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Blumenwiese, Gustav Klimt, 1904



Blumenwiese

The title (Flower Meadow) refers to a lush and colourful painting by Gustav Klimt. Given the chance to
compose for a concert falling on Mother’s Day, | wrote this piece in memory of my grandmother.

Several recurring passages are transformed throughout the piece, including the opening harp chords, a
gentle Berceuse (lullaby), a sombre Lament, and a tonal Reverie that echoes Schubert, Schumann, and Mozart as
well as newly composed material in the style of a 1940s jazz standard.

The Reveries act as strange yet sincere diversions and remembrances, dreamlike sequences in the tradition
of Hollywood musicals and their modern successors (Dancer in the Dark, The Shape of Water). The overall shape
of the piece traces its way through states of tenderness, grief, joy and instability, before fading away in the lowest
register of the harp.

Instrumentation
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in B-flat
2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C
3 Trombones
1 Tuba

Glockenspiel
Vibraphone

Harp

Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola
Cello
Double bass

Score is in C

Duration
10 minutes
Form

15t Cycle

Signal Canon Berceuse Apparition Recitative Lament Reverie (Schubert — Ballad)

2nd Cycle

Signal Canon - Apparition Recitative Lament Reverie (Ballad — Schubert)

3 Cycle

Signal Canon Berceuse Apparition - Reverie (Ballad — Schumann — Mozart — Schubert) Lament

4t Cycle (Coda)
- - Berceuse Apparition - Lament Reverie (Ballad/Schubert)
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