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 ��
Yun Bai 

Three Viola Pieces for Xiaohan Sun  
Moni Guo 

2017



Yun Bai ��: 
  

 Written for my violist friend at Rice University, Xiaohan Sun, this piece was inspired by the second 
movement of Ligeti’s “Viola Sonata” and a song “YouYuanJingMeng (��	�)” from a famous Chinese Kun 
opera (one of the oldest extant forms of Chinese opera), “MuDanTing (���),” which was composed in 1598.  

 The first movement was written in a rather free style. Its title, “Meng (�),” means dream in Chinese. 

 The second movement is an homage to the Ligeti and the Kun opera mentioned above.  

 In the last movement, most of the pitches are taken from the song, “YouYuanJingMeng.” My goal was to 
imitate the way Chinese people from JiangZhe (��) area lived and talked in that era without entirely sounding 
like a traditional Chinese piece. 

Duration: 10’30’’
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* The voicings are only there to help performer to have a better sense of what to bring out, performer do not have to 
sustain for the indicated duration if it's impossible to do.  
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