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Elliot's Beach

Comprised of two movements, Elliot’s Beach is inspired by the music of
Chennai in South India, the title being an ode to an iconic landmark of the
coastal city. The first movement is a modern take on a tango, evoking raagas
native to the tillanas of South Indian classical dance music while using the
distinctive rhythms of a traditional tango. We hear the optimistic echoes of raaga
Dhanashree and the mournful, longing calls of raaga Shivaranjani, together
painting a vibrant spectrum of musical emotion.

The second movement is a four-voice modal fugue inspired by raaga Behag, a
lilting, playful mode known for its romantic quality. We hear the juxtaposition
of Behag with traditional fugal structure and harmony, weaving together ideas
from both Eastern and Western traditions of music.
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