
UC Berkeley
Journal Articles

Title
Ladies Blue and Gold, Table of contents and introduction

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1rm3v9vf

Journal
Chronicle of the University History of California, 1(2)

Author
Ruyle, Janet

Publication Date
1998
 
Peer reviewed

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1rm3v9vf
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


CHRONICLE 
OF THE UNKVERSKTY OF CALIFORNIA 

VOLUME 1, UMBER 2 • AJOURNAL OF UNIVERSITY HISTORY • FALL 1998 



CJHJRONRCJLJE 
OF THE UNITVER§RTY OF CALITFORNllA 

A JOURNAL OF UNIVERSITY HISTORY 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

RexWAdams 

Carroll Brentano 

Ray Colvig 
Steven Finaco111 

].R.K. Kantor 

Gennaine LaBerge 

Ann Lage 

Kaarin Michaelsen 

Roberta]. Park 

William Roberts 

Janet Ruyle 

Volume 1 • Number 2 • Fall 1998 



The Chronicle of the University of California is published semiannually with the goal of present­
ing work on the history of the University to a scholarly and interested public. While the Chronicle 
welcomes unsolicited submissions, their acceptance is at the discretion of Lhe edi torial board. 
For further inforrnation or a copy of the Chronicle's style sheet, please address: 

Chronicle 
do Carroll Brentano 
Center for Studies in Higher Education 
University of California, Berkeley, CA 94720-4650 

E-mail cbrentan@socrates.berkeley.edu 

Subscriptions to the Chronicle are twenty-seven dollars per year for two issues. Single copies and 
back issues are fifteen dollars apiece (plus California state sales tax) . Payment should be by 
check made to "UC Regents" and sent to the address above. 

The Chronicle of the University of California is published with the generous support of the Doreen 
B. Townsend Center for the Humanities, the Center for Studies in Higher Education, the Gradu­
ate Assembly, and The Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley, California. 

Copyright Claronicle of lhe University of California. ISSN 1097-6604 

Graphic Design by Catherine Dinnean. 

Original cover design by Maria Wolf. 
Senior Womens Pilgrimage on Campus, May 1925. University Archives. 



CHRONICLE 
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

Fall 1998 

LAD KE§ BLUE AND GOLD 
Edited by Janet Ruyle 

CORA, JANE, & PHOEBE: FIN-DE-SIECLE PHILANTHROPY ............... 1 
].R.K. Kantor 

HEARST HALL ....................................................................... ............... ..... 9 
From the 1904 Blue and Gold 

"THE WANT MOST KEENLY FELT": UNIVERSITY YWCA, 
THE EARLY YEARS .................................................................................. 11 
Dorothy Thelen Clemens 

A GYM OF THEIR OWN: WOMEN, SPORTS, AND PHYSICAL 
CULTURE AT THE BERKELEY CAMPUS, 1876-1976 ........ ... .......... .... .. 21 
Roberta]. Park 

THE EARLY PRYTANEANS ........... ........................................................ .. 49 
Janet Ruyle 

GIRTON HALL: THE GIFT OF JULIA MORGAN ..................... ..... .... ..... 57 
Margar·etta]. Darnall 

DEAN LUCY SPRAGUE, THE PARTHENEIA, AND THE ARTS .. ...... .... 65 
Janet Ruyle 

MAY CHENEY'S CONTRIBUTION TO THE MODERN UNIVERSITY ...... 75 
Anne]. Maclachlan 

"NO MAN AND NO THING CAN STOP ME": FANNIE McLEAN, 
WOMAN SUFFRAGE, AND THE UNIVERSITY ..................................... 83 
Geraldine Jon<;ich Clifford 

IDA LOUISE JACKSON, CLASS OF '22 .................................................. 95 
Robe1ta]. Park 



OTHER VOICES: GLIMP.SES OF AFRICAN AMERICAN, 
CHINESE AMERICAN, AND JAPANESE AMERICAN STUDENTS 
AT BERKELEY, FROM THE 1920S TO THE MID-1950s ........ ..................... 99 

FEW CONCERNS, FEWER WOMEN ........................................ ................ 107 

Ray Colvig 

JOSEPHINE :tv11LES ...................... ............................................................... 121 
Robert Brentano 

AGGIE WOMEN: THE UNIVERSITY AT DAVIS ........................................ 123 
Beginnings at Berkeley 

"Women at the University Farm" 
Ann Foley Scliewing 

Between I.he Wars: The Coed Fannerettes 

A Da,vis Professor: Katherine Esau, "The Grande Dame 
of American Botany" 

YOU'VE COME ALONG WAY, BAMBINA! ............................................... 127 

Rose D. Schciini 

FACULTY WIVES: THE HISTORY OF THE 
UNIVERSITY SECTION CLUB ................................................................... 133 
Mmy Lee Noonan 

PORTRAU OF HELEN WILLS .... ....... ........................................................ 140 

THE COLLEGE GIRLS' RECORD ...................... ......................................... 141 

NORTH GABLES: A BOARDINGHOUSE WlTH A HEART ............ .. ...... .... 145 
Elizab~t/1 Fine Ginsburg and Haniet Shapiro Rochlin 

1942: LIGHTS AND DARKS ........................................................................ 151 
Margaret Darling Evans Sc11ole-r 

CAL WOMEN IN MUSIC ........... ... ................................ .... ... ....................... 155 
The Marching Band 

"We Don't Have Any Women in This Band" 
Barbara Leonard Robben 

''Men, Women, and Song" 
Arville Knoche Finacom 



THE ORAL HISTORIES OF WOMEN OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA ..... ... .......... ... .... ... ... ................. .................. . 163 
Ann Lage 

PUBLICATIONS NEW AND NOTEWORTHY ...... ...... ....... ... ........... .... ....... 166 
William Roberts 

REVIEWS ...................................... ........ ..... ............................ ..... ...... 167 

"Equally in View": The University of California, Its Women, 
and the Schools 
by GeraldineJonc,;ich Clifford 

Law at Berkeley: The History of Boalt Hall by Sandra Epstein 

Gender and Higher Education in the Progressive Era by Lynn D. Gordon 

The 4-Year Stretch 
by Florence Jury andJacomena Maybeck 

Gender and the Academic Experience: Berkeley Women Sociologists 
Edited by Kathryn P. Meadow Orlans and Ruth A.Wallace 

920 O'Fan-ell Street: A Jewish Girlhood in Old San Francisco 
by Harriet Lane Levy 

1904 Blue and Gold. 



CONTJRJIBUTORS 

REX W ADAMS is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in his[ory al UC Berkeley. His academic focns is 
on the comparative history of higher education in Great Britain and the United Slates. 

CARROLL BRENTANO 11as a doctorate in -architectural history from UC Berkeley, and has 
been coordinator of the University History Project in the Center for Studies in Higher 
Education for the past nine years. 

ROBERT BRENTANO is a professor of medieval history al UC Berkeley and curremly chair 
of the Academic Senate. He has been Leaching on this campus since 19S2; he gave a Faculty 
Research Lecture in 1988. 

DOROTHY THELEN CLEMENS, a native ofBerketey, is a 1955 graduate ofUC Berkeley and 
has been active in the YWCA since her student days. She and ner professor-husb&nd live in 
Berkeley where she teaches English as a second language. 

GERALDINEJON(.ICH CLIFFORD is a professor of the histo1y of education with an 
interest in women's social histo1y and taught at UC Berkeley's School of Education from 1962 
to 1994. Since retirement she has been working on a book about women teachers in Ameri­
can history. 

RAY COLVIG, a Berkeley graduate, was public information officer for the campus .from 1964 
Lo 199]. He has coauthored two books with the late Glenn T. Seaborg and has written articles 
about the univetsity during the 1960s. 

MARGARETTA]. DARNALL writes on architecture and landscape design. A Berkeley 
graduate in architecture, she completed graduate degrees in architectural b.istory at Cornell 
University. 

ARVILLE KNOCHE Fl NA COM, formerly a teacher and journalist, now does public relations 
work for nonprofit groups and is a docent at a San Mateo muse.urn and at ~he California 
Academy of Sciences in San Francisco. She graduated from Berkeley, later earning teaching 
and administration credentials from the university; 

ELIZABETH FINE GINSBURG worked for a New York publisher afteT graduating from 
Berkeley and earned a master's from Columbia University in history and social science. 
She is a retired los Angeles high school teacher and fom1er rralner o[ Leachers for California 
State University, North1iclge. 

J. R. K. KANTOR served as University Archivist from 1964 to 1983. Since retirement he has 
been a curator of the H~ll of Fame at Mern01ial Staclium, a museum o[ Cal's athletic history. 

GERMAINE LA BERGE is an editor and interviewer at the Regional Oral History Office. She 
has an A.B. in history, an M.A. in education, and is a member (inactive) of the State Bar of 
California. 



ANN LAGE is principal editor for the Regional Oral History Office of The Bancroft Library 
where she conducts oral history interviews to document the history of the University. She has 
an A.B. and an M.A. in history from UC Berkeley: 

ANNE J. MAcLACHLAN is a researcher at the Center for Studies in Higher Education with 
interest in graduate education and placement, women and minorities in the academy, and 
faculty career and development issues. She has a Ph.D. in economic hist01y. 

KAARIN MICHAELSEN is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of History, UC Berkeley. Her 
research interests include the history of science and medicine in modern Britain. 

MARY LEE NOONAN attended Wellesley as an undergraduate, earned her master's degree 
from Radcliffe, and has been a Berkeley faculty wife since 1967. She served as president of 
the University Section Club during the academic year 1992-93. 

ROBERTA J. PARK is a Professor of the Graduate School, Department of Integrative Biology, 
UC Berkeley, and former chair (1982-92) of the Department of Human Biodynamics. Her A.B. 
and Ph.D. degrees are from Berkeley. 

BARBARA LEONARD ROBBEN graduated from Cal in 1960. She still lives in Berkeley and 
continues to be interested in music and "running around the hills." 

WILLIAM ROBERTS is University Archivist since 1984; he has been on the Berkeley campus 
as student and employee since 1961. 

HARRIET SHAPIRO ROCHLIN, a native of Los A11geles who graduated from Berkeley in 
Hispanic studies, has been a full-time writer since 1967. Her books in print include two 
novels and a social histo1y of pioneer Jews. 

JANET RUYLE, a Berkeley graduate, joined the research staff at the Center for Studies in 
Higher Educati.on in 1960, working on a variety of projects. She was Assistant Director of the 
Center from 1976 to 1993. 

ROSED. SCHERINI has a doctorate in educational anthropology from UC Berkeley. She has 
served in campus staff positions at the Counseling Center and the Office of Student Research. 
Her current interests include historical research and writing about Italian Americans. 

MARGARET DARLING EVANS SCHOLER is a Berkeley graduate in decorative arts who 
worked at the Lawrence Radiation Laboratory during World War ll. After having three 
children and a career as an interior decorator, she turned to teaching adults about American 
antiques at a community college and elsewhere and continues to do so. 



THE 

UNIVERSITY CHRONICLE 
AN OFPICIAL RECORD 

Vol. I. No. I 

Announ~tmcm 

Tbe True Idea or a Universiry 

The University Sobran le 

A Ye.r's Review 

Edmund Burl<~ as 1. Statesman 

w. R. UAVI~ 

Bulldings Bild l!quipment ; The Phebe Hearse Architectural Pion; Orlicial 

Actioo; The Library; Sclemific Sociehe~; Universicy fatension in 

Agriculcun:; Oimolic Condlrions or Berkeley; ,-.,rs. Ann Jane Stiles: 

The Studcncs' Aid Society: Cum,nt Noles. 

University Archives. 

FEBRUARY, 1898 

UNIV~R91TY OF CALIFORNIA 

IIERR£LEY 



A WORD TO OUR READERS 

IN 1898 BERNARD MOSES, the university's first professor of history, estab­
lished the University Chronicle, later known as the University of California 
Chronicle. He saw that "there were and would be public addresses at the Uni­
versity and documents relating to the affairs of the institution that ought to be 
preserved and made readily available," as he wrote in his unpublished autobi­
ography. That Chronicle, appearing quarterly between 1898 and 1933, provided 
its readers with intelligent and entertaining accounts of contemporary events 
in the university's social, academic, and administrative life. Moreover, the 
Chronicle no doubt assisted in creating and fostering an identity, crucial not 
only for the campus community but also in mediating the university's dealings 
with the public. 

Today, our institutional identity might appear to be firmly establisl1ed, 
but institutional memory is ebbing. Every year thousands of new students (along 
with faculty members and administrators) enter the university's campuses with 
little knowledge of the institution beyond its admissions requirements and 
perhaps its reputation for radicalism in the 1960s. And every year almost as 
many students leave knowing little more about their alma mater than when 
they entered. While institutional identity will and must evolve, it should main­
tain a self-consciousness of its direction by acknowledging its past. Without 
memory there is no identity; without identity the university is left as a mere 
collection of disparate buildings and people. 

It is with this in mind that we, the Editorial Board, have revived the Uni­
versity of California Chronicle, in spirit if not in content. The new Chronicle, in 
contrast to the earlier publication has an historical perspective. We are able to 
consider the current events of our predecessors in the context of ongoing 
changes within the university. Embracing this opportunity, the new Chronicle, 
at least initially; is organized around single themes that present an inherently 
longitudinal view of the university's development. The first issue considered 
institutional responses to natural disasters and calamities. Future issues will 
focus on the university and the environment, a look at how the university has 
changed on the eve of the 21st century from its 19th century roots, and the 
university's relationship to institutions around the world. 

In this same vein we now, with great pleasure, offer to our Teaders this 
current issue: Ladies Blue and Gold. 

The Editorial Board 
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LADilES JBLUE Al~ GOLD 

WOMEN FIRST ENTERED the University of California in its second year of classes, 1870. 
Eightwomenjoinedeighty-two men in the former College of California buildings on Twelfth 
Street in downtown Oakland, crossing muddy streets, dodging wagons and carriages in 
their long dresses, hats, and, no doubt, gloves. In the Announcement of Courses for that year 
were "Latin, Greek, Modern Language, Elocution and English Composition, History; Alge­
bra, and Drawing (optional)." 

When the move to the Berkeley site was completed in September 1873, there were 
twenty-two ladies, one of whom, Rosa L. Scrivner '74, was the first woman graduate with a 
Ph.B., a bachelor's degree common for both men and women at that time. For their study­
ing and socializing the ladies repaired to one small room in North Hall; not until Stiles Hall 
opened in 1893 did they enjoy expanded quarters, as Dorothy Thelen Clemens tells in her 
history of the University YWCA. That building, which stood on the present site of the 
newly expanded Hannon Gymnasium/Haas Pavilion, was itself the gift of a Berkeley lady, 
Mrs. Ann Stiles. It was the first of several structures given to the campus by women of 
California-Phoebe Apperson Hearst, Elizabeth Josselyn Boalt,Jane Krom Sather, May Treat 
Morrison '78-as well as by the women students who raised funds for the construction of 
their clubhouse, Girton Hall (designed by alumna Julia Morgan '94), as described by 
Margaretta]. Darnall. Roberta]. Park reviews the need for and the development of women 
and sports at Berkeley from 1876 to 1976. 

Ladies Blue and Gold received their diplomas and went forth into the world: Fannie 
Mclean '85, a leading suffragette, taught generations of high school students; May Shepard 
Cheney '83 spent her life placing university graduates as school teachers, first as an inde­
pendent businesswoman, then as the university's first appointment secretary. A newcomer 
to California after World War I, Ida Louise Jackson '22, became the first black teacher in 
the Oakland public schools, and, decades later, a major donor to the university. A young 
girl named Helen Wills learned her game on the Berkeley courts and became an outstand­
ing woman tennis player of the century; she recently left a bequest for the construction of 
a neurosciences insititute on campus. And perhaps the most telling view of Cal in the early 
1950s has been from Joan Didion, as quoted by Ray Colvig in his discussion of women 
faculty. Also in the issue are a few personal vignettes of student life from women of several 
different decades and a view of women at the Davis campus. 

All professors were men until 1904, whenJessica Peixotto '94, who received her Ph.D. 
from the university, was appointed a lecturer in sociology. She joined Lucy Sprague, who 
had arrived the year before and later became the first dean of women in 1906. Miss Sprague 
urged the women students to create an outdoor pageant, the Partheneia, which became an 
annual spectacle for nearly twenty years; photographs from a few of these productions are 
shown in this issue. As the university was readying for its diamond jubilee, Josephine 
Miles, who had earned her Ph.D. at Berkeley in 1938, was appointed the first woman pro­
fessor in the Department of English; and before her death in 1985 she had become the first 
woman University Professor in the statewide University of California. 



Scattered throughout this issue are brief biographies that originally appeared as part 
of the material created for a conference on women at Berkeley, April 28-29, 1995, and 
included in Hon01ing Women at Cal and a Doe Library exhibition, Women Who Built Bcrlle­
ley. Permission for use of the material has been granted by Maresi Nerad, Graduate Divi­
sion, and Lucy Sells, Center for Studies in Higher Education, witl1 additional credit for the 
exhibition to Diane Harley and Deana Heath, Center for Studies in Higher Education, and 
William Roberts, U11iversity Archives, who furnished the illustrations. 

Although our palette has been necessarily limited, we hope our readers may take 
away from these accounts some sense of the challenges which faced university women for 
ahnost a full century, and their achievements, as well as the support and honors our Ladies 
Blue and Gold have brought 10 this university. 

The Edito1ial 'Board 

1899 Blue and Gold. 




