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Abstract

Concerto for piano and string orchestra
by
Michael Scott Nicholas
Doctor of Philosophy in Music
University of California, Berkeley

Professor Cindy Cox, Chair

For this concerto I decided to look back to the beginnings of the keyboard concerto, instead

of the development which took place during the period from the late eighteenth century to the
present. My intent was to create a kind of wormhole between the earlier styles and forms and
my own personal treatment, informed by my own contemporary environment. Each of the three
movements is conceived as a dialogue between myself and one of the early proponents of the
keyboard concerto.

The first movement refers to one of the composers who wrote some of the very first works in this
genre: J. S. Bach. I took inspiration with a kind of ritornello form, alternating between tutti and
solo passages, but with each new section consisting of new material rather than repeats. For some
of the solos I even took some of Bach’s keyboard figures and made them my own.

In the second movement I looked to the lyricism of Bach’s son, C. P. E. Bach, who contributed
over 50 works to the genre and—in my opinion—is one of the most important composers of
keyboard concerti. His slow movements can be magical, with unrestrained lyricism mixed with
interesting and often uncoventional harmonies and orchestrations.

For the final movement I took inspiration from Haydn’s final movements, which are often short,
fast rondos. Here I transferred Haydn’s fast beats into a series of echoes, against which the solo-
ist plays a multitude of different figures. The movement overall is treated in a much more ‘classi-
cal’ way than the second movement.
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