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Editor1#1 
 
World Cultures Editors 
 
This article introduces World Cultures 
 
Keywords: World Cultures Journal 
 
1.  INTRODUCTION 

 
Version 2.1 9/24/85 March 1985 Issue (Second Edition) 
 
Welcome to World Cultures Electronic Journal 1#1, Volume 1, Number 1. © 1985 
Douglas R. White, Editor-in-Chief. Associate Editors: Michael L. Burton, David 
Gregory, and Karl Reitz. 
 
This issue is dedicated to the late George Peter Murdock, whose contributions to cross-
cultural studies are beyond estimation. This second edition has benefited greatly from the 
scrutiny of H. Russell Bernard. 
 
Policy: World Cultures welcomes articles, data, and comparative research material, 
dealing with any aspect of human groups, from social scientists of any country. 
Publication of any comparative database, regional or worldwide, will be considered on 
the basis of scope and quality. Submissions of programs and teaching materials are 
welcomed and will be considered from the viewpoint of the evolving skills of the general 
readership. Brief communications on research, coding, sources, and other materials of 
interest to comparative researchers are welcomed. 
 
Contributions: Codes, articles, or other materials should be submitted on diskettes, using 
the journal Ethnology format for articles. Limit text to 74 columns, tables to 80 cols., and 
characters to ASCII. Authors are free to disseminate their materials by other means, and 
may republish material in conventional journals. 
 
Subscription fee is $60 per year plus a one-time $95 database entry fee. With a faculty 
sponsor subscription, additional student use subscriptions are $30 annually, with no 
database entry fee. Send subscriptions to: World Cultures, P.O. Box 12524, La Jolla, CA 
92037-0650. 
 
Reader Support via subscriptions is the sole means of supporting the journal. You may 
copy Volume 1, Number 1 as a demonstration diskette for other persons. No charge may 
be made for such copies, other than cost of the diskette. The recipient must be informed 
that this is a sample issue not to be used for any purpose other than deciding whether to 
subscribe. 
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If you receive a sample copy and decide to subscribe please remit the subscription fee 
given above. If you decide not to subscribe please do not utilize the journal materials in 
any way. Please note that under law the copyright restrictions continue to apply to 
recipients of sample or illegally obtained copies, and you may be subject to legal sanction 
if you disseminate copies to others, with or without charge. 
 
This Journal is protected by both United States Copyright Law and International Treaty 
provisions. Therefore, you must treat Journal issues and component files and software 
just like a book or ordinary journal, with the following single exception. World Cultures 
authorizes you to make archival copies of the Journal for the sole purpose of backing up 
your diskette files and software and protecting your investment from loss. 
 
By saying, "just like a book", the publisher means, for example, that a given Journal issue 
may be used by any number of people and may be freely moved from one computer 
location to another -- so  long as there is no possibility of it being used at one location 
while it is being used at another. Just like a book that can't be read by two different 
people in two different places at the same time (unless, of course, World Cultures 
copyright has been violated). 
 
2.  ADVANTAGES OF ELECTRONIC FORMAT 

 
Our design for Electronic Journal publication has at least five major types of advantages: 
 
First, the microcomputer materials, both within and over successive issues, are self 
contained. The data, codebooks, articles, and programs published herein are intended to 
be internally self-referencing so that there is no need for reliance on outside sources. A 
reader can learn to do cross-cultural research with the materials provided. 
 
Second, journal materials are evolutionary, and are gradually modified as more complete 
and reliable data, programs, or methods come available. Published articles, codebooks, 
and data are revised as needed, following the principle of supersession: later versions 
found to be more useful and reliable will replace back editions (the latter become "out of 
print" collectors’ items). Notices of reissues are published so that subscribers can obtain 
reissued materials. Each volume will be reissued once on request, free of charge. 
 
By the principles of evolution and self-containment, we will seek to adapt and cross-
reference contributed data within the database and information retrieval system. 
 
Third, electronic publication is efficient: rapid, and cost effective. Authors submitting 
manuscripts are assured rapid publication (often in the next quarterly issue) once the 
manuscript is accepted and edited. There are no typesetting costs beyond authorship, so 
that raw data and complex tables can be published along with articles. Unit costs are low, 
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and the "space" in the journal is easily expanded by adding additional diskettes for 
distribution. Publication costs go down rather than up over time with increased capacity 
of electronic storage devices. 
 
Fourth, electronically publishing facilitates the networking of tasks. Published materials 
are easily edited by the subscriber for specific applications. A selective codebook for 
your class or grant application? Put the master codebook in your word processor, and 
edit. Alphabetize the list of societies? Learn to use the SORT program that codes with 
IBM's Disk Operating System. Electronic data is dynamic, transformable by your own 
design. Networking of tasks accomplishes your objectives without a laborious re-entry of 
text or raw data. 
 
By the networking of tasks in the larger enterprise, individuals can do tasks needed in 
developing an evolving database, information, and learning or research system, and 
submit them to the journal for publication. Calls will be made periodically for papers or 
tasks that need to be done somewhere within the community of researchers. 
 
Fifth, the journal serves as a networking of people for sharing and disseminating datasets, 
methods of analysis, and results. It provides newsletter items as to who is doing what and 
where, and when and where relevant professional societies are meeting. Manuscripts in 
draft form, intended for conference presentation, will be considered for rapid "leading 
edge" publication and feedback, and may subsequently be revised for final copy. 
Individuals or organizations may submit newsletter items. 
 




