diameter. On the right-hand side of the
entrance was a niche which had evidently been worked out of the hard but
cracked sandstone, and was large enough for one person to sit comfortably
therein. Toward the back part, the cave has also been worked out, so that
a person might lie &own stretched out; that is, I found that I could comfortably occupy these positions, although I am seventy-three inches in height.
The whole cave, it appears to me, had been artificially made with a chisel.
I did not examine the articles which it contained very closely, and must,
therefore, refer to the collection itself. For the same reason, I have not
said much about a11 the other objects of the collection, but refer for more
particulars to the following catalogue and to the collection itself.
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REPORT ON THE OPERATIONS OF A SPECIAL PARTY FOR MAKING ETHNOLOGICAL
RESEARCHES IN THE VICINITY OF SANTA BARBARA, CAL., WITH AN HISTORICAL
ACCOUNT OF THE REGION EXPLORED, BY DR. H. C. YARROW,
ACTING ASSISTANT SURGEON, UNITED STATES ARMY.
UNITED STArES ENGINEER OFFICE,
GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEYS WEST OF THE 100TH MERIDIAN,
Washington, D. C., December 18, 1875.

SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the operations of a special party under my charge detailed by you for the purpose of
making ethnological researches in the vicinity of Santa Barbara, Cal. The
report, as will be found, is prefaced by a short historical account of the
region explored, as given by Cabrillo, a Portuguese, who visited the coast
of California in 1542.

Very respectfully,

H. C.

A. A. Surg.

U. S. Arm,

Surg.

and

Zool.

YARROW,

to Expedition.

Lieut. GEO. M. WHEELER,
Corps of Engineers, in Charge.

On the 27th day of June, 1542, Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, a
Portuguese navigator in the service of Spain, left the port of Navidad,
New Spain, with two small vessels, the San Salvador and La Victoria, to
explore the coast of California, which he sighted on the 2d of July.
Proceeding along it, on the <7th of October he came in view of two islands
some distance from the mainland, which he named after his vessels; these
islands, lying in Santa Barbara Channel, southwest of San Pedro , and now
known as San Clemente and Santa Catalina. On these islands, Cabrillo
found many aborigines, who at first showed great fear of the Spaniards, but
finally, becoming friendly, told him of numerous other Indians on the mainland. Resting here but two days, he set sail on the 9th. Shortly afterward,
reaching a spacious bay and following its shore-line, he soon came upon a
large village of Indians close to the sea-shore. Here his ships were visited
by the savages in canoes, from the great number of which he called their town
Pueblo de las Canoas. It would appear impossible to fix the exact site of
this town, but circumstances point to the city of Santa Barbara as the
locality. On the 13th, resuming his voyage, he passed near two large uninhabited islands, now known to be Santa Cruz and San Miguel, and anchored
in front of an extremely fertile val ley . Here he was visited by many
natives coming to sell fish, who informed him that the whole coast was
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densely populated as far northward as Cabo de Galera, or Point Concepcion
of the present day. Northwest from the Pueblo de las Canoas, he discovered
two islands, which he named San Lucas, afterward known as San Bernardo, and
which at the present day are supposed to be those of Santa Rosa and Santa
Barbara. Point Concepcion was reached by this Portuguese navigator on
November 1, after much suffering from cold, winds, and tempests. Anchoring
near this place to obtain wood and water, he called the port de las Sardinas,
from the abundance of fish thereabouts. Here were found many natives of
most friendly disposition, one of whom, an old female, said to be the Queen
of the Pueblos, came off to the captain's ship and remained two nights.
Returning to the Island St. Lucas on account of bad weather, on the 3d of
January, Cabrillo died on the island called la Posesion, believed to be
the present San Miguel. Of the manner of his death, and his notes in regard
to the Indians he saw, we shall have occasion to speak hereafter. With this
account of one of the earlier explorers of the region to be visited by ourselves, as a proper preliminary to a report of our own operations, we now
proceed to give the latter in detail, first, however, briefly mentioning
the circumstances which led to the exploration in question.
It is reported that some years ago the captain of one of the small
schooners common to the Pacific coast returned from a visit to the island of
San Nicholas, and stated having seen quantities of pots, stone implements,
skulls, and divers sorts of ornaments on the surface of shell-heaps, which
had been uncovered by storms, and exhibiting in proof of his assertions a
number of these articles which he had brought with him, and which he distributed among his friends. It is reported that this captain again visited San
Nicholas and its neighbor, Santa Catalina, and returned with a full schoonerload of relics, but this part of the tradition lacks confirmation.

Little attention was paid to this most valuable archaeological
discovery until 1872 and 1873, when Mr. W. G. W. Harford, of the United
States Coast Survey, happened on the islands of San Miguel and Santa Rosa,
lying to the northward and westward of the islands before mentioned. From
these islands this gentleman procured a small but exceedingly valuable collection of interesting objects, which came into the hands of Mr. Wm. H. Dall,
a most intelligent and enthusiastic collector, from which he deemed the
locality of sufficient importance to visit it in person. This he did in the
winter of 1873 and 1874. Mr. Dall visited San Miguel and Santa Catalina,
but as his time was limited, no thorough examination was made of this mine
of archaeological wealth lying then temptingly open to view. He, however,
procured many interesting specimens. During the same season, Mr. Paul
Schumacher, well known for his investigations farther up the coast, discovered in the vicinity of San Luis Obispo and the Santa Maria River,
deposits similar to those found on the islands. The results of these discoveries being communicated to the Smithsonian Institution, this establishment determined to make a thorough and exhaustive exploration of not only
the mainland, but also of the islands; and, in the spring of 1875, Mr.
Schumacher was named to conduct the work in behalf of the National Museum.
By a fortunate coincidence, one of the parties of the Expedition for Explorations west of the One hundredth Meridianunder the War Department, of which
the writer was placed in charge, was about to visit the Pacific coast, and
an arrangement was entered into whereby hearty co-operation and unity of
effort were effected. Mr. Schumacher was to explore the islands, and the
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Exploring Expedition party the mainland along the coast from Santa Barbara
north for a distance of 20 or 30 miles.

Leaving San Francisco June 4, after a pleasant sail of fortyhours,
we arrived at Santa Barbara, the Pueblo de las Ganoas of
eight
Cabrillo, and there found the other members of the party, consisting of
Dr. J. T. Rothrock, botanist, and Mr. H. W. Henshaw, ornithologist, whom
you had directed to assist in the enterprise. Arrangements were at once
made to explore the neighborhood, and the day following that of our arrival
we started, and under the guidance of the Rev. Stephen Bowers, whom we were
informed had already made some excavations in the section about to be
visited, for the ranch of T. Wallace More, near the little village called
La Patera, some eight miles from Santa Barbara. Arrived at a spot where
our guide informed us he had found a few bones and arrow-heads, the work,
digging a trench in a north and south direction on a cliff overlooking the
sea and probably 80 feet above it, was at once commenced. There were no
indications that this locality had been used as a burial-place, but after
digging a few feet, and beyond some loose bones that had been reinterred by
Mr. Bowers on the occasion of his first visit, we came to an entire skeleton
in situ. It was lying on the right side, facing the west, with the lower
limbs drawn up toward the chin. No ornaments or utensils were found, but a
quantity of marine shells were near the cranium. Continuuing the excavation
deeper, two other skeletons were discovered in a similar position to the
first, and near them a few broken arrow-heads. These were removed and the
excavation extended downward and backward from the sea-cliff, the labor
being rewarded by the finding of seven other skeletons. These latter, however, were huddled together and gave no evidence that care had been taken
in the burial of the bodies to place them in any particular position. Near
by were a few shell-beads and other ornaments, and an abalone shell (Halietas
ens) containing a red pigment. The bones were so friable as to
crumble to pieces on exposure to the atmosphere, and on this account none
could be secured. On excavating to a depth of 5 feet, a layer of marine
shells was reached, under which was a firm stratum of yellow, sandy clay,
beneath which, as our subsequent experience proved, burials were never made.
After digging for several hours, and finding nothing further of special
interest, the trench was refilled.
Moving around from.place to place in the field, our attention was
finally attracted to a depression in the center of it, some 200 yards from
the sea-cliff, which on examination gave undoubted evidences of being a
burial-place, ribs and vertebrae of whales being scattered about, and small
inclosures found that had been made in the earth by setting up large flat
stones on their sides. Digging into one of these inclosed areas, broken
bones and some broken pestles and mortars were found, but nothing of speciaal
value. The excavation was continued to a depth of 3 feet only, which, as
subsequently ascertained, was not sufficient. We left this locality for a
time.

While engaged in the interesting search in question, Dr. Rothrock,
who had strolled off some distance after botanical specimens, communicated
*to us that he had discovered, on the opposite side of a small estero to the
northaward, a locality which he believed to be a burial-place, founding his
belief on the fact that he had seen a number of whales ' ribs, placed so as
to form arches over certain spots. As we well knew that the Santa Gruz
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Island burial-grounds were similarly marked, we anticipated a "good find,"
and, indeed, so richly were our anticipations rewarded that we named it
the "lij Bonanza," The annexed diagram will give an idea of this place
and the several other localities already mentioned.
The next morning found us at an early hour near the spot discovered by Dr. Rothrock, and from the surface indications it could hardly
be doubted that at some period it must have been a burial place of note.
The surface of the ground, instead of presenting the appearance of mounds,
or hillocks, was rather depressed in a semicircular form, and in various
spots ribs and vertebrae of whales had been partially buried in the ground,
the ribs in some instances being placed together, as reported by Dr. Rothrock, in the form of arches. Selecting what appeared to be a favorable
place, 20 feet from the edge of the cliff, fronting the estero shown in the
map, a trench was commenced running due north and south. Two feet below
the surface the first indications of burials were reached, quantities of
broken bones being met with at every stroke of the spade, interspersed with
pieces of whales' bones and decaying redwood. At a depth of 5 feet the
first entire skeleton was found in position, and near it several others were
subsequently uncovered; in all of them the head fronted northward, the face
was downward, and the lower limbs were extended. Over the femur of one of
the skeletons was a flat plate of steatite, a sort of soapstone, 12 or 14
inches square, with a hole in one end, which we called a "tortilla-stone,"
its probable use having been for cooking their cakes, or tortillas, the
hole in the end serving to withdraw it from the fire when thoroughly heated.
In rear of the skeleton, and to one side of the plate, was an olla, or jar,
of steatite, broken, but containing some fine glass beads and human teeth,
and behind this a stone pestle of symmetrical shape, about 3 feet in length,
of a hard species of sandstone, and another plate of steatite, and two large
ollas of over five gallons capacity, their mouths or apertures fronting
north, and just above was a single cranium facing the cliff, face downward,
and on top of it a single femur. Continuing the excavations toward the
cliff, a small sandstone mortar was exhumed containing a mass of red paint,
and in its immediate vicinity a large number of beads of glass and shell
with ornaments made from the lamina of the abalone shell, which is common
to this coast, being found in great abundance on the islands some 20 miles
distant. Digging still farther, other skeletons were found in similar
positions, but in many instances the lower limbs were flexed upon the body,
while in a few cases the fingers of the right hand were in the mouth. One
skeleton was that of a child, near which were found beads, ornaments,
tortilla-stones, and two more ollas, one of which contained portions of the
cranium of a child. This skeleton had apparently been wrapped in a kind of
grass matting, as small portions were found attached to the bones and
scattered near by. In the olla containing the head-bones of the child were
a great number of small black seeds, smaller than mustard-seed, which were
recognized by one of the laborers as a seed used by the present California
Indians and natives in making demulcent drinks and eyewashes, the Spanish
name being chiya.
A second trench, opened 40 feet from the first, yielded quite a
number of excellent crania and other ~specimens, among which were fish-bones,
crenated teeth, (of fossil shark possibly,) and a very large olla containing
bones and covered on top with the epiphysis of a whale's vertebra. The fol-
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lowing are the notes furnished by the gentleman in charge of the excavations at this point: First trench, 6 feet by 2, running north and south,
trending to the westward. Indications of burials, whales' bones, and
rocks set up vertically. Two and one-half feet below the surface found

skeleton with face downward, head to the north. Three feet below surface
reached a large flat stone, which being removed was found to cover ribs
and shoulders of a female skeleton, head pointing north, body resting on
left side. A small mortar was over the mouth, small sandstone mortar and
pestle of fine workmanship near top of head. This locality proving rather
unprolific, a second trench was commenced 40 feet below last, nearer cliff,
and about of same size. Two feet below the surface to our great surprise
a large steatite olla was discovered, which proved to contain the skeleton
of an infant wrapped in matting. Unfortunately, upon exposure to the air,
the bones crumbled away. Beneath the olla was a cranium, apex west, face
north. Three feet below the surface were two skeletons in fair condition,
with crania to the north. Our discoveries this day had developed so much
of interest that it was not until darkness had overtaken us that we discontinued our work.
In order to give some idea of the amount of material recovered
during the excavations, a record of each day's work follows:
June 10. -- This morning began work shortly after sunrise at both
trenches opened the day before, digging in a westerly direction in the first.
In this, numbers of crania and bones were found in similar positions to the
first met with, and also several fine ollas, tortilla-stones, mortars, and
pestles. All these utensils were invariably in the immediate vicinity of
the heads of the skeletons; in fact, in many instances the crania were
covered by large mortars placed orifice down. In the second trench, the
digging was in an easterly direction, and the first discovery that of a
skeleton and a fragment of iron near the right hand, probably a knife or
spear-head, which, archaeologically speaking, was a source of great grief
to us, our hope being that no remnants of Spanish civilization would be
found in these graves. It could not be helped, however, although a great
deal of pre-historic romance was at once destroyed. Near this skeleton was
another, and by its side the first pipe met with, which was similar in appearance to a plain modern cigar-holder, and consisted of a tube of the
stone called serpentine, 8 inches long, the diameter of the wider orifice
being a little over an inch. At the smaller end was a mouth-piece formed
from a piece of a bone of some large water-fowl, and cemented in place by
asphaltum. How these pipes were used with any degree of comfort is impossible to surmise.
Continuing this excavation, the next discovery was a steatite
olla containing a skull, differing in many respects from those found in the
graves; if from one of the same tribe, it shows marked differentiation.
Near the olla was a large sandstone mortar, over 2 feet in diameter, and
behind it another olla containing more bones, and another pipe, 10-1/2
inches in length, and near this latter article a smaller olla filled with
red paint. It should have been mentioned that from this trench was procured
a femur showing evidences of a facture through the neck of the bone, which
had become absorbed, the head uniting to the upper portion of the shaft
between the greater and lesser trochanters. Further search revealed at the

- 106-

same depth a mortar, covered by the shoulder-blade of a whale, which also
contained the skull of an infant covered with an abalone shell, while near
by was paint, piece of iron, a nail, and various shell ornaments and beads.
Near at hand, to the rear, were a broken mortar and pot underneath, whicih
was a small olla, the whole covering the skull of a child; and a little
deeper a skull resting upon a fine, large, pear-shaped steatite olla, the
outside of reddish color. These remains appeared to have been inclosed
in a sort of fence, as a plank and stakes of decayed redwood were near by.
At the bottom of this trench, just above the firm clay, and under all the
specimens just described, was a fine sandstone pestle 17-1/2 inches in
length.
June 11. -- Continued in same trench, advancing in a northerly
direction toward trench No. 1. At a depth of 4 feet were two skeletons, and
near them was a square cake of red paint; alongside were two more skeletons,
over one of which was a large mortar, mouth downward, and close by another
similar utensil. Under this skeleton was an instrument of iron 14 inches
in length, a long iron nail, and two pieces of redwood, much decayed. A
little farther in was a small canoe carved from steatite. All the skeletons
were face downward, heads to the north. In trench No. 1 the digging was
continued in a southerly direction. The first object encountered was an
enormous mortar, 27 inches in diameter, with its pestle near by. This
article was on its side, the mouth toward the south; around it were no
fewer than thirty crania, some in a fair state of preservation, and others
very friable, broken, and worthless. Lying on top of this mortar, on
further removal of the earth, was an almost entire skeleton, with fragments
of long bones and of steatite pottery. As surmised by some of the party,
the perfect skeleton was that of a chief, and the remains those of his
slaves slain with him; which is at least a possible, if not a plausible,
view of the case.

Experience by this time had taught us that nearly all the burialplaces or spots had been carefully marked, since near the head of each
skeleton were either bones of the whale or stakes of redwood.

Being obliged to leave for Los Angeles June 12, the work was
continued by Mr. Bowers, who, up to June 25, secured the following articles
from the two trenches in question, viz: 32 skulls, 24 large steatite ollas,
6 large mortars, 7 large pestles, 2 small serpentine cups, 7 tortilla-stones,
7 abalone shells, 3 iron knives, 4 stone arrow-heads, 1 iron ax of undoubted
early Spanish manufacture, quantities of glass, shell beads, paint, shell
ornaments, black seed of the character previously mentioned, 2 pipes, 2
soap-root brushes with asphaltum handles, and a copper pan 8 inches in
diameter, which were found covering the top of a skull -- the copper
evidently having preserved a portion of the hair, which was quite black
and silky, and not coarse, as is usually the case with Indians.
June 25. -- The same excavation No. 2 was continued, and 3 crania
were uncovered, also an olla containing the bones of a child, not far from
which were 3 mortars and 2 ollas. Just above the stratum of clay the most
interesting discovery was made of an entire skeleton, which had been buried
in a redwood canoe, but which was so decayed that only a small portion could
be preserved. Near the head of the canoe were a large olla and mortar, the
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mouths northward. On removing the skeleton, which was lying on its back,
the bones fell to pieces. In the canoe, alongside of the skeleton, were
3 pestles, 2 pipes, an iron knife or dagger blade that had been wrapped
in seal-skin or fur, and a stone implement of triangular form and about
6 inches in length, probably used as a file, or perhaps for boring out
pipes.
June 26. -- Trench No. 2 was abandoned and work resumed in No. 1,
which yielded several crania in bad condition. Near a whalebone, standing
on end, was an empty broken olla, and not far off a skeleton on its right
side, legs drawn up, head facing west. On its right-hand side, near by,
was a small highly-polished serpentine cup and a small mortar and pestle.
After excavating awhile and finding nothing but broken bones, digging here
was discontinued and an excavation commenced ten feet to the northward and
near the edge of the cliff, but after going down 5 feet through kitchen
refuse, ashes, bones, shells, it was filled up and work resumed at the same
trench. Several hours' digging resulted in finding nothing, but finally
the "lead" was once more struck. The first discovery was a skeleton, which,
from the appearance of the pelvic bones, was that of a female, and near
which were great quantities of beads, shell ornaments, and seeds. It was
here we first encountered what at first sight appeared to be dried cloves,
but which, on closer examination, proved to be ornaments of asphaltum,
hollow in the center, and in some instances having at one end a small piece
of dried grass or fiber, by means of which doubtless they were fashioned
into necklaces. Some abalone shells were also found, in close proximity
to which were the bones of a child. Another mortar was discovered, containing some bones in bad condition.
June 27. -- Being Sunday, operations were suspended until the

next day.
June 28. -- Work was resumed at trench, No. 1 but for 6 or 8
feet nothing was met with save isolated bones. Digging to the southward,
however, a skeleton was found with top of head to the northward, the position of which was nearly face downward. On its removal and beneath it was
a large mortar, cavity down, slightly tipped, and facing west. In another
direction, to the eastward, was a large sandstone mortar facing north, and
beneath it a skull in good condition, while near by was a small olla containing ornaments of shell, beads, seeds, and paint. Deeper down, still
another small olla was revealed, filled with the black seeds, and near it
a small pestle. A number of crania and bones were also found, but all in
bad condition. One of them, however', was particularly interesting from
the fact of two arrow-points, one of a porphyritic stone, the other of
obsidian, being imbedded in the outer table of the skull. From the position of the arrows it was inferred that the wounds were received by the
person while lying down. Digging in a northerly direction in this trench,
8 or 10 more skeletons all huddled together, were exhumed, also 2 small
pestles, 2 mortars, and some abalone shells containing ornaments. In one
of the larger of these shells were the head-bones of a young child, and
near it two polished serpentine dishes, -containing some of the clove-like
asphaltum before alluded to. A broken dish had been neatly mended with
asphaltum and probably sinew, as drilled holes were found in both pieces.

- 108-

Not far from these cups was found a leather(?) pouch curiously ornamented
on the outside with circles of shell-discs.
On June 29, finding that our labor was not as richly repaid as
formerly, further excavation in this locality was delegated to Mr. Shoemaker, who, having discovered only 6 crania, and these in poor condition,
after six hours' faithful labor, the "Big Bonanza" was abandoned, and in

the meanwhile the writer was prospecting.
Crossing the estero, and reaching the ranch of T. Wallace More,
esq., we visited the asphaltum mine, from which it is probable the Indians
whose resting-places we had been so ruthlessly disturbing, procured their
supplies of this, to them, most precious material, since it must have been
extensively used in fastening on their arrow-heads or spear-points, and in
mending and filling up cracks and holes in their canoes. Not far from
this mine, the spot was reached which has been mentioned as that where
burials were indicated by whalebones and flat stones, and it was determined,
to explore it next. Near it was a depression, in which appeared to have
been either a threshing-floor or dancing-place, oval-shaped and 60 feet
long by 30 or 40 wide. It had been beaten or trodden down so firmly that
no vegetation could flourish thereon. In the afternoon, not far from camp,
one of the party discovered some fragments of human bones which had been
thrown out of a squirrel-burrow, which circumstance led us to search for
relics. Opening a trench 300 yards to the westward from camp, at a depth
of 3 feet, some broken bones were found and one skull; near the latter were
a quantity of beads and a matted mass of fur, apparently of either the seal
or sea-lion. After some hours' fruitless labor, digging in this locality
was discontinued. This was the only instance in our experience where the
burial of but one individual had taken place.
On the following day, one of the laboring party, assured of
finding something to repay further labor in the "Big Bonanza," urgently
suggested the same, whereupon excavating was again entered upon at that
place; and, curiously enough, after a little digging, a remarkably fine
knife of obsidian was discovered, nearly 10 inches in length; a bone implement, similar in appearance to a sword-blade; and two pipes, one of them
ornamented. This ornamented pipe was the first of the kind we had met with,
and we congratulated ourselves upon having yielded to the suggestion of the

workman.

July 1. -- Resolved to excavate in the locality last discovered,
and an early start was made. This trench in T. Wallace More's ranch was
commenced 200 yards from the sea-cliff. At a depth of 2 feet broken bones
were uncovered, and at 4 feet entire skeletons, which in many instances
had been inclosed with flat stones, forming a kind of coffin. Some mortars
and pestles were here also met with, as well as pipes, arrow-heads, and
another fine spear of flint, and one of iron. After four days' hard work,
with no other results than those mentioned, this trench was abandoned. It
is doubtless probable that many more articles might have been found here,
but the time that would be consumed in securing a few small articles was
demanded where results would most likely prove richer and more interesting.

From Dr. Taylor, of La Patera, a gentleman who for years had
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studied the ethnology and archaeology of the Pacific coast, we learned of
the probable existence of burial-places at a spot some 12 or 15 miles up
the coast, known as Dos Pueblos, Dr. Taylor having there seen the remains
of numerous kitchen-heaps, inferred that a large population once lived in
that locality, and that their dead would be found not far distant.
Accordingly Dr. Rothrock and the writer started on a prospecting tour, and
after a couple of hours' ride came in sight of the Dos Pueblos ranch, occupied by Mr. Welch and family. Making ourselves and object known to Mr.
Welch, we received a welcome, and were invited to dig anywhere we might
think proper. Mr. Welch showed us in his potato-patch numbers of broken
bones that had been turned up by the plow; but being attracted by some
whalebones partially imbedded in the earth of the sea-cliff near by, we
immediately left the potato-patch, knowing from experience that where the
whalebones are there also were graves. The position of these graves, as
well as some others subsequently discovered, may be seen from the map.
(See Sketch 2.)
The next day it was determined to move the entire party to this
locality and excavate, which was done, the first trench being made at the
point marked 1, near the brow of the cliff, where were whalebones and
large, flat stones. At a depth of 4-1/2 feet, great quantities of bones
were found huddled together, but no skeletons in a particular posture. In
.some instances, stone receptacles, similar to the one already described,
were encountered, but from their infrequency this burial feature was apparently not common. All the bones were in a very bad state, much worse
than those about La Patera, and but few were preserved. Throughout the
graves, but not placed in particular position, were several large mortars,
large and small ollas, pipes, beads, and ornaments, besides bone awls. In
locality No. 2, the same class of articles was brought to light, but in
larger number.
In the narrative of Cabrillo, by Bartolome Ferrel, this locality
is called Dos Pueblos, from the fact of there being two towns on opposite
sides of the creek, which runs down from the Santa Inez Mountains. These
towns were densely populated with a mild, inoffensive people. We were informed by Mrs. Welch that she had heard from an aged Indian woman that two
separate tribes, speaking different dialects, lived on opposite sides of the
creek, which constituted 'the boundary-line between them, and that the tribes
were not permitted to cross this creek without first obtaining each other's
consent.

Continuing our excavations in No. 2, a long, straight pipe and a
small mortar having a handle (the first of its kind,) and containing red
paint, were found, and near the latter a pipe only partially bored out. On
the opposite side of the creek a trench was opened beneath a gigantic piece
.of whalebone, but several hours' work revealed nothing but broken bones,
and it was abandoned and work resumed in Nos. 1, 2, and 3. During the 6th,
7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th, the excavating was continued, resulting in the
discovery of mortars, ollas, pipes, &c., and curiously enough in No. 3 of
no fewer than 30 skel etons which ha been buried in sea-sand, and under
which were 3 fine stone spear-heads and some fragments of iron. In No. 2
were several large ollas and mortars, and near the head of a skeleton,
presumably that of a female, some chinla cups and saucers of very ancient
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shape. The time allotted to these explorations having now nearly expired,
the remainder of our stay was devoted to filling up holes and packing the
specimens. The specimens were roughly estimated as weighing from 10 to
15 tons.
Regarding the people of whom we have been speaking, and of whom
no representative remains to tell of their history, but little could be
learned; the crumbling bones and household gods we had so ruthlessly
disturbed, were the only witnesses of the former existence of a once populous race; but beyond this they made no revelation, while careful examination of the entire literature of the Pacific coast proved fruitless in
throwing light on these early generations. All the writers who speak of
these aborigines, and it is but fair to state that few, if any, of them
were possessed of original information on the subject, (having gathered
their materials from Ferrel's narrative,) are of the opinion that they were
friendly, peaceable, and inoffensive, which opinion is enforced by the absence in their graves of warlike implements to any extent. Cabrillo states
that they were armed with bows, the arrows being pointed with flint heads,
similar to those used by the Indians of New Spain; he also speaks of clubs,
but mentions no other weapon. As to population, he states that on some of
the islands there were no people, but that others were densely populated;
the former we have not been able to identify. The Indians told him they
had occasionally suffered from the attacks of warriors armed like the
Spaniards, and from the fact that toward the middle of the eighteenth
century the mission priests of Santa Barbara removed their savage parishioners from the islands to the mainland to escape the ravages of the Russians
and their Kodiak allies, it is supposed that this warfare had been going on
for a number of years. As to the extent of the population, we can form an
idea only from the number of burials, at different points, and villages,
the names of which have been handed down to us through Cabrillo. At a
rough guess, our party must have exposed at their main trenches the remains
of no fewer than 5,000 individuals, and, from what we have subsequently
learned, there are hundreds of these burial-places along the coast.

With regard to the towns, the Indians informed Cabrillo that the
whole coast was densely populated from the Pueblo de las Canoas to 12
leagues beyond the Cabo de.Galera, (Point Concepcion,) and gave him the
names of these towns. ToAthe northward of their city was Xuco, Bis,
Sopono, Alloc, Xabaagna, Xocotoc, Potoptuc, Nacbuc, Omlqueme, Misinagua,
Misisopano, Elquis, Colve, Mugu, Xagna, Anacbuc, Partocac, Susuquiy,
Omanmu, Gna, Asimu, Agnen, Casilic, Tucumu, Incpupu. These towns were in
the immediate vicinity of the Pueblo de las Canoas. Near the Cabo de Galera,
or Point Concepcion, as it is at present called, was the pueblo named by
Cabrillo, "Pueblo de las Sardinas," in consequence of the great number of
small fishes taken by the natives. In the neighborhood of this pueblo
were the villages of Xixo, Cincacut, Cincut, Anacot, Maqumanoa, Paltated,
Anacoat, Paltocac, Tocani, Opia, Opistopia, Nocos, Yutum, Iniman, Micoma,
and Garomisopona. These towns or villages were ruled over by the aged
queen to whom reference has been made, the capital and seat of government
said to have been Cincut. Cabrillo also gives us the names of some of the
towns on the islands; for instance, on one of them, which he states is 15
leagues long, probably San M4iguel, Niquipos, Maxul, Xugua, Nitre, Macano,
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On other islands not intelligibly specified were the towns of
Ciquimuymu, Nicalque, Limu, Zaco, Nimollolli, Nichochi, Coycoy, Estoloco,
Niquesesqueluai, Poele, Pisqueno, Pualnacatup, Patiquin, Mnoc, Patiquilia,
Nimumu, Piliaquay, and Lilibique. He also mentions that on an Island
south of Isle de la Posesion was one called Nicalque; on this were three
towns, Nicoche, Coycoy, Coloco. From this extended list it may be inferred
that a large population once lived in the region explored.
Nimitapol.

With regard to the time that these people disappeared we can only
conjecture. From the mission records it appears that in 1823, the total
number of Indians in the vicinity of Santa Barbara was upward of 900, but
this census embraced all Indians, and not alone those from the islands and
sea-coast. In 1875, the year in which we write, not a soul can be found
to give any information as to the ancient inhabitants of this part of the
coast. There is a tradition that many years ago a Mr. Neidifer, while
on a trip to the island of Santa Cruz, discovered there, much to his
surprise, an aged hag, and that he removed her to Santa Barbara, but no
one could understand her language, and after a short time she died; also
that she was a young girl at the time the Indians were removed to the mainland, and returning from the boats to seek her infant, in the hurry and
confusion of the embarkation she was left behind; that when found she was
clothed in furs ornamented with the feathers of birds. Doubtless this
woman was the last survivor of the island tribes. As to the causes which
led to the total extinction of this once populous race, there are no
trustworthy data, and it would profit us but little to enter the wide field
of speculation.
Of their manner of living little if anything is known. Cabrillo
states that on most of the islands miserable huts existed, but on the mainland there were houses similar to those of the Indians of New Spain. On
one of the islands, however, which he states was four leagues long, there
were many good houses of wood. We are at a loss for further information
on this point, but it is certain that the dwellings of these people were
constructed of perishable materials and not of adobe bricks like the Pueblo
Indians of New Mexico, since no trace can be discovered of such material,
and it is hardly possible this would be the case in the short space of
time since Cabrillo's visit. It is extremely probable, therefore, that
they built their houses of tImber, or else used the skins of animals slain
in the chase. Referring to the matter of houses of wood upon the islands,
some doubt might apparently be thrown upon this portion of Cabrillo's
narrative, for at present no trees of a size sufficient for building
purposes are found on the islands; but this author states that on the
Isle de St. Augustin he saw trees 60 feet in height and of such girth
that two men could not encircle them with their arms joined.
In their choice of localities for towns these ancient people
showed the same degree of sagacity as that evinced by the American aborigines
down to the present day. On the islands were myriads of water-birds and
quantities of sea-lions and seals; the water fairly teemed with fishes and
molluscous animals, affording a plenti£ul supply of food, and no doubt at
the time they were occupied there was plenty of sweet water to be had,
which, unfortunately, is not the case at present. On the mainland, at all
the localities visited, the circumstances of environment must have been such
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as to render the struggle for existence extraordinarily easy. For instance,
at Santa Barbara and up the coast, or what was called the Pueblos de las
Canoas, the land is extremely fertile, and must have yielded good crops,
for Cabrillo especially mentions that the Indians lived in a fertile valley, and had an abundance of corn and many cows. In addition to their
pastoral pursuits, the Santa Inez Mountain afforded them game, and the
waters, fishes, clams, mussels, &c. From the great quantities of shells
found in the graves and kitchen-heaps, and the absence of mammalian bones
in any quantity, it is fair to suppose that the tribes living near the seaside derived the greater portion of their sustenance from the waters. The
favorite places for towns appear to have been not far from groves and near
small mountain-streams. Anterior to 1542, these Indians must have been
idolaters, but we have good reason for believing that after the advent of
the mission priests many of them embraced the Roman Catholic religion, and
faithfully followed its teachings. Cabrillo speaks of having seen on one
of the islands (probably San Miguel) a temple of wood with paintings on its
walls, and idols. San Miguel and some of the other islands have been carefully searched for this temple, but in vain.
It is hardly necessary to refer again to the different utensils
found in the graves of these people, but it may be well to state that all
the ollas, mortars, cups, pipes, and pestles met with were fashioned out
of steatite, or magnesian mica, a sort of soapstone, consequently very
soft, which alone was used for the ollas, sandstone of different degrees
of hardness for the pestles and mortars, and serpentine for the cups and
pipes. It is easy to understand that the ollas were readily carved from
the soft soapstone-like material by means of stone knives, but how the
gigantic and symmetrical mortars were hewn out with such rude tools is beyond our comprehension; yet they must have been easily procured, otherwise
such lavish generosity in burying them with the dead would hardly have been
possible. It is thought that the steatite articles were not made by the
mainland Indians since no deposits of this mineral were at their disposal,
but by the dwellers on the islands of Santa Catalina and Santa Rosa, where
alone this mineral existed, and the supposition is that the islanders
trafficked with those of the mainland for their commodities, giving in exchange utensils of steatite. The ollas were doubtless used for cooking,
as many of them bear marks of fire, and the mortars for bruising grain,
acorns, and grass-seeds, the smaller cups and basins for ordinary household
purposes, and the pipes for-smoking. Canoes are mentioned by Cabrillo, who
states that some were small, holding only two or three persons, while others
were of sufficient capacity for ten or twelve. These were probably hewn,
not burned, from logs of redwood cast up by the waves. The one mentioned
as discovered by our party containing a skeleton was, however, formed of
three planks, which had been lashed together by sinew or cord, the joints
being paved over with asphaltum. The ornaments and beads of domestic
manufacture were made of the nacre of shells and of small shells, but the
glass beads found were undoubtedly of European workmanship. There seems
but little doubt that nets were used for trapping fishes, a small portion
of what appeared to be mesh-work being found. Furs are spoken of as articles
of clothing in Cabrillo's narrative, biit beyond this nothing is known. In
speaking of the employment of furs, mention is made of the long, fine, black,
and beautiful hair of the natives; this statement is corroborated by the
appearance of some hair found on the skull which we have spoken of as being
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found covered with a copper pan.
It was at first supposed that a certain design had been followed
in the manner of interment, or rather of the posture in which the bodies
were placed, but an examination of the notes already given will show that
such was not the case, although most of the entire skeletons discovered at
La Patera were in the same position, but those at Dos Pueblos were in all
attitudes, consequently we infer that there was no regular mode of procedure.
From the fact that so many loose and broken bones were found close to the
surface of the earth, it is probable that the same spot had been used over
and over again for burials, the remains of the previous occupants being
shoveled out to make room for new-comers. Perhaps the utensils disinterred
were also made to serve for more than one burial. A question in connection
with the burials, which is yet to be satisfactorily answered, is, How were
these people enabled to pass the heads of children, and even grown persons
through the narrow openings in the ollas except in a mutilated condition.
It is true that some savage tribes expose the bodies of their dead until
the flesh is removed, but we know of no instance where savages are in the
habit of cutting up their dead for burial purposes. It may be these people
practiced the cutting method, or that finding bones in digging anew, these
were thrown in the ollas simply as a ready means of their disposal.
In addition to the burial localities already mentioned, we are
cognizant of other.s to the northward and southward of Santa Barbara, and
quite a number of them have already been explored, although doubtless others
still remain perdu to excite further archaeologic cupidity. Mr. Paul
Schumacher has examined a number in the vicinity of San Luis Obispo and
on the Santa Maria River, and Mr. Bowers quite a number in Santa Barbara
and in the vicinity of Carpenteria, lying south of this city.

We have carefully consulted all available works which would tend
to throw light on the history of these aborigines, but, with the exception
of the narrative of Cabrillo, have found little pertaining to the subject.
It may, perhaps, be interesting to give the full title of the rare and most
entertaining manuscript from which we have so freely quoted, which was
reproduced in typography by the late Buckingham Smith, in his work entitled
/ Coleccion / de various documentos / para la historia de la Florida / y
tierras adyacentes:

Cabrillo's own title, or rather Ferrel's, is as follows: "Relacion,
o diario de la navegacion que hizo Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo con dos navios
al discubrimiento del paso del mar del sur al norte, desde 27 de Junio de
1542 que salio del puerto de Navidad, hasta 14 de Abril del siguiente ainio
que se restituyo a el, haviendo llegado hasta el altura de 44 grados, con
la descripcion de la costa, puertos, ensenados e islas reconocio y sus
distancias, en la estenscion de toda aquella costa." The death of Cabrillo,
as already stated, occurred on the Isla de la Posesion, in the middle of
January, 1543, and was caused by injuries received from a spar which fell
from aloft and broke his arm near the shoulder. Before his death, he
named as his successor Bartolome Ferrel, "Piloto mayor de los dichos
navios," and to this successor we are indebted for all we know of the
people under discussion.
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In conclusion, it may with propriety be stated that we have here
only endeavored to show the results of the exploratory work performed in
the vicinity of Santa Barbara by the party sent out under the auspices of
the expedition in your charge, and that no attempt has been designed toward
solving questions appertaining thereto, more particularly in view of the
fact that the entire subject will be fully and ably discussed by Professor
F. W. Putnam, of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology, Cambridge, to whom
the entire collection has been submitted for examination and study, and
who is perhaps better fitted for this most entertaining task than any other
person in the country. In his hands we willingly leave the subject, confident that, with the rich materials gathered by us as a basis, he will
elucidate many hitherto mysterious problems connected with the customs of
this extinct race, and bring to light much of their now hidden history.

APPENDIX H 14.
NOTES UPON ETHNOLOGY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
AND ADJACENT REGIONS, BY DR. 0. LOEW.
UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE,
GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEYS WEST OF THE 100TH MERIDIAN,
Washington, D. C., February 19, 1876.

DEAR SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith a report upon the
Indian tribes visited, their customs and relations, as well as old hieroglyphical writings upon rocks in Mono County, California. As ethnology is
a matter of steadily increasing interest, I hope this contribution will not
be without its value.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
OSCAR LOEW.

Lieut. GEO. M. WHEELER,
Corps of Engineers, in Charge.

During the field-season of 1875 you kindly gave me an opportunity
to visit a number of localities in California that did not lie directly
upon the route of Lieutenant Bergland's party, to which I was attached,
and I therefore availed myself gladly of any occasion to collect facts
upon ethnology whenever the regular duties permitted me to do so.
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While on the expedition of Lietlt. Bergland's party, the Payutes
of Southern Nevada, the 1lualapais of Nortlhwestern Arizona, the Molh.aves and
Chemehuevis of the Colorado River Valley, the Kauvuyas and Takhtams of the
vicinity of San Bernardino, were visited; and before the expedition started
out, the Mission Indians of Santa Barbara and San Gabriel; and after the
return from the field to Los Angeles, the Indians of San Juan Capistrano,
San Diego, and of Mono and Inyo Counties, California. Vocabularies comprising from 200 up to nearly 400 words, and also sentences that may assist
in establishing certain grammatical rules,* were collected of those languages,
of which some have almost died out and now spoken by very few individuals,
as is the case with the Kasua of Santa Barbara and the Tobikhar of San

Gabriel.
While of some of the languages (Mohave and Chemehuevis) a long
list of words was collected by Lieut. A. W. Whipple during his exploration
for a Pacific railroad route in 1853; of others, over two to three dozen
words were barely known, as with the languages of San Diego, San Juan
Capistrano, and San Gabriel. Of others again, no vocabularies had been
published to this time, viz, Kasua, (Santa Barbara,) Takhtam, (Serranos of
San Bernardino,) and the Western Payutes, (Mono and Inyo Counties, California.) Hence I trust that the collection of vocabularies and sentences
now made will prove of value and fill a gap in the philological knowledge
of Indian idioms.
The Mission Indians.
The pious zeal of the Spanish priests drove them soon after the
religious subjugation of Mexico into Southern California, but up to the
end of the seventeenth century they had but little success; many were
murdered, stoned to death, or cremated alive. It was mainly in the
eighteenth century that they gained considerable headway. Some of the
mission churches were built in the present century; that of San Juan Capistrano in 1806, destroyed by an earthquake in 1812, has remained in ruins
ever since; and that of San Bernardino was built in 1822, whose ruins are
now used for a sheep-corral. Sic transit gloria mundi! Nearly all the
missions, hardly over forty in number, were in the coast counties. The
most important of them were San Diego, San Juan Capistrano, San Luis Rey,
Los Angeles, San Fernando, Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, and Monterey.
The Mohaves, Yumas, and Cocopahs resisted all attempts at conversion; they could not conceive the sometimes contradictory teachings of
Loyola's followers, who preached different morals from what they practiced,
and it appears that the Mohaves, like the Moquis, became the more averse
to the Christian religion the greater the zeal and energy of the Jesuits
in forc ing their belief upon them.
The Padres generally tried to eradicate the original name of the
tribes and substitute Spanish ones; the tribe of San Diego, for instance,

* The reader is referred to

Gatschet's paper in this report.
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is known under the name Diegue`ios, and their original name is forgotten,
but, as the language indicates, the tribe forms a branch of the Yuma stock.
Julst north of thlis tribe lives another, but speaking a very different
language, and without a uniform tribal name. They occupy about a dozen
ranches* situated between the coast and the Coahuila Valley. The tribal
name Netela, mentioned by Buschmann appears to be unknown there, at least
all my questions were answered in the negative by the Indians of San Juan
Capistrano and San Luis Rey. The former call themselves Akhatchma, the
latter Gaitchim, (the Ketchis of Buschmann,) but the Spanish names have
here also taken root, the names San Juanenos, San Luisenos, &c., being
frequently used. Their language is closely related to that of the Kauvuyas,
(Cowios, Coahuillas,) who live just east of the former, and occupy a number
of ranches in the San Jacinto Mountains and the adjacent Cabezon Valley.
The Kauvuyas had also been converted by the Jesuits, and belonged, with the
related tribe of the Takhtams,** to the mission of San Bernardino. One of
the Kauvuyas told me that their forefathers used to burn their dead, but
the padres abolished that practice, saying that "the Great Spirit would be
displeased," (se enojaria Dios.) These Indians raise corn and watermelons,
and serve as laborers with the whites.

Another tribe lives at San Gabriel, a town nine miles east of Los
Angeles, but the full-blood, as well as the half-breeds, use more of the
Spanish language than their own, which is known to some extent only by the
two old chiefs living there. The name Kizh, given by Buschmann to this
tribe, could not be verified with all my efforts; if this tribal name ever
existed, it is now entirely forgotten. The old chief I visited called his
tribe Tobikhar, or Spanish, Gabrilenos. He was probably over ninety years
of age, very weak, and suffering from a painful eye-disease. Among other
statements he said that he had made a treaty with General Fremont in 1843.
Many words I propounded to him he could not recall in his native language,
and excused himself by saying, "we are now so far civilized that we have
forgotten our own language," (somos tan civilisados que hemos olvidado
nuestra lengua.) Still the collection of words obtained comprises about 200.
Another language nearly extinct is that of the Indians of Santa
Barbara, on the coast. After much inquiry, an intelligent Indian*** about
three miles north of the town was found, who owned a large farm, and spoke,
besides his own language, tolerably well Spanish and English. He called
the original tribe Kasua. -The ruins of the old mission church are about
three miles east of the town.

The Unconverted Tribes.
One of the most numerous tribes in North America is that of the

Payutes.**** Indeed, this tribe, the main stock of the Shoshone family,

* Among them the lately much talked of Temecula.
** Their Spanish name Serranos signifies "inhabitants of the Sierra."
*** His Spanish name was Vincente Garcia.
**** Spelled in various ways:

Pa-utes, Pi-utes, Pah-utas.
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has ramifications that reach very far. From the Mohave River* in Southern
California to Central Utah, from the Moqui towns to the northern boundary
of Nevada, they are distributed in larger or smaller bands across valleys
and mountains, and have many dialectical differences of language. While
the party was encamped in the Colorado River Valley at Cottonwood Island,
a great number of Payutes came daily into camp, and occasion was taken
to collect over 350 words and many sentences; an easy matter if one meets
an Indian speaking well Spanish or English. The vocabulary was again compared at El Dorado Ca'non and Stone's Ferry.

The Chemehuevis live farther south, near the mouth of Bill Williams Fork, in the valley of the Colorado River. Their language is nearly
identical with that of the Payutes of Southern Nevada. However, the language of the Payutes of Inyo and Mono Counties, California, shows very considerable differences; again, the dialect of Aurora, Nev., is differing
considerably. The distinction is therefore made between the Southern
Payutes, living in Southern Nevada and in the Colorado River Valley below
the mouth of the Grand Canon, and the Western Payutes, living in Mono and
Inyo Counties, California. The Payutes are but little devoted to agriculture, some families raising watermelons, being exceptional cases. Their
principal food consists of mesquite, beans, pine-nuts, lizards, vermin,
grasshoppers, occasionally rats and rabbits, still rarer - a deer or a
mountain-sheep forms means of subsistence. Fish are not eaten because of
a superstition. The Southern Payutes, who have, like the Mohaves, four
blue tattooed vertical stripes on the chin, used to be a dangerous tribe.
Camp Cady, on the Mohave River, was established on their account, and in
a most desolate uninviting region; but the post was abandoned several years
ago, the Indians having gone to the Colorado River. In 1864, over two
hundred Payutes were surrounded at Owen's Lake by a party of whites and
all drowned.
A tribe much superior to the Payutes is represented by the
Mohaves, devoted to agriculture and but little to hunting. Lieut. A. W.
Whipple, 1854, was the first who published details of the customs and
language of this interesting tribe. This officer also selected the spot
for the establishment of a military post in that region, and Fort Mohave
was soon afterward built there. The Mohaves have seldom been troublesome
to the whites, and the latter have in such cases been the cause of difficulty. In 1859, they killed some emigrants who had stolen corn and watermelons from their fields, which caused a fight between a company of soldiers
under Captain Armistead and a band of Mohaves, whereby the former were repulsed and would have suffered heavy loss had not succor arrived from the
fort at the critical moment. This tribe numbers about 3,000 souls, and
is .ne of the tallest on the continent, surpassing in height the hunting
tribes of the Payutes and Hualapais, the latter speaking a tongue closely
related to Mohave and inhabiting the cool mountain regions of Northwestern
Arizona. The Colorado River Valley, from Fort Mohave about 200 miles to
the southward, with a very hot climate in summer-time, was the home of
the Mohaves for many generations past. They live principally as vegetarians,
using meat but very rarely. The Mongolian features are more marked with

*

They left the Mohave River but three years ago.
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the Payutes than with them. The color of the skin is light-brown, their
countenance is rather pleasant and even intelligent, and the physiognomies
differ as much as among the white race. The front teeth are worn down to
one-half the usual size, and flattened, showing that they are much used
in masticating food. Bad teeth appear to be unknown there. In summertime they live in open huts, in winter in holes dug in the ground and
covered with branches. They have names for constellations, for some even
the names of animals, a singular coincidence with the idea of the old
oriental nations. Thus the Orion is called amo, (mountain-sheep;) Ursus
Major, hatcha; Milky Way, hatchil-kuya-avunye, (trail of heaven;) Venus
hamose valtai, (the big star;) Jupiter or Saturnus, hamose kavotanye.
According to the position of the "Great Bear" they judge the time at night,
and know that its position is a different one at sunset at different times
of the year.
The language is polysyllabic, melodious, and rich. There exist
four words for "to eat," according to the food, and three words for "ant,"
according to the species: Tchama thulye, (little piss-ant;) Hano-po oka,
(large hairy ant;) Horo-o, (little black ant.) They have a separate word
for "thinking," alieta, and in expressing it put their fingers to the forehead, knowing well that brain-work and thinking are identical. Some of
their words have eight syllables, for instance, melage-genya-han6lye, the
throat-bone, thyroid cartilage. Although they have no law against polygamy,
most of them have but one wife. The women are well treated, and by no means
like slaves, a moral feeling in the families generally being observed. Of
course there are exceptions to the rule, exceptions that become conspicuous
with those Indians that live just around the white settlements.

The Mohaves have a myth of a great flood, during which their
forefathers lived upon the neighboring mountains. They are very superstitious. Dreams are ascribed to the influence of deceased friends. If
one dies upon a trail, his spirit will hover there to harm those passing
by at night. To avoid this, another trail is made, leading far around the
bewitched spot. After the death of a man, the whole family bathe for four
days, with little interruption, in the river, and a horse is killed in
order to enable the spirit to ride to heaven. The heaven, okiambova, is
situated in a hot and dry valley west of the Mohave range; while the hell,
avikvome, is on the top of a big mountain where it is cold and rainy, (Dead
Mountain, forty miles north of Fort Mohave.) They believe in a good and bad
spirit. The custom of cremation is very old with them. Upon inquiry why
the dead are not interred, as among white people, they laughed, and said,
"It stinks bad." During the ceremony, all the clothes of the deceased and
of his relatives are burned. If a medicine-man predicts three times
falsely he is invariably strangulated. Several years ago such a medicineman was only saved by the interference of the military authorities of the
post. Another provided himself with a pistol, having resolved not to submit
to the punishment for his unfortunate diagnosis.
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In connection with this, it may be interesting to reproduce
here a singular inscription containing several distinct Chinese characters
on basaltic rocks in Black Lake Valley, about four miles southwest of the
town of Benton, Mono County, California. Mr. Richard Decker, of the town,
called my attention to this inscription. Certainly, I never saw a similar
one in New Mexico or Arizona. Should the striking resemblance of some
of the characters to Chinese symbols be a mere accident, or give proof
of early Chinese explorers? The inscription is scratched in the basalt
surface with some sharp instrument, and is evidently of great age.

The Indians say that it was a mystery with their fathers who
made these inscriptions. The rocks upon which they are seen lie regularly
upon each other; and the true order of sequence of the symbols cannot be
ascertained. The latter are from 3 to 5 inches high.
The Chinese-resembling symbols in the inscription are the fol-

lowing:
No. 1. --

= to,

the earth.

No. 2. -

t

= shau,

the hand, (contracted form.)

No. 3. -

m

= shi,

an omen.

No. 4. --

,17

= min,

a cave, a house.

No. 5. k-

f

=

a desert, and

wang,

, kan, the

clothing.
The direction of the feet at the bottom of the page giving the
description is exactly toward the northwest.
similar

About 20 miles farther south from this locality exist two other
inscriptions, according to Mr. Richard Decker, aforementioned.
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THE MOLLUSCA OF THE CHANNEL ISLANDS OF CALIFORNIA

Lorenzo G. Yates

The so called Channel Islands of California form the southern
edge of the Santa Barbara Channel, and represent a peculiar province, in
which may be found a greater variety of mollusca than in almost any other
region of equal area.

Commencing at the island of San Miguel, off Point Concepcion, we
have a coast exposed to the full force of the summer trade winds, which keep
that portion of the province under the almost continuous action of the heavy
swell from the northwest. This force gradually diminishes as we pass the
islands of Santa Rosa and Santa Cruz, until on arriving at the Anacapas, the
most easterly of the group, the force of the trade winds is so diminished as
to be scarcely noticed. Then, again, the ocean side of these islands is
exposed to the full force of the southerly storms of our winter season, while
the channel side is protected from all these vicissitudes, and consequently
affords convenient and safe habitation to those mollusca which delight in
still water.

The character of the shore line at different points varies greatly,
thus presenting all the varied requisites for the different requirements of
the mollusca found on our coast; hence, these islands form a neutral ground,
upon which the mollusca of the northern and southern faunas meet, and, as
and many
_
it were, overlap. They are the northern limit of
other species, and the southern limit of many other genera and species.
The following list includes the species collected by the writer
around the shores of Santa Rosa, Santa Cruz, the West, Middle, and East
Anacapas. One species only (Argonauta argo) I did not find myself, as it
is only at certain times that they are found. The various islands are
referred to as follows: R. for Santa Rosa, C. for Santa Cruz, and A. for
Anacapas. The list also indicates the species used by the aborigines of
the islands, who formerly inhabited them. Those used by the former inhabitants as food are marked +; the species marked * were used for ornaments or
money; those marked ++ were -used for paint cups and also as food.
Pholadidea penita, Conr. - R.
Pholadidea ovoidea, Gld. - R., C.
Parapholas californica, Conr. - R.
Saxicava pholadis, L. - R., C.
Glycimeris generosa, Gld. - R.
Cryptomya californica, Conr. - R.
Schizothaerus nuttalli, Conr. - R.
Thracia curta, Conr. - R.
Entodesma saxicola, Baird - R.

Ninth Annual Report of the State Mineralogist for the Year Ending
December 1, 1889 (pp. 175-178). Sacramento, 1890.
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Mytilimeria nuttalli, Conr. - R.
Solen sicarius, Gld. - R.
Macoma yoldiformis, Cpr. - R.
Macoma nasuta, Conr. - R.
Macoma inquinata, Desh. - R.
Tellina bodegensis, Hds. - R.
Tellina bimaculata, Linn. - A.
Lutricola alta, Conr. - R.
Cumingia californica, Conr. - R., A.
Standella planulata, Conr. - R.
*Tivela crassatelloides, Conr. - R.
Psephis tantilla, Gld. - R.
+Venus simillima, Sby. - R.
+Venus succincta, Val. - R.
+Tapes staminea, Conr. - R.
Tapes staminea, var. orbella, Cpr. - R.
*Saxidomus gracilis, Gld. - R.
Saxidomus nuttalli, Conr. - R.
Rupellaria lamilifera, Conr. - R.
+Petricola carditoides, Conr. - R.
+Chama exogyra, Conr. - R., A.
Chama pellucida, Sby. - R., A.
Chama spinosa, Sby. - R., A.
Cardium corbis, Mart. - R.
+Cardium quadragenarium, Conr. - R.
Cardium blandum, Gld. - R.
*Liocardium elatum, Sby. - R.
Cardita subquadrata, Cpr. - R., A.
Lucina californica, Conr. - R., A.
Diplodonta orbella, Gld. - R.
Diplodonta orbella, var. - R.
Kellia laperousii, Desh. - R.
Kellia suborbicularis, Mont. - R.
+Mytilus californianus, Conr. - R., A., C.
Mytilus edulis, Linn. - R., A.
Mytilus bifurcatus, Stearns - R., A.
Modiola modiolus, Linn. - R., A.
Adula falcata, Gld. - R.
+Septifer bifurcatus, Rve. - R.
Lithophagus plumula, Hanl. - R., C., A.
Axinaea intermedia, Brod. - R.
Axinaea septentrionalis, Midd. - R.
Pecten hastatus, Sby. - R.
Pecten hastatus, var. hindsii, Cpr. - R.
++Pecten aequisulcatus, Cpr. - R., A.
Pecten latiauritus, Conr. - R.
*Hinnites giganteus, Gray - R., A.
+Ostraae lurida, Cpr. - R.
Succinea rusticana, Gld. - R.
Helix aryesiana, Newc. - R., -C., A. (This species not heretofore
reported from Anacapas.)
Physa D'Orbigniana, Lea - R.
*Dentalium indianorum, Cpr. - R.
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Chiton (Mopalia) muscosa, Gld. - R., A.
Chiton (Ischnochiton) scabra, Rve. - R., A.
R.
+Chiton (Ischnochiton) magdalensis, Hds.
R., A.
Chitor (Ischnochiton) cooperi, Cpr.?
Nacella (Acmaea) incessa, Hds. - R.
Nacella (Acmaea) paleacea, Gld. - R.
Acmaea patina, Esch. - R ., A.
+Acmaea persona, Esch. - R., A.
+Acmaea scabra, Nutt. - R., A.
Acmaea spectrum, Nutt. - R.
Acmaea asmi, Midd. - A.
Acmaea crebrifilatum, Cpr. - R.
Acmaea crebrifilatum, var. - R.
Acmaea (Scurria) mitra, Esch. - R., C.
++Acmaea (Lottia) gigantea, Gray - R., C., A.
Gadenia reticulata, Sby. - R., C., A.
+Fissurella volcano, Rve. - R., A.
Fissurella (Glyphis) aspera, Esh. - R.
*Lucapina crenulata, Sby. - R., C., A.
Fissurellidae (Clypidella) bimaculata, Dall. - R.
+Haliotis cracherodii, Leach. - R., C ., A.
Haliotis corrugata, Gray - R., C., A.
Haliotis rufescens, Sw. - R., C., A.
Phasianella compta, Gld. - R.
Phasianella compta, var. pulloides, Cpr. - R.
*Pomaulax undosus, Wood - R., A., C.
Lepthothyra sanguinea, Cpr. - R.
Lepthothyra bacula, Cpr. - R., A.
Lepthothyra.bacula, var. - R.
+Trochiscus norrisii, Sby. - R., A.
Chlorostoma funebrale, Ad. - R., C., A.
Chlorostoma funebrale, var. subapertum, Cpr. - R., A.
+Chlorostoma brunneum, Phil. - R., C., A.
Chlorostoma aureo-tinctum, Fbs. - R.
Chlorostoma gallina, Fbs. - R., C., A.
Calliostoma canaliculatum, Mart. - R.
Calliostoma costatum, Mart. - R.
Calliostoma annulatum, Mart. - R.
Calliostoma gemmulatum, Cpr. - R.
Calliostoma splendens, Cpr. - R.
Margarita acuticostata, Cpr. - R.
Crepidula dorsata, var. lingulata, Gld. - R.
Crepidula adunca, Sby. - R., C.
Crepidula navicelloides, Nutt. - R.
Crepidula navicelloides, var. explanata, Gld. - R.
+Hipponyx antiquatus, Linn. - R., A.
Hipponyx cranioides, Cpr. - R.
Hipponyx tumens, Cpr. - R., A.
Serpulorbis squamigerus, Cpr. - R., A., C.
Bivonia compacta, Cpr. - A.
Spiro-glyphus lituella, Morch? - A.
+Cerithidea sacrata, Gld. - R.
Bittium filosum, Gld . - R.
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Bittium quadrifilatum, Cpr. - R.
Bittium quadrifilatum, var. - R.
Bittium asperum, Cpr. - R.
Littorina planaxis, Nutt. - R., A.
Littorina scutulata, Gld. - R., C., A.
Littorina scutulata, var. - R.
Lacuna variegata, Cpr. - R.
Lacuna unifasciata, Cpr. - R.
Luponia (Cypraea) spadicea, Sw. - R., C., A.
Trivia (Cypraea) californica, Gray - R., A.
Trivia (Cypraea) solandri, Sby. - R.
Erato vitellina, Hds. - R.
Drillia inermis, Hds. - R.
Drillia moesta, Cpr. - R.
Drillia torosa, Cpr. - R.
Drillia torosa, var. aurantii, Cpr. - R.
Mangelia variegata, Cpr. - R.
Mangelia interlirata, Sts. - R.
Mitromorpha aspera, Cpr. - R.
+Conus californicus, Hds. - R., C., A.
Odostomia gravida, Gld. - R.
Chemnitzia tenuicula, Gld. - R.
Scalaria tincta, Cpr. - R., A.
Scalaria sp. - R., A.
Scalaria gracilis, Sby. - R., A., C.
Opalia crenatoids, Cpr. (or nov. sp?) - A., C.
Cerithiopsis tuberculata, Mont. - R., A.
Cerithiopsis assimilata, C. B. Ad. - A.
+Lunatia lewisii, Gld. - R., C.
Lamellaria stearnsiana, Dall. - R.
Ranella californica, Hds. - A.
*Mitra maura, Sw. - R., A.
Volvarina varia, Sby. - R., A.

*Olivella biplicata, Sby. - R., A.
fossata, Gld. - R.
perpinguis, Hds. - R.
mendica, Gld. - R.
cooperi, Fbs. - R.
Columbella carinata, Hds., var. Hindsii, Rve. - A.
Amphissa corrugata, Rve. - R., A.
Amphissa corrugata, var. vesicolor, Dall. - R.
Purpura canaliculata, Ducl. - R.
Purpura saxicola, Val. - R.
Purpura saxicola, var. fuscata, Fbs. - R.
Purpura saxicola, var. emarginata, Desh. - R.
Purpura crispata, var. septentrionalis, Rve. - C.
Monoceros engonatum, Conr. - R., A.
Monoceros, var. spiratum, Blain. - R.
Monoceros lapilloides, Conr. - R., A.
Nassa
Nassa
Nassa
Nassa

Ocinebra lurida, Midd. - R .,A.
Ocinebra lurida, var. aspera, Baird - A.
Ocinebra interfossa, var. atropurpurea, Cpr. - R.
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Ocinebra interfossa, var. muricata, Coop. - R.
Ocinebra interfossa, var. clathrata, Cpr. - R.
Ocinebra intertexta, Sts. - R. , A.
Cerostoma nuttalli, Conr. - A.
Nitidella gouldii, Cpr. - R.
Muricidea fasceolata, Hds. - R.
Muricidea incisa, Brod. - A.
Fusus cinereus, Rve. - A.
Anachis penicillata, Cpr. - R.
Cephalopoda.
Argonanta argo, Linn. - C.
Ommatostrephes gigas, D'Orb. - R.

Doubtless a thorough examination of the shores of these islands
would result in the finding of numerous species not included above. Such
examinations must necessarily extend over various seasons of the year, and
also many years' observations, before a full and complete list of the
mollusca could be compiled. Some species appear only at long intervals,
and then only under certain conditions, or combinations of favorable circumstances as to the season of the year, and storms coming from certain
directions.

Note.-- Since the above list was compiled Dr. J. Walter Fewkes has published
an illustrated description of a new genus of Nudibranchiata discovered at Santa
Cruz Island which he has named Cabrilla, from Cabrillo, the discoverer of the
islands. The species is Cabrilla occidentalis, Fewkes.
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HUMAN REMAINS IN CALIFORNIA CAVES

C. Hart Merriam

Since the discovery of the celebrated Calaveras skull, many
human skulls and skeletons have been found in caves along the west slope
of the middle Sierra. The presence of human remains in these caves has
been interpreted to mean that the Indians now living in the region practise
cave burial, or did practise it until recent times. This is an error.
The Indians of this region, the Mewuk, burned their dead, and never under
any circumstances put them in caves. These Indians believe the caves to be
inhabited by a stone giant, whom they call Chehalumche, who sallies forth
at night in search of food. He preys, by preference, on people, but when
he can not get people, takes deer or other animals. He never eats his
victims in the open but carries them into the caves and there devours them.
Members of several subtribes of the Mewuk have told me this, and have looked
with horror on the suggestion that they or their ancestors might ever have
put their dead in caves. They say: "Would you put your mother, or your
wife, or your child, or any one you love, in a cave to be eaten by a horrible giant?" The idea is so abhorrent to them that the theory of cave
burial must be abandoned as preposterous. The Mewuk feel that the finding
of human bones in these caves must convince us of the truth of their belief
in the occupancy of the caves by Chehalumche, the bones being those of the

victims he has carried there.
The mythology of the Mewuk does not admit of any migration but
describes the creation of the people in the area they still inhabit. This,
in connection with the fact that these Indians speak a language wholly different from any known in any other part of the world, proves that the Mewuk
have occupied the lands they now occupy for a very long period -- a period
which in my judgment should be measured by thousands of years.

This argues a great antiquity for the cave remains, for they must
be those of a people who inhabited the region before the Mewuk came -- and
this takes us back a very long way into the past.

* The American Antiquarian and Oriental Journal, Vol. 31, pp. 152-153,
1909. Also published in Science , N. S., Vol . XXIX, No. 751 , pp. 805806, 1909.
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NOTE ON THE OCCURRENCE OF HUMAN
REMAINS IN CALIFORNIA CAVES

John C. Merriam

In the course of an investigation of some of the limestone caverns
in California during the last four years, a number of cases have been noted
in which human remains were found in such situations as to indicate that
their entombment was not of historically recent date. In no instance have
any specimens been discovered which can be said to be of Quaternary age,
although some of the occurrences are of such nature that it would be difficult to prove that the remains were buried during the present period.

The writer has already called attention to the occurrence of human
remains in Mercer's Cave in Calaveras County, and in the Stone Man Cave in
Shasta County, under conditions which certainly suggest a considerable
antiquity. In Mercer's Cave a number of human skeletal remains were found
in close proximity to the bones of a Quaternary ground-sloth. The bones of
both sloth and man were encrusted with a deposit of stalagmite, the encrustation on the sloth bones being considerably thicker than that on the
human remains; and it is not probable that they were buried at the same time.
It is, however, true that stalagmite deposits may be very uneven, and it is
possible that the covering on the ground-sloth was formed in a shorter time
than the thinner layer on the human bones.
The remains in Stone Man Cave were discovered in a remote gallery
of this extensive cavern. The greater number of the bones were embedded in
a layer of stalagmite which enveloped them to the thickness of one eighth
of an inch or more. A vertebra which was obtained many years ago from this
locality is found to have lost most of the organic material, and the cavaties
are largely filled with calcite crystals.
In neither of the cases just described is it possible to fix the
age of the remains, but the impression given in both instances is that some
centuries have elapsed since the skeletons came into the position in which
they were found.
Another interesting occurrence of human bones has recently been
brought to the notice of the writer by Dr. J. C. Hawver, of Auburn, California. During the past few years Dr. Hawver has engaged in an energetic
exploration of the limestone caves in the vicinity of Auburn, partially at
the instance of the University of California, but largely on his own resources.
Hawver Cave, discovered by him and recently named in his honor, has been explored
and described by Mr. E. L. Furlong,2 but Dr. Hawver has continued the exploration

1"Recent

Cave Exploration in California", American Anthropologist, N. S.,
Vol. 8, No. 2, p. 221.

2Furlong,

E. L., SCIENCE,

N.*

S., Vol. 25, p. 392.
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of this cavern farther than it was carried by the university. In March, 1908,
while attempting to open what Dr. Hawver supposed to be an ancient passageway
into the lower cave, a number of human bones were found at a depth of twenty
feet below the surface, under a mass of cave earth, fallen rocks and soil, over
twelve feet in thickness. The remains lay at the lower end of a passageway
which has evidently been closed for a long period. In this case, as in that
of Mercer's Cave, remains of extinct animals undoubtedly of Quaternary age
were found near the human bones, but the degree of alteration of the
unquestionably Quaternary bones differs from that in the human skeletons.
Some of the human bones were embedded in a cemented breccia consisting largely
of angular fragments in limestone. So far as examined the bones seem to
have lost most of their organic matter. A fairly preserved skull in the
collection does not differ strikingly from the crania of the modern California
Indians, although no comparative study has yet been made by a specially
trained craniologist.
It is not possible in the
Quaternary age for the human bones.
the inference is, however, that the
present day by centuries, if not by

case of the Hawver Cave relics to prove
As in the other instances mentioned,
date of their entombment preceded the
millenniums.

John C. Merriam
University of California
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THE TRUE STORY OF THE CALAVERAS SKULL*

John C. Merriam

In the study of prehistoric America, one of the most important
questions asked is: "When did the human race first colonize this continent?"
There are some who maintain that man had occupied America before the beginning
of the present geological period -- others believe him to be a comparatively
recent arrival. The discussion of this question has been closely and carefully
contested, and it has fallen to the lot of practically all human remains,
reputed to represent American men of geologically ancient date, to become
veritable bones of contention.
Of the various relics discovered up to the present time, probably
none has become better known that the much-discussed Calaveras skull; certainly no other has been the occasion of such remarkably contradictory
statements as have been recorded in reference to this specimen.

Attention was generally attracted to the Calaveras skull by a short
notice of its discovery presented before a meeting of the California Academy
of Sciences in San Francisco in July, 1866, by Professor J. D. Whitney, then
State Geologist of California. According to the story as given by Whitney, the
skull had been found by Mr. Mattison of Angels, up in the Bret Harte country
of the Sierra, at a depth of one hundred and thirty feet, in a shaft on
Bald Mountain near the town. The formations overlying the gravel layer in
which the specimen was said to have been found, and which must therefore have
been formed since the skull was supposed to have been buried, consist of
alternations of gravel beds and volcanic rocks deposited in a geological age
several periods earlier than the present. The time of accumulation of these
beds antedates the principal elevation of the Sierra Neveda range, and represents
a period in which the animal and plant life of the earth differed entirely
from that of the present day.
Contrary to what might have been expected, the form of the skull
after it had been cleaned and prepared for study was not found to differ
materially from that of modern California Indians. Man was thus apparently
shown to have survived several total changes that have occurred in the life
of the earth since the time of accumulation of the gravels, yet without having
undergone any modification of his own physical structure, in contrast to the
rule that the most highly organized creatures tend to change more rapidly
than the simpler ones.

Whitney's account of his remarkable discovery did not meet with a
general acceptance either by the public or by scientists. Scientific men on
the one hand, have felt that the occurrence of the skull in such ancient

*Sunset Magazine, Feb. 1910, pp. 153-158.
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deposits indicated a mode of development of man on this continent entirely
different from that known elsewhere; while the unscientific public hailed
the story as a huge joke on the state geologist.
The scientists who have investigated the history of the human race
have accumulated a great volume of evidence indicating the close relation
of physical man to an ancient group of large-brained animals including the
existing apes and monkeys, and have traced the evolution or geological history
of the human type in the Old World step by step from ape-like forms up to
the present man. All that is known of the history of human beings in the Old
World indicates that their evolution is governed by the same general laws that
have controlled the evolution of other kinds of creatures.

The sudden appearance of highly developed man in America at the
time the auriferous gravels were being deposited would be entirely contrary
to the laws of evolution with which our history is in accord elsewhere. It
would indicate on the one hand, that man, the most progressive of all creatures,
had remained in this region for several geological periods without having shown
any physical advance or change, while the rest of the animal kingdom has
steadily advanced in physical characters generally, and particularly in
brain development. It would on the other hand be difficult to account for
the presence of highly developed human beings in this region long before the
appearance of the most primitive man-like forms elsewhere. In the epoch
represented by the gravels in which the skull was supposed to be buried, this
continent did not contain any ape-like or monkey-like creatures out of which
man could have been formed by any known process of evolution. In the Old
World the advancement of man has taken place in much the same way as the
evolution of other animals, and we have every reason to suppose that creation
has always been brought about by evolution, or by utilization of the most
available materials in producing a new type.
Soon after Whitney's first publication relating to the discovery
of the Calaveras skull, the public press seemed to discover that the finding
of the skull deep in the shaft at Bald Hill had been carefully arranged by
fun-loving residents of Angels, and that the eminent geologist had been
sadly fooled. The religious papers particularly investigated the case and
pronounced it a hoaz originating with some mischievous miners who wished
to play a joke on a man of arf "anti-scriptual and geological turn of mind."

In championing the Calaveras man as geologically ancient, the
severest blow to Whitney's cause came from a most unexpected source, in the
form of Bret Harte's now well-known poem on "The Pliocene Skull," in which
the skull finally speaks for itself and fixes the place of its origin:
Which my names is Bowers,
And I'd take it kindly
If you'd send the pieces home to old Missouri.

Whitney's final summing up of the etidence relating to the famous
skull* did not appear until thirteen years after his first paper, and in this

*Whitney, J. D., Auriferous Gravels of the Sierra Nevada, 1879.
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he presented what seemed to be a complete case in favor of the authenticity
of Mattison's find in the shaft on Bald Hill.

With the final report on the skull there was also published a most
interesting array of supporting evidence showing the presence of human remains
and relics in auriferous gravels of approximately the same age as those from
which the Calaveras skull was reported. The finds discussed by Whitney
included stone mortars and pestles, obsidian axes and arrow-points, beads,
and human bones, the occurrence of all of which was vouched for by the

testimony of trustworthy and unprejudiced men. The mass of evidence advanced
by Whitney seemed, taken at its face value, to leave no room for doubt that
man had lived in this part of the world at a very early time.
Some years after the publication of Whitney's principal paper on
the question of early man in America, the whole problem, including the cases
investigated by Whitney, was carefully reviewed by Professor W. H. Holmes,*
according to whose judgment the evidence indicating the existence of man in
California during the deposition of the auriferous gravels seems insufficient.
The writer's attention was first attracted to the question of
auriferous gravel man by coming into contact with several persons of high
standing who knew definitely of stone implements being obtained from deep
gravel mines since the completion of Whitney's studies. At that time a list
was compiled which included about a dozen apparently well authenticated
instances of occurrences of human remains in the auriferous gravels. The
problem taken as a whole seemed to the writer to present as remarkable a
case of absolutely contradictory evidence as ever appeared in science or in
law. On one side men with high reputation for veracity gave affidavits to
the effect that they had personally seen human bones and relics taken from
undisturbed layers in supposedly ancient formations. On the other hand,
scientists claimed that such occurrences were impossible. The positiveness of
the statements suggested the possibility of there being some truth on each
side, and in 1894 a campaign was entered upon to determine if it were not
possible to arrive at a satisfactory understanding of the evidence.

While it has been clear from the beginning of this investigation
that only the most conclusive proofs of the presence of human remains in the
older formations could have any weight against the accumulated scientific
evidence indicating its improbability, the writer has also been unwilling to
suppose that the miners of California are more inclined to play practical
jokes, or the scientists of the West more easily fooled than thbse in other portions
of the world, or that the word of the average man with reference to scientific
matters is less reliable here than elsewhere.
Without digressing too far from the question of the Calaveras skull,
it may be said that the probabilities as to the history of man as indicated
by scientific investigations elsewhere do not seem to be contradicted by any

*Auriferous Gravel Man in California, 1899.
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evidence thus far obtained in California. It is probably that the remarkable
occurrences of human remains which have been reported in this state owe
their origin in a large measure to t'he exceptional conditions existing in
California during the progress of placer-mining on a gigantic scale. In regions
where implements and skeletal remains left by the aboriginal inhabitants were
abundant, many relics were washed down or moved about so that they came
to be found in most unexpected places.
In attempting to obtain evidence as to the origin of the Calaveras
skull particularly, the question arose whether an examination of the matrix in
which the skull was enclosed when it came into Whitney;s hands might furnish
conclusive evidence for or against the view that the skull came from the
auriferous gravels. In 1892 the skull was examined to determine whether any
clue as to the nature of the occurrence of the specimen could be obtained
from an examination of the enclosing matrix. The gravel was found to consist
almost entirely of angular fragments of rock, quite unlike the well-worn
pebbles which make up the mass of the auriferous gravels in strata corresponding
to the level at which the skull is supposed to have been obtained in Mattison's
shaft. Contrary to Whitmey's statement the matrix indicates quite conclusively
that the skull could not have come from the auriferous gravels under Bald Hill.

Fortunately the investigation which furnished evidence regarding
the nature of the matrix of the skull also gave some suggestion as to the
probably place of origin. As had been shown by Whitney, the skull was found
to be incrusted with a thin layer of calcareous material, which also partly
filled the pres of the bone, and formed small veins or plates in the matrix.
Sucj incrustation and infiltration with lime deposit as is seen here may occur
in a variety of situations, but it is found most commonly on specimens entombed
in deposits in caves or in rock fissures. In agreement with this is also the
nature of the angular rock fragments in the matrix. Those in the cave deposits
may be water-worn, but generally include a large percentage of angular,
unworn pieces, only recently broken away from the surrounding rocks. Farther
suggestion regarding the cave origin of the skull is given by the presence in
the matrix of a number of snail-shells, rodent bones, and a snake vertebra -remains that have been very commonly found in the cave deposits of the California
region in the course of recent investigations carried on in them.
In close conjunction with the writer's first examination of the
Calaveras skull there camenfrom different sources two instructing statements
which were considered to have an indirect bearing on the problem of the skull.
At one of the scientific meetings in Washington in the winter of 1902,
Professor W. H. Holmes exhibited two peculiar skulls partly covered with a
calcareous incrustation, and recorded as having come from a cave in Calaveras
County, California, the exact locality not being given. On the same day that
these specimens were exhibited a member of the Whitney Geological Survey of
California told the writer that numerous skulls with calcareous incrustations
were obtained from caves in Calaveras county by members of the survey, but he
had no knowledge as to what had become of the specimens. Professor Holmes had
previously, in 1901, suggested the possibility of cave origin of the skull
which Whitney received.
A general statement of all the evidence bearing on the possible
cave origin of the Calaveras skull, together with some suggestion as to how the
-
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skull might have come into Whitney's hands, was read by the writer before the
meeting of the American Anthropological Association in 1903. The suggestion
as to cave origin as more recently been elaborated by several writers* and
seems to be generally accepted, though it will probably never be possible
to prove it absolutely.
If the Ca.laveras skull came from a cave, it still remains to show
how it finally passed into Whitney's possession as a relic from the auriferous
gravels. In this connection several interesting items of information have
come to light. One of these seems to show that even if a joke had been played
upon the miner, Mattison, this particular joke had failed to reach the
geologist Whitney. Some years ago Professor F. W. Putnam exhibited a small
photograph, showing the skull in nearly the condition in which it was first
seen by Whitney, to residents of Angels Camp who claimed to have been concerned
in putting the joker skull into Mattison's mine, and was informed that this
was certainly not the skull which they had put in the shaft. In this connection Dr. Sinclair has recently shown that skulls from the locality at which
the jokers were supposed to have obtained the specimen used to fool Mr.
Mattison are buried in a matrix quite unlike that which covered Whitney's
specimen. According to these statements, behind which it does not seem
necessary to go, it may be supposed either that several skulls were placed in
the shaft by independent parties, or that in the several changes of ownership
between Mattison and Whitney, the original skull disappeared, and another
specimen was unwittingly substituted.

After so long a lapse of years, it will probably never be possible
to trace out the history of the Calaveras skull with certainty, but at least
one circumstance suggests an unintentional substitution. According to
Whitney's account the skull was in the possession of Dr. Jones of Murphy's
not longer than a few months. Mr. J. L. Sperry who was living in Murphy's
and resided just across the street from Dr. Jones at the time the skull was
found, has on several occasions minutely described to the writer and to others
his first view of the Calaveras skull. According to his description, Dr.
Jones one day suddenly appeared in his doorway with the skull, which was
covered with dust and cobwebs. He was very much disgusted over something
connected with the specimen, that he seemed to think had been lying about
somewhere for a long time. Jones pitched the skull out into the street, but
afterward recovered it. The presumption is that this specimen had been stored
away in Dr. Jones' office, or elsewhere, longer than the period which seems
to be allowed for its possession by any one of the several parties through
whose-hands it is supposed to have passed in a comparatively short time. It
may easily have been one of the numerous cave specimens, which had been obtained
in this region. This specimen it was, which was sent to Whitney in practically
the condition in which it is shown on page 153. It is improbable that we
shall ever know with certainty the true origin of this specimen, but whatever
be the actual place in which it was entombed, it is probable that, had there

*Hrdlicka, A.; Skeletal Remains Suggesting or Attributed to early man in North
America, 1907.
Sinclair, W. J.; Neocene Man in the Auriferous Gravels of the Sierra Nevada,
1908.
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been no suggestion of its having been derived from the auriferous gravels,
anyone familiar with California cave specimens would, at the first glance,
have considered it a cave relic of rather ancient though uncertain age.
Considered as a cave relic, the Calaveras skull may possibly
represent a race inhabiting the Californian region at a really remote historical
period. The cave investigations which ahve been carried on in this state
during the past few years have shown that at several localities, ranging
from northern California down through the foothill region of the Sierras,
human remains are found embedded in cave deposits which ahve an appearance
of antiquity, though they probably belong to the present or the recent
geological period. In Shasta county human bones were found embedded in the
stalagmite floor of a remote gallery in the Stone Man Cave. At Murphy's,
Calaveras county, human bones covered with stalagmite were found in close
proximity to those of extinct animals, though probably more recent than the
extinct creatures. At Hawver Cave, in E1 Dorado county, Dr. Hawver has
recently found human bones covered-with stalagmite and embedded in hard,
cemented cave deposits more than twenty feet below the surface. It may be
repeated that these occurrences do not individually necessarily imply any
considerable age geologically considered, but the impression given by the
numerous cases observed is that the period which has elapsed since entombment
may be comparatively long historically, or measured in years.
An interesting confirmation of this suggestion as to the age of
some of the cave remains of this state has recently been obtained by Dr. C.
Hart Merriam, Chief of the Bureau of Biological Survey, United States Department of Agriculture. Contrary to the view that the skeletons found in
the limestone caverns represent cave burials by Indians now living in this
region, Dr. Merriam finds in his study of the Mewuk Indians living on the
western slope of the Sierra, that they look with horror on this method of
burial, and have certainly not practices it. They are, however, aware that
skeletons exist in the caves, and beliave thetcaverns to be inhabited by a
stone giant called Chehalumche, who leaves the caves at night to search for
food. Human beings are the prey which he likes best. The victims are carried
to the giant's lair to be eaten, and it is the bones of these unfortunate
persons that we now find in the caves.
The mythology of the Mewuk as obtained by Dr. C. H. Merriam indicates
that these people have lived-for a long time in the region where we now find
them. Their myths describe the creation of the ancestor of the tribe in the
negion where they now live; and this, in connection with the fact that the
Mewuk speak a language not known in any other part of the world, shows that
these people have probably occupied their present home for a long time. As
the cave burials must have occurred before the Mewuk came to occupy this
country, they must date from a remote period, which in Dr. Merriam's opinion
is to be measured in thousands of years.
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DISCUSSION OF MOUNDS IN CALIFORNIA

*

Anonymous
Mr. McCliesney called the attention of thlci A(lademy l azt conspicuouis
Indian mound existing near Oakland, about two and a alulf miles from Broadway
Station, and about 300 feet from the water's edge. lt was circular in form,
about 175 feet in diameter, with sides sloping from 45 to 50 degrees; it is,
so far as he had examined it, composed of shells and other debris, and was
now covered with shrubbery. The upper surface was somewhat hollowed.

Mr. Dameron referred to certain mounds that he had examined near Alameda Point, and which contained stone implements, shells and bones.

The President stated that this is the condition of nearly all these
mounds; but in many, skeletons are found in a sitting posture.
Mr. D. J. Staples said that he did not deem the little information he
had to offer of much Lmportance, unless the fact of witnessing burials in the
winter of 1849-50 may aid in the solution of the question "Whether the bones
in these mounds are of prehistoric age?"

In the winter of 1849-50, on the Mokelumnie River, fourteen miles northeast of Stockton, I witnessed the burial of several Indians, three of whom had
died in one night from the effects of bad whiiskey. 'These were placed in the
ground near the tents or houses occupied by the tribe, and buried in sitting
position, surrounded by their personal property, consisting principally4of
beads, trinkets, etc., the graves being made in the depression of the rancheria
where formerly stood a sweat-house. The following year I saw the same ceremony
performed, on one occasion, at the same rancheria, and another time at a place
some miles farther up the river. In my opinion, the reason for the Indians
burying their dead so near the habitations of the living, is found in their
indolence and filthy habits, and in part, perhaps to the desire to often
visit the graves of the departed. A number of mounds which I have examined
on the Upper Sacramento and American Rivers, appeared to have been partially
thrown up with the earth; and I am of the opinion that the Indians designed
them to raise their brush huts above the encroachments of the spring floods.
I feel quite confident that scientific men will not discover anything in the
Indian mounds of California to connect them with a prehistoric age.

The President said, that up north the Indians seldom bury their dead
They sometimes put them in trees, sometimes in canoes, and
sometimes in the ground. In Sitka, however, the graves are all very near the
homes of the living.
near their homes.

Mr. Ellis called attention
He
said perhaps the Indians,
city.
where it was easiest to dig. As to
up dust around the edges to protect

to a large mound in the southern part of the
being too indolent, had buried their dead
the hollow in the center, they perhaps threw
themselves from the wind.

Mr. Dameron said that in early days in the Sacramento Valley, they burned
their dead. Perhaps the mounds were built to keep them from the floods'.

Proc. Calif. Acad. Sci. 5: 202-203, 1874.
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ON SHE:LL MOUNDS IN OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

*

A. S. Hudson, M.D.
Some two miles north of the City Hall, Oakland, on the shore of
the bay, are two conspicuous tumuli, which are composed of shells. They are
situated on a low, level tract of alluvial land. On one of these, which is
some 300 feet in diameter at base, the dwelling house of Mr. W. stands,
surrounded with shrubbery. The shells are so much decayed on the surface,
that plants and trees find perpetual moisture and grow without irrigation.
A well 30 feet deep sunk in this ancient pile passed through a layer of
shells 12 feet deep before the native black soil was reached. A vault dug
10 feet went through shells interspersed with layers of ashes and charcoal.
Back and west of the house is a bold tumulus of more strength of feature.
It is within a few-yards of the shore of the bay; the shore or west side of
the mound is thickly belted with willow trees. No deep exploration into
this mound has been made, but it seems composed wholly of shells, a few
animal bones, and occasional fragments of charcoal. It is 240 feet in
diameter at the base and circular in shape, truncated at the summit, which
is 150 feet in diameter. Without accurate measurement, it is estimated to
be 35 to 40 feet high. From the north side runs an arm or a kind of panhandle, 270 feet long, and originally 5 or 6 feet high. About two feet of
the surface of this pan-handle has been scraped off by the proprietor of
the land, to fill up a "pond hole" which lay immediately at the east side
of it. A few human bones, and some mortars and pestles, were exhumed by
the plow and scraper.

The mound now occupied for a dwelling-place is analogous to the
kitchen-middens of Denmark. Not so with the neighboring tumulus, which
evinces design. The pyramidal mound - represented in the accompanying
sketch - cannot be looked upon as the result of accident. It is as shapely
in outline as a well laid pile of brick or stone. Abbe Domenech, who spent
seven years among the aboriginal inhabitants of the Pacific, says: "Indians do no special work for mere whim or pastime - they have a definite
object in their labor." This mound bespeaks a similar sentiment. It conveys the idea that human hands gave it existence and figure, for a purpose.
That purpose may have been Jfor an oratory, for sacrificial customs, or
feasts for the tribal chiefs.

* Proc. Calif. Acad. Sci. 5: 302-303, 1875.
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SHELL MOUNDS
Leander Ransom

The
attention of
been written
the basis of

subject of "Ancient Mounds" and their builders has attracted the
antiquarians, and men of science generally, for years. Much has
on the subject, and much may be written, yet conjecture forms
our knowledge regarding them.

California does not appear to have been visited by the "mound
builders," whose works are numerous in the Mississippi Valley, as no trace of
their work has yet been discovered on our coast. The only "ancient works"
in the form of mounds yet discovered, are what we familiarly term "Shell
Mounds," in consequence of their composition being largely of shells.
My attention was attracted at an early day to their existence on this
coast, and from some memoranda made by me in 1854, I have drawn up this sketch,
showing the position, appearances, and dimensions at that time, of a group of
such mounds situated about one-fourth of a mile inland from the Bay of San
Pablo, on the west side, a short distance below San Pedro Point, in Township
2 North, Range 6 West, Mount Diablo meridian. There are four of them. The
largest is eighty feet in diameter on the top, forming a perfect circle, and
twenty feet in height, with sides sloping about one and a half degrees to
one degree. Capt. Simpton, the proprietor of the land on which they were
situated, has erected a comfortable dwelling on the top of it, two stories
in height, where he resides.

Immediately in the rear, and extending northwardly, are three
others, about the same distance from each other, respectively sixty, fortyfive and forty feet in diameter at the top, and fifteen, twelve and ten feet
in height, with a basin-shaped depression in the top of each. They are situated in a beautiful and picturesque valley, well wooded, and thoroughly
shielded from the prevailing summer winds, by the surrounding hills and high
lands, with a stream of water at their base, and in full view of the waters
of the Bay.
Here must have resided a chief of a tribe, with his "men of science"
about him, as the position and shape of these mounds indicate more than ordinary Indian skill and design.

Differences of opinion may and probably do exist as to the origin
of these mounds, yet the more general opinion appears to be that there was
no other definite object in their construction and subsequent growth than
the one herein suggested. They are undoubtedly the work of the present race
of Indians on this coast and their immediate ancestors.
Those that I have seen are uniformly situated in the neighborhood of
beds of mussels or other shell fish, either on the banks of bays or streams
of water, distant from a few chains to a quarter of a mile. A favorable
place is selected for a residence or lodge, and a commencement is made
by excavating a depression in the earth and throwing up a circular
ridge; or where the ground is too low, commencing a foundation by a basin* Proc. Calif. Acad. Sci. 4: 86-87, 1873.
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shaped deposit of earth. Around and on the ridge, poles or stakes are planted, with the tops connected, to form a haystack-shaped structure, which is
covered by bark, or more generally with the skins of animals. Around this
lodge the refuse of their shell-fish, as well as the bones and other offal
from other animals are thrown daily. After years of such deposits and accumulation, which at different times has been more or less covered over with
earth when the stench became too offensive, and when fleas and other vermin
became unbearable, a "purging by fire" is resorted to; then new structures
are formed, and another series of years and deposits is added.
Let this extend to centuries, as has been the case on this coast,
and you have the shell mounds which we see in favorable and desirable localities.

There is another species of mounds similarly formed, but not for
the same purpose-, which I may call attention to at a future day.
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