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Arthroscopic Rotator Cuff Repair Results in Lower
Two-Year Reoperation Rates Compared With Open
Rotator Cuff Repair in a Large Cross-sectional Cohort
Nicole M. Truong, B.S., Nicolas Cevallos, B.S., Drew A. Lansdown, M.D.,
C. Benjamin Ma, M.D., Brian T. Feeley, M.D., and Alan L. Zhang, M.D.
Purpose: To use a large, contemporary database to perform a cross-sectional analysis of current practice trends in rotator
cuff repair (RCR) for the treatment of full-thickness rotator cuff tear (RCT) and determine outcomes of arthroscopic and
open RCR, including hospital readmissions and 2-year reoperation rates with accurate laterality tracking using Interna-
tional Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision (ICD-10) codes.Methods: The PearlDiver Mariner dataset was used to query
patients with full-thickness RCTs from 2010 to 2017. Propensity-score matching was performed to account for differences
in age and comorbidities and allow for comparison between those undergoing open RCR and arthroscopic RCR. Subse-
quent procedures were tracked using ICD-10 codes to identify ipsilateral surgery within 2 years of index surgery. Hospital
and emergency department admission within 30 days of surgery were investigated. Results: Of 534,076 patients diag-
nosed with full-thickness RCT, 37% underwent RCR; 73% of which were arthroscopic. From 2010 to 2017, arthroscopic
RCRs increased from 65% to 80%, whereas open RCRs decreased from 35% to 20% (P < .0001). Younger patients
underwent arthroscopic RCR more frequently, and patients who underwent open RCR had greater rates of 30-day
emergency department (7.0%) and hospital readmission (2.0%) compared with arthroscopic RCR (6.3%, 1.0%,
respectively) (P < .0001). For 24,392 patients with ICD-10 coding and 2-year follow-up, 10.4% of patients required
reoperation, with the most common procedure being revision RCR, and 1.3% required conversion to arthroplasty. Open
RCRs were more likely to require subsequent surgery (11.3%) compared with arthroscopic RCR (9.5%) (P < .0001).
Patients aged 50 to 59 had the greatest rate of reoperation (14.0%), but no patients younger than age 40 years required
reoperation, and no patients younger than age 50 years required conversion to arthroplasty. Conclusions: The frequency
of arthroscopic RCR has continued to increase compared to open RCR. In this large cross-sectional analysis, arthroscopic
RCR demonstrated lower 2-year reoperation rates and 30-day readmission rates compared to open RCR. Level of
Evidence: III, cross-sectional study.
nt of Orthopaedic Surgery, University of California-San Fran-
ancisco, California, U.S.A.
rs report the following potential conflicts of interest or sources of
.L. reports grants from Arthrex and Smith & Nephew, outside
d work. C.B.M. reports grants from Anika, personal fees from
vatec, grants and personal fees from Histogenics, personal fees
a, grants from Samumed, personal fees from SLACK and Stryker,
Zimmer, and personal fees from Tornier, outside the submitted
eports Associate Editor for the Journal of Shoulder and Elbow
research funding from the National Institutes of Health. A.L.Z.
nal fees from Stryker and DePuy Mitek, outside the submitted
MJE author disclosure forms are available for this article online,
ntary material.
une 19, 2021; accepted October 19, 2021.
orrespondence to Alan L. Zhang, M.D., 1500 Owens St., Box
rancisco, CA 94158. E-mail: alan.zhang@ucsf.edu
HE AUTHORS. Published by Elsevier Inc. on behalf of the
Association of North America. This is an open access article under
C-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
/21900
.org/10.1016/j.asmr.2021.10.008
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otator cuff tears (RCTs) have been described as
Rone of the most common shoulder injuries asso-
ciated with increasing age,1,2 with an estimated occur-
rence in 30% of adults older than age 60 years and 62%
of adults older than age 80 years.3 As such, rotator cuff
repair (RCR) surgery has become one of the most
frequently performed shoulder procedures in ortho-
paedic surgery.1,2 The exact incidence of RCTs and
RCRs in the United States is currently unknown, but
Mather et al.1 estimated that, as of 2013, RCTs
accounted for more than 4.5 million hospital visits in
the US each year and more than 250,000 RCRs were
performed annually. The implementation of adminis-
trative claims databases and Current Procedural Tech-
nology (CPT) codes has helped to increase the amount
of information available regarding this topic.4,5 For
example, Colvin et al.6 used the National Hospital
Discharge Survey and the National Survey of
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Table 1. Distribution of Patients With Complete Rotator Cuff Tear Diagnosis Undergoing Rotator Cuff Repair by Year, Age
Group, and Sex

Number of Patients With Complete
Rotator Cuff Tear Diagnosis

Number of Patients Undergoing
Rotator Cuff Repair

Percent of Patients Undergoing
Rotator Cuff Repair P Value

Total 534,076 196,518 36.8%
Age group, y

10-19 1,478 79 5.3%
20-29 3,529 357 10.1%
30-39 13,969 3,657 26.2%
40-49 67,027 26,105 38.9%
50-59 165,590 72,590 43.8%
60-69 190,391 85,264 44.8%
70-79 135,094 48,559 35.9% <.0001

Sex
Female 259,920 92,347 35.5%
Male 274,154 104,171 38.0% <.0001

e2016 N. M. TRUONG ET AL.
Ambulatory Surgery databases and found that the
volume of all RCRs increased by 141% from 1996
to 2006.
The prevalence and continued increase in incidence

of RCTs and RCRs necessitates further evaluation of
surgical treatments. Previous studies have indicated
that there has been a large rise in the use of arthro-
scopic surgery compared with open surgery to repair
RCTs. A study conducted by Day et al. examined the
Humana insurance database and found that between
2007 and 2015, the proportion of arthroscopic RCR
surgeries increased from 56.9% to 75.1%.7 Studies
using the National Surgical Quality Improvement Pro-
gram database found that, between 2005 and 2014,
Fig 1. Rotator cuff repair trends by year. The percentage of patien
by year.
patients who underwent arthroscopic RCR demon-
strated a 0.5% lower risk of infection or hospital read-
mission within 30 days postoperatively.8,9 Jensen
et al.10 found similar results using the Medicare claims
database of 372,109 patients who underwent RCR,
with 0.86% of patients undergoing open repair diag-
nosed with an infection within 6 months compared
with 0.37% of those who received arthroscopic repair.
Previous research has yielded conflicting results

regarding longer-term outcomes of arthroscopic RCR
compared with open RCR, particularly with respect to
rates of revision surgery. In a prospective cohort study
of 72 patients, Millar et al.11 found similar rates of
revision (10%) following open or arthroscopic RCR
ts undergoing arthroscopic or open rotator cuff repair is shown



Fig 2. Rotator cuff repair trends by age. The percentage of patients undergoing arthroscopic or open rotator cuff repair is shown
by age group.
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within 6- to 24-month follow-up. Database studies that
used the Humana, MarketScan Commercial Claims and
Encounters, or New York Statewide Planning and
Research Cooperative System database found revision
rates between 2.9% and 7.41% within 2 years, which
reached 9.6% within 5 years following arthroscopic
RCR only.12-15 However, previous database studies did
not compare rates of reoperation between arthroscopic
and open RCR and are limited in the ability to accu-
rately track revision surgeries due to a lack of laterality
tracking with International Classification of Diseases of the
Ninth Revision (ICD-9) diagnosis codes.
The purpose of this study is to use a large, contem-

porary database to perform a cross-sectional analysis of
current practice trends in RCR for the treatment of full-
thickness RCT and determine outcomes of arthroscopic
and open RCR, including hospital readmissions and 2-
year reoperation rates with accurate laterality tracking
using ICD-10 codes. We hypothesized that arthroscopic
RCR would continue to increase in frequency and
result in lower reoperation and readmission rates
compared with open RCR.

Methods
This cross-sectional analysis used the Mariner dataset

(PearlDiver Technologies, Colorado Springs, CO), a na-
tional orthopaedic database containing more than 122
million deidentified patient records from 2010 to 2020.
Institutional review board approval was exempt from this
study due to analysis of only de-identified data. CPT and
ICD-9 and International Classification of Diseases, Tenth
Revision (ICD-10) were used to query patient records.
The PearlDiver collection consists of government, cash,
and various private insurance patient populations. To
acquire the requested demographic parameters and
subsequent analysis of demographic trends, such as 10-
year age groups, year of service, comorbidities, and pa-
tient sex, ICD and/or CPT codes were searched separately
or in combination.
Patients with full-thickness RCT pathology were

identified with ICD-9 and ICD-10 codes (Appendix
Table 1, available at www.arthroscopyjournal.org).
RCR procedures were divided by CPT codes into
arthroscopy (CPT-29827) or open surgery (CPT-
23410, CPT-23412, CPT-23420). Propensity score
matching was then performed between these 2 co-
horts to account for any differences in age, Charlson
Comorbidity Index, tobacco use, diabetes, and heart
disease. Propensity score matching ensures covariates
are similar between 2 cohorts, which allows for one-
to-one or pair matching between individuals, and
analysis of a score matched sample can be used for
direct comparison of outcomes.16 The years 2010
through 2017 were incorporated to query for patients
undergoing RCR surgery. Patients from 2018 through
2020 were excluded because they failed to meet
criteria for 2-year follow-up. PearlDiver consists of a
distinct code in each query to allow for patient
tracking without counting multiple patient occur-
rences. Furthermore, as laterality was ensured via
ICD-10 codes to confirm the subsequent procedure
was on the ipsilateral side of the index surgery, only

http://www.arthroscopyjournal.org


Table 2. ED and Hospital Readmission Rates After Rotator Cuff Repair by Age Group and Sex

Percentage of Patients
with ED Admission
within 30-days of

Arthroscopic Rotator
Cuff Repair

Percentage of Patients
with ED Admission
within 30-days
of Open Rotator

Cuff Repair P Value

Percentage of Patients
with Hospital Readmission

within 30 Days of Arthroscopic
Rotator Cuff Repair

Percentage of Patients
with Hospital Readmission

Within 30 Days
of Open Rotator

Cuff Repair P Value

Total 6.3% 7.0% <.0001 1.0% 2.0% <.0001
Age group, y

10-19 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
20-29 0.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
30-39 9.0% 10.7% 0.0% 0.0%
40-49 6.6% 7.7% 0.7% 1.2%
50-59 5.1% 6.2% 0.7% 1.4%
60-69 4.5% 5.3% 0.8% 1.5%
70-79 5.9% 5.7% 1.0% 2.6%

Sex
Female 6.6% 7.1% 1.0% 2.0%
Male 6.0% 6.8% 1.0% 2.1%

ED, emergency department.

e2018 N. M. TRUONG ET AL.
patients from years when ICD-10 coding was available
(2015-2017) were tracked for subsequent procedures.
Appendix Table 2, available at www.arthroscopy
journal.org, demonstrates the subsequent surgeries
examined within 2 years following index surgery. In
addition, demographic data for adverse advents, such
as hospital readmission and ED admission within 30-
days of index RCR, also were analyzed.
The CochraneArmitage independence test for trend

was used for categorical data analysis to assess for the
presence of an association between age group or year
and the number of procedures done. c2 tests were
performed to determine whether age group or sex had
any independent effect on rates of readmission or
revision surgery, as well as to analyze if the type of
Table 3. Distribution of Patients Undergoing Revision Surgery W

Number of Patients
Undergoing Rotator

Cuff Repair

Number of
Patients

Undergoing
Revision
Surgery

Percent of P
Undergo
Revisio
Surger

Total 24,392 2,537 10.4%
Index surgery

Open index rotator
cuff repair

12,196 1,376 11.3%

Arthroscopic index
rotator cuff repair

12,196 1,161 9.5%

Age group, y
10-19 0 0 0.0%
20-29 0 0 0.0%
30-39 219 0 0.0%
40-49 2,181 230 10.5%
50-59 6,927 968 14.0%
60-69 9,334 1,200 12.9%
70-79 5,653 435 7.7%

Sex
Female 11,464 1,134 9.9%
Male 12,928 1,403 10.9%
index surgery (open or arthroscopic RCR) had any in-
dependent effect on rates of revision surgery or con-
version to shoulder arthroplasty. GraphPad Prism
Statistics/Data Analysis software, (GraphPad Software,
Inc., La Jolla, CA) was used for statistical analysis. P <
.05 was considered statistically significant.

Results
In total, 534,076 patients were identified with a full-

thickness RCT diagnosis between 2010 and 2017. Of
these patients, 196,518 (36.8%) underwent RCR sur-
gery (Table 1). In total, 53,531 of these procedures
(27.2%) were performed using an open approach, and
142,987 (72.8%) were performed using an arthroscopic
approach. Between 2010 and 2017, the percent of
ithin 2 Years Following Rotator Cuff Repair

atients
ing
n
y P Value

Number of
Patients Requiring
Conversion to

Shoulder
Arthroplasty

Percent of
Patients Requiring
Conversion to

Shoulder
Arthroplasty P Value

316 1.3%

162 1.3%

<.0001 154 1.3% .65

0 0.0%
0 0.0%
0 0.0%
0 0.0%

32 0.5%
132 1.4%

<.0001 130 2.3% <.0001

184 1.6%
<.0001 132 1.0% .0034

http://www.arthroscopyjournal.org
http://www.arthroscopyjournal.org


ROTATOR CUFF REPAIR TRENDS e2019
arthroscopic RCRs increased from 65% to 80%,
whereas the percent of open RCRs decreased from 35%
to 20% (Fig 1; P < .0001). Patients aged 60 to 69 years
had the greatest frequency of RCTs and RCRs (45%)
(Fig 2). Young patients underwent arthroscopic repair
more than open surgery (100% in 10- to 19-year age
group and 92% in 20- to 29-year age group) (Fig 2).
Male patients had a greater incidences of complete RCT
and underwent surgical repair at slightly greater rates
(38.0%) compared with female patients (35.5%;
Table 1; P < .0001). The rate of arthroscopic (72.8%)
versus open surgery (27.2%) was similar for both male
and female patients.
Within 30 days of surgery, 7.0% of patients who

underwent open RCR required subsequent ED admis-
sion and 2.0% required hospital readmission (Table 2).
Both rates were significantly greater compared with
that of patients who underwent arthroscopic RCR at
6.3% and 1.0%, respectively (Table 2; P < 0.0001).
Hospital readmissions risk increased with age, as pa-
tients aged 70 to 79 years had the greatest frequency
with 2.6% following open RCR and 1.0% following
arthroscopic RCR (Table 2). Rates of readmission were
similar between male and female patients (Table 2).
After propensity score matching, between 2015 and

2017, 24,392 patients with ICD-10 codes for laterality
tracking underwent RCR, and 2,537 (10.4%) of these
individuals required at least one revision surgery
(Table 3). In total, 316 patients within this group
required conversion to shoulder arthroplasty (1.3%;
Table 3). Individuals who underwent initial open RCR
required significantly greater rates of revision surgery
(11.3%) compared with those who underwent initial
arthroscopic RCR (9.5%) (Table 3; P < .0001). Rates of
conversion to shoulder arthroplasty were 1.3%
following either open or arthroscopic RCR (P ¼ .65;
Table 3). In total, 84% of revision procedures following
index arthroscopic surgery were performed arthro-
scopically, and 16% were performed with an open
approach. In comparison, for revision procedures
following initial open RCR, 52% were performed using
an open approach whereas 48% were performed
arthroscopically. Male patients had greater rates of
revision surgery (10.9%) than female patients (9.9%)
(Table 3; P < .0001), but lower rates of conversion to
shoulder arthroplasty (1.0% vs 1.6%) (Table 3;
P ¼ .0034).
Patients aged 50 to 59 years underwent subsequent

revision procedures most frequently (14.0%), followed
by those aged 60 to 69 years (12.9%), 40 to 49 years
(10.5%), and 70 to 79 years (7.7%) (Table 3;
P < .0001). No patients younger than 40 years of age
underwent revision surgery after RCR, and all patients
requiring reoperation underwent arthroscopic revision
more frequently than open revision (Fig 3). The
greatest frequency of conversion to shoulder
arthroplasty occurred within patients aged 70 to 79
years (2.3%), whereas no patients younger than 50
years of age required conversion to shoulder arthro-
plasty (Table 3; P < .0001). Of the patients undergoing
revision surgery after an index arthroscopic RCR,
58.4% had arthroscopic revision RCR and 46.7% had
arthroscopic subacromial decompression (Table 4).
Open revision RCR accounted for 57.0%, whereas
arthroscopic subacromial decompression accounted for
25.5% of revision surgeries following an index open
RCR (Table 4).

Discussion
In this study, we found that rates of arthroscopic RCR

incrementally increased annually while rates of open
RCR decreased from 2010 to 2017. In addition, open
RCR demonstrated a greater reoperation rate than
arthroscopic RCR after propensity score matching.
Overall, we found that 73% of RCRs were performed

arthroscopically and 27% were performed using an
open approach, with the rate of arthroscopic RCR
increasing through 2017. These trends are similar to
those found in older database studies. Between 2004
and 2017, the percentage of arthroscopic RCRs ranged
between 65% to 85%, and the percentage of open
RCRs ranged between 15% and 35% depending on the
database and ICD codes used for query.7-10,17,18 Several
studies have noted a rise in incidence of arthroscopic
RCRs and corresponding decline in incidence of open
RCRs.6,7,10,18,19 Zhang et al.18 and Day et al.7 found that
the proportion of open RCR increased with increasing
patient age, and Day et al.7 also found no significant
difference between male and female patients in the
proportion of arthroscopic or open surgeries,7 which
aligned with our current study’s results.
We found an overall revision rate of 10.4 % for RCR

from 24,392 patients within 2 years of index surgery.
The most common subsequent procedure after arthro-
scopic or open index surgery by far was revision RCR,
which was similar to a previous report by Mahure
et al.13 Although no patients younger than age 40 years
underwent reoperation, our overall rate of reoperation
was higher than those found in previously reported
database studies, which looked at revision rates
following arthroscopic RCR only. One study using the
New York Statewide Planning and Research Coopera-
tive System database of index arthroscopic RCR found a
6% arthroscopic revision rate of their total population
of 30,430 patients within 2 years.13 It is possible that
our study showed greater reoperation rates because our
cohort only included patients with diagnoses of full-
thickness RCTs. Previous database studies used CPT
and ICD-9 procedure codes to track patients and
therefore were unable to determine whether tears were
partial or complete. Full-thickness tear diagnoses may
be more likely to select for large and massive cuff tears,



Fig 3. Revision rotator cuff repair age trends. The percentage of patients requiring revision arthroscopic rotator cuff repair,
revision open rotator cuff repair, or shoulder arthroplasty is shown by age group.
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which have been reported to have higher re-tear rates
compared to small and partial cuff tears.20-25 An addi-
tional study conducted by Fu et al.12 using the Humana
database found an overall revision rate of 9.6% after 5
years follow-up in a patient cohort of 2,759. Their study
also incorporated ICD-9 diagnosis codes for partial tear
of rotator cuff, which can account for the lower revision
rate.
Our study showed that open RCR was more likely to

require reoperation compared with arthroscopic RCR
Table 4. Distribution of Subsequent Procedures Performed Withi

Type of Procedure

Repair of ruptured musculotendinous cuff (e.g., rotator cuff) open; acute
Repair of ruptured musculotendinous cuff

(e.g., rotator cuff) open; chronic
Reconstruction of complete shoulder (rotator)

cuff avulsion chronic (includes acromioplasty)
Tenodesis of long tendon of biceps
Arthroplasty glenohumeral joint; total shoulder

(glenoid and proximal humeral replacement, e.g., total shoulder)
Arthroscopy shoulder surgical; debridement limited
Arthroscopy shoulder surgical; debridement extensive
Arthroscopy shoulder surgical; distal claviculectomy including dista

l articular surface (Mumford procedure)
Arthroscopy shoulder surgical; decompression of subacromial space

with partial acromioplasty with or without coracoacromial release
Arthroscopy shoulder surgical; with rotator cuff repair
Arthroscopy shoulder biceps tenodesis

Percentages total over 100% because the same patient can have multip
when analyzing within 2 years of index surgery and
with propensity score matching between cohorts. Of
the patients who underwent a primary open RCR,
11.3% required a revision surgery whereas 9.5% of
arthroscopic surgeries required revision. To our
knowledge, there is a lack of database studies
comparing revision rates between arthroscopic and
open RCR, but some systematic reviews and cohort
studies have found similar results to our study indi-
cating open RCRs to be associated with greater
n 2 Years Following Rotator Cuff Repair

Open Index Rotator
Cuff Repair

Arthroscopic Index
Rotator Cuff Repair

11.3% 1.6%
35.0% 2.8%

10.7% 0.9%

9.3% 8.0%
14.1% 13.3%

15.1% 7.9%
19.1% 27.2%
14.0% 17.8%

25.5% 46.7%

18.0% 58.4%
4.0% 10.8%

le Current Procedural Terminology codes per surgery.
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frequencies of complications. In a systematic review
conducted by Nho et al.26 that analyzed the clinical and
complication results between arthroscopic and open
procedures, they found in the retrospective cohort
studies there were approximately twice the number of
revision cases in the open group and overall higher
number of complications. In addition, in a cohort study
conducted by Jensen et al.,10 of 372,109 RCRs, patients
in the open surgery group were more likely to incur
complications, such as infection and shoulder stiffness,
relative to arthroscopic repairs. Moreover, in an
11,314-patient study using the National Surgical
Quality Improvement Program database by Day et al.,9

there was a greater 30-day complication rate and
greater deep wound infection rate in the open group.
These findings are in agreement with our study as
evidenced by greater rates of emergency department
and hospital admission within 30 days of surgery in the
index open surgery group compared to arthroscopy. It
is possible that the greater incidence in revision surgery
and complication rates is due to a greater proportion of
patients with large and massive tears requiring open
procedures. Our analysis used propensity score match-
ing to account for differences in age and comorbidities,
including diabetes, tobacco use, and heart disease, as
these have been shown to increase risk of RCR failure
and complications.14,27-29

Two previous studies have analyzed the rate of con-
version from RCR to shoulder arthroplasty (total or
reverse total shoulder arthroplasty). In a retrospective
cohort study within the Kaiser health care system, 882
patients underwent RCR in 2008, and 12 (1.4%)
required arthroplasty at 2-year follow-up.30 This rate
was similar at 20-year follow-up. Of 322 patients who
underwent RCR in France in 1994, 5 (1.5%) required
total shoulder arthroplasty (TSA).31 In our cohort, we
found a similar overall rate of conversion of 1.3%, but
when stratified by age, the risk of conversion was greater
than that of previous studies, as 2.3% of 70- to 79-year-
old patients underwent conversion but no individuals
younger than 50 years converted to TSA or revision TSA.
Lastly, demographic analysis of our cohort showed

that following full-thickness RCT, 37% of patients
required RCR, which falls within the range of prior
database studies that assessed rates of RCR following
RCT in a Medicare population. Jensen et al.10 found
that on average, between 2005 to 2011, the annual rate
of RCR following RCT was 28%, whereas Varkey
et al.32 showed that 45% of 878,049 patients diagnosed
with a RCT underwent repair from 2005 to 2012. Our
results also showed male patients had greater rates of
surgical treatment, with the 50 to 69 years age range
being the most common for surgery. This is similar to
Chapman et al.,33 who showed male patients were
more likely to receive surgery in the Medicare popu-
lation and previous database studies reporting the
50- to 59-year18 and 65- to 69-year age groups as the
most likely for surgical repair.7

Limitations
It is important to viewourfindingswithin the context of

its limitations that are inherent in administrative database
studies. Our results are dependent on accurate ICD and
CPT coding. We incorporated inclusion and exclusion
criteria for codes, but the processes for administrative data
entry may be associated with chances for errors. Another
limitation includes the lack of characterization and clas-
sification of RCTs. Reoperation and complication rates
may certainly be affected by size, chronicity, and fatty
infiltration of RCTs, but our data do not allow for assess-
ment of these factors. Open RCRsmay have been needed
for larger, more complex tear patterns that were too
difficult to perform arthroscopically which would lead to
higher failure rates, but this could not be evaluated by the
available data as we could not account for tear size in this
database. In addition, as administrative coding does not
allow for specification of which specific rotator cuff
tendon was repaired, our reoperation rate may include
repair of a different rotator cuff tendon than from the
index surgery and not necessarily a revision repair of the
same tendon. Although we were able to perform pro-
pensity scorematching for comorbidities andourdatabase
query language accounted for the index surgery to be the
primary surgery, if the patient had a previous shoulder
surgery or RCR outside of the database time range (2010-
2017), this would not be accounted for. Our data also do
not allow for classification of different surgeon levels of
training and experience,which could have affectedwhich
patients were able to receive an open or arthroscopic
repair and subsequent rates of reoperation. Although
ICD-10 codes allowed our study to track for extremity
laterality, our sample size for reoperation analysis was
limited because this coding was only available starting in
2015. Furthermore, patients who may have changed in-
surance plans following index procedure may not have
sufficient follow-up documented in the database. How-
ever, the Mariner dataset set has additional insurance
plans compared to previous versions of PearlDiver,
therefore this limitation can be reduced.
Conclusions
The frequency of arthroscopic RCR has continued to

increase compared with open RCR. In this large cross-
sectional analysis, arthroscopic RCR demonstrated
lower 2-year reoperation rates and 30-day readmission
rates compared to open RCR.
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Appendix Table 1. CPT/ICD Codes Queried

Description CPT/ICD Codes Queried

Repair of ruptured
musculotendinous cuff (e.g.,
rotator cuff) open; acute

CPT-23410

Repair of ruptured
musculotendinous cuff (e.g.,
rotator cuff) open; chronic

CPT-23412

Reconstruction of complete
shoulder (rotator) cuff
avulsion chronic (includes
acromioplasty)

CPT-23420

Arthroscopy shoulder surgical;
with rotator cuff repair

CPT-29827

Complete rotator cuff tear
diagnoses

ICD-9-D-72761,
ICD-10-D-M75120, ICD-10-D-
M75121, ICD-10-D-M75122

CPT, Current Procedural Terminology; ICD, International Classification
of Diseases.

Appendix Table 2. CPT Codes Queried for Subsequent
Surgeries

Description
CPT/ICD Codes

Queried

Repair of ruptured musculotendinous cuff (e.g.,
rotator cuff) open; acute

CPT-23410

Repair of ruptured musculotendinous cuff (e.g.,
rotator cuff) open; chronic

CPT-23412

Reconstruction of complete shoulder (rotator) cuff
avulsion chronic (includes acromioplasty)

CPT-23420

Tenodesis of long tendon of biceps CPT-23430
Arthroplasty glenohumeral joint; total shoulder

(glenoid and proximal humeral replacement
(e.g., total shoulder)

CPT-23472

Arthroscopy shoulder surgical; debridement limited CPT-29822
Arthroscopy shoulder surgical; debridement

extensive
CPT-29823

Arthroscopy shoulder surgical; distal
claviculectomy including distal articular surface
(Mumford procedure)

CPT-29824

Arthroscopy shoulder surgical; decompression of
subacromial space with partial acromioplasty
with or without coracoacromial release

CPT-29826

Arthroscopy shoulder surgical; with rotator cuff
repair

CPT-29827

Arthroscopy shoulder biceps tenodesis CPT-29828

CPT, Current Procedural Terminology; ICD, International Classification
of Diseases.
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