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Mother Chords 
for string orchestra 

Michael Gilbertson 
(2017/18) 



Mother Chords 
Michael Gilbertson 

(2017/18) 

string orchestra version transcribed for the Kaleidoscope Chamber Orchestra, Los Angeles 

Duration: 10 minutes 

After several weeks of  sketching this quartet in the fall of  2016, I started over in mid November as 
the piece became a sort of  personal reaction to the presidential election. I felt the need to write 

something comforting, and thought of  the pulsing chords that open Sibelius' Second Symphony. A 
similar gesture of  lulling, repeated chords became the starting point for this work. The string 

harmonics are meant to evoke the image of  a glass ceiling that looms over the piece, but is never 
broken. 
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