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CHAMBER SYMPHONY

CARL SCHIMMEL

I.  Beyond the Zero
II.  Un Perm’ au Casino Hermann Goering
Variation 1: This octopus is not in good mental health
Variation 1I: ~ You can do a lot of things at the sea-side that you can’t do in town
Variation 111:  Jeroboams come and go, fat, green, tattered gray foil at the necks giving
back the bar’s electric radiance
Variation IV":  Her image threatens to shake apart into separate flakes of snow
Variation V': Lam amore virginali totus ardeo
Variation VI1:  Turns out that some merrymaker has earlier put a hundred grams of
hashish in the Hollandaise
Variation V1I:  Loonies on Leave!
Variation VII1: In a control that is out of control
II1. In the Zone

IV. The Counterforce

SCORED FOR

Flute (dbl. Piccolo) Hor in F 2 Violins
Oboe Trumpet in B-Flat Viola
Clatinet 1 in B-Flat (dbl. Cl. in E-Flat) Tenor or Bass Trombone Cello
Clatinet 2 in B-Flat (dbl. Bass Cl. in B-Flat) Percussion (2 Players) Double Bass
Bassoon (dbl. Contrabassoon) Piano

PERCUSSION LIST

PercussionI:  Crotales, Tam-tam, Finger Cymbals, Temple Bowl or Gong (F), Slapstick, Cowbells (High & Low), Beer Bottle,
Wood Blocks (High & Low), Siten Whistle, Tubular Bells, Ttiangle, Kazoo, Harmonica, Suspended Cymbal, Brake Drum, Toms (up
to 4), Snare Drum, Vibraphone

Percussion II':  Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Kazoo, Harmonica, Ratchet, Snare Drum, Suspended Cymbal, Bass Drum

PERFORMANCE NOTES

0 Beams with a slash through them indicate that the beamed notes should be played as fast as possible, unless otherwise
indicated.

o Boxed notes should be repeated constantly until the end of the arrow which follows the right bracket. When the figure is to
be concluded in the middle of a measure, a duration is indicated above the end of the arrow. If the duration of individual
notes is not indicated, these durations are at the performer’s discretion.

o The dynamic marking “ n ” indicates silence, and is generally used to begin a crescendo that should emerge with as little
attack as possible, or to conclude a diminuendo that should fade to silence.

o  Each petformer is required to play a kazoo.

o  Some passages requite the trombone or trumpet player to speak through the instrument, but do not indicate text. In these
passages, text may be drawn from the title of the section, or the player may choose his or her own.

© Possibly Music, 2014



PROGRAM NOTES

My Chanmber Symphony is a kind of experiment in narrative, as was (perhaps) Thomas Pynchon’s 1973 novel
Gravity’s Rainbow, on which the composition is based. The numerous characters, vague and complex plot
construction, non-chronological narration, and highly colorful prose style of Pynchon’s famously recondite novel
contribute to the difficulty of the text, yet these elements in coordination manifest a kind of animus behind the
written word; the novel itself is brought to life, a humming organism approaching sentience. To conjure this level
of vitality is my goal too as a creative artist, albeit in the sonic realm.

In the Chaniber Symphony, 1 closely parallel the explicit architecture of Gravity’s Rainbow; the four parts of the
novel correspond to the four movements of the Symphony, and each subsection is also carefully charted — there are
21 subsections within the first movement, for example. I have assigned musical ideas to all of the major — and
many of the minor — characters in the novel (49 of the more than 70 recurring characters). Like the characters in
the novel, these musical ideas are interrelated, and some are absent for long stretches of time. But except for the
rocket reference which opens and closes the work, and the use of harmonicas and kazoos here and there (most
notably in the final chorale at the end of the fourth movement), the perceived “plot” of my music does not
correspond to that of the novel. And while I share his penchant for zaniness and absurdity, whether by tutelage or
temperament I am also drawn to the kind of organic balance and unity of works by composers like Brahms and
Beethoven. My musical translation of Gravity’s Rainbow is therefore indirect, and intentionally bereft of
impenetrability. It is as if, in converse relation to a typical musical retelling which might engender a kind of
enigmatic aura, I have applied a mapping function from the complex literary space of Pynchon’s novel to the rea/
space of the musical experience. I hope that I have not lost any of its magic.

The titles of the movements, as well as those of the variations in Movement 11, are from Gravity’s Rainbow
(© Thomas Pynchon, 1973). The variations of Movement 11 follow each other without pause. Chamber Symphony
(2014) was composed for Alarm Will Sound. (notes by the composer)
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composed for Alarm Will Sound

Score in C Carl Schimmel
I. Beyond the Zero
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The walls read ice (J = ca. 152)
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They walked till that winter hid them
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,, Gripped in the teeth of the steel snake
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The pure light of the zero comes nearer
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CHAMBER SYMPHONY

VARIATION IV: Her image threatens to shake apart into separate flakes of snow
(¢ = ca. 60) molto accelerando

108 110 111 112 113 114
L f)
D’ A /)
AW 3 - - - - t
N 4 T
ANIVAES 3 =1
) S e
»p
0
a3 - - - = ;
o4 1
.) a O O O
I R b —
P
fH >
7 % T
Y AW 3 - - - b
GE ! : +
oJ bt o kel o i I
A I S .. 2 i
»p
fH |
D’ A /) T
A 3 - - I} Il
N 4 T T DT O
ANIVAES 3 T T
o = s s s El >
S B .
p
N XL
Y% - = -
7 /A
i 3 Il
™ e © © k=3
S
Z »p
Ly
p = - = OiE
N 4 b
ANIVAES 3 v
o —
PP
n mute off
D™ A/}
A 3 - - -
N 4
ANIVAES 3
Q) p— p— p— p—
R4 hsd © /9
S I B
mute off ¥4
N X
)4
S 3
o o o

ol

S

N

E

T T

1 1
[ [
-

\(?{ |
\

T T
= =
= -
o

NY

s=___—_T=

J

Na_-;
ie

ﬁwlﬁ‘;
s

e
T

ETEIE N

VARIATION IV: Her image threatens to shake apart into separate flakes of snow

= ca. 60) molto accelerando

109 110 111

112

113

114

Qé’k)

N

=

$T

0/0|

b

—

| —

— 1
1
o
Lo

pe




53

CHAMBER SYMPHONY

120

119

118

117

116

115

>

R Yo Y50 REH RH M RN Yoy MO M R LN ek RN M Y°S) YoS)
, — ” A :
i v
A - | | & DA S TRA
i - |
| o
Lol I
i
AR 118 & LT N2
[ s 4 ﬁ@a
. \ o L
e ol I T, ) ol ol a Coew |l 9 wep R AEW | | WO e
1 = (T 5 /
F £ E ] @ F “ - i
ALY I 3 >.H# A
a0 A
S|4 o
5l w/ AQ QY
[=] P>. umm ID\D
HE 1
Aol Q| m w Qiw = | g
il o || ¢ 0 S e Al 0 2] 5 M Wbl [wep QNI || dowm g
gl [ 2 = \|/ /
N ] ~
A jo- by ANCIEE B
j maN
TN I LTI | A8
. NP . “
9 ) M| T ¢ e [, gA aiia 8 e ™ qe LN A AWM Y q
_\% =
o
luﬂﬂ I8
|
Vi b ]
1T
ﬂ\-
o ! ¢ o 0 119) 116 weo i kel e || e ol
\ \ il il N \ V[ f /
% ol I =
o ]
AR W M h A *Hu .u/m
r s
MLE 1
[at
A
1 (| , ,
. ) ¢ o ¢/ 16! 16! [ o, e o} ap |l g¢ oo
\ \ \ il \ S \ V| T |
»
o~
AQLLL DA o~
" J.j.i 1
o~
L
¢ , = ey db 0 o6
o ¢ o | N = 4 ,

D WP | 1R 1 2E L9l
N N N DN @ B N o N 6 2N N 22 0 &
\l [ \ [ T ™~ \

S —— T —
o 5 - o g g g g - g = = = o] =
© 3 o = T = = g £ = E = > g
& S “ = ~ - >




CHAMBER SYMPHONY

(¢ = ca. 360) [122] Half Tempo (s = ca. 180)
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molto accelerando
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150

149

VARIATION VI: Turns out that some merrymaker has eatlier
put a hundred grams of hashish in the Hollandaise
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VARIATION VIII: In a control that is out of control
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Lilacs bleed their color

a tenpo

CHAMBER SYMPHONY

...a transcendent puzzle
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Fluttering white as telltales
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CHAMBER SYMPHONY

Deeper than Snake-sure, entangling,

north light

Deeply shining, terrible...
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84 CHAMBER SYMPHONY
Whips that trail their spectra as they fall
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It's coming

CHAMBER SYMPHONY

Waiting for the luminous wind that will break them toward the sea
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The sky is busy, streaming, a living plasma
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There in the lurid red altitudes
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[86] The sound-shadow comes down

91

90

89

88

87

N Wu, .J\uv LL mub.:ﬁb - 5 Ah, It >A% -,/ A in
ﬂm‘w‘ . ] g8 q I o I
i Rx m
! Z
LS N E L Al g2 wlloal
A B T3 ' B (1111
| 8 I an
o nang . & e .- ” mw 12
1 % el ‘ I | ; |
o i Jﬂ/ s AL o ﬂp ™, _Mo LR \m o
| SN (BN | /ﬁuuy m R i W / o
z \ o A
£ | .o
= | o
i ol T ol il = ™ | QL C U 1A
A ﬂu A f m Apu\r A
an ST T A | o3| RN
L [ N o] | ] Wm\} .
i d| e i o e A T
R IR TS I Am \\Hu‘
_ m s
m A.wy
it TR 8 A8 el T A | LY o S| AR i i
il Il ol ol ” 3 f (1
8
.o I
] w» B
O L
= ||~ I ™8 > i
L T M il m A 1] LN 3 48 ekl BTN
| ﬂ . i
B TN T T || ! 1@ (B] T
U.V ;\u.v il v ;M.v A.D ' . ” s Pu.v
Y | AHM |l —& ] N ” ‘m I~
e s Bl e ik I miog el eellllll AU
e ™ MmN L 18 M Ml v m m f-\\\ ™
' ™2
R IO TS E|NIEN TR I ENCEUIHENGC RN SRS
s LS I N I NS S LS I = P e I NS s
NP N N @ N aN NT» & o m N N 2 N
: % 5 z : 3 = g E = 8 g
£ ° z : £ 3 F £ & E = >




(0 = ca 160)

95

CHAMBER SYMPHONY
Terror has come

ritardando

Downward in tendrils of many colors
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Like a city in a myth
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Up above the surface of the Earth in rainbow light

CHAMBER SYMPHONY
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128] There is a luminary looking down from the sky
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