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A r g u m e n t  Structur e an d th e Rol e o f  T h e m e 

Chungmin Lee 
Departmen t  o f  Linguistic s 
Seoul  Nationa l  Universit y 
Seoul ,  K O R E A 151-74 2 

c l e e @ p l a z a . s n u . a c .  k r 

Aigumen t  stnictur e define s wha t  kind s o f  conceptuall y 
necessa n element s a  predicat e take s an d thu s i s  projecte d 
fro m lexica l  conceptual/semanti c struturc .  I t  i s  represente d 
eithe r  b y varible s ove r  argument s o r  b y thet a rol e labels . 
Here ,  w e ar c concerne d witl i  th e essentia l  propertie s o f  th e 
themati c role  o f  T h e m e an d h o w t o characteriz e th e 
proces s o f  Thematization  an d weake r  Accusativizatio n (o r 
Transitivizatio n i n EngUsh) . 

Th e themati c role  labelle d T h e m e i s s o broadl y define d 
tlia t  i t  cover s severa l  diflcrcn t  categorie s dependin g o n 
differen t  sort s o f  predicate s an d indee d i t  i s  sometime s 
di\ide d int o differen t  roles  suc h a s Patien t  (chang e o f 
state) .  T h e m e (chang e o f  location )  an d Stimulu s (Percept ) 
or  i t  get s differen t  featur e assignment s suc h a s |+Affected] . 
However ,  th e typica l  notio n o f  T h e m e i s  argue d t o b e 
necessar y a s wel l  a s th e feature s o f  affectednes s an d bein g 
holistic/partitiv e whic h ar e crucia l  t o explainin g related 
grammatica l  phenomen a an d semanti c entaihnent .  I n 
particular .  T h e m e i s  mos t  prominen t  i n formin g derive d 
nominal s an d compounds . 

Th e Goal/Souice-Them e alternatio n predicate s lik e 'spray, ' 
'load, '  'cleai '  i n EngUs h an d 'chilha-ta(paint), '  'sit-ta(load), ' 
'chiu-ta(clear) '  i n Korea n ar e considere d i n compariso n an d 
cross-linguisti c generalization s an d language-specificitie s 
wil l  b e discussed .  Here ,  whohstic/partitiv e an d ̂ ecte d a s 
wel l  a s som e aspectua l  feature s an d definite/indefinit e ar e 
relevant  t o explainin g entailmen t  distinction .  Ambiguit y 
arisin g fro m Thematization  (fro m 'table '  a s Source=Ground ) 
(o r  Theme=Figure )  a s show n belo w i s accounte d fo r  (bot h 
T h e me (fro m Ground )  an d Figur e canno t  b e accusativize d 
as i n (lb)) : 

(1 )  a .  Mary-nu n siklhak-u l  chiu-oss-t a 
T o p tabl e Ac e clear-Past-De c 

"Mai y cleare d th e tabl e (o f  dishes). ' 
b.*Maiy-nu n sikthak-u l  copsi-ru l  chiu-oss-t a 

T o p table-Ac c dish-Ac c cleare d 
I n derive d nominals .  (underlying ,  no t  secondary/derived ) 

T h e me i s mos t  prominen t  i n argumen t  inheritance .  Thus : 
(2 )  a  Gift-givin g t o childre n 

b.  *Children-givin g o f  gift s (c f  giv e childre n gifte ) 
(3 )  a .  a  spra y o f  pain t 

b.  * a s p r ^  o f  th e wal l  (cf .  spra y th e wal l  wit h paint ) 

Thematizatio n (wit h affectedness ,  a s i n (4) )  an d 
Transitivizatio n (Accusativization )  (a s i n (5) )  accoun t  fo r 
tli e followin g grammatica l  difference : 

(4 )  Thi s be d wa s slep t  i n b y Jackson . 
(5 )  *Thi s roo m wa s entered/lef t  b y Jackson . 

I n Korea a th e ver b 'chaewu-ta '  (fill )  ca n hav e a  Figure -
objec t  wit h a n obliqu e Groun d (e.g .  pyong- e mul-u l 
chaewu-oss-t a 'fille d wate r  int o th e bottle') ,  whic h i s 
impossibl e i n adul t  Englis h bu t  possibl e i n chil d Enghsh . 
Ther e ar e underlyin g perccptual/conceptual/semanti c com -
monalitie s acros s language s a s wel l  a s varian t  realizations . 

The TlKme-rclatc d consequenc e i s  reached  vi a th e 
(joal-relate d proces s (o r  movement )  an d i n chil d languag e 
acquisitio n w e find  th e stag e i n whic h th e latte r  i s  uttered , 
as follows : 

(6 )  nun a -k a n a -hanth e ttaer i  - o 
siste r  N o m I  Goal(to )  hi t  S E 

'Siste r  hi t  t o me. '  (Intended ) 
Childre n liav e a  narrowe r  scop e o f  visio n an d les s 

contro l  an d th e targe t  ma y b e perceive d t o b e a  goa l  t o 
reach  i n hitting ,  an d ther e ar e language s wher e th e Goa l 
maike r  stil l  remains  (e.g .  Spanish )  fo r  th e role  Them e fo r 
adults . 

I n conclusion ,  th e role  o f  T h e m e i n aigumen t  stmcture , 
supplemente d b y th e feature s involvin g affectedness , 
holistic/partitive ,  aspectua l  perfectio n (wit h deUmite d 
entities )  i s  cmcia l  t o explai n grammatica l  alternation s an d 
semanti c entailmen t  relations  betwee n alternant s acros s 
languages . 
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