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Program notes:

Children’s Games (2018)
How did you imagine your life as an adult when you were a child? And how did it turn
out to be? Julien, the main character from the movie, which inspired this piece, “Jeux
d’enfants” (“Love me if you dare,” 2003), puts it this way:
“Meet my life at 35. [ had everything!
1 wife,
2 kids,
3 buddies,
4 loans,
5 weeks' vacation,
6 years, same company,
7 times my weight in hi-fi,
8 coitions per quarter,
9 times the earth in plastic, polystyrene, and other non-biodegradables,
10 years not seeing my father.
Bliss!”

Talking about numbers... My piece is in 6 mini-movements:

1. Tin Box

2. Dare

3. Lavieunrose
4. Train

5. Bounneur

6. Dare of Dares
which capture my personal highlights from the movie. The movie constantly switches
kaleidoscopically from childhood’s fantasy world to the boredom of adult life, where the
most interesting part seems to be the memories of a childhood imaginary world and a
longing for perfect unconditional love. And did I mention that you will hear “La vie un
rose” played on a hand saw?

- Vera Ivanova

Performance notes:
To mimic children at play, performers are asked to speak and play additional toy
instruments: Kalimba, Egg Shaker and Melodica (flute player), Mbira (clarinet
player), Sand Blocks, Triangle, Finger Cymbals (percussion player, in addition to
playing on Vibraphone with mallets and a bow), Slide Whistle (cello), Egg Shaker
(violin). Kalimba, Mbira and metal bars inside the Piano are also played on with hard
plastic mallets (4 mallets are needed in total) and a metal beater (1 beater is needed
for pianist to play on inside of piano metal bars).
All these instruments are available for purchase and the most economical models are
sufficient for performance of this piece. Alternatively, the composer will be happy to
provide all these instruments at request, when possible.
There is another version of the piece where the violinist plays Musical Hand Saw in
addition to violin; this version is available upon request.
On the next page are the desired tuning of Kalimba, Mbira (it is understood that those
instruments are microtonal and the approximate pitches are indicated), range of
Melodica, and pictures of other small percussion instruments:
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Score in C

Children's Games
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Through the prism of childhood memories J=68

Vera Ivanova
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