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The Usual, Unusually
           for piano quartet
                  (2019)

Jean Ahn



Program Note

"The Usual, Unusually" is inspired by Ensemble ARI’s recent performance of Haydn
Piano Trio. This piece exaggerates the ornamentations used in the Classical era, such as
mordents (rapid alteration above and below the principle note), turns, trills and
appoggiaturas. By repeating a very usual harmonic structure, the composer wants the
listener to hear the effect of the unusual disposition of the ornamentations.

Performance Note

Grace notes are before the beat.
Accidentals carry througout the bar.
Pedal is left to the pianist unless speficied.

sul tasto play near the fingerboard
sul pont. play near the bridge
+ left hand pizzicato

Duration: 9 minutes
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Rœ# . ≈ ‰ Rœ. ≈ rœ. ≈ ‰ &

Rœ. ≈ ‰ Rœ. ≈ Rœ# . ≈ ‰ &

Jœ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ
3

rœœ. ≈ ‰ R
œœ. ≈ R

œœ# . ≈ ‰

p

F
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&
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Vla.
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81 .œ# œ .œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ .œ œ .œ# œ œ

Œ Œ .œ# œ .œ œ
81

Rœœ# . ≈ ‰ œœ. ≈ œœ# . ≈ œœ. ≈ œœ# œ

Rœœ
.

≈ ‰ Œ Œ
p

œ- œ# - œ>

œ- œ- œ# >

œ- œ- œ>

œœœ- œœœ# - œœœœ>

Ó œœ## >
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F
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f
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fF
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œœ. ≈ ‰ ‰
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P

P

P Rœ. ≈ ‰ Rœ. ≈ ‰ œ# œ œ œ œ

Rœ# . ≈ ‰ rœ. ≈ ‰ rœ. ≈ ‰ B

Rœ. ≈ ‰ Rœ. ≈ ‰ Rœ. ≈ ‰

.œ œ# œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ# œ œb œ Rœœ#n .
≈ ‰

3 7

Rœœ ≈ ‰ œ œ R
œœ ≈ ‰ Rœœ
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p

p
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∑

∑

∑

∑

∑
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œ
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œœ. ≈ ‰ Œ
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P
P
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rœ# ≈ ‰ Œ Ó
rœ ≈ ‰ Œ Ó
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R
œœ. ≈ ‰ Œ Ó

f

rœ ≈ ‰ ‰
rœ ≈ ‰ ‰ &

Rœ# ≈ ‰ ‰
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5 5 B
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&

91 œœœœ
b

>
°

.˙

Í

Í

Í

F

Í

Í

Í

ß

Acute
arco

arco

arco

œ# > œ œ œ# œ ˙
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˙

Í

Í
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94 œ
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F-p

F-p

F-p

œ> œ œ œ# œ œ ˙
5

œ> œ œ œ# œ œ ˙
5

œ œ# œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ .œ œ3

rœœ# ..˙̇
°
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F-p
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œ œ .œ œ œ œ œ> œ# œ œn œ
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°
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98
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‰ œœ# œœ ‰ œœ# œœ œœ# œœ œœ œœ#
œ œœ
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°

œ œœ
œœœ Œ

P

P

P
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˙# Ó
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Œ ‰ œ œ œ# œ œ# œ œ# œ œ œ œn œn
107 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œœœœ# Œ
5
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p

p
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?
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Rœ. ≈ ‰ Œ Œ

Rœ. ≈ ‰ Œ Œ
111 Œ
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Œ Rœœœ# . ≈ ‰
∑
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∑
∑
∑

≈ œœ# . œœœ# .
≈

...œœœ#

œœœ# .
rœœœ## .

≈ ‰
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∑
∑ &

∑ &
˙̇̇˙### ‰ . rœœœ##
Ó œœ# >
f

Ó Œ œ# œ œ ‰
Œ œ œ# œ ‰ œ œ# œ ‰ Œ

œ œ# œ ‰ Œ Ó

œœ
œ. œ. œœ œ# . œ. œœ œ. œ. œœ œ. œ.

œœ ‰ œœ## ‰ J
œœ ‰ J

œœ ‰

π
π

π

π
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?
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c

c
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Vla.
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115 Œ œ œ# . œ. Œ œ œ. œ.

œ œ. œ. Œ œ œ. œ. Œ B

rœ# . ≈ ‰ rœ. ≈ ‰ Rœ# . ≈ ‰ Rœ. ≈ ‰ ?

115 Rœœ# .
≈ ‰ Rœœ# . ≈ ‰ R

œœœ## .
≈ ‰ R

œœœ .
≈ ‰

∑

Œ .>̇
Œ .˙# >

Œ .>̇

œ œ œ œ# ..˙̇

∑

H

Í

Í
Í

ßP

Acute (q =96) 

Œ >̇
Œ ˙# >

Œ >̇

œ œ œb œ œ# œ œ œ# œ# ˙̇
>

5

∑

Í

Í
Í

ßP

‰ .œ# >
‰ .œ# >
‰ .œ# >

œ# œ œ œ# ..œœ#
>
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Í

Í
Í
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&
B
?

&

?

c

c
c

c

c

43

43
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83
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Vla.

Vc.
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119 Ó ˙
Ó ˙#
Ó ˙

119 œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ# œ# ˙˙˙
5

Ó ˙̇˙##

p

p
p

P

œ# > œ œ œ# œ œ œ
œ> œ œ œ# œ œ œ
œ> œ# œ œ œ œ œ
˙˙˙##

°

Œ

˙̇ Œ

Í

Í
Í

ß

œ# œ œ ≈ Œ
œ œ œ# ≈ Œ

∑

Œ œ# œ# œ œn Œ
3

Œ œ# œ# ≈ ‰ Œ

F

F

F

F

p

p

œ Œ
œ Œ

œ Œ
œ œ œ œ# œ ≈ Œ

œ œ œ ‰ Œ3

π

π
π

StrictI

œ œb œ ‰ Œ

œ œb œ ‰ Œ

œ œb œ ‰ Œ

œb œb œ œ Œ
3œ œ ≈ ‰ Œ

at the frog

at the frog
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f

f
f

f
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83
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83
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42
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83
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42
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Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

124 ‰ Jœ ‰

‰ jœ ‰

jœ ‰ ‰
124 œ œb œ œ œ œ ‰

∑
p

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

P

P

P œ œb œ ‰ Œ

œ œb œ ‰ Œ

œ œb œ ‰ Œ
œb œb œ œ Œ

3œ œ ≈ ‰ Œ

at the frog

at the frog

at the frog

arco

arco

arco

f

f

f

f

‰ Jœ ‰

‰ Jœ ‰

Jœ ‰ ‰
œ œ# œ œ œ# œ ‰

∑
p

pizz.

pizz.

P

P
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pizz.

œ œb œ ‰ œ œ œ ‰

œ œb œ ‰ œ œ œ ‰ &

œ œb œ ‰ œ œ œ ‰ B

œb œb œ œ œ œ œ œ
3 3œ œ ≈ ‰

œ œ ≈ ‰

at the frog

at the frog

at the frog

arco

arco

arco

f

f

f

f

&
&
B

&
?
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42
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Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

128 jœ+ ‰ ‰ œ œ œ# œ œ ® œ œ œ œ# œ

jœ+ ‰ ‰ œ œ œ# œ œ ® œ œ# œ œ# œ
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Rœ# ˘ ≈ ‰ Œ Œ
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p
p

p

œ- Œ
œ- Œ
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œœ. œ. œ# . œ œ# œn œ œ œ œ œ
3 ∑f

F
F

F

œ œ œ
œ œ œ B

œ œ œ

..œœ œ œ ..œœ œ œœœ
œœ œœ œœ

P

P
P

P

∑
∑

∑

œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ ..˙̇

&

B

?
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?
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œ œ ≈ ‰ œœ
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f

f

f
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œ œ œ ‰ Œ

œ œ œ ‰ Œ
œb œb œ œ Œ

3œ œ ≈ ‰ Œ
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jœ ‰ ‰
œ œb œ œ œ œ ‰
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p
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œb œb œ œ Œ

3œ œ ≈ ‰ Œ
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at the frog

at the frog
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f
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œ œ
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