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for piano trio

Emil Ernström

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Program Note

Wind-up Bird takes its name from Haruki Murakami's

titular novel, though I'm not particularly inspired by

Murakami's meandering narrative fantasy and more by the

image of  the wind-up bird itself. The wind-up bird is a

machine, a collection of  gears and coils, tightly wound yet

ready to spring into action at moment's notice. The wind-

up bird is not alive (it is a thing), but the precise

construction of  its mechanics attempt to dissuade us of

this truth. It intends to portray life, the fluttering,

palpitating sense that is existence, a being with a timepiece

instead of  a heart and and axles instead of  veins, springs

instead of  tendons and aluminum instead of  skin. It is

dead, lifeless, yet the fluid motion of  its wings seem to say

otherwise. The wind-up bird has no heart, but its soul

dreams of  flight. 

duration: ca 6 minutes
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