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Release #2021-05  Thursday, February 18, 2021 
 

The troubling political dimension of the 
 coronavirus in California. 

Republican voters are far less likely than others to support measures aimed at 
slowing the spread of the disease.  

. 
by Mark DiCamillo, Director, Berkeley IGS Poll 
 (c) 415-602-5594 
 
Perhaps one of the greatest challenges now facing the state’s public health community is that 
Californians’ views about the pandemic have become highly politicized.   
 
According to the latest Berkeley IGS Poll, Republican voters are less concerned about getting 
the virus themselves, worry less about people not wearing masks or maintaining proper social 
distancing in public, are less apt to get vaccinated and are much less likely to view vaccinations 
as a means of protecting the health of the larger population. 
 
The poll, conducted in collaboration with UC’s Berkeley’s Othering and Belonging Institute, 
also finds that Republicans express less support for public health policies aimed at reducing 
the spread of the virus or providing assistance to small businesses and workers directly 
impacted by it.   
 
Among the key attitudinal differences between Republican voters and the overall electorate 
related to the pandemic are the following:  
 

• While 53% of all voters statewide say they are “very concerned” about getting the virus 
and potentially spreading it to others, among Republicans just 27% say this. 

 
• Among the overall electorate 70% are “very worried” or “somewhat worried” about 

people not wearing masks or people not maintaining proper social distancing when in 
public.  By contrast, only about four in ten Republicans are worried about this. 

 
• While 64% of all voters statewide say they are “very likely” to get vaccinated when it 

becomes available (or have already been vaccinated), fewer than half of Republicans 
(44%) say they are very likely to do so.  In addition, whereas a 60% majority of all 
Californians see getting vaccinated as more of a means to protect the health of others 
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than a personal choice, greater than two in three Republicans see it more as a personal 
choice. 

 
IGS Co-Director Cristina Mora notes that “the findings show that the political shift 
documented in the spring and summer of last year has persisted, with many voters seeing the 
virus and now the vaccine through a partisan lens.” 
 
Republican voters also express less support than the overall electorate for local health mandates 
aimed at reducing the spread of the virus and government assistance and lessening its impact 
on workers.  In addition, they express less concern for hospitals and healthcare workers 
stretched to the limits by the outbreak.    
 

• While nearly nine in ten voters statewide (87%) support local ordinances requiring 
individuals to wear a mask when entering public spaces or retail stores, fewer 
Republicans (65%) favor this. 

 
• While greater than three in four voters statewide (77%) support legislation requiring 

employers to provide hazard pay to frontline essential workers, like grocery store 
employees, until they are able to receive vaccines, fewer than half of the state’s 
Republicans (48%) support such legislation. 

 
• Republicans are also much less likely to support the idea of providing government 

financial assistance to small businesses to sustain themselves and their workers and allow 
them to close during the pandemic.  While 52% of voters statewide back this idea, just 
16% of Republicans are in favor. 

 
• Greater than six in ten Californians (62%) are “very worried” about healthcare workers 

“becoming exhausted and reaching their breaking point” and 43% are “very worried” 
about the availability of hospital supplies, services and treatments.  Among Republicans 
just 36% and 21%, respectively, express such concerns. 

 
These are the topline findings from the latest Berkeley IGS Poll conducted in English and 
Spanish January 23-29, 2021 among a stratified random sample of 10,358 registered voters 
across California.  The Othering and Belonging Institute at UC Berkeley teamed up with IGS 
to carry out this research. 
 
Republicans far less concerned about getting the coronavirus and then spreading it to 
others 
Among the overall California electorate a majority (53%) say they are “very concerned” about 
getting the coronavirus and spreading it to others, another 24% are “somewhat concerned,” 
while fewer than one in four (22%) are “not too concerned” or “not at all concerned.” 
 
Concerns are greatest among the state’s registered Democrats, 68% of whom are very 
concerned about this, while just 9% are not concerned.  By contrast, just 27% of the state’s 
Republicans express a high level of concern, while twice as many (45%) say they are not too 
or not at all concerned about this. 
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Table 1 

How concerned are you about getting the virus and then spreading it to other people? 
(among California registered voters) 

 Total 
registered 

voters 
% 

 
 
Democrats 

% 

 
 

Republicans 
% 

No Party 
Preference 

/others 
% 

     
Very concerned 53 68 27 52 
Somewhat concerned 24 22 26 25 
Not too concerned 13 7 24 13 
Not at all concerned 9 2 21 9 
No opinion 1 1 2 1 

 
 
Republicans less worried about people not wearing masks or maintaining proper social 
distancing when out in public  
Republican voters express far less concern than other Californians about people not wearing 
face coverings or masks when out in the public or about people not maintaining six feet of 
distancing when out in the public.  
 
Among the overall electorate seven in ten (70%) report being very or somewhat worried about 
people not wearing face coverings and masks in public, and an identical proportion (70%) 
expresses worries about people not maintaining six feet of distancing. 
 
Yet, among Republicans only about four in ten express concerns about this, with just 41% 
saying they are worried about other people not wearing face coverings or masks in public and 
43% worry about people not maintaining six feet of distancing (43%).   
 
By contrast, 86% of Democrats and 69% of No Party Preference voters express concerns about 
people not wearing masks in public and similar proportions say this about people not 
maintaining proper social distancing (87% of Democrats and 69% among No Party Preference 
voters), 
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Table 2 

Voter concerns about people not wearing masks or maintaining  
six feet of distancing when out in public 

(among California registered voters) 
 Total 

registered 
voters 

% 

 
 
Democrats 

% 

 
 

Republicans 
% 

No Party 
Preference 

/others 
% 

People not wearing face coverings or 
masks when out in public  

    

Very worried 48 63 20 46 
Somewhat worried 22 23 21 23 
Not too worried 16 10 26 16 
Not at all worried 14 3 32 14 
No opinion 1 1 1 1 
     

People not maintaining six feet of 
distancing when out in public  

    

Very worried 43 57 19 42 
Somewhat worried 27 30 24 27 
Not too worried 16 10 27 18 
Not at all worried 12 3 29 11 
No opinion 2 * 1 2 

 
Republicans less likely to say they’ll get vaccinated 
Statewide, 64% of registered voters say it’s “very likely” that they will get vaccinated (or report 
having already been vaccinated) once it becomes available to them, and another 12% say they 
are “somewhat likely” to do so.   
 
By contrast, fewer than half of Republicans (44%) report a high likelihood of being vaccinated.  
Among Democrats 77% are very likely to do so, while 61% of No Party Preference voters say 
this.  
 

Table 3 
Likelihood of getting vaccinated once the vaccine becomes available to you 

(among California registered voters) 
 Total 

registered 
voters 

% 

 
 
Democrats 

% 

 
 

Republicans 
% 

No Party 
Preference 

/others 
% 

     
Very likely/already received it 64 77 44 61 
Somewhat likely 12 11 14 11 
Not too likely 6 4 9 8 
Not at all likely 13 4 28 14 
No opinion 4 4 5 6 
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Republicans see getting vaccinated more as a personal choice than to protect the health 
of others 
A 60% majority of Californians believe that getting vaccinated is more a means of protecting 
the health of the larger population than a personal choice.  Democrats feel this way more by a 
greater than four to one margin (79% to 19%).  On the other hand, Republicans feel otherwise, 
with 69% saying they believe getting vaccinated is more of a personal choice than a means of 
protecting the health of others.    
 

Table 4 
Is getting vaccinated more a personal choice or  

everyone’s responsibility to protect the health of others 
(among California registered voters) 

 Total 
registered 

voters 
% 

 
 
Democrats 

% 

 
 

Republicans 
% 

No Party 
Preference 

/others 
% 

Everyone’s responsibility to protect the 
health of others 

 
60 

 
78 

 
28 

 
57 

A personal choice 37 19 69 38 
No opinion 3 3 3 5 

 
 
Republicans less concerned about the challenges faced by the state’s healthcare workers 
and hospitals during the pandemic  
Greater than six in ten of the overall electorate (62%) say they are very worried about 
healthcare workers “becoming exhausted and reaching their breaking point” when dealing with 
pandemic patients. Yet just 36% of Republicans express such concerns, compared to 77% of 
Democrats who say this. 
 
In addition, whereas greater than four in ten California voters (43%) say they are “very 
worried” about the availability of hospital supplies, services and treatments, only half as many 
Republicans (21%) express such concerns.  Among Democrats a 56% majority report being 
very worried about this.   
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Table 5 

Concern about the problems faced by healthcare workers  
and hospitals during the pandemic 
(among California registered voters) 

 Total 
registered 

voters 
% 

 
 
Democrats 

% 

 
 

Republicans 
% 

No Party 
Preference 

/others 
% 

Healthcare workers becoming exhausted 
and reaching their breaking point 

    

Very worried 62 77 36 58 
Somewhat worried 23 17 33 23 
Not too worried 9 3 17 11 
Not at all worried 5 1 11 6 
No opinion 1 2 3 2 
     

The availability of hospital supplies, 
services and treatments 

    

Very worried 43 56 21 40 
Somewhat worried 30 31 29 29 
Not too worried 16 9 26 18 
Not at all worried 9 2 22 9 
No opinion 2 2 2 4 

 
 
Republicans less support of providing hazard pay to frontline essential workers, such as 
grocery store employees 
There is also widespread support among the overall electorate (77%) for legislation to require 
employers to provide hazard pay to frontline essential workers, like grocery store employees, 
until they receive the vaccine.  However, while nearly all Democrats (92%) and 78% of the 
state’s No Party Preference voters do so, fewer than half of the state’s Republicans (48%) 
support such legislation,  
  



 

Berkeley IGS Poll #2021-05   Thursday, February 17, 2021 7 

 
Table 6 

Support for legislation to require employers to provide hazard pay to frontline  
essential workers, like grocery store employees, until they receive vaccines 

(among California registered voters) 
 Total 

registered 
voters 
   % 

 
 

Democrats 
% 

 
 

Republicans 
% 

No Party 
Preference 

/others 
% 

Requiring employers to provide hazard pay to 
frontline essential workers, like grocery store 
employees, until they can receive vaccine                                          

    

Support 77 92 48 78 
Strongly  57 74 26 55 
Somewhat 20 18 22 23 

Oppose 17 5 42 16 
Somewhat 7 2 15 7 
Strongly 10 3 27 9 

No opinion 6 3 10 6 
 
Republicans less supportive of government-provided financial assistance to small 
businesses to enable them to close during the pandemic 
Among the overall electorate a 52% majority backs the idea of having the government provide 
financial assistance to small businesses during the pandemic to permit them to close to protect 
the livelihood of their owners and workers.  About four in ten (42%) disagree and believe small 
businesses should simply remain open during the pandemic. 
 
Republicans hold diametrically different views than the state’s Democrats about this.  While 
Democrats favor government providing such financial support to small businesses to enable 
them to close during the pandemic 73% to 22%, Republicans believe small businesses should 
simply be allowed to remain open, 81% to 16%.  
 

Table 7 
Support for government-provided financial support to small businesses during the 

pandemic  (among California registered voters) 
 Total 

registered 
voters 

% 

 
 
Democrats 

% 

 
 

Republicans 
% 

No Party 
Preference 

/others 
% 

Government should provide enough financial 
support to sustain small businesses to allow 
them to close while protecting the livelihood of 
owners and employees 

 
 
 

52 

 
 
 

73 

 
 
 

16 

 
 
 

50 
     

Government should allow small businesses to 
remain open during the pandemic 

 
42 

 
22 

 
81 

 
43 

     
No opinion 6 5 3 7 
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Republicans less likely to back local ordinances aimed at reducing the virus’ spread  
a.  Requiring individuals to wear a mask when in public spaces and retail stores. 
Nearly nine in ten voters, or 87%, support local ordinances to require individuals to wear a 
face covering or mask when entering or waiting in line to enter public spaces or retail stores, 
of whom 77% are strongly supportive.  Democrats are nearly unanimous (97%) in backing 
such legislation, with 94% strongly supportive, as are huge proportions  of No Party Preference 
voters.  Among Republicans support is more tepid, with 65% backing such ordinances, and 
just 43% strongly in favor. 
 
b.   Limiting in-person religious services and gatherings to outdoor spaces only 
Seven in ten California voters (70%) support local ordinances that limit in-person religious 
services and gathering to outdoor spaces only, while just 24% are opposed.  While Democrats 
once again are nearly unanimous in backing such ordinances, two in three Republicans (65%) 
are opposed, most of whom are opposed strongly (51%). 
 
 

Table 8 
Support for local ordinances requiring individuals to a wear face covering or mask when 

entering or waiting to enter public spaces and retail stores  
(among California registered voters) 

 Total 
registered 

voters 
% 

 
 
Democrats 

% 

 
 

Republicans 
% 

No Party 
Preference 

/others 
% 

Requiring individuals to wear a face covering 
or mask when entering or waiting to enter 
public spaces or retail stores 

    

Support 87 97 65 88 
Strongly  77 94 43 77 
Somewhat 10 3 22 11 

Oppose 12 2 32 11 
Somewhat 4 1 11 3 
Strongly 8 1 21 8 

No opinion 1 1 3 1 
     

Limiting in-person religious services and 
gatherings to outdoor spaces only 

    

Support 70 91 32 71 
Strongly  56 78 19 55 
Somewhat 14 13 13 16 

Oppose 26 6 65 24 
Somewhat 7 3 13 8 
Strongly 19 3 52 16 

No opinion 4 3 3 5 
 
  



 

Berkeley IGS Poll #2021-05   Thursday, February 17, 2021 9 

About the Survey 
The findings in this report are based on a Berkeley IGS Poll completed by the Institute of 
Governmental Studies (IGS) at the University of California, Berkeley (UCB). The questions 
in this poll were developed in collaboration with the Othering and Belonging Institute at UCB. 
 
The poll was administered online in English and Spanish January 23-29, 2021 among 10,358 
California registered voters by distributing email invitations to stratified random samples of 
the state’s registered voters. Each email invited voters to participate in a non-partisan survey 
conducted by the University and provided a link to the IGS website where the survey was 
housed. Reminder emails were distributed to non-responding voters and an opt out link was 
provided for voters not wishing to receive further email invitations. 
 
Samples of registered voters with email addresses were provided to IGS by Political Data, Inc., 
a leading supplier of registered voter lists in California and were derived from information 
contained on the state’s official voter registration rolls.  Prior to the distribution of emails, the 
overall sample was stratified by age and gender in an attempt to obtain a proper balance of 
survey respondents across major segments of the registered voter population. 
 
To protect the anonymity of survey respondents, voters’ email addresses and all other 
personally identifiable information derived from the original voter listing were purged from 
the data file and replaced with a unique and anonymous identification number during data 
processing.  In addition, post-stratification weights were applied to align the sample of 
registered voters responding to the survey to population characteristics of the state’s registered 
voters. 
 
The sampling error associated with the results from the survey are difficult to calculate 
precisely due to the effects of sample stratification and the post-stratification weighting. 
Nevertheless, it is likely that findings based on the overall sample of California registered 
voters are subject to a sampling error of approximately +/-2 percentage points at the 95% 
confidence level.    
 
Detailed tabulations reporting the results to each question are posted at the Berkeley IGS Poll 
website at https://www.igs.berkeley.edu/research/berkeley-igs-poll. 
 
 
Question wording  
How concerned are you about getting the virus and then spreading it to other people?   
 
Thinking about your own local area . . .  
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How worried are you about each of the following with regard to the coronavirus pandemic?  (ORDERING 
OF ITEMS RANDOMIZED) 
•   The availability of hospital supplies, services and treatment.*  
•   Healthcare workers becoming exhausted and reaching their breaking point.*   
•    People not maintaining six feet of distancing when out in public.  
•    People not wearing face coverings or masks when out in public.  
				(Asked	of	random	subsamples	of	5,173	or	5,185	registered	voters	statewide,	respectively.)	
Do you support or oppose the temporary adoption of each of the following policies in your county to 
slow the spread of the coronavirus?   
•  Requiring individuals to wear a face covering or mask when entering or waiting to enter public spaces 

or retail stores.   
•   Limiting in-person religious services and gatherings to outdoor spaces only. 
 
Would you support or oppose legislation requiring that employers provide hazard pay to frontline 
essential workers, like grocery store employees, until they can receive vaccines? 
 
Which comes closer to your view of what local government should do with regard to small businesses 
in your area during the pandemic? 
 •   Government should allow small businesses to remain open during the pandemic. 
•   Government should offer enough financial support to sustain the small businesses to allow them to 

close during the pandemic, while protecting the livelihoods of owners and employees. 
. 
As you know, vaccines for the coronavirus are becoming available to more and more people in 
California.  How likely would you be to get vaccinated once it becomes available to you?   
 
Which comes closer to your view about getting vaccinated against the coronavirus? 
•     Getting vaccinated is a personal choice  
•     Getting vaccinated is everyone’s responsibility to protect the health of others 
 
 

About the Institute of Governmental Studies 
 

The Institute of Governmental Studies (IGS) is an interdisciplinary organized research unit that 
pursues a vigorous program of research, education, publication and public service. A 
component of the University of California system’s flagship Berkeley campus, IGS is the oldest 
organized research unit in the UC system and the oldest public policy research center in the 
state. Professor Eric Schickler and Associate Professor Cristina Mora are IGS’s Co-Directors.   
 
IGS conducts periodic surveys of public opinion in California on matters of politics and public 
policy through its Berkeley IGS Poll. The poll, which is disseminated widely, seeks to provide 
a broad measure of contemporary public opinion, and to generate data for subsequent scholarly 
analysis.  The director of the Berkeley IGS Poll is Mark DiCamillo. For a complete listing of 
stories issued by the Berkeley IGS Poll go to https://www.igs.berkeley.edu/research/berkeley-
igs-poll. 




