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To the community,

As mass media showcased the increasing instances of anti-Asian racism and xenophobia towards
the Asian diaspora, the chief editors saw that there was a lack of research literature on the Asian
American experience, both before and during the onset of the pandemic. By providing a platform
that empowers students to share their academic work, the AARJ continues the vision initiated by
student activists in the Third World Liberation Front (TWLF) strikes by de-centering academic
gatekeeping against people of color and reinforcing the importance of Asian American and Asian
Diasporic studies as a scholarly field. We are proud to announce the publication of this first issue
of the Asian American Research Journal (AARJ) at UC Berkeley. We created this journal
because we saw that UC Berkeley lacked a platform for undergraduate and graduate students to
publish their research and scholarly work centered on Asian American and Asian Diasporic
experiences, identities, and communities.

For our initial publication, we chose the theme “Building Our Voices”. We envisioned a space to
recognize and showcase student papers commenting, analyzing, and advising on the various
contemporary issues facing the Asian American community, as well as how historical legacies of
trauma, discrimination, and oppression continue to affect past, present, and future generations. In
addressing the need for a platform for student work and voices, we encouraged a broad range of
submissions to capture the multifaceted, non-monolithic stories of the Asian American and Asian
diaspora.

We are beyond thankful to the editors, designers, authors, faculty editors, and community
members for bringing this inaugural journal to fruition and are excited for this publication to
continue supporting future generations of scholars to come. We especially thank the tireless
efforts of our journal-building community: Anya Fang, our logo designer; Jamie Noh, our chief
designer; Rachel Lee and the eScholarship team, and of course, our relentlessly uplifting faculty
sponsors, Dr. Khatharya Um, Dr. Lok Siu, and Dr. Michael Omi.

Please enjoy the first issue of the Asian American Research Journal!

In Solidarity,

Anh-Tu Lu, Austin Le, Gabrielle Nguyen, Richie Chu
Chief Editors 2020-2021

Asian American Research Journal Co-founders





