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WADI EL-HOL 
 рϸϜмЮϜϳЬн  

John Coleman Darnell 
 

Wadi el-Hôl 
Ouadi el-Hôl 

The Wadi el-Hol is an ensemble of rock inscription sites and caravansary deposits near the mid-
point of the Farshut Road, roughly equidistant between ancient Thebes and Hiw. The rock 
inscriptions range in date between the Predynastic and Coptic Periods, with the majority belonging 
to the Middle Kingdom. Most inscriptions record names and titles, but others are longer and of 
more unusual content, including literary texts and references to religious celebrations in the deep 
desert. Archaeological remains include Predynastic burials of the Tasian culture and debris 
mounds that represent the detritus of caravans and travelers along the Farshut Road. The largest 
deposit includes a continuous stratigraphic record of ceramic and organic material from the late 
Middle Kingdom through the Persian Period. 

еҶв ϣКнгϯв пЯК рнϧϳт ЬнϳЮϜ рϸϜм дϖ ЙҶЦϜнв  ЭҶТϜнЧЮϜ ϤϝҶжϝ϶ ϝҶтϝЧϠм ϣтϽϷҶЋЮϜ ЄнҶЧзЮϜ
 еуҶϠ ϝҶв ϣТϝҶЃгЮϜ ЁҶУж пҶЯК ̯ϝҶϡтϽЧϦм ̪АнҶІϽТ ХҶтϽА СЋϧзв ев ϞϽЧЮϝϠ (ϤϝтϜϽЃжϝТϽЫЮϜ)
 пҶϧϲм ϤϜϽҶЂцϜ ЭϡЦ ϝв еуϠ ϝв ϰмϜϽϧт ϣтϽϷЋЮϜ ЄнЧзЮϜ иϻк ϵтϼϓϦ дϖ .нукм ϣгтϹЧЮϜ ϣуϡА

ЮϜ ϟҶЯОϒ ЭϯҶЃϦ .пГҶЂнЮϜ ϣҶЮмϹЮϜ ϽҶЋК пҶЮϖ ЙҶϮϽϦ ϝҶкϽϫЪϒм ̪сҶГϡЧЮϜ ϽЋЛЮϜ ̭ϝгҶЂϒ ЄнҶЧз
 ϣҶҶуϠϸцϜ ЈнҶҶЋзЮϜ ЍҶҶЛϠ ЭҶҶϫв ̪рϹҶҶуЯЧϦ ϽҶҶуО иϜнҶҶϧϳвм ЬнҶҶАϒ ϝҶҶлзв ЍЛϡҶҶЮϜ еҶҶЫЮм ̪ϞϝҶҶЧЮϒм
 ЭгҶЇϧТ ̪ϣҶтϼϝϪцϜ ϝҶтϝЧϡЮϜ пҶЮϖ ϣϡҶЃзЮϝϠ ϝҶвϒ .̭ϜϽϳҶЋЮϜ ϟҶЯЦ сҶТ ϣҶузтϸ ϤъϝУϧϲϖ пЮϖ ϤϜϼϝІϖм

 пЮϖ ϸнЛϦ ϤϜϽЂъϜ ЭϡЦ ϝв ϽЋК ев ϤϝзТϸϝЂϝϦ Ͻтϸ ϢϼϝЏϲ Ϝ ев аϜнЪϒмаϝГϳЮ  ЭҶϫгт рϻЮϜ
нЧЮϜ ϤϝҶҶтϝУж ϤϝҶҶУЯϷгЮϜ еҶҶв ϣҶҶКнгϯв ϽҶҶϡЪϒ дϜ .АнҶҶІϽТ ХҶҶтϽА ЬнҶҶА пҶҶЯК етϽТϝҶҶЃгЮϜм ЭҶҶТϜ

 пϧϲм пГЂнЮϜ ϣЮмϹЮϜ ев ̯Ϝ̭ϹϠ ϣтнЏЛЮϜ ϸϜнгЮϜм ϼϝϷУЮϜ ев сЧϡГЮϜ ЙϠϝϧϧЮϜ ϣтϼϜϽгϧЂϜ ЭгЇϦ
.сЂϼϝУЮϜ ϽЋЛЮϜ 

 
he southern branch of the main 
desert road crossing the Qena 
Bend between western Thebes 

and the area of Hiw is the Farshut Road, 
ascending the high plateau along the northern 
ridge of the Valley of the Kings. Near the 
middle of the Qena Bend, the route descends 
into the Wadi el-Hol, continuing toward the 
northwest until it reaches the caravansary 
remains at the base of Gebel Qarn el-Gir, 
where the Wadi Alamat Road—leading 
northwest from the northern fringe of Thebes 

and ascending at Gebel Tjauti—joins the 
Farshut Road (fig. 1). From Qarn el-Gir, 
branches lead toward Hiw, Abydos, and the 
oases of the Western Desert. The site may 
also be accessed from the southern Theban 
Darb Baiyrat (Winkler 1938: 8). Although 
archaeological material is plentiful at many 
points along the Farshut Road, notably at 
Gebel Antef atop the Theban ascent (Darnell 
2002a: 132; Eder 2002: 143; Polz 2007: 34 - 
37, 86 - 87, and 305 - 306) and at the Qarn el-
Gir outpost, the greatest concentration of 
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Figure 1. Map of sites and roads of the Theban Western Desert. 

ancient material on the Farshut Road—and 
one of the most extensive Pharaonic sites in 
the Western Desert—is the Wadi el-Hol site, 
where the road ascends and descends the high 
plateau near the middle of the Qena Bend of 
the Nile. The Wadi el-Hol site comprises two 
extensive caravansary deposits and four major 
concentrations of rock inscriptions, with 
several subsidiary sites in the vicinity, such as 
Winkler’s site 31 (Winkler 1938: 9, pls. 30 - 
31), a Predynastic rock art site to the north of 
the Wadi el-Hol sites proper. 

Etymology 

No ancient name survives at the site, although 
an identification with 7mbw or aA-bAw, two 
Medjay outposts known from the reign of 

Thutmose III, is possible (see Darnell 2002b: 
90). The modern name, when written, is 
generally Wadi el-Hôl, the “narrow wadi,” 
although the most common pronunciation, 
and that adopted by the author, is Wadi el-

ôl, the “wadi of terror.” 

Location and Layout of  the Site 

The rock inscription concentrations (Sections 
A, B, C, and D) are at the base of the aqaba 
(ascent/descent of the road; figs. 2 and 3). 
Section A is opposite the aqaba, B and C are 
the two sides of the prong of gebel on which 
the aqaba is located, section D is somewhat 
more distant to the southwest, though in sight 
of the road. The Gebel Roma caravansary is 
atop the plateau where the aqaba reaches the 
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Figure 2. A view from the aqaba of the Farshut Road, with rock inscription Section C in the middle right 
and Section A visible across the wadi. 

 
Figure 3. View of the aqaba of the Farshut Road at the Wadi el-Hol site, on the prong of gebel in the center 
of the photograph are rock inscription Section B (to the left) and Section C (to the right); the ascent to 
Gebel Roma is in the upper right.

high plateau; the Wadi el-Hol caravansary is at 
the base of the Section A concentration of 
inscriptions. Another caravansary is located at 
the end of a long prong of the gebel by which 
the northwest portion of the Farshut Road 
passes, roughly halfway between the Wadi el-
Hol and the edge of cultivation. 

Historical Context/Significance 

The numerous rock inscriptions at the Wadi 
el-Hol range in date from the early 
Predynastic through the Ptolemaic and 
Roman Periods (see Darnell 2002b [and note 
the reviews of Franke 2006, and Grajetzki 

2008, amongst others]). The majority of the 
inscriptions are hieratic and lapidary hieratic 
texts, most dating to the Middle Kingdom. 
Later inscriptions are rare, with but one 
Demotic inscription (Darnell 2002b: 151 
[WHRI 36]). A few Coptic inscriptions 
appear, including one mentioning the rarely 
attested õǟǮǟǧǲǥǲǜǰ official of a monastery (fig. 
4; Darnell 2002b: 153 - 154 [WHRI 38]).  

Archaeological material similarly spans the 
fifth millennium BCE through the Coptic 
Period, with some ceramic material continuing 
into the Islamic Era. The large caravan 
deposits at Gebel Roma, the Wadi el-Hol, and 




