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Until the Fireworks End

Alexander Wu ��

for SATB choir (div.) & piano; 

based on a spell from the movie 
Long Day’s Journey Into Night  
by BI Gan 
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Feb. 2020 



Recite the spell, and your house will start spinning: 

Written by BI Gan, translated by Eric Abrahamsen.  

Performance Time: c. 3:40. 

Chinese Pinyin IPA English

'��
#4
yòng dāojiān  
rù shuǐ,

jʊŋ4 tɑʊ1tɕjɛn1  
ʐu4 ʂweɪ3,

Dipping water with 

the point of a knife,

' �0*2�
yòng xiǎnwēijìng  
kàn xuě.

jʊŋ4 ɕjɛn3weɪ1tɕɪŋ4 
kʰan4 ɕɥœ3.

Examining snow 

with a microscope.

�+
��"4
jiùsuàn fǎnfù 
rúcǐ,

tɕjoʊ4swan4 fan1fu4 
ʐu2tsʰɯ3,

Doing this over and 

over,

/����15
háishì rěnbúzhù  
wèn:

xaɪ2ʂɚ4 ʐən3pu2ʈʂu4 
uən4:

One still wants to 

ask:

��.��(��

�6

nǐ shǔ guò tiānshàng 
de xīngxīng ma?

ni3 ʂu3 kuɔ4 tʰjɛn1ʂɑŋ4 
tɤ˙ ɕɪŋ1ɕɪŋ1 ma˙?

Have you counted 

the stars in the sky?

��	�3�!4
tāmen xiàng  
xiǎoniǎo yíyàng,

tʰa1mən˙ ɕjɑŋ4 
ɕjɑʊ3njɑʊ3 i2jɑŋ4,

They’re like little 

birds,

���(,�-��
zǒng zài wǒde 
xiōngkǒu tiàosǎn.

tsʊŋ3 tsaɪ4 uɔ3tɤ˙ 
ɕjʊŋ1kʰoʊ3 tʰjɑʊ4san3.

Ever parachuting 

through my chest.
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