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Derrick Hindery explores the relations between dispossession,
extractivism by transnational corporations, neoliberalism, the
role of the state, international financial institutions, NGOs,
environmental justice, and the rights of Indigenous peoples.
He contributes to a line of inquiry within political ecology that
situates local and regional dynamics in the context of larger
macro-economic and political forces. The case centers on
Bolivia, one of the countries in Latin America characterized
by widespread popular dissatisfaction with the failures of two
decades of neoliberal reform dominated by elites (Arnson and
Cynthia 2007: 3–9; Prashad and Ballvé 2006: 140–182). How-
ever, a ‘turn to the left’ that expelled such regimes, redirected
the state after the first election of Evo Morales in 2005 in an
effort to reduce social and economic inequalities entailing,
unfortunately, an expansion of Bolivian extractivism, exacer-
bating ecological degradation and environmental injustice.
From Enron to Evo focuses on the experiences of Chiquitanos
and Ayoreos, Indigenous peoples of the Amazon, who have
been affected by “pipeline politics” throughout both periods.
Hindery discusses the early consequences brought about by the
encroachment of private interests—namely oil, gas and mining
development—on ancestral territories, exploring “how specific
social and environmental conditions are [re] produced and how
they are entangled with various facets of capitalism” (p. 18).

Fieldwork was conducted mainly between 1999 and 2000,
followed up by eight more visits. His research illustrates the
existence of two distinct periods: first, the early decades of
privatization and extractive neo-liberalism (1990–2000), and
a second phase (2003–2014) when neo-liberalism was

rejected by social movements that ousted the governments
of Sánchez de Lozada and Carlos Mesa, and President Evo
Morales was elected (2005–2009), and re-elected (2010–
2014). The author includes voices of Chiquitano and Ayoreo
leaders, males and females, to illustrate a perspective that is
often overlooked. Hindery produces a detailed chronological
summary, covering the ups and downs of environmental Bo-
livian politics in the last ten years, drawing upon environmen-
tal impact analysis, and clarifying the aims pursued by devel-
opment institutions.

During the first period, neoliberal advocates pushed for
reforms using a deceptive discourse that foreign corporations
would outperform defunct state companies, expand output, be
better stewards of the environment, and alleviate poverty. The
author argues that the coordinated efforts of the World Bank,
the US government, the Bolivian government and transna-
tional corporations (TNCs) led to partial privatization of
Bolivia’s hydrocarbon sector that expanded oil and gas explo-
ration and influenced local conservationists to adopt forms of
environmental governance that usurped control of natural
resources from Chiquitanos and Ayoreos. Hindery argues that
despite progressive environmental rhetoric, the controversial
Cuiabá Project, a 390-mile pipeline from Bolivia through the
endangered Chiquitano dry tropical forest to export natural
gas to Cuiabá, Brazil, was disastrous. Before it fell into
bankruptcy, ENRON Corp. pledged $200 million to finance
the project, which was completed in 2001 and was character-
ized by non-compliance with reforestation and indigenous
development plans, and destruction of natural habitats essen-
tial to biodiversity and Indigenous livelihoods. The World
Bank, US government, Overseas Private Investment Corpo-
ration, ENRON, and former President Sánchez de Lozada
washed their hands of responsibility for this debacle, provok-
ing the emergence of anti-neoliberal social movements that
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ousted two governments and ushered in a post-neoliberal,
state capitalist model under the leadership of President Evo
Morales. Nevertheless, in both phases, Hindery argues that
reforms fueled unparalleled expansion of oil and gas projects,
generating ecological and socio-cultural degradation (Pg. 11).

The Cuiabá pipeline case study highlights how strug-
gles over consultation, consent, and self-determination,
not to mention conservation, intersect with state interests,
transnational corporations, and the rights of Indigenous
Peoples upon whose lands these projects take place. The
conflicts are located on the fringes of the Amazon Basin,
where Chiquitanos (pop. 7,516) and Ayoreos (pop. 274),
despite their reduced number, implemented defensive
strategies to challenge the state, international banking
agencies, and private transnational oil corporations. They
enacted what Hindery calls “dynamic pragmatism, a
flexible decision-making approach that considers practi-
cal consequences in light of changing social, historical
and environmental circumstances” (pp.12-13). Rather
than being marginalized, Chiquitanos and Ayoreos
strengthened their political agency by confronting pipe-
line investors and asserting the pipeline’s negative impact
on the environment and their collective fate as an Indig-
enous people.

Hindery contends that while the 2009 Bolivian
Plurinational Constitution provides significant new rights for
Indigenous peoples, the Bolivian extractive boom has hin-
dered their implementation. In response, the Chiquitanos and
Ayoreos have wisely used international legal instruments in
strategic ways to compel governments, corporations, and in-
ternational financial institutions to respect their rights, an
example of “dynamic pragmatism.” With support from a
pro-environmental, glocal civil society, Chiquitanos and
Ayoreos advocated long-term, self-sustaining autonomous
programs that improved their living conditions, secured con-
trol over land and natural resources, and ensured cultural
survival. In order to achieve this, Indigenous peoples
demanded consultation, compensation, and territory, indeed,
“Chiquitanos and Ayoreos encouraged other actors to respect
their rights using a pragmatic combination of direct action,
lobbying, negotiation, and press outreach at local, regional,
national and international scales” (p. 123).

In ten chapters, Hindery imbricates Indigenous agency,
environmental politics, transnational institutions, and local,
regional, national and international politics. At the outset of
the book, he asks: “How could the Evo Morales government,
with the most radical proposal to address global climate
change be simultaneously pursuing an extraction-oriented
development model that harmed the marginalized populations
he was supposedly defending?” (p.3.) Through his investiga-
tion of the Morales government’s environmental and

development policies, Hindery reveals the contradictions in
what has been called “Andean-Amazonian” capitalism, a form
of state capitalism predicated on using profits from oil, gas,
minerals, and other natural resources to drive domestic devel-
opment. Hindery exposes the pro-environment rhetoric of the
Morales government on the one hand, and the extractivist and
developmentalist agenda and actions on the other.

The author contends that Evo Morales privileges a
Western view of modernization and industrialization over
Indigenous cosmologies, although the latter are enshrined
in the newly approved Bolivian Constitution. While the
Morales administration has boosted the State’s share of
profits from the oil and gas sector and has channeled them
into industrialization and social spending, extraction takes
a heavy toll on affected Indigenous territories (p. 183). It
is clear that the Morales government is pursuing a
developmentalist agenda that entails environmental ex-
ploitation of fragile ecosystems that, indirectly, answer
to regional pressures from neighboring Brazil (Varese
et al. 2013). Also, land reform, which has seen notable
changes under Morales, continues to face pressures from
large-scale farms and cattle ranching, a significant force
that has been able to maintain unequal patterns of land
tenure. It is in these regions, also known as the “Soy
Republic,” where mechanized GMO monocultures thrive
to answer foreign market’s demands. (Turzi 2012: 50–55).

Hindery's contribution enriches the scholarship about Bo-
livia in the effort to better understand the multiple obstacles
that “developing” societies face in terms of self-determination
and the fulfillment of basic necessities. The strides made by
Indigenous peoples, who demand and exercise their rights as
citizens, are tangible; their lessons challenge uncritical
extractivism and excess; counter the “accumulation by dis-
possession” effects of neoliberal capitalism; and insist on
transparency and accountability–principles that should be in-
grained in all state and transnational private institutions of
trade, finance, and environmental protection. Indigenous con-
cepts of territorial conservation oppose unrelenting corporate
extractivism, and capitalist forces need to be reined in by a
glocalized civil society making the transnational extractive
corporation also responsible for global conservation beyond
mere compensation. Transnational capitalism is based on
profits and gains harvested by the 1 % elite of developed
and developing societies; meanwhile the ecological off-stage
drama is inherited by the indebted 99 %. The author acknowl-
edges this by stating that: “Excising Bolivia from a develop-
ment model that is so structurally dependent on extractive
industries and transnational capital will be a daunting task,
but with the stakes so high, Indigenous peoples, NGOs and
others are nonetheless pushing ahead” (242). “Pushing ahead”
can be understood as a glocal coalition of activists that
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reappraises a renewed stage of environmentalist struggles that
press the world to reassess and act upon our contemporary
eco-crisis.
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