
UC San Diego
UC San Diego Electronic Theses and Dissertations

Title
EVER AFTER

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/19w417cc

Author
Baker, Nina Andrea

Publication Date
2013

Supplemental Material
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/19w417cc#supplemental
 
Peer reviewed|Thesis/dissertation

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/19w417cc
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/19w417cc#supplemental
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO

Ever After

A thesis submitted in partial satisfaction of the 

requirements for the degree Master of Fine Arts 

in 

Visual Arts 

by

 Nina A Baker

Committee in charge:

Professor Ricardo Dominguez, Chair 
Professor Harvey Goldman 
Professor Louis Hock
Professor Ruben Ortiz-Torres 

2013





      The thesis of Nina A Baker is approved and it is acceptable

      in quantity and form for publication on microfilm and 

      electronically:

               

               
      _________________________________________________

      _________________________________________________

      _________________________________________________

      _________________________________________________
           Chair

University of California, San Diego

2013

iii



DEDICATION

For Theodor and Joe.

iv



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Signature Page ……………………………………………………………..   iii

Dedication ………………………………………………………………….   iv

Table of Contents ………………………………………………………….    v

List of Supplementary Materials…………………………………………..    vi

Abstract of the Thesis………………………………………………………   vii

v



LIST OF SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS

Ever After

by

Nina A Baker

Master of Fine Arts in Visual Arts

University of California, San Diego, 2013

Professor Ricardo Dominguez, Chair

Ever After is an installation of four distinct sculptures with overlapping relationships created by arrangement, materials, process and content in a dimly lit gallery.  The work reflects elements of modern and figurative sculpture, tree houses and deer blinds, a dining room and terminal illness. The show references my interest in building structures, altering existing objects, notions of masculinity, ritual labor and craft, metaphorical expression and ways in which we approach and relate to forms in our space. These interests are utilized to begin conversations about the body, its psychological projections, its physical contortions and spaces it longs to inhabit or escape from. Imbedded in each form is a sense of contrast that either upends or distorts what is usually expected of it; the strong is made weak, the playful turns threatening, the grotesque becomes loveable. 
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ABSTRACT OF THESIS

Ever After

by

Nina A Baker

Master of Fine Arts in Visual Arts

University of California, San Diego, 2013

Professor Ricardo Dominguez, Chair

Ever After is an installation consisting of several sculptural and narrative elements pertaining to the subject of happiness and childhood memories. Set in a moving truck, the exhibition space itself becomes an important part of the installation.  Major influences are contemporary popular culture, its objects and notions. The work references my interests in altering and appropriating mass-produced objects, the merging of biography and fiction, and the absurdities of daily life. This installation specifically reflects upon the ubiquitous ideas  surrounding the cultural concept of happiness, its psychological projections and manifestations in objects, narratives and gestures. 
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