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RESEARCH PAPER

Improved spatial speckle contrast model for
tissue blood flow imaging: effects of spatial
correlation among neighboring camera pixels
Julio Cesar Juarez-Ramirez,a Beatriz Coyotl-Ocelotl,a Bernard Choi ,b,*

Ruben Ramos-Garcia ,a Teresita Spezzia-Mazzocco,a and
Julio C. Ramirez-San-Juan a,*

aInstituto Nacional de Astrofisica, Optica y Electronica, Departamento de Optica, Tonantzintla, Mexico
bUniversity of California, Irvine, Beckman Laser Institute and Medical Clinic, Department of Surgery, Irvine,

California, United States

ABSTRACT. Significance: Speckle contrast analysis is the basis of laser speckle imaging (LSI),
a simple, inexpensive, noninvasive technique used in various fields of medicine and
engineering. A common application of LSI is the measurement of tissue blood flow.
Accurate measurement of speckle contrast is essential to correctly measure blood
flow. Variables, such as speckle grain size and camera pixel size, affect the speckle
pattern and thus the speckle contrast.

Aim: We studied the effects of spatial correlation among adjacent camera pixels on
the resulting speckle contrast values.

Approach: We derived a model that accounts for the potential correlation of inten-
sity values in the common experimental situation where the speckle grain size is
larger than the camera pixel size. In vitro phantom experiments were performed
to test the model.

Results: Our spatial correlation model predicts that speckle contrast first increases,
then decreases as the speckle grain size increases relative to the pixel size. This
decreasing trend opposes what is observed with a standard speckle contrast model
that does not consider spatial correlation. Experimental data are in good agreement
with the predictions of our spatial correlation model.

Conclusions: We present a spatial correlation model that provides a more accurate
measurement of speckle contrast, which should lead to improved accuracy in tissue
blood flow measurements. The associated correlation factors only need to be cal-
culated once, and open-source software is provided to assist with the calculation.

© The Authors. Published by SPIE under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
Distribution or reproduction of this work in whole or in part requires full attribution of the original
publication, including its DOI. [DOI: 10.1117/1.JBO.28.12.125002]
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1 Introduction
A speckle pattern is created when coherent light is reflected from a rough surface or transmitted
through a scattering media. This pattern is made up of regions with high and low intensity and
depends on the distribution of scatterers. Static scatterers create a static speckle pattern, while
dynamic scatterers create a dynamic speckle pattern. Speckle patterns appear in images collected
with many detection systems, including radar,1,2 microscopy,3–5 astronomy,6–8 and ultrasound.9,10
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Biological samples produce speckle patterns with different dynamics in different regions, such
as those associated with blood vessels. Regions rich in blood vessels, like skin, are of particular
interest to monitor skin lesions, such as wounds, ulcers, and tumors. It has also been used to
assess the efficacy of various treatments, such as topical creams and laser therapy. Additionally,
speckle pattern imaging can be used to study the effects of aging and diseases, such as diabetes,
on skin microcirculation. When recorded by a camera with finite exposure time, dynamic speckle
patterns are blurred, and this local blurring is related to the movement of scatterers, such as blood
flow, and can be measured as speckle contrast (K).

Speckle contrast analysis is the basis of laser speckle contrast imaging (LSCI), a low-cost,
noninvasive technique used in different areas of medicine, such as dentistry,11,12 ophthalmol-
ogy,13,14 dermatology,15,16 neurobiology,17,18 and neuroscience.19,20 Common uses of LSCI are
to measure blood flow21,22 and perform intraoperative assessment of tissue perfusion.23

For LSCI, the propagation of coherent light through scattering media produces a speckle
pattern captured with a digital camera. If the medium contains moving scatterers, the speckle
pattern fluctuates proportionally to the scatterers’ speed. If the exposure time is longer than the
correlation time of the backscattered light, the speckle visibility will be reduced. In 1981, Fercher
and Briers first measured blood flow speed using LSCI24 and derived the following expression
for the contrast K:

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e001;114;520K ¼ σ

hIi ¼
� τc
2T

n
1 − e−

2T
τc

o�
1∕2

; (1)

where T is the camera exposure time, τc is the correlation time of the backscattered light from
the sample, σ is the standard deviation and hIi the average intensity.

Since this seminal paper, the LSCI technique has evolved and therefore the contrast
calculation too. For example, Lemieux and Durian25 added a correction factor β (which depends
on the ratio of the pixel and speckle grain size) to the Siegert relation that links the intensity
dynamics associated with scatterer motion with the electric field dynamics,26 resulting in
g2ðτÞ ¼ 1þ βjg1ðτÞj2, where g1ðτÞ is the electric field autocorrelation function and g2ðτÞ is the
intensity autocorrelation function. Bandyopadhyay et al.27 corrected an over simplification on
the derivation of Eq. (1), applying a double integral of τ ¼ t1 − t2, obtaining

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e002;114;378K2 ¼ β
e−2x − 1þ 2x

2x2
; (2)

where x ¼ T∕τc. This expression still considers only the light scattered from dynamic scatterers
and dimensionless pixels. Several groups19,25,27,28 have since demonstrated the necessity of con-
sidering speckle not only from dynamic scatterers but also stationary scatterers. Static scatterers
affect the Siegert relation25 and thus the contrast, resulting in a revised form of g2:

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e003;114;294g2ðτÞ ¼ 1þ Aβjg1ðτÞj2 þ Bβjg1ðτÞj; (3)

where A ¼ I2f
ðIfþIsÞ2, B ¼ 2IfIs

ðIfþIsÞ2, and Is and If represent the contributions from the static and

dynamical scattered light, respectively:

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e004;114;238K ¼ β1∕2
�
ρ2

e−2x − 1þ 2x
2x2

þ 4ρð1 − ρÞ e
−x − 1þ x

x2
þ ð1 − ρÞ2

�
1∕2

þ Cn; (4)

where ρ ¼ If
ðIfþIsÞ is the fraction of the fluctuating component of light that interacts with dynamic

scatterers, and Cn is an offset term that considers the noise contribution to the measurement.
Bandyopadhyay et al.27 proposed a technique to measure β experimentally. Accounting for

the finite size of the camera pixels29 led to an analytical expression for β, assuming Gaussian
illumination:

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e005;114;134β1∕2ðMÞ ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1∕M

p
erfð

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πM

p
Þ − ð1∕ðπMÞÞð1 − e−πMÞ; (5)

where M is the ratio between the pixel area and the speckle area (i.e., the speckle grain size).
β1∕2ðMÞ effectively corresponds to the spatial contrast with a sliding window of one pixel size.
Equation (5) describes the effect of pixel and speckle sizes on the theoretical calculation of
speckle contrast. However, it does not consider the likely correlation among neighboring pixels.
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With the derivation of the equations above, the correlation between neighboring pixels is
neglected, and hence are valid only for small speckle area compared to the pixel area (M ≥ 1).
When the speckle area is larger than the pixel area (M < 1), these models do not fit experimental
data well. Here we present a mathematical model that considers correlations between neighbor-
ing pixels to improve the agreement between theoretical and experimental contrast measurements
for any size of speckle and pixel areas ðM > 0Þ.

2 Theory

2.1 Spatial Correlation Model
Several computational algorithms30,31 exist to calculate the speckle contrast from a single raw
speckle image or set of images. Application of spatial statistics24,32 to a single image is probably
the most common approach. This analysis typically implements a sliding square window to cal-
culate the local speckle contrast as the standard deviation of pixel intensities divided by the mean
intensity. However, the process of the sliding window is not taken into in the current theoretical
model (any of the above mentioned models), which can lead to an inaccurate contrast calculation,
and therefore to an inaccurate blood flow calculation. Indeed, it is necessary to consider not only
the contribution of the physical size of the camera’s pixel (autocorrelation) but also the effect of
the size of the sliding window to improve the accuracy of β and therefore of the contrast.

Skipetrov et al.33 employed a sliding window of 3 × 3 pixels. In this work, we expand on
their analysis to extend it to a sliding window of any size to measure an accurate blood flow
speed. We show that the mathematical model considering the statistical analysis of the sliding
window agrees well with experimental data.

We assume a speckle pattern Ið~rÞ recorded by a digital camera, where ~r ¼ xîþ yĵ is the
position vector on the CCD image. Here we consider a sliding window of

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
×

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
pixels,

with N being an odd number. We define the speckle spot size as comprising a subregion of
ð2pþ 1Þ × ð2pþ 1Þ pixels in size, where p ∈ Zþ and 2pþ 1 ≤

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
. Within this subregion,

the pixels are assumed to be spatially correlated. Figure 1(a) shows a schematic representation
of the sliding window (pink rectangles) and one possible example of a correlation subregion
(blue triangles).

Figure 1(b) shows the corresponding coordinates ðη; ξÞ for each pixel of the sliding window,
where η; ξ ∈ f0;�1;�2: : : ;�

ffiffiffi
N

p
−1
2

g and a correlation subregion containing different types of
correlations: central, lateral, diagonal, and knight. It is important to mention that all pixels within
the subregion are correlated and all of them are considered on calculations. However, due to
symmetry, many of the correlations are repeated several times. For example, since the lateral
pixels ð0; ηÞ, ðη; 0Þ, ð0;−ηÞ, and ð−η; 0Þ are all at the same distance from the central pixel of
the sliding window, they are equally correlated with the central pixel, and therefore, this corre-
lation value is repeated four times.

Considering a pixel with area a2, the analytic expression for the speckle contrast calculated
over an arbitrary sliding window size of

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
×

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
pixels, and hence an arbitrary correlation

subregion of ð2pþ 1Þ × ð2pþ 1Þ pixels may be written as (details can be found in Appendix):

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e006;117;233

K2
sðN; pÞ ¼ 1

μ0;0
−

1

NðN − 1Þ
�
4
Xp
η¼1

ð
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ηÞ

ffiffiffiffi
N

p 1

μη;0
þ 4

Xp
η¼1

ð
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ηÞ2 1

μη;η

þ 8
Xp−1
ξ¼1

Xp
η¼ξþ1

ð
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ηÞð

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ξÞ 1

μη;ξ

�
; (6)

where each summation inside the parentheses stands for a diagonal, lateral, or knight-type cor-
relation, respectively. As described in Appendix, Eq. (6) is valid for p ≥ 2, i.e., a 5 × 5 subregion.
For p ¼ 1, there is no knight correlation, and thus the double summation does not exist. For
p ¼ 0, there is no lateral, diagonal, or knight-type correlation, and thus the terms in parentheses
equal zero. Here we consider only p ≥ 2. 1∕μη;ξ is the correlation factor of the pixel with coor-
dinates ðη; ξÞ and with the central pixel ð0;0Þ of the sliding window, given by
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EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e007;114;348

1

μη;ξ
¼ 1

a4

Z
að2ξþ1Þ∕2

að2ξ−1Þ∕2

Z
að2ηþ1Þ∕2

að2η−1Þ∕2

Z
a∕2

−a∕2

Z
a∕2

−a∕2
g21ðx − x 0; y − y 0Þdx dy dx 0 dy 0; (7)

where g1 is a first-order correlation function. At this point, we have not considered the correlation
function ðg21ð~r − ~r 0ÞÞ; this will be the topic of the next section. The factor β in Eq. (4) corresponds
to the spatial contrast K2

sðN; pÞ (i.e., β ¼ K2
sðN; pÞ) for any window size, while Eq. (5),

K2
sðN;pÞ takes into account not only the finite dimension of the pixel but its possible spatial

correlation.
Table 1 shows expressions for the spatial contrast using Eq. (6) for the first four different

dimensions of the sliding window.
As it seen in Table 1, the contribution of each lateral, diagonal, and knight correlation

decreases with increasing subregion size.

Table 1 Expressions for Eq. (6) for sliding window sizes of 1 × 1 (i.e., autocorrelation), 3 × 3,
5 × 5, and 7 × 7 pixels.

K 2
sð12; 0Þ 1

μ0;0

K 2
sð32; 1Þ 1

μ0;0
þ
�
− 1

3
1

μ1;0

�
þ
�
− 2

9
1

μ1;1

�

K 2
sð52; 2Þ 1

μ0;0
þ
�
− 2

15
1

μ1;0
− 1

10
1

μ2;0

�
þ
�
− 8

75
1

μ1;1
− 3

50
1

μ2;2

�
þ
�
− 4

25
1

μ2;1

�

K 2
sð72; 3Þ 1

μ0;0
þ
�
− 1

14
1

μ1;0
− 5

84
1

μ2;0
− 1

21
1

μ3;0

�
þ
�
− 3

49
1

μ1;1
− 25

588
1

μ2;2
− 4

147
1

μ3;3

�
þ
�
− 5

49
1

μ2;1
− 4

49
1

μ3;1
− 10

147
1

μ3;2

�

Fig. 1 (a) Schematic representation of the sliding window of (
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
×

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
) pixels (pink) and the cor-

relation subregion of ð2p þ 1Þ2 (blue). In this example, the sliding window of size
ffiffiffiffi
N

p ¼ 11, and
correlation subregion of size 2p þ 1 ¼ 7 is shown. (b) Schematic representation of the correlation
region of ð2p þ 1Þ2 pixels, with a close-up view of the first quadrant, and a chess board showing
the movement of a knight. Some pixels are labeled with their coordinates, and they are colored
according to their type (see text for details).
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2.2 Gaussian Velocity Distribution Function
For a Gaussian-shaped laser beam, the spatial correlation function also is Gaussian in shape.

2.2.1 Analytical solutions

The Gaussian correlation function g21ð~r − ~r 0Þ ¼ exp
h
− π

2

ðx−x 0Þ2þðy−y 0Þ2
Ac

i
33,34 may be written using

a change of variables w ¼ x − x 0, w ¼ ðxþ x 0Þ∕2, u ¼ y − y 0, and ū ¼ ðyþ y 0Þ∕2:

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e008;117;644g1ðw; uÞ ¼ exp

�
−
π

2

ðw2 þ u2Þ
Ac

�
; (8)

where Ac is the correlation area (i.e., speckle size). For a speckle area with radius b:

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e009;117;594g21ðw; uÞ ¼
�
exp

�
−
π

2

ðw2 þ u2Þ
πb2

��
2

¼ exp½−ðw2 þ u2Þ∕b2�: (9)

Substituting Eq. (9) into Eq. (7), we obtain
EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e010;117;543

1
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4π2M2
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þ π
ffiffiffiffiffi
M

p
ððη − 1Þerf½

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πM

p
ðη − 1Þ� − 2ηerf½

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πM

p
η� þ ðηþ 1Þerf½

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πM

p
ðηþ 1Þ�ÞÞ

× ðe−πMðξ−1Þ2 − 2e−πMξ2 þ e−πMðξþ1Þ2

þ π
ffiffiffiffiffi
M

p
ððξ − 1Þerf½

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πM

p
ðξ − 1Þ� − 2ξerfð

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πM

p
ξÞ þ ðξþ 1Þerf½

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πM

p
ðξþ 1Þ�ÞÞ; (10)

where M ¼ a2∕πb2 is the ratio of the pixel area and the speckle area. Equation (10) provides
an expression for speckle contrast that is similar to that described in section 4.6 of Ref. 35.

Equations (6) and (10) are programmed and available in MATLAB and Mathematica
(see Code and Data Availability).

One particular case is when p ¼ 0 (i.e., autocorrelation), corresponding to a spatial corre-
lation subregion of only a single pixel. For this case, we obtain the well-established analytic
expression for spatial speckle contrast:29

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e011;117;368K2
sðN; p ¼ 0Þ ¼ 1

μ0;0
¼ 1

π2M2
ð−1þ e−πM þ π

ffiffiffiffiffi
M

p
erf½

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πM

p
�Þ2: (11)

Equation (11) is identical to the correction factor β [see Eq. (5)] proposed in Refs. 19 and 25.
Table 2 shows the first 1∕μη;ξ factors needed to calculate the speckle contrast for 1 × 1, 3 × 3,

5 × 5, and 7 × 7 sliding windows.

2.2.2 Numerical solution

We integrated Eq. (7) numerically using Mathematica 11 and compared the resultant solution
to the analytical solution in Eq. (10). A good agreement between the analytic and numerical
solution is observed (Fig. 2).

The parameters 1∕μ0;0, 1∕μ1;0, and 1∕μ1;1 are sufficient to calculate the contrast K for a
spatial correlation subregion of 3 × 3 pixels.36 For a subregion of 5 × 5 pixels, we also should
include the terms 1∕μ2;0, 1∕μ2;1, and 1∕μ2;2.37 Now it is possible to calculate the speckle contrast

using Eq. (10) for any arbitrary odd size of sliding window (
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
) and subregion (2pþ 1).

Figure 3 shows the plots of the analytical (solid lines) and numerical (symbols) contrast for a
correlation subregion of 1 × 1 (i.e., no spatial correlation), 3 × 3, and 5 × 5 pixels using Eq. (6).
When the speckle size is larger than the pixel size (i.e.,M < 1), each speckle grain spans multiple
pixels, resulting in spatial correlation among adjacent pixels within the sliding window. Due to
this correlation, the standard deviation σ of intensity values within the sliding window decreases
for M < 1, resulting in an associated decrease in K. When the speckle size is smaller than
the pixel size (i.e., M > 1), each pixel contains intensity contributions from multiple speckle
grains, leading to a lack of spatial correlation among adjacent pixels within the sliding window.
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Table 2 Correlation factors calculated using Eq. (10) needed to calculate the speckle contrast of a
7 × 7 sliding window.
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Fig. 2 Comparison between the analytical expression (solid lines) using Eq. (10) and a numerical
solution (symbols) of Eq. (7) using Mathematica 11.
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In addition, the integration of multiple grains per pixel leads to a reduction in intensity variance in
the speckle pattern.

In Fig. 3, it is show that for each size of sliding window, there is a different maximum
contrast, hence, in order to maximize the contrast range, it is possible to choose the sliding win-
dow size for a given pixel and speckle area and vice versa, it is possible to choose the ratioM for
a given sliding window size.

3 Experimental Validation of Proposed Model
Laser light from a coherent source (Verdi, Coherent Inc., λ ¼ 532 nm) was expanded and colli-
mated. Then the light passed through a diffuser to achieve a homogeneous illumination of a flow
phantom, which consisted of a microfluidic slide (thinXXS Microtechnology AG) with channel
diameter of 300 μm. Intralipid (1%) was delivered with a syringe-based infusion pump into the
channels at flow speeds from 4 to 20 mm∕s in step of 2 mm∕s. Raw speckle were recorded with
a CCD camera (Retiga 2000R) (7.4 μm × 7.4 μm pixel area). The camera was equipped with
a macrolens with a variable aperture (Fig. 4) (see Ref. 38 for a detailed explanation of the exper-
imental setup).

We modified the speckle size by changing the f# of the lens attached to the CCD camera:

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e012;117;248speckle size ¼ 2.44ðMagþ 1Þλf#; (12)

where Mag is the magnification of the lens. The spatial speckle contrast was calculated from
the experimental data using a sliding window of N ¼ 32; 72, and 152.

Figure 5 shows the mathematical prediction of speckle contrast using Eq. (6) and the exper-
imental data. The curves generated with Eq. (7) overlap when M ≥ 1 but diverge when M < 1.
Considering no correlation between neighboring pixels, the speckle contrast K0 calculated by the
model approaches 1 whenM approaches zero (black continuous line) which is a contradiction, as
the standard deviation should approach zero in that scenario and therefore the speckle contrast
approaches zero, as observed experimentally. The speckle contrast must be <1 when M is <1.
When correlation subregions (i.e., 3 × 3 and 5 × 5) are considered, speckle contrast reduces for
lower values of M as expected.

The relationship between the pixel and the speckle grain size has an important effect on the
speckle contrast.39 Figure 5 shows spatial contrast calculated using a standard spatial contrast
algorithm (Ksð1;0Þ), which does not consider the potential spatial correlation of adjacent pixels,

Fig. 3 Solid lines show the contrast calculated using Eq. (6) for a correlation subregion of 1 × 1
(no spatial correlation), 3 × 3, and 5 × 5 pixels, in blue, pink, and black, respectively. The circle,
triangle, and square marks show the numerical solution using Mathematica 11 for spatial corre-
lation submatrices of 1 × 1, 3 × 3, and 5 × 5 pixels. Good agreement is observed between the
numerical and analytical expressions.
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and calculations with our analytic model considering a sliding window of 3 × 3, 7 × 7, and
15 × 15 pixels. For different window sizes, the curves have a different maximum contrast at
different values of M. Therefore, with our model, knowledge of M is sufficient to choose the
appropriate sliding window and correlation subregion sizes to achieve the maximum speckle
contrast.

We note that the experimental data in Fig. 5 agrees with calculations using our analytic
model for all interrogated values of M. For M ≪ 1 (the speckle grain size is larger than the
pixel), choosing a submatrix at least as large as the speckle size to minimize loss of potential
correlation between pixels is recommended.

Given a particular experimental setup and a sliding window size, M, N, and p are defined.
Therefore, the correction factor β ¼ KsðN; pÞ [Eq. (6)] should be utilized to determine the per-
fusion index (PI ¼ 1∕τc) from the contrast (K) obtained with the sliding window, and given by
Eq. (2) or Eq. (4). Considering T ≫ τc, the PI is given by:34 PI ¼ β∕TK2.

In Fig. 5, we use these window sizes merely as an example. However, the size of the sliding
window is at the user’s discretion based on the characteristics of the speckle image they are
analyzing. It should be noted that the larger the sliding window size is, the greater the loss of
spatial resolution is.

Fig. 5 Solid lines show the contrast KSð32; 1Þ, KSð72; 3Þ, and KSð152; Þ calculated using Eqs. (6)
and (10) for spatial correlation submatrix of 3 × 3, 7 × 7, and 15 × 15 pixels in pink, blue, and red,
respectively. Dots show the experimental data for 3 × 3, 7 × 7, and 15 × 15 pixels, in pink, blue,
and red, respectively.

Fig. 4 Experimental setup used to test the spatial speckle correlation model. An expanded and
collimated 532 nm laser illuminated the skin phantom. A Retiga CCD camera equipped with a
variable-aperture macroacquired speckle images. A linear polarizer was placed in front of the lens
to mitigate specular reflectance contributions to the images.
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Figure 6 illustrates the impact of the correction factor β ¼ KsðN; pÞ on the PI image
(for T ≫ τc), for two sliding window sizes (first row: 3 × 3 and second row: 7 × 7 pixels) and
a fixed value of M ¼ 0.0338. The first column, (a) and (d), shows the PI without considering
the correlation between pixels [Eq. (5)], resulting in β ¼ Ksð1;0Þ ¼ 0.9827. The second column,
(b) and (e), shows the corrected PI [Eq. (6)] by considering all the potential correlations within
the sliding window. In this case, the correction factors are Ksð32; 1Þ ¼ 0.7073 and Ksð72; 3Þ ¼
0.8198, respectively. The third column, (c) and (f), is the difference between the first two
columns. As shown, when N ¼ 32, the error in PI calculation is nearly 30% and when N ¼ 72,
the error is ∼20% with M ¼ 0.0338. The PI images shown in Fig. 6 represent the average PI
over 30 frames.

From Fig. 6, we can observe that the difference between the first two columns is only the
scalar multiplication by the correction factor, thus preventing the overestimation of the PI.

4 Conclusions
We present a more accurate estimation of the constant β and therefore of the contrast speckle
contrast value by considering the effects of spatial correlation among the neighboring pixels. For
a wide range of ratios of speckle grain size to pixel size, our model estimates the theoretical value
of contrast more accurately than the standard model that does not consider the potential spatial
correlation among adjacent pixels.35 For the special case of Gaussian illumination, we present
an analytical solution for the spatial speckle contrast of any spatial correlation submatrix size.
The resultant impact of our new model is a more accurate estimation of speckle contrast, which in
turn should lead to improved estimations of tissue blood flow.

5 Appendix
The integrated intensity Iη;ξ over the physical area a2 of the pixel ðη; ξÞ is given by

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e013;117;114Iη;ξ ¼
1

a2

Z
pixel η;ξ

Ið~rÞd2~r; (13)

Fig. 6 Accounting for the spatial correlation among pixels is required to calculate an accurate PI.
(a)–(c) The PI ¼ β∕TK 2 calculated using a sliding window of 3 × 3. (d)–(f) A sliding window of
7 × 7 pixel, with M ¼ 0.0338. (a), (d) The PI without considering the correlation between pixels,
i.e., β ¼ Ksð1;0Þ ¼ 0.9827. (b), (e) The corrected PI, β ¼ Ksð32; 1Þ ¼ 0.7073 and β ¼ Ksð72; 3Þ ¼
0.8198, respectively. (c), (f) The difference between the first two columns.
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The mean intensity over the sliding window is

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e014;114;724i ¼ 1

N

X
η;ξ

Iη;ξ; (14)

and the corresponding unbiased variance is

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e015;114;672c ¼ 1

N − 1

X
η;ξ

ðIη;ξ − iÞ2: (15)

The expected value of the variance is

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e016;114;619hci ¼ 1

N − 1

�
−hi2iN þ

X
η;ξ

hI2η;ξi
�
: (16)

where h i denotes the ensemble average.
Given two pixels within the sliding window with coordinates ðη 0; ξ 0Þ and ðη 00; ξ 00Þ, respec-

tively, the parameter 1∕μη 00−η 0;ξ 00−ξ 0 depends on the spatial correlation between the given pixels
andM the ratio between the pixel and speckle spot size. Due to it is not important, the actual pixel
coordinates ðη 0; ξ 0Þ and ðη 00; ξ 00Þ but the distance between them η ¼ η 00 − η 0 and ξ ¼ ξ 00 − ξ 0.
Therefore, the correlation factor 1∕μη;ξ of the pixels ð0;0Þ and ðη; ξÞ it is identical to
1∕μη 00−η 0;ξ 00−ξ 0 . The correlation factor is given by the following expression:

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e017;114;492

1

μη;ξ
¼ 1

a4

Z
pixel 0;0

Z
pixel η;ξ

ðg2ð~r − ~r 0Þ − 1Þd2~r 0d2~r ¼ 1

a4

Z
pixel 0;0

Z
pixel η;ξ

g21ð~r − ~r 0Þd2~r 0d2~r; (17)

using Eqs. (13) and (17), we can rewrite hI0;0Iη;ξi as

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e018;114;442hI0;0Iη;ξi ¼ hIi2
�
1þ 1

μη;ξ

�
: (18)

Computing hi2i from Eq. (14), where h i denotes the ensemble average, and the summation
spans all pixels within the sliding window of

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
×

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
pixels. Using the following notation:

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e019;114;377hi2i ¼ 1

N2

XffiffiffiNp

η¼−
ffiffiffi
N

p

XffiffiffiNp

ξ¼−
ffiffiffi
N

p

XffiffiffiNp

η‴¼−
ffiffiffi
N

p

XffiffiffiNp

ξ‴¼−
ffiffiffi
N

p
hI0;0; Iη;ξi: (19)

It is possible to separate the summation into two sets of pixels (1) CW, where ðη; ξÞ ∈
ð2pþ 1Þ × ð2pþ 1Þ and (2) OW, where ðη; ξÞ ∈= ð2pþ 1Þ × ð2pþ 1Þ.

For set CW, we focus on particular cases. When η ¼ ξ ¼ 0, we call this a central correlation
(see Fig. 3). When η ¼ ξ ≠ 0, we call this a diagonal correlation. When η ≠ ξ ¼ 0 or ξ ≠ η ¼ 0,
we call this a lateral correlation. Finally, when ðη; ξÞ ∈ ð2pþ 1Þ × ð2pþ 1Þ and are not central,
diagonal, or lateral correlations, we call these knight correlations due to the resemblance of the
shape to the knight’s movement in chess. The other correlation, when the index ðη; ξÞ ∈ OW, is
referred to as outsiders. Then Eq. (19) may rewritten as the sum of each type of correlations, i.e.:

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e020;114;233

hi2i ¼ 1

N2

� X
ðη;ξÞ∈central

hI0;0Iη;ξi þ
X

ðη;ξÞ∈diagonal
hI0;0Iη;ξi þ

X
ðη;ξÞ∈lateral

hI0;0Iη;ξi

þ
X

ðη;ξÞ∈knight
hI0;0Iη;ξi þ

X
ðη;ξÞ∈outsiders

hI0;0Iη;ξi
�
: (20)

For p ¼ 0, only the central correlation exists; hence, only the first summation in Eq. (20) is
nonzero. Due to the symmetry in the correlation, some factors 1∕μη;ξ are equivalent. For example,
1∕μη;ξ is equivalent to 1∕μξ;η, as well as any paired combination of ð�η;�ξÞ. Approximately
only the half of the pixels in one quadrant of the correlation subwindow are not equivalent to each
other, without loss of generality, the fist quadrant is considered to classified/study these corre-
lations, as it may see in Fig. 1(b). In this work, it has been classified the four different types of
correlations: central, lateral, diagonal and knight.
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For this reason, it is unnecessary to compute the correlation of all pixels. Instead, it is
sufficient to compute the correlation of the pixels that are not equivalent and to weight their
contributions appropriately.

Identifying the existence of N central correlations, one for each pixel in the correlation sub-
region, is straightforward. The other types of correlation are not so straightforward, but it can be
demonstrated that for the diagonal correlation type, η ¼ ξ ≥ 1, there are 4ð ffiffiffiffi

N
p

− ηÞ2 equivalent
correlations. For lateral type, η > ξ ¼ 0, there are 4

ffiffiffiffi
N

p ð ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ηÞ equivalent correlations. For the

knight type, 1 ≤ ξ ≠ η ≥ 2, there are 8ð ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ηÞð ffiffiffiffi

N
p

− ξÞ equivalent correlations and let BðpÞ
the number of outsider correlations.

For p ¼ 0, the correlation subwindow is only 1 × 1 pixel, i.e., only the autocorrelation is
considered (central correlations), and Eq. (20) reduces to hi2i ¼ 1

N2 NhI0;0I0;0i. For p ¼ 1,
the correlation sub-window is 3 × 3 pixels, with only one central, one diagonal, and one lateral
correlation. Therefore, Eq. (20) reduces to hi2i ¼ 1

N2 ðNhI0;0I0;0i þ 4ð ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− 1Þ2hI0;0I1;1i þ

4
ffiffiffiffi
N

p ð ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− 1ÞhI0;0I1;0iÞ, which is the exact case analyzed by Skipetrov et al.33 The 1 × 1 pixels

correlations subwindow (p ¼ 0) only has central correlation type, 3 × 3 is the first subwindow
(p ¼ 1) with lateral and diagonal correlations type, and the 5 × 5 pixels correlation subwindow
(p ¼ 2) is the first one that has one knight-type correlation, Eq. (20) reduce to

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e021;117;521

hi2i ¼ 1

N2
ðNhI0;0I0;0i þ 4ðð

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− 1Þ2hI0;0I1;1i þ ð

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− 2Þ2hI0;0I2;2iÞ

þ 4
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
ðð

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− 1ÞhI0;0I1;0i þ ð

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− 2ÞhI0;0I2;0iÞ þ 8ð

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− 2Þð

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− 1ÞhI0;0I2;1iÞ:

(21)

Coyotl-Ocelotl analyzed this case.37

Henceforth p ≥ 2, the first subregion with all types of correlation (diagonal, lateral, and
knight) to avoid potential problems with missing terms in the summation. Then Eq. (20) is
rewritten to

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e022;117;403

hi2i ¼ 1

N2
ðNhI0;0I0;0i þ

Xp
η¼ξ¼1

4ð
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ηÞ2hI0;0Iη;ηi þ

Xp
η¼1

4
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
ð

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ηÞhI0;0Iη;0i

þ
Xp−1
ξ¼1

Xp
η¼ξþ1

8ð
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ηÞð

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ξÞhI0;0Iη;ξi þ BðpÞhI0;0Iη;ξiÞ: (22)

Another possible correlation is what we call outsider correlations, which expand beyond the
total number of central, diagonal, lateral, and knight correlations within the correlation subregion
ð2pþ 1Þ × ð2pþ 1Þ:

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e023;117;287BðpÞ ¼ N2 − ðN þ
Xp
η¼ξ¼1

4ð
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ηÞ2 þ

Xp
η¼1

4
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
ð

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ηÞ þ

Xp−1
ξ¼1

Xp
η¼ξþ1

8ð
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ηÞð

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ξÞÞ:

(23)

Solving the summations, we obtain
EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e024;117;217

BðpÞ ¼ N2 − ðN þ ð2p
3

− 4
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
pþ 4Npþ 2p2 − 4

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
p2 þ 4p3

3
Þ þ ð−2

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
pþ 4Np− 2

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
p2Þ

þ ð− 2p
3

þ 4
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
p− 4Np−p2 þ 4Np2 þ 2p3

3
− 4

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
p3 þp4ÞÞ: (24)

Simplifying Eq. (24), we obtain

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e025;117;142BðpÞ ¼ N2 − ðpð1þ pÞ −
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
ð1þ 2pÞÞ2: (25)

Here we assume that the outsider correlations are negligible by assuming that spatial
correlations beyond the correlation subregion size are zero. For those pixels, hI0;0; Iη;ξi ¼
hI0;0ihIη;ξi ¼ hIi2, and using Eq. (18), we obtain
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EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e026;114;736

hi2i ¼ 1

N2
ðNhIi2ð1þ 1
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Þþ
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η¼1
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ffiffiffiffi
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− ηÞ2hIi2
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1þ 1
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þ
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N
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ð

ffiffiffiffi
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N

p
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ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ξÞhIi2ð1þ 1

μη;ξ
ÞþBðpÞhIi2Þ; (26)

factorizing hIi2 and regrouping

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e027;114;651
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p
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p
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þ
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N

p
− ηÞð

ffiffiffiffi
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p
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N þ
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η¼1

4ð
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
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p
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ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ξÞ

�
þ BðpÞ

�
: (27)

Using Eq. (23), some summation terms are eliminated with BðpÞ, and Eq. (27) becomes

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e028;114;490

hi2i ¼ hIi2
N2

��
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η¼1
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ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ηÞ2 1

μη;η
þ
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N

p
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N

p
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þ
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ξ¼1

Xp
η¼ξþ1

8ð
ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ηÞð

ffiffiffiffi
N

p
− ξÞ 1

μη;ξ

�
þ N2

�
: (28)

Similarly, to compute hci [Eq. (16)], the term hI2η;ξi ¼ hIη;ξIη;ξi is equivalent to
hIη;ξIη;ξi ¼ hI0;0I0;0i. Using Eq. (18), Eq. (16) is rewritten as

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e029;114;383hci ¼ 1

N − 1

�
−hi2iN þ

X
η;ξ

hIi2
�
1þ 1

μ0;0

��
; (29)

solving the summation:

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e030;114;330hci ¼ 1

N − 1

�
−hi2iN þ hIi2

�
1þ 1

μ0;0

�
N

�
; (30)

substituting Eq. (28) and factorizing hIi2:
EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e031;114;280
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þ
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þ
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ð
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�
: (31)

After simplification:

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e032;114;188
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: (32)

Juarez-Ramirez et al.: Improved spatial speckle contrast model for tissue blood flow. . .

Journal of Biomedical Optics 125002-12 December 2023 • Vol. 28(12)



Finally, dividing hci by hIi2 results in the calculation of the spatial contrast:
EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e033;117;724
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Equation (33) is an analytic expression for speckle contrast that assumes both an arbitrary
sliding window size and an arbitrary correlation subregion of pixels (p ≥ 2). At this time, we do
not consider any heterogeneity in illumination intensity ðg21ð~r − ~r 0ÞÞ; this should be the subject of
future work.

Equation (33) is expressed in terms of the factors 1∕μη;ξ. Those factors are given by Eq. (17),
which may be simplified using the following changes of variables w ¼ x − x 0, w ¼ ðxþ x 0Þ∕2,
u ¼ y − y 0, and u ¼ ðyþ y 0Þ∕2 equivalent to the triangular weight reported in the literature after
Bandyopadhyay et al.27 Equation (17) can thus be rewritten as

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e034;117;547
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μη;ξ
¼ 1

a4

Z
−aξ

−að1þξÞ
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	Z
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−
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−aη
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−
Z
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−aξ
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−
Z

að1−ηÞ

−aη
g21ðw; uÞðaðη − 1Þ þ wÞdw



du: (34)

To this point, we have not made any assumptions about the shape of the correlation function
g21ðw; uÞ. We now assume a Gaussian correlation shape:

EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e035;117;394g21ðw; uÞ ¼
�
exp

�
−
π

2

ðw2 þ u2Þ
πb2

��
2

¼ exp½−ðw2 þ u2Þ∕b2�; (35)

where Ac is the correlation area and has been approximated to a circle of radius b.
Substituting Eq. (35) into Eq. (34), we arrive at the following expression for the factors

1∕μη;ξ, which is Eq. (10) in the main text:
EQ-TARGET;temp:intralink-;e036;117;320

1

μη;ξ
¼ 1

4π2M2
×
�
e−πMðη−1Þ2 − 2e−πMη2 þ e−πMðηþ1Þ2

þ π
ffiffiffiffiffi
M

p
ððη − 1Þerf

h ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πM

p
ðη − 1Þ

i
− 2η erf

h ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πM

p
η
i
þ ðηþ 1Þerf

h ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πM

p
ðηþ 1Þ

i��

×
�
e−πMðξ−1Þ2 − 2e−πMξ2 þ e−πMðξþ1Þ2

þ π
ffiffiffiffiffi
M

p
ððξ − 1Þerf

h ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πM

p
ð−1Þ

i
− 2ξerfð

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πM

p
ξÞ þ ðξþ 1Þerf

h ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πM

p
ðξþ 1Þ

i��
: (36)
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