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EDITOR’S NOTE.

The first ten chapters of the revised text of Isaiah presented
here are based on the Studies in Biblical Parallelism forming
Vol. 1, No. 3, of the Semitic Series; similar studies covering
the remaining chapters were completed two years ago, but owing
to the necessity for economy must be both condensed and
delayed in publication; eventually it is hoped they will appear
as No. 4 of the volume.! .

The deviations from the Masoretic text recorded in the
footnotes do not include certain minor changes in interpunc-
tuation and hence in the vocalization of “pausal” forms; nor
yet transpositions of sentences, since these are indicated by
deviations from the normal sequence of numbers and letters
which designate verses and stichoi and which are appended in
the text to each “stanza.

The reader is asked to bear in mind the objects of this
publication: first, to show typographically the overwhelming
preponderance of parallelism in the received Masoretic text;
second, on the defensible hypothesis that parallelism was
originally present throughout the oracles, to show how great or
how small are the changes necessary to restore it, and how
much clearer and more beautiful is the text when this is done.
It is true that, even where the diagnosis of difficulties may

t This note was written in March, 1922; Parallelism in Isaiah,
Chapters 11—35, appeared in April, 1923,



1v Editer’s Note.

point to parallelism as a remedy, there may be several possible
variations in the matter of details — in the selection of one
out of several synonyms which the author may have used. The
claim is made, not that the one chosen by the editor must be
the original reading, but that it is much nearer thereto than
is the evident Masoretic error; and that, at all events, the
revised text as a whole is nearer in spirit to the author’s ori-
ginal. Possibly even those teachers of Hebrew who differ with
the editor in questions of detail may still find this text a less
difficult means of introducing students to the Prophetic literature
than is the received text.

Thanks are due to Prof. Gotthold Weil for his kind assi-
stance in reading proof and compiling the list of corrections.

W. P
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